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RALPH ALLEN, Efq. 

S IR, 

THE following i30ok is fincerely de* 
figncd to promote the caufe of vir- 
tue, and to expofe fome of the mod glar- 
ing evils, as well public as private, which 
at prefent infeft the country; though there 
is fcarce, as I remember, a fingle flroke 
of fatire aimed at any one perfon through- 
out the whole. 

The beft man is the propereft patron 
of fuch an attempt. This, I believe, will 
be readily granted; nor will the public 
voice, I think, be more divided, to whom 
they will give that appellation. Should 
a letter, indeed, be thus infcribed, Detur 
Optimo, there are few perfons who would 
think it wanted any other direftion. 

I will not trouble you with a preface 
concerning the work; nor endeavour to 
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obviate any criticifms which can be made 
on it. The good-natured reader, if his 
heart fhould be here afFefted, will be 
inclined to pardon many faults for the 
pleafure he will receive from a tender fen- 
fation ; and for readers of a different ftamp, 
the more faults they can difcover, the 
more, I am convinced, they will be pleafed. 

Nor will I aflume the fulfome ftile of 
common dedicators. I have not their 
ufual defign in this epiftle*, nor will I 
borrow their language. Long, very long, 
may it be, before a moil dreadful cir- 
cumftance (hall make it pollible for any 
pen to draw a juft and true charadler of 
yourfelf, without incurring a fufpicion of 
flattery in the bofoms of the malignant. 
This talk, therefore, I (hall defer till 
that day (if I (hould be fo unfortunate as 
ever to fee it) when every good man 
(hall pay a tear for the fatisfadlion of 
his curiofity — a day which at prefenr, I 
believe, there is but one good man in 

the 
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the world who can think of it with un* 
concern. 

Accept, then, Sir, this fmall token of 
jthat love, that gratitude, and that refpedfc 
with ' which I Ihall always cfteem it my 

GREATEST HONOUR tO be, 

S. I R, 

Your mod obliged. 
And moft obedient 
Humble Servant, 

^^':;ti Henry Fielding. 
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THE various accidents which befel a ver^ 
worthy couple, after their uniting in the - 
.ilate of matrimony, yi\}\ be the fubje£l oT 
^e following kiftory. Th^ di^re^es which the^ 
waded throaeh, were fom^e of them fo exquifue, 
«nd the incideiKs which producect theie fo extraor* 
dinary, that they feemed to require not only the 
otmoft malice, bat the otmoft invention which fa- 
|>erAition hath ever attributed to Fortune : though 
whether any fuch being interfered in the cafe, qtj 
indeed, whether there be any fuch being in.tho.uni- 
yei£^9 is a matter which I by no meanf prefumc 
to determiae in the affirmative. . . Xo f^eak 4 bold 
truth, 1 am> after much mature deliberation, in- 
clined to fufp^dt, that the public voice hath, in all 
^ges, done much ifijuftice to Fortune, and hath 
coBviAed her of many fads im which fhe had not 
the leaft concern, I queilion much, whether we 
may not, by natural means, account for the fuccefs 
of knaves, the calamities of fools, with all the 
miferies in which men of feafe fometimes involve 
themfelves by quitting the diredions of prudence, 
and foliowing the blind guidance of a predominant 
" paflioa ; in £or^ fbr all the ordinary Phenomena 
which are imputed to Fortune ; whom, perhaps, men 
aecufe with no iefs abfurdity in life, than a bad played 
complafns of ill luck at (he game of ditl£!i» 
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But if men are fometimes guilty of laying im- 
proper blame on this imaginary being, they are 
altogether as apt to make her amends, by afcribing 
to her honours which (he as little deferves. To retrieve 
tl^e ill confequences of a foolifh conduct, and by 
Uruggling manfully with diHrefs to fubdue it, is on« 
of the nobleft efforts of wifdom and virtue. Who- 
ever, therefore, calls fuch a man fortunate, is guilty 
of no lefs impropriety in fpeech, than he would be, 
who Ihould call the (latnary or the poet fortunate, 
who carved a Venus, or who writ an Iliad. 

Life may as properly be called an art as any 
other; and the great incidents in it are no more to 
be confidered as mere accidents, than the feveral 
members of a fine Hatue, or a noble poem. Th^ 
tritics in all thefe are not content with feeing any 
thing to be great, without knowing why and how 
k came to be (o. By examining carefully the feveral 
gradations which conduce to bring every model x6 
perfediion, we learn truly to know that fcience in 
which the model is formed: as hiftories of ^is 
kind, therefore, may properly be called models of 
HvMAN LiF«; fo by obferving minjitely the feve- 
ral incidents which tend to the cataftrophe or com- 
pletion of the whole, and the minute caufes whence 
thofe incidents are produced, we (hall bed be in- 
ftru6led in this mod ofeful of all arts, which I call 
the Art of Life. 

C H A P IL 

The hijioryfeti out. Gh/er'uations on thi excellency of 
the EngHfl? tonfiitution^ and turicui examinations he* 
fore ajuftice of peace % 

ON the firft of April, in the year-—, the 
watchmen of a certain parifh (I know not 
particularly which)^ within the liberty of Weftmin- 
fter, brought feveral perfons whom they had ap- 
prehended the preceding night, before Jonathan 
'Thralher, £f^« one of the juflices of the peace for 
tiat liberty, 

t But 
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Bat here, reader, before we proceed to the tryals 
^f thefe ofFenderSy we ihaU, after our ufual manner, 
premife fome things which it may be necefTary for 
thee to know. 

It hath been obferved, I thinlc, by many, as 
well as the celebrated writer of three letters, that 
no human inftitution is capable of confummate 
perfedtion. An obfervation which, |>erhap5, that 
writer at leaft gathered from difcovering lome de« 
fe£l8 in the polity even of this well regulated na- 
tion. And, indeed, if there (hould be any fuch 
defed in a confHtution which my Lord Coke long 
ago told us, * the wifdom of all the wife men in 

* the world, Jf thev had all met together at one 

* time, could not have equalled ;' which fome of . 
cur wifeft men who were met together long before, 
fiiid, was too good to be altered in any particular; 
and which, heverthelefs, hath been mending ever 
fince, by a very great number of the faid wife men : 
if, I fay, this conftitution ihould be imperfed, we 
mav be allowed, I think, to doubt whether any 
fucn faultlefs model can be found among the iafli- 
Cutions of men. 

If will probably be objeded, that^the fmall irn* 
perfedioBs which I am about to produce, do not lie 
m che laws themfelves, but in the ill execution of 
them ; but, with fubmiffion, this appears to me to 
be no lefs an abfurdity, than to fay of ^ny machine 
that it is excellently made, though incapable of 
-performing its functions. Good laws (hould exe- 
cute thfemfelves in a well regulated \ftate; at leail, 
if the fame leglilature* which provides the laws, doth 
not provide for the execution of them, they ad as 
Graham would do, if he (hould form all the parts of 
a clock in the moft exqui(ite manner, yet put them 
fo together that the clock could not go. In this cafe, 
furely we might fay that there was a fmall defed ia 
theconftitution or thedock. 

To fay the truth, Graham would foon fee the 
fault, and would eafily remedy it. The fault indeed 
could be no other than that the parts were improperly 
difpofed. 

B 2 twVa:^^* 
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Perhaps, reader, I have another illaftration, which 
will fet my intention in flill a clearer light befbre 
you. Figure to you rfelf then a family,, the maf- 
ter of which (hould difpofe of the feveral cscono- 
tnicat offices in- the following ^manner; viz. fhould 
pot his butler in the coach^box, his ileward behind 
Jiis roach, his coachman in the butlery, and his 
•footman in the ftewardfhip, and in the fame ridi- 
culous manner Ihould mif-employ the talents of every 
other fervant; it is eafy to fee what a figure fuch a 
family muft make in the world. 

As ridiculous as this may feem, T have often con. 
£dered fomc of -the lower offices in our civil go- 
vernment to be difpofed in this very manner. To 
begin, I think, as low as I well can, with the watch- 
men in our metropolis: who, being to guard our 
Greets by night from thieves and tobbers^ an office 
which at lead requires ftrength of body, are chofen 
<>atof thofe poor old decrepit people, who ai*c, ^tnn 
their want of bodily ftrength, rendered incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. Thefe men, armed 
only with a pole, which fome of them are fcarcc 
able to lift, are to fecure the perfons and houfes of 
' his majefty*s fubjedks from the attacks of gangs of 
young, bold, ftout, defperate, and well armed vil- 
iauis. 

^^ non fviribus iftis 
Munera cptevemunt. 

If the poor old fellows (hould run away from fuch 
€nemies, no one I think can wonder, unlefs it be that 
.they were able to make their efcape. 

The higher we proceed among our public officcM 
and magiftrates, the lefs defefts of this kind will, 
perhaps, be obfervable. Mr. Thraiher, however, the 
judice before whom the prifoners abovc'-mentioned 
were now brought, had fome few imperfedlions in his 
magiftratical capacity. I own, I have been fometimeg 
inclined to think, that this office of a juflice of peace 
requires fome knowledge of the law: for this fimple 
.•t;eafon; becaufe in every cafe which comes before 
Mnj,bc is to judge and a& according to law. Agaii^ 
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as thefe laws are contained in a great variety of 
books; the ilatutes which relate to the office of a 
jaftice of peace making of themfelves at leaft two 
. large volumes in folio; and that part of his jurifdic- 
tio'n which is founded on the common law being dif^ 
perfed in an hundred votames, -J cannot conceive 
how this knowledge (hould be acquired without read- 
ing ;* and yet, certain it is, Mr. Thrafber never read 
one fy liable of the matter. 

This perhaps, was a defe£l; but thi$ was not all : «^ 
for where mere ignorance is to decide a point be- 
tween two litigants^ it will always be an even chance 
whether it decides right or wrong ; but forry am £ 
to fay, right was often in a much worfe Atuation 
than this, and wrong hath often had five hundred 
to one on his fide before that magiftrate ; who, if 
he was ignorant of the law of England, was yet 
well venei In the laws of nature. He perfe^ly 
well underftopd that fundamental principle fo ftrongly 
laid down in the inftitutes of the learned Rochefbu- 
cault; by which the dqt;^ of felf-love is fo ftrongly 
enforced, and every man is taught to coniider himfelf 
as the centre of gravity, and to attract all things 
thither. Tp. fpeak the truth plainly, the juilice was 
never indifferent in a caufe, out when he could get 
nothing on either (ide. 

Such was the juftice, to whofe tremendous bar 
Mr, Gotobed the conftable, on the day abovemen- 
tioned, brought feveral delinquents, who, as wc 
have faid, had been apprehended by the watch for 
diverfe outrages. 

The frrft who came upon his trial, was as bloody 
a fpedre as ever the imaginaiion of a murderer or a ' 
tragic poet conceived. This poor wretch was charg- 
ed with a battery by a much (louter man than him- 
felf; indeed the accufcd oerfon bore about him 
fome evidence that he had been in an affray, his 
clothes being very bloody : but certain open fluices 
on his t5wn head fufiiciently ftiovved whence all the 
fcarlet dream had iffued: whereas the accufer had 
not the leaft mark or appearance of any wound. 
%he jadice aflced the defendant, v/\v2^x.\i^ ttv^^wxV^ 
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breaking tlie king's peace— To which he anfwer* 
ed, — * Upon my ihoul I do love the king very well, 

* and I have not been after breaking any thing of 

* his that I do know : but upon my fnoul this man 

* hath brake my head, and my head did brake his 

* flick; that is all gra.' He then offered to pro* 
duce ieve/al witnefTes againfl this improbable accofa* 
lion ; but the jufticeprefentlyinterrupted him»raying» 

* Sirrah, your tongue betrays your guilt. Yon arc 
< an Irifhman, and that is always fufficient evidence 

* with me.* 

The fecond criminal was a poor woman, who was ' 
taken up by the watch as a ftreet-walker. It was al- 
ledged againfl her that (he was found walking the 
ilreets after twelve o'clock, and the watchman de- 
clared he believed her to be a common firampet* 
She pleaded in her defence (as was really the truth^ 
that (he was a fervant, and was fent by her miu 
trefs, who was' a little (hopkeeper, and upon the 
point of delivery, to fetch a midwife; which ihe 
' offered to prove by feveral of the neighbours, if ihe 
was allowed to fend for them. The juflice aiked 
her why ihe h^ not done it before* To which ihe 
anfwered, ihe had no money, and could get no 
meiFenger. The juflice then called her feveral fcur- 
rilous names; and declared ihe was guilty within 
the ilatute of ftreet-walking, ordered Mr to Bride« 
well for a month. 

A genteel young man and woman were then fet 
forward, and a very grave looking perfon fwore he 
caugAt them in a (icuation which we cannot as par- 
ticularly defcribe here, as he did before the magi- 
ilrate; who, having received a wink from his clerk, 
declared ^ith mucn warmth the fa£t was incredible 
and impoflible. He prcfently difcharged the ac- 
cufed parties, and was going, without any evi- 
dence to commit the accufcr for perjury; but this 
the clerk difluaded him froro^ faying, he doubted 
whether a juflice of peace had any luch power. The 
<juflice at firfl differed in opinion; and faid, * He 
« had feen a man Hand in the pillory about perjury; 
^ £a/, he had known a man m gaol for it too; apd 
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< how came he there* if he was not committed 

* thither ? why that is true. Sir/ anfwered the clerk, 

* ahd yet I have been told by a very great lawyer, 
.* that a man cannot be committed for perjury be-^ 

* fore he is indidted ; and the reafon is, 1 believe, 
' becaafe it is not againft the peace before the in- 
« didment makes it fo/— * Why that may be,* cries 
the juftice; * and indeed perjury is but fcandaious 

* words, and I know a man can have no warrant 

* for thofe, nnlef;^ you put for rioting * them into 
« the waH-ant.' 

• The witnefs was now about to be difcharged, 
when the lady whom he had accafed, declared ihe 

.would fwear the peace againft him ; for that he had 
caUIed her a whore feveral times. * Oho! you will 
' fwear the peace, madam, yvi^l you?' cries tho 
jaftice, * Give her the peace prefently; and pray, ^ 

.' Mr. ConHable, fecure the prifoner, now we have 

* him, while a warrant is m^e to take him up.' All 
which was immediately performed, apd the poor wit« 

^nefs for want of fureties was fent to priibn. 

A young fellow, whofename was Booth, was now 
charged with beating the watchman in the execution 

'Of his office,^ and breaking his lanthorn. This was 
depofed by two witnefles ; and .the ihattered remains 
of a broken lanthorn, which liad been long preferred 
for the fake of its te^imony, were produced to cor- 
roborate the evidence. The juifice, perceiving the 
crimiifial ro be but ihabbily dreifed, was going to conr- 
Mit him without aiking any further queftions. At 
length, however, at the eaineft requeft of^the accufed 

* Of us eft interprete. By the laws of England abn^ve words 
are not punifliable by the magiftrate ; fome commiffioners of the 
peace therefore, when one fcold hath applied to them for a war- 
rant againft another, from a too eager deflre of doing joftice^ 
have con ftrued a little harmlefs fcolding Into a riot, which mIq 
law an outrageous breach of the peace, committed by feveral per* 
fons, by three at the leaft, nor can a lefs number ' be convifted 
of -It. Under this word rioting, or riotting (for I have (een it 
ipelt both ways) many thoufands of old women have been arreted 
and put to expence, fometlmes in prifon, for a litrle intemperate 
yXt of their-tonguet. This pradice began to dcciQAiivfiL\!&\«tt 
' »749» 
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«he worthy fnagiflrate fubmitted, to hear his d^ence. 
The young man then alledged, as was in reality the 
cafe, * That as he was walking home to his lodging', 
' he faw two men in the ftreet cruelly beating a third,, 
' upon which he had flopped and endeavoured to affif^ 

* the per fen who was (b unequally attacked; that this 
^ watch came up during the affray, and took them 
^ all four intocuflody; that they were immediately 

* carried to the round-houfe, where the two orig!- 

* nal aflailants, who appeared to be men of fortune,. 

* found means to make up the matter, and wete 

* difcharged by the conAahle; a favour which he 

* himfelf, having nO money in his pocket, was onu 

* able toobtain. He utterly denied having a/Faulted 

* any of the watchmen^ and folemnly declared, that 
-■* he was offered hit liberty at the price of half a 

* crown/ 

Though the bare word of an offender can never 
be taken againft the oath of his accufer; yet the 
-matter of this defence was fo pertinent, and de« 
Jlivered with fuch an air of trutk and iincerity^ 
•that, had the magiftrate been endued with much fa- 
gacity, or had he been vtry moderately gifted with 
anotheif qu^Hty i^ery neceifary to ail who are to a6^ 
mini Her jaffic'e, he won Id have employed fome la* 
boor in crofs-examining the watcamen ; atleaffbe 
would have given the defendant the time he deiired 
to fend for the other perfons who were prefent at 
• the aff'ray ; neither of which he did. In ftiort, the 
magiitrate had too great an honour for truth, to fuf« 
pe^\ that (he ever appeared in fordid apparel ; nor 
did he ever fully his fublime notions of that virtue, 
by uniting them with the mean ideas of poverty 
and diftrefs. 

There remained now only one prifoner, and that 
was the poor man himfelf in whofe defence the iatl 
mentioned culprit was engaged. His tryal took 
but a very ftiort time. A caufe of battery and 
broken Tahthorn was indituted againfl him, ' and 
. proved in the fame manner; nor would thejuftice 
hear one word in defence: but though his patience 
was cxbauAcd, his breaiU vias uo^v (ot ^L^tsLlnd this 
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laft vv^retch he poar<fd forth a great many vollies of 
menaces and abufe. 

The delinquents were then all difpatched to pri- 
fon^ under a gaard of watchmen ; and the juAice 
and the conftable adjourned to a neighbouring ale« 
houie, totakp their morning repaft. 

CHAP. III. 

Containing the ififidi of a trifin, 

R. Booth (for we ihall not trouble you with 

the reft) was no iboner arrived in the prifon, 

than a number of perfons gathered roand him> all 
demanding garnifh ; to which Mn Booth not mak- 
ing a ready anfwer, as indeed he did not under- 
hand the wordy fome were going to lay hold of him» 
when a peribn of apparent dignity came up and in- 
fifted that no one fhouid affront the gentleman. 
The peribn then* who was no lefs than the maRec 
or keeper of the prifbn, turning towards Mr. Booth, 
acquainted him, that it was the coftom of the 
place for every prifontr, upon his £ril arrival there, 
to give fomething to the former prifoners to make 
them drink. Thist he faid, was what they called 
garnifh; and concluded with advifing his new cuf- 
tomer to draw his ^urfe upon the prefent occa- 
ifon. Mr. Booth anfwered, that he would \try 
readily comply with this laiid^Ie cuftom was it in 
his power; bat that in reality he had not a (hilling 
in his pockety and what was worie» he had not % 
iiilling in the world. ■ * Oh^o ! if that be the cafe,' 
cries the keeper Mt is another matter, and 1 have 
nothing to fay.' Upon which he immediately de« 
parted, and left poor Booth to the mercy of his 
companions, who, without lofs of time, applied 
themielves to uncafing, as they termed it, and with 
fech dexterity, that bis co:it was not only ilripped 
•IF, but out of fight in a minute. 

Mr. Booth was too weak to refift, and too wife 

to complain of this ufage. As foon therefore as 

ke was at liberty, and declared free of the place, 

ke fammompd his philofophy, of which he h^&d \!k^ 

B 5 vcw^^^- 



lo AMELIA. Book L 

inconfiderable (hare, to hia afli fiance, and refolved 
to make himfelf as eafy as poflible under his prefebc 
circumilances. 

Coald his own thoughts indeed have fuffered him 
a moment to forget where he was, the difpofitions 
of the other prifoners might have induced him to 
believe that he had been in a happier place: for 
much the greater part of his fellow-fufferers, infte^^ 
of wailing and repining at their condition, were 
laoghing, fingine» and diverting themfelves with 
various kinds of fports and gaml)ols. 

The £rft perfoa who accofted him was called 
Blear^Eyed Moll; a woman of no very cornel v ap- 
pearance. Her eye (for (he had but one) wnence 
(he derived htr nick* name, was fuch as that nick- 
name befpoke ; befides which it had two remarkable 
qnalities; for firft, as if nature had been careful to 
provide for her own defed, it conflantly looked to* 
wards the blind Me; and fecondly, the ball con- 
£(led zlmoft entirely of white, or rather yellow, 
with a little grey fpot in the comer, fo fmall that it 
was fcarce difcernible. Nofe (he had none; fo^ 
Venus, envious perhaps of her former charms, had 
carried off the grifsly part; and fome earthly dam« 
fel, perhaps from the (ame envy, had levelled the 
bone with . the reft of Iter fade, indeed it was far 
beneath the bones of her cheeks, which rofe pro- 
portionably higher than^is afnal. About half a 
dozen ebony teeth fortified that large and long canal 
which nature had cut from ear to ear, at the bottom 
of which was a chin, prepofteroufly (hort, nature 
having turned up the bottom, inftead of fuffering it 
to grow to its due length. 

Her body was well adapted to her face ; (he mea- 
fared full as much round the middle as from head 
to foot; for befides the extreme breadth of hei'back, 
her va(l breafts had long &nce fotfakra their native 
l^me, and fettled themfelves a little below the 
girdle* 

I wifh certain adlrefTes on the ftage, when they 
are to perform characters of no amiable caft, would 
flttdy to drefs themfelves with the propriety witb 

which 
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which Blear Eycd-MoU was now arrayed. For the 
fake of our fqutamifti reader, we fhall not defcend 
to particulars. Let it fuffice to fay, nothing more 
raggedy or more dirty* was ever emptied out of the 
roand houfe at St. Giles's. 

We have taken the more pains to defcribe this 
perfon, for two remarkable reafons ; the one is, that 
this unlovely creature was taken in the fa£l with a 
very pretty young fellow ; the other, which is more 
produflive of moral leiTon, is, thatliowever wretched 
her fortune may appear to the reader^ ihe was one of 
the merriefl perfons in the whole prifon. 

Blear-Eyed-Moll then came up to Mr. Booth 
Svitha fmile, or rather grin on her couhtenance, and 
aiked him for a dram of gin ; and when Booth aP* 
fured her that he l|ad not a penny of money, (be 
replied, — * D— ^n your eyes, I thought by you* 
' look you had been a clever fellow, and upon the 

* fnaffling lay • at leaft : but d — - n your body 

* and eyes, I find you are fome fneaking badge f 

* raical.' She then launched forth a volley of dread- 
ful oaths, interlarded with fome language not pro* 
per to be repeated here, and was going to lay hold 
on poor Booth, when a tal) prifoner, who had beea 
very earneflly eyeing Booth for fome time, came up, 
and taking her by the fhoulder, flung her off at fome 
diftance, curfine her for a b— h^ and bidding her let 

.the gentleman alone. 

This perfon was not himfelf of the moft inviting 
afped. ' He was long vifaged, and pale, with a red 
beard of about a fbrcoight's erowth. He was attired 
in a brownifh black coat, which would have fhowed 
more holes than it did, had not the linen which 
^ appeared through it^ been entirely of the fame colour 
with the cloth. 

This gentleman, whofe name was Robinfooj, 
addrefTed himfelf very civilly to Mr. Booth, and told 
him he was forry to fee one of his appearance in that 
place : * For as to your being without your coat» 

• A cant term for robbery on the highway^ 
*}• Aftothcr caat tern for pilfering. 

B 6 * ^%^ 
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• Sir,* fays * he, I can eafily account for that ; and 

• indeed drefs is the leaft part which diflinguifhes a 

• gentleman,' At which words he caft a fignificant 
look on his own coat, as if he defired they ihould 
be applied lo himfelf. He then proceeded in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

* I perceive. Sir, you are bat juft arrived in this 

• difmal place, which is, indeed, rendered more 

• deteftable by the wretches who inhabit it, than 

• by any other circamllance : but even thefe a wife 
*•* man will foon bring himielf to bear with indifFe- 
-f rence: for what is, is; and what mufl be, mud 

• be. The knowledge of this, which, fimplc as it 

• appears, is in truth the heighth of all philofophy, 

• renders a wife man fuperior to every evil which 
*' can befal him. I hope. Sir, oo very dreadful ac- 
' cident is the caufe of your coining hither; but 

• whatever it was, you may be alTured it could not 

• be otherwife : for all things happen by an incvi- 

• table fatality ; and a man can no more refift the 

• iropulfe of fate, than a wheel-narrow can the force 
« of its driver.* '"■ 

Befides the obligation which Mr. Robinfon had 
conferred on Mr. Booth, in delivering him from 
the infults of Blear-Eyed-Moll, there was fome- 
thine; in the manner of Robinfon^ which, notwitb- 
ihinding the meannefs of his drefs, feemed to dif- 
tiDguiih him .from the. crowd of wretches who 
fwarmed in thofe regions; and above all, the fen- 
timents which he had juft declared, very nearly 
coincided with thofe of Mr. Booth : this gentleman 
was what they call a free-thinker: that is to fay, a 
deift; or, perhaps, an atheiilr; for though he did 
not abfoloteiy deny the eyiftence of a God ; yet 
he entirely denied his providence. A doflnfre 
which, if it is not downright atheifm, hath a direft 
'tendency towards it; and, as Dr. Clarke obferves, 
.- may foon be driven into it. And as to Mr. Booth, 
though he was in his heart an extreme well -wi (her to 
religioi» (for he was an hpneftman) yet, his notions 
of it were very flight and uncertain. To fay the truth, 
- * be 
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he was in the wavering condition Co finely defcribed 
by Claudian : 

lahifaSia cadilat 
ReligiOf cau/aque 'viam non fponte fequebof 
Alter ius ; vacuo qu^e currere Jemina f/tffit^^ 
Affirtnat ; magnumque novas per inane fguraf 
For tuna i non arte, regi ; que nftminafenfu 
AmbiguOy vet nulla putat^ vel ne/cia nojlri* 

This way of thinking, or rather of doubting, he 
had contracted from the fame reafons which Ciau-' 
dian affigns, and which had induced Brutas^ in his 
latter days, to doubt the exiftence of that virtue 
which he had ail his life cultivated. In Aiort, poor 
Booth imagined, that a larger fhare of misfortirnes 
had fallen to his lot than he had merited ; and this 
led him, who (though a good claffical fcholar) was 
not deeply learned in religious matters, into a dif« 
advantageous opinion or Providence. A dange- 
rous way of re^fonJhg, in which our conclufions are 
not only too baftyi from an impcrfedl view of things^ 
bat we are like^^ife liable to much error from par** 
tiality to Ourfelves ; viewing our virtues and vices ^ 
through a perfpedlive, in which we turn the gl^s 
always to our own advantage, fo as to dimioifh the 
one, and as greatly to magnify the other. 

From the 'above reafons, it can be no wonder 
that Mr. Booth did not decline the acquaintance of 
this perfon, in a place which could not promife to 
afford him any. better. He anfwered hijn, therefore, 
with great courtefy, as indeed he was of a very good 
and eentle difpoiition; and after exprefling a civil 
furpnfe at meeting him there, declared himfelf to 
be of the fame opinion \^ith regard to the neceffity 
t>f human adtions; adding, however, that he did ngt 
believe men were under any blind impulfe ordire^iioa 
"Of fate ^ but that every man adtcd merely •from the 
force of that paffion which was uppermofi in his mind^ 
and could do no otherwife. 

A difcourfe now enfued between the two gentlemen^ 
on the neceflit]^ arifing^ from the impulfe oTfate, and 
the neceffity arifibg fro'io the impulfe of ^^af&oa^ v<\\kK 
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at it wilf maVe a pretty pamphlet of iifelf, we fliall 
rcicrvc for feme future opportunity. Wiien this was 
eadedy they fet forward to furvey the gaol, and the 
prifoners, with the feverai cafes of whom Mr. Robin- 
ion, who had been fome time under confinement^ 
vndertoo]^ to make Mr. Booth acquainted. 

CHAP. IV. 

Di/dofing further fecrets of the prifon-bouji. 

THE firil perfons whom they pafled by were 
three men in fetters, who were enjoyin? 
themfelves very merrily over a bottle of wine, and 
a pipe of tobacco. Thefe, Mr. Robin fon informed 
his friend, were three ftreet- robbers, and were a)* 
certain of being handed the enfuing feffion. So 
inconsiderable an obje3, faid he, is mifery to light 
minds, when it is at any diftance* 

A little fartlier they beheld a man proArate on the 
ground, whofe heavy groans, and frantic adions» 
plainly indicated the higheft diforder of jnind. 
This perfon was, it feems, committed for a fmall 
felony ; and his wife, who then lay-in, upon hearing 
the news, had thrown herfelf from a window tWo 
pair of flairs high, by which means he had, in all 
probability, loft both her and his child, 

A very pretty girl then advanced towards them, 
whofe beauty Mr. Booth could not help admiring 
the moment he fawher; declaring,' at the fame pmc, 
he thought (he had great innocence in her counte- 
nance. Robinfon faid (he was committed thither as 
an idle and diforderly perfon, and a common ftreet- 
walker. As (he pafTed by Mr. Booth, (he damn'd his 
eyes, and difcharged a volley of words, every one of 
which was too indecent to be repeated. 

They now behefd a little creature fitting by her- 
felf in a corner and crying bitterly. This girl, Mr. 
Robinfon faid, was committed, becaufe her father- 
in-law, who was in the grenadier guards, had fworn 
that he was afraid of his life, or of fome bodily 
barm^ whic'h ihe would do hiiOi and (he could get 

v.. • ^^ 
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no (ureties for keeping the peace: for which reafon 
JulliccThraftier had committed her to prifon. 

A great noife now arofe, occafioncd by the pri- 
foaers all flocking to fee a fellow whipped for petty 
larceny, to which he was condcmncdf by the court 
of qaarter-feffions ; but this foon ended in the dif* 
appointment of the fpeftators : for the fellow, after 
being dripped, having advanced another fix-j>encey 
was difcharged untouched. 

This was immediately followed by another buftle. 
Blear Eyed-Moil, and feveral of her companions, 
having got poiTcffion of a man who was committed 
for certain odious unmanlike pra^ices, not fit to 
be named, were giving him various kinds of dif- 
cipline, and would probably have put an end to him, 
had he not been reicued out of their hands by an- 
thority. 

When this buftle was a little allayed, Mr. Booth 
took notice of a young woman in rags fitting on 
the ground, and fupporting the head of an old man 
in her lap, who appeared to be giving np the ghoft. 
Thefe, Mr. Robinion informed him, were father 
and daughter $ that the latter was committed for 
ftealing a loaf, in order to fupport the former, and 
the former for receiving it knowing to be flolen. 

A welUdrefTed man then walked furlily by thern^ 
whom Mr. Robinfon reported to have been com* 
mitted on an indidlment found againil him for a 
mod horrid perjury; but, fays he, we expe€t him 
to. be bailed today. Good heaven! cries Bootb„ 
can fnch villains^ find bail, and is no perfon chari* 
table enough to bail that poor father and daughter? 
Oh! fir, anfwered Robinfon, the offence of the 
daughter, being felony, is held not to be bailable 
in law ; whereas perjury is a mifdemeanor only ; 
and therefore perfons who are even jndided for it, 
are, ncverthelefs, capable of being bailed. Nay, of 
all perjuries, that of whi^ this man is indidl'ed is 
the word: for it was with an intention of taking 
away the life of an innocent perfon by form of law» 
As to perjuries in civil matters, they are. not fo very 
criminal. They are no^, faid Boo(h; and yetevetk 
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thefe are a moft flagitious offence, and worthy the 
higheil puniihment. Sorely they ought to be dif-, 
tinguiihed, aofsvered Robinfon, from the others: 
for what b taking away a little property from a 
man compared to taking away his life, and his re« 
putation, ancL^-qteivg Jiisi^Hniiysn^ojhe bargain ?-« 
I hope there cao be no comparifiSi'isi^e crimes, 
audi think there ought to be noom i l i»| b e>puri(h-^ 
ment. Ho\^ever, at prefent, the ponlOpnent of all 
perjury is only pillory, and tranfj^ortatioir ior feven 
years; and as it is a traverfable and bailable offence, 
methods are often found to efcape any paniihment^ 
at all*. , 

Booth exprefled great aftonifhment at this, when 
his attention was fuddenly diverted by the moft 
miferable obje6^ that he had yet feen. Thh was 
a wretch almod naked, and who bore in his coun- 
tenance, joined to an appearance of honedy, the 
marks of poverty, hunger, and difeaie. He had, 
moreover, a wooden leg, and- two or three fears 
on his forehead. The cafe of this poor man is, in- 
deed, unhappy enough, faid Robmfoh. He hath 
iexved his coantry, loft his limb, and received feve- 
ral wounds at the fiege of Gibraltar. When he 
was difcharged from the hofpital abroad, he came 
over to get into that of Chelfea, but could not im- 
mediately, as none of his officers were then in 
England. In the mean time, he was one day appre- 
hended and committed hither on fufpicion of fteal* 
ing three herrings from a fifhmonger. He was 
tiled feveral months ago for this offence, and ac- 
quitted; indeed his innocence manifcftly appeared^ 
at the trial; but he was brought back again for his' 
£€t$9 and here he hath lain ever iince. 

Booth exprefl'ed great horror at this account, and 
declared if he had only fo much money in his poc- 
kety he would pay his fees for him; but added, 

• By removing the indiAment by certiorari into the King*s- 
beoch, the trisA is fo long poisoned, and the cofts are fo highly 
•ocreaiiM, that profecutors are often tired out, and fome incapa- 
t^usitd ikoax put fui^g. Fer^um J^tm'u 

' :. that 
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jdut. he WZB not poflefTed of a fingle farthing in the 
world t 

Robinfon heiitated a moment, and then faid, with 
a iinile» * I am going to make you, Hr, a very odd 

* propofal after your laft declaration; but what 
' fay yoa to a gam^ at cards ? it will (erve to pafs a 

* tedious hour^ and may divert yoar thoughts from 
^ more anpleaiant fpecalations*' 

1 do not imagine Booth would have agreed to this : 
for though fome love of gaming had been formerly" 
amoneft his faults ; yet he was not fo egregiouOy ad- 
di^eato that vice, as to be tempted by the fhabby 
plight of Robinfon, who had, if I may (o expre4 
H^yiell^ no chirms for a gamefter» If he had, how- 
ever, any fuch inclinations, he had no opportunity to 
follow them: for before he could make any anfwer 
(0 Robjafon^s propofal, a (trapping wench came up u> 
Booth, and taking hold of his arm> a&ed him to 
"walk afide with her; faying, * What a pox, are yoa 
' iiich a fireCh cull that you do. not know this fellow i 
^ why, he ia a gambler, and committed for cheating 

* at play. There is not fuch a pickpocket in the 

* whole qpad*.' ^ .. 

A fcene of altercation now enfued, between Ro- 
biiiiba and the ladyr Which ended in a bout at fiili* 
cuffs, ia which the lady was greatly fuperior to the 
phiiofopher. 

White the two combatants were engaged, a grave 
^looking man, rather better dreflfed than the majority 
of theeompany, came up to Mr. Booths and taking 
him afide, faid, * I am forry, fir, to fee a gentleman, 
.^ As ycu appear t<5 be, in fuch intimacy with that 
' rafcaly who makes no fcruple of difowning all re« 
^ vcaled religion. As for crimes, they are human 

* errors; and fignify but little; nay^ perhaps, the 

* worfea man is by nature, the more room there is for 
-* grace. The fpirit is adive, and loves befl to in- 

* habit thofe minds where it may meet with the moil 

* work. Whatever your crime be, therefore, I would 
' not have you defpair ; but rather rejoice at it : for 
< perhaps it may be the means of your being called/ 

• A cant word fot a ^t\lii^ii» ,. 
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He ran on for a confiderable time with this cant, 
without waiting for an anfwer, and ended in declaring 
himfelf a methodift. 

Juft as the methodid had finifhed this difoonrie, 
a beautiful young woman was ufhered into the gaoL 
She was genteel and well dreiTed, and did not in tht 
lead refembie thofe females whom Mr. Booth had hu 
therto feen« The conflable had no fooner deiivcrel 
her at the gate> than (he afked, with a commanding 
voice, for the keeper; and, when he arrived, (he 
faid to him» ^ Well,- fir, whither am I to be condaded? 

* I hope I am not to take op my lodging with thefe 

* creatures,* The keeper anfwered with a kind of 
farly refpe6l, * Madam, we have rooms for thofe 

* that can afford to pay for them/ At thefe words 
ihe pulled a handfome purfe from her pockety in 
which many guineas chinked, faying, with an air of 
indignation, ' that (he was not come thither on ae* 

* count of poverty.* The keeper no fooner viewed 
the purfe, than his features became all foftened in an 
inftanC ; and with all the coartefy of which he was 
mailer, he defired the lady to walk with him, afliiring 
her that (he fliould have the bed apartment in his 

, houfe, 

Mr. Booth was now left* alone; for themethodift 
had forfaken him, having, as the phrafe of the feft 
is, fearched him' to the bottom. In fad, he had 
thoroughly examined every one of Mr. Booth's pock- 
ets ; from which he had conveyed ^way a pen-Knife, 
and an iron fnufF box, thefe being all the moveables 
which were to be found. 

Booth was (landing near the gate of the prifon, 

^when the young lady above-mentioned was introduced 
into the yard. He viewed her features very atteii* 
tively, and was perfaaded that he knew her. She 
was indeed fo remarkably handfome, that it was 
hardly poffible for any who had ever feen her to for- 
get her. He enquired of one of the under-keepers, 
if the name of the prifoner lately arrived was not 

. Matthews ; to which he was anfwered, that her name 
was not Matthews but Vincent^ and that (he was com- 
mitted for murder. 
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Th« latter part of this information made Mr. Booth 
fttfpedl his memory more than the former : for it waa 
very poflible that fhe might have changed her names 
bat he hardly thought ihe could fo far have changed 
her natur^ as to be guilty of a crime fo very incon* 
^»ruoas with her former gentle manners : for Mift 
Matthemrs had both t)ie birth and education of a gen- 
tlewoman. He concluded, therefore, that he was 
certainly miftaken, and re&ed fatisfied without any 
further enquiry. 

C H A P. V. 

CmtMmng artain ad^tntures ^bkb le/el Mr. Booth 

in the frtfon* 

THE remainder of the day Mr. Booth fpent in 
melancholy contemplation on his prefent con* ^ 
dition. HewasdeiUtuteofthe commonneceiTaries of 
life, and confeqnently unable to fubiift where he was; 
not was there a fingle perfon in town, to whom he 
could, with any reafonable hope, apply for his deli« 
veryt Grief for fome time baniftied the thoughts of 
food from his mind; but, in the morning, nature 
began to grow uneafy for want of her ufual nourish* 
ment: for ne had not eat a mprfel during the laft forty 
hoqrt. A penny lo^f, which is, itfeems, the ordinary 
allowance to the pnfoners in Bridewell, was now deli- 
vered him ; and while he . was eating this^ a man 
brought him a little packet fealed up, informing him 
chat It came by a meflenger who faid it required no 
anfwer. 

Mr. Booth now opened his packet, and after un* 
folding feveral pieces of blank paper fucceffively, at 
lafl dilcovered a guinea, wrapped with great care in 
the innermoft paper. He was vaftly furprifed at this 
fight, as he had few, if any friends, from whom he 
could expe£l fuch a favour, flight as it was; and not 
one of his friends, as he was apprifed, knew of his 
confinement. As there was no diredion to the packet, 
- nor a word of writing contained in it, he began to 
fufpe6i that it was delivered to the wrong perfon ; 
and, being one of the mod untainted honelly, he 
found out the man who gave it to him, and agaia 
examined him conceroing the perfon viVv(^\^t^^^^'^'» 
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•ad the meflTage delivered with it. The man afiared 
Booth that he had made no miftake ; faying, < if your 

* name is Booth, fir, lampofitiire you are th^ gen- 

* tleman to whom the parcelT gave you belonga.* 
The mod fcrupoloos honefty would, perbapt, in 

fuch a fitnation, have been well enough fatisfied i» 
Ending no owner for the guinea r efpeci^ly when pror 
damation had been made in the prifon, that Mr* ~ 
Booth had received a packet without any direftioo» 
to which, if any perfon had any claim, and would 
difcover the contents, he was ready to deliver it to 
Aich claimant. No fuch claimant being found (1 
mean none wFio knew the contents; for many fwore 
chat they expefted'juft {ach a packet^ and believed ic 
to be their property) Mr. Booth very calmly refolved 
to apply the money to bis own ufe. 

The firil thing after redemption of the coat, which 
Mr. Booth, hungry as he wat, thought of, was to 
fupply himfelf with fnufp, which he had long, to his 
great forrow, been without. On this occafion,. he 
prefently mifled that iron box which the methodift 
had fo dextroufly conveyed out of his pocket, as we 
mentioned in the laft chapter. 

He no fooner mifled this box, than h( immediately 
fufpe£led that the gambkr was the perfon who had 
floIen.it; nay, fo well was he aiTured of this man-s 

uilt, that it mav, perhaps, be improper to fay he 

arely fafpeftcd it. Though Mr. Booth was, as we 
have hinted, a man of a very fweet difpofuion ; yet 
was he rather over-warm. Having, therefore, no 
doubt concerning the perfon of the thief, he eagerly 
fought him out, and very bluntly charged him with 
the fa&* 

The gambler, whom I thinjc we (hould now call 
the philofopher, received this charge without theleait 
vifible emotion eVtlier of mind ox mufcle. After a 
fhort paufe of a few moments, he anfwered, with 
great folemnity, as follows : * Young roan, I am en- 

* tirtly unconcerned at your groundlefs fufpicion. 

* He that cenfures a ftranger, as I am to you, wlth- 

* out any caufe» makes a worfe compliment to him- 
« felf than to the ftrangjer. Vou know yourfelf. 



I 
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^ friend ; yoa know not me. It is true indeed yod 

< heard me accufed of being a cheat and a gamefteri 

< but who is myaccufer? Iw^At myapparel^ frieotiy 
-^ do thieves and game/ters wear fuch clothes as thefef 
^ play is my folly^ not my vice; it is my impuKe^ 

* and f have been a aiartyT to it. Won Id a gameftef 
*< have aiked another to play when -he could have ioft 
'< eighteen pence aqd won nothing? however^ ifyoit 
^ are not fatisfied you may fean^ my pockets; th6 
-* outfide of all but one will ferve your turn, and iti 

* that one, there is the eighteen pence I told you of.* 
Jie then turned up J>is clothes ; and his pockets en« 
tirely^efembled the pitchers of the Belides. 

Booth was a little daggered at this defence. He 
faid, the real value of the iron box was too inconfide* 
Table'to mention ; but that he had a capri^^us value 
for it, for the fake of the perfon who gave it him : 

* for though it is not/ faid he, * worth fix*pence, I 

* would willingly give a crown to any one who 
^ would bring it me again.' 

Robinfon anfwered, * if that be the cafe, you have 
•^ nothing more to do but to fignifv your intention in 
« the prifon; and I am well convinced you will not 
-* be long without regaining the pofTeffion of your 
« fnuff-box.* 

This advice was immediately followed, and with 
^uccefs, the mechcdift prefently producing the box; 
Mfhich, he faid, he had found, and fhould have re- 
turned it before, had he known the perfon to whom 
it belonged; adding, with uplifted eyes, that the 
fpirit would not falter him knowingly to detain the 
^oods of another, however inconfiderable the value 
was. * Why fo, friend?' faid Robinfon. ' Have 
-* 1 not heard yoir often fay, the wickeder any man 

* w.as, the better, provided he was what you call a 
believer.'—* You miflake me,' cries Cooper (for 

that was the name of the methodid) ^ no man can be 

* wicked after he is poiTefted by the fpirit. There is 

* a wide difference between the days of fin, and the 
« days of grace. I have been aiinner myfelf.'— « I 
« believe thee,' cries Robinfon, with a fnecr. * I care 
< not, anfwered the other, what an 2LiK^\^\i^\viN^s^ 

* I fuppofc yovL would infinuatc t.\i2LX.\&o\^ Ca.^ '^wn^sS.- 
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^ box I bat I value not your malice: the Lord knowi 
^ my innocence.* He then walked off with the re« 
ward; and Booth turning to Robinfon, very earneftly 
aflted pardon for his gronndlefs fufpicion ; which thfr 
other, without any hefitation» accorded him, faying, 
^ You never accufed me, fir; you fuipe^ed fome 
^ gambler, with whofe character I have no conctm. 

* I fhould be angry with a friend or acquaintance who 

* fhould give a hafty credit to any allegation againft 
' me; but I have no reafon to he offended with yoii 

* for believing what the woman, and the rafcal who 
' is jufl gone, and who is committed here for a Dick* 
' pocket, which you did not perhaps know, tola you 
' to my difadvantage. And if you thought me to be 
.' a gambler, you had juft reafon to fufpea any ill of 
' me: for I myfelf am confined here by the perjury 
^. of one of thofe villains; who having cheated me 

* of my money at play, and hearing that ] intended 
' to apply to a magiilrate againft him, himfelf began 
' the attack, and obtained a warrant againft me of 
< Juflice Thraiher, who, withont hearing one fpcech 

* m my defence, committed me to this place/ 
-Booth teflified great compaflion at this account $ 

and he having invited Robinfon to dinner, they fpenc 
that day together. In the afternoon. Booth indulge^ 
his friend with a game at cards ; at firil for half-pence, 
and afterwards for ihillings, when fortune fo favoured 
Robinfon, that he did not leave the other a fingle 
Shilling in; his pocket. 

A furprifing run of luck in a gamefter, is often 
miftaken for fomewhat elfe, by pcrfons who are not 
over zealous believers in the divinity of fortune. 
I have known a ftranger at Bath, who hath happened 
fortunately (I might almoft fay unfortunately) to have 
four by honours in his hand almoft every time he 
dealt, for a whole evening, ihunned univerfally by 
the whole company the next day. And certain it is, 
that Mr. Booth, though of a temper very little incli- 
ned to fufpicion, began to waver in his opinion, whe- 
ther the character given by Mr. Robinfon of himfelf, 
or that which the others gave of him^ was the truer^ 

In 
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In the morning, hunger paid him a fecond vifit, 
and' found him again in the fame iituation as before. 
After fome deliberation, therefore, he refolved to aik 
Robinfon to lend him a (hilling or two of thatmone/ 
which was lately his own. And this experiment, he 
thought, would confirm him either in a good or evil 
opinion of that gentleman. 

To this demand, Robinfon anfwered, witli gjeat 
alacrity, that he ihould very gladly have complied, 
had not fortune played one of her jade tricks with 
him: * for fince my winning of you,' faid he, * I 

* have been Gripped not only of your money, bat my 

* own.* He was going to harangue farther; but 
£ooth, with great indignation, turned from him. 

^This poor gentleman had very little time to-re- 
fiedl on his,own mifery, or the rafcality, as it ap- 
peared to him, of the other, when the fame perfon, 
who had the day before delivered him the guinea Trom 
the unknown hand, again accoiled him, and told him 
a lady in the houfe (io he expreffed himfelf) defired 
. the favour of his company, 

Mr. Booth immediately obeyed the mefTage, and 
was conducted into a room in the prifon, where he 
was prefently convinced that Mrs. Vincent was no 
other than his old acquaintance Mifs Matthews. 

CHAP. VI. 

Containing the txtraordinary heha'viour of Mifs Mat^ 
thews on her meeting ijjith Booth, ami fome endeavours 
to prove^ by reafon and authority, ti?at it is pojjihle 
for a woman to afptar to he nvhat Jhe really is 
not. 

EIGHT or nine years had pafled fince any inter- 
view between Mr. Booth and Mifs Matthews r 
and their meeting now in fo extraordinary a plaoe 
alFedled both of them with an equal furprife. 

After fome immaterial ceremonies, the lady ac- 
quainted Mr. Booth, that having heard there was ^ 
Crfon in the prifon who knew her by the name of 
atthew&t ihe had great curio&tY ^^ ^ii^v^^ "^^^^ 



H ^ AMELIA. Book L 

he was, wbereopon he had been (hewn to her from 
thewiadowof the houfe^ that ihe immediatel/ re« 
colleded him, and being informed of his diftrefifnl 
fituation, for which (he exprefTed great concern, (be 
had fent him that guinea which he had received the 
day before; and then proceeded to excafeJierielf for 
not having defired to fee him at that time, when (he 
was uncier the greated diforder and hurry of fpirtcs. 

Booth made many handfome acknowledgments of 
her favour ; and added, that he very little wondered 
at the diibrder of her fpirits, concluding, that he 
was heartily concerned at feeing her there; bat I 
hope, madam, faid he— — 

Here hehefitated; upon which, burning in t# ait 
agony of tears, (he cried out, ' O captain, captain, 
' many extraordinary things have paft (ince laft I faw 

* you. O gracious heaven ! did 1 ever expert that 

* this would be the next place of our meeting!' 

She then flung herfelf into her chair^ where flie 
^gave a loofc to her paflion, whilfl he, in the moil 
a(Fedlionate and tender manner, endeavonred to footh 
and comfort her ; but pa(£on itfelf did, probably, 
more for its own relief than all his friendly confola- 
tions. Having vented this in a large flood of tears, 
(he became pretty well compofed; but Booth unhap» 
pily mentioning her father, (he again relapfed into an 
agony, and cried out, * Why? why will you repeat 

< the name of that dear man i I have difgraced him, 

* Mr. Booth, I am unworthy the name of his daugh* 

< ter.'— Here paffion again ftopped her words, and 
difcharged icfelf in tears. 

After this fecond vent of forrow or (hame; or, if 
the reader pleafes, of rage, (he once more recovered 
from her agonies. To fay the truth, thefe are, I be- 
lieve, as critical difcharges of nature, as any <xf thofe 
which are fo called by the phyficians; and do more 
effedtually relieve the mind than any remedies with 
which the whole Materia Medica of philofophy caa- 
fupply it. 

When Mrs. Vincent had recovered her facultiet, 
ihe perceived Booth (landing filent, with a mixtufli 
cf concern and^ aftpniihmeAt in his countenance; 

\Jie«L 
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then addreffing hcrfelf to him with an air of moft 
bewitching foftnefs, of which (he was a perfedl mif-^ 
trefs, fhe faid, * 1 do not wonder at yt>ur amazemeiYt, 

* Captain Booth ; nor indeed at the concern which 

* you To plainly difcoverfor me; for I well know the 

* goodncfs of your nature; but, O Mr, Booth! be>- 

* lieve me, when you know what hath happened (ince 

* our laft meeting, your concern will be raifed, how- 

* ctrer your adoniihment may ceaie. O, fir, you ard 

* a Granger to the caufe of my forrows.* 

* I hope, lam, madam,' anfweredhe; ^forlcan* 

* not believe what I have heard in the prifon — furely 

* murder*— at which words fhe ftarted from her chair^ 
repeating, murder ! < Oh 1 it is mufic in my ears.— 

* You have heard then the caufe of my commitment, 
*,my glory, my d«light, my reparation! — Yes, my 

* old friend, this is the hand, this is the arm that 

* drove the penknife to his heart. Unkind fortune, 

* that not One drop of his blood reached my hand. 

* —Indeed, fir, 1 would never have wafhed it from 

* it, —But though I have not the happinefs to fee it 

* on my hand, I have the glorious fatisfa6lion of re- 

* membring I faw it run in rivers on the floor ;' X faw 

* it forfake his cheeks. I faw him fall a martyr to 

* my revenge. And is the killing a villain to be call- 

* ed murder? perhaps the law calls it fo. — Let it 

* call it what it will, or punifh me as it pleafes.— — 

* Pnniih ine! — no, no—That is not in the power of 

* man — not of that monfter man, Mr. Booth. I ant 

* undone, am revenged, and have now no more bu- 

* finefs for life ; let them take it from me when they ^ 

* will.' 

Our poor gentleman turned pale with horror at . 
this fpeech, and the ejaculation of Good Heavens I 
what do I hear! borfl ipontaneoufly from his lips; 
nor can we wonder at this, though he was the braved 
of men ; for her voice, her looks, her geflures, were 
properly adapted to the fentiments ihe expreHed. Such 
indeed wa$ her image, that neither could Shakfpeare 
defcribe, nor Hogarth paint, nor Clive a^ a fury in 
higher perfection. 

Vol, X. C ^ ^Vkc 
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* What do you hear ?' reiterated (he. « You hear 
-^ the referitment of the moft injured of women. Yott 

* have heard, you fay, of the murder ; but do yoa 

* know the caufe, Mr. Booth ? have you, iioce your 

* return to England, vifited that country where we 
*' formerly knew one another ? tell me, do you know 

* my wretched ftory f tell me that, my friend.* 
Booth hefitated for an anfwer; indeed he had 

heard fome imptrfeA Aories, not much to her ad« 
vantage. She waited not till he had formed a fpeech; 
■but criedt * Whatever you may have heard, you'can* 

* not be acquainted with all the firange accideoti 

* which have occafioned your feeing me in a place, 

* which, at our lad parting, was fo unlikely that I 

* fhould ever have been found in; nor can you know 
' the caufe of all that I have uttered, and which, I 
-* am convinced, you never expefted to have heard 

* from my mouth. If thefe circumftances raife your 

* curiofity, J will fatisfy it.' 

He anfwered, that curiofity, was too mean aword 
fo exprefs his ardent defirc of knowing her ftory. 
Upon which, with very little previous ceremony, ftie 
began to relate what is written in the following 
•chapter. 

But before we put an end to this, it nnay be necef- 
fary to whifper a word or two to the critics, who 
have, perhaps, begun to exprefs no lefs aftoniihment 
than Mr. Booth, that a lady, in whom we had re- 
fnarked a moft extraordinary power of difplaying 
foftnefs, ftiould the very next moment after the 
words were out of our mouth, exprefs fentiments be- 
coming the lips of a Dalila, Jezebel, Medea, Semi- 
ramis, Paryfatis, Tanaqui, Liviila, Meflalina, Agrip- 
pina, Brunichilde, Eltrida, lady Macbeth, Joan of 
Naples, Chriftina of Sweden, Katharine Hays, Sarah 
Malcolm, Con. Philips *, or any other heroine of 
the tender fex, which hi ftory, facred or prophane, 
antient or modern, falfeor true, ha:h recorded. 

We defrre fuch critics to remember, that it is the 
fame Englifli climate, in which, on the lovely loth 
4Df June, under a ferene fky, the amorous Jacobite 

kifting 
* Though laft, notl^aift. 
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kiffing the odoriferous zephyr's breath, gathers a 
noiegay of »vhite rofes 10 deck the whiter bread of 
Celia; and in which, on the nth of June, the vcr/ 
next day, the boifterous boreas^ roufed by the hollow 
thunder, rufties horrible through the air, and driving 
the wet tempeft before him, levels the hope of thie^ 
hulbandman with the earth, dreadful rem ;;m bran cc of 
the confequenccs of the revolution. 

Again let it be remembered, that it is the felf fame 
Celia, all tender, fofc, and delicate; who with a 
voice, the fweetnefs of which the Sirens might envy, 
warbles the harmonious fong in praife of the young 
adventurer; and again, the next day, or« perhaps 
the next hour, with fiery eyes, wrinkled brows, and 
foaming lips, roars forth treafon and nonfenfe in a po-' 
liticai argument with fome fair one^ of a different 
principle. 

Or, if the critic be a whig, and confequently dif- 
likes fttch kind of Smiles, as being too favourable to 
jac*bitifm« let him be contented with the following 
ftory : ^ 

I happened in my youth to fit behind two ladies in 
a fide-box at a play, where, in the balcony on the 

oppofite fide was placed the inimitable B y C s, 

in company with a young fellow of no very formal, 
or indeed fobcr, appearance. One of the ladies, I 
remember, faid to the other — * Did you ever fee any 
« thing look fo modeft and fo innocent as that girl 
• • o^er the way ? what pity it is fuch a creature fhould 

* be in the way of ruin, as I am afraid fhe is, By her 

* being alone with that young fellow I' Now this 
jbdy was no bad phyfiognomiil; for it was impoflible 
to conceive a greater appearance of raodefly, inno- 
cence, and iimplicity, than what natur&had difplayed 
in the countenance of that girl ; and yet, all appear* 
ances notwithdanding, I myfelf (remember, critic, 
it was in my youth) had a few mornings before feen 
that very identical picture of all thofe engaging qua- 
lities in bed with a rake at a bagnio, fmoaking tb- 
bacco, drinking punch, talking obfcenity, and fwear* 
ing and curfing with all the impudence and impiety 
of the iow^ft andmoft abandoned trull of a foldier 
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CHAP VIL 

In nvhicb Mifi Matthews hegtn$ her biftory, 

MISS Matthews having barred the door on the 
infide, as fecurely as it was before barred on 
Ihe outiidey proceeded as follows:: 

* Yoa may ima^ne, I am gotng to begin my 
hiftory at the time ^hen you left the country ; bfit 
I cannot help reminding you of fomething which 
happened beifore. You will foon recollc6t the inci- 
dent; but I believe you little know the confequenee 
either at that time or fince. Alas ! I could keep a 
fecret then : now I have no fecrets ; the world 
knows all ; and it is not worth my while to conceal- 
any thing. Well!— You will not wonder, I be- 
lieve* — 1 proteft I can hardly tell it you even 
now.— But I am convinced yofi have too good ta' 
opinion ofyoorfelf to be furprifed at any conquet 
you may have made.*— -Few men want that good 
opinion — and perhaps very few had ever morerea- 
fon for it. Indeed, Will, you was a charming fel- 
low in thofe days ; nay, you are not much altered 
for the worfe now, at leall in the opinion of fome 
women: for your complexion and features are 
grown much more mafculine than they were/ Here 
Jlooth made her a low bow, mod probably with « 
compliment; and after a little hefitation, .flie again 
proceeded——* Do you remember a conteft ^<which 

< happened at an a/Tembly, betwixt myfelf nndMifs 
^ johnfon, about Handing uppermoft;^ you was. then 
• my partner; and young Williams danced with the 
« other lady. The particutars are nat now wtMrth 

< mentioning, though I fnppole yon have long fince 
' for|;ot theni. Let it fuifice that you fnpported my 

< chaim, and Williams vtiy fneakingly gave op that 
<.of his partner, who was with mucn difficulty, af^ 

< terwfrds. prevailed to dance with him. lYou 'iaid, 

« — 1 am fure'I repeat the words, exa^ly, that, *'yoo . 
' would not for the world affront any lady there ; but 

< that you thought yoa4Bight9>withoatiii7.fiBch dan- 
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ger, declare that there was no aflembly in which 
that lady, meaning your humble fervant, was 
not worthy of the uppermoli place ;^ nor wiU 
I, faid you, fufFer the firll duke in England, 
when fhe is at the uppermoft end of the room, 
and hath called her dance to lead his partner 
above her.* 

'What made this the more pleafing to me was^ 
that I fecretly hated Mifs Johnfon. Will you 
have the reafon ? why then, I will tell you honeftly, 
fhe was my rival ;— -— that word perhaps aftonifhes 
you, as you never, I believe, heard of any one who 
made his addreifes to me ; and indeed my heart 
was till that night, entirely indifferent to all man- 
kind. I mean then, that (he was my rival for 
praife, for beauty, for drtfs, for fortune, and con- 
fequently for admiration. My triumph on this 
conqueft is not to be exprelTed, any more than 
my delight in the peribn to whom I chiefly 
owed it. The former, I fancy, was vifible to 
the whole company; and I defired it ihould be 
fo: but the latter was io well concealed, that 
no one, I am confident, took aily notice of it. 
And yet yon appeared to me that night to be an 
angel. You looked, you danced, you fpoke— — ^ 
every thing charmed me. 

* Good heavens !' cries Booth, is it poffible yott 
ihould do me fo much unmerited honoar, and 
I ihould be dunce enough not to perceive the 
lipaft fymptom !' 

* I aflure you,' anfwered ihe, * I did all I could 
to prevent you; and yet 1 almofl hated you for 
not feeing through what I drove to hide. Why, 
Mr. Booth, was you not more quick-fighted?-— 
I will anfwer for you— your affections were more 
happily difpofed of to a much better woman than 
myfelf, whom you married foon afterwards. I 
ihould a(k you for her, Mr. Booth; 1 ihould 
have aficed you for her before; but I am un» 
worthy of a&ing for her, or of calling her my 
acquaintance.' 

C 3 "^^^"^ 
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Booth flopped her (hort, as (he was ranning into 
another fit of paffioDy and begged her to omit all 
former matters, and acquaint him with that part of 
her hiAory to which he was an entire ftranger. 

She then renewed her difcourfe as follows : * Yott 

' know, Mr. Booth, I foon afcerwaids left that 

' town, upon the death of my grandmother, and 

•* returned home to my father's houfe; where I 

* had not been long arrived before fome troops of 

* dragoons came to quarter in our neighbourhood. 

* Among the officers, there was a corner, whoie 

* deiefted name was Hebbers, a name 1 could fcarcc 
^ repeat, had I not ac the fame time the pleafure to 

* refledl that he is now no wore. My fafther, you 

* know, who was a hearty wcll-wilherto the prefcnt 

* government, ufed always to invite the officers to 
' his houfe; fodid^he thefe. Nor was it long before 

* this cornet, in fo particular a manner recommend* 

* ed himfelf to the poor old gentleman (1 cannot 

* think of him without tears) that our houfe became 

* his principal habitation ; and lie was rarely at his 

* quarters, unlefs when his fuperior officers obliged 
' him to be there. 1 (hail fay nothing of* his perfon, 

* nor could that be any recommendation to a man ; 

* it was.fuch, however, as no woman could have 

* made an objedion to. Nature had certainly wrapt 

* up her odious work in a m'ofl beautiful covering. 

* To fay the truth, he was the handfomeft man, 

* except one only, that I ever faw — I affurc you, I 

* have fcen a handfomer— but— well,— — He had 

* befides all the qualifications of a gentleman ;' was 

* genteel, and extremely polite; fpoke' French well, 

* and danced to a miracle; bat what chiefly recom- 
' mended him to my father, was his fkill in mufic, 
' of which yoo know that dear man was the mofl 

* violent lover. I wiih he was not too fufceptible 

* of flattery on that head ; for I have heard Heb- 

* bers often greatly commend my father's perform- 

* ance, and have obferved, that the good man 

* was wonderfully pleafed with fuch commendations. 

* To fay the trutn, it is the only way I can ac* 
« count for the extraordinary friendfhip which my 
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« father conceived for this perfon j fuch a friendfhfp 
' that he acleaft became a part of our fatniiy. 

* This very circumflance, which, as I an con- 

* viftced, ftrongly recommended him to my father, 

* had the very contrary efFedl with me ; I had never 

* any delight in mafic, and it was not wlthoat much 

' dimcuhy I was prevailed on to learn to play on ' 

* the harpiichord, in which I had made a very flen- 

* der progrefs. As this man, therefore, wasfre- 

* quently the occafion of my being importuned to- 

* play againft my will, I began to entertain fome 
' diilike for him on that account ; and as to his perfon, 

* I aflTure you, I long continued to look on it with 

* gxeat indifference. 

* How ilrange will the art of this man appear 

* to you ,prefently, who had fufiicient addrefs t3 

* convert that very circumftance which had at firit 

* occaiioned my diilike, into the firft feeds of afiV.c- 

* -lion for him ! 

* You have often; I believe, heard my filler Betty 
'* play on the harpfichord ; fhe was indeed reputed 

* the bell performer in the whole country* 

* I was the fartheH Jn the world from regarding 
< this perfection of her's with envy. In reality, 

* perhaps^ I defpifed all perfedlion of thi^ kind ; 
' at lead, as I had neither ikill nor ambition to 

* excel vthis way, I looked upon it as a matter of 

* mere indifference* 

* Hebbers £rff put this emulation in my head* 

* He took great pains to perfuade me, that I had 

* much greater abilities of the mufical kind thaa 

* my iiiler; and that I might with the greateffr 

* eafe, if I pleafed, excel her; offering me, at the 

* fame time, his affidance, if I would refolve to un« 

* dertake it. 

* When he had fufiiciently inflamed my aaibiti»n, 

* in which perhaps he found too little difficulty, the 

* continual praifes of my filler, which before 1 had 

* difregarded,^ became more and more naufeous in 

* my ears; and the rather as mufic being the favour* 
«ixc pafljon of my father, I became apprehenfive 
' (not without frequent hints from Hebbtx^ ^^ xJcvax- 

C 4 Tk^va>\0^ 
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' nature) that fhe might gain too great a prefeitflce 

* in hib favour. 

* To my harpfichord then I applied myfelf niVht 

* and day, with fuch induftry and attention, that 

* I Toon be^an to perform in a tolerable manner. I 

* do not abfolutely fay I excelled my fifter; for 

* m^ny were of a different opinion ; but indeed 

* there might be fome partiality in all that. 

* Hebbersy at leaft* declared himfclf on my fide». 
' and nobody could doubt his judgment. He 
^ afTertcd openly, that I played in the better man- 

* ner of the two ; and one day, when I was playing 
'to him alone, he afFefted to burA into a rapture 

* of admiration, and, fqueczing me gently by the 
' hand, faid, There, madam, I now declare yon ex- 
' eel your fif^er as much in mufic as, added he, in a 
' wbifpering iigh, you do her and all the world, ia 

* every other charm.' 

' No woman can bear any foperiorty in what- 
' ever thing; (he defires to excel m. I now began 

< to hate all the admirers of my iifier, to be aneafy 

< a-t every commendation bellowed on her (kill in 
' mufic, and confequently to love Hebbers for the 

* preference which he gave to mine. 

* It was now that I began to farvey the hand-* 
' « fome perfon of Hebbers with pleafure. And here, 

* Mr, Booth, I will betray to you the grand fecret 
« of our fcx.— Many women, I believe, do, with 
« great innocence, and even with great indifference, 
' converfe with men of the fincft perfons; bat this 
« I am confident may be affirmed with truth, that, 

* when a woman once comes to aik this qneflion 

* of herfelf; is the man whom I like for fome 

* other reafon handfome ? her fate, and his too, 
« very ftrongly depend on her anfweiing in the 

* aflirmative. 

« Hebbers no fooncr perceiveed that he made an 

* imprelTion* on my heart, of which, I am fatisficd, 

* I gave him too undeniable tokens,; than he affed- 
« cd, on a fudden, to fhun me in the moft apparent 
« manner. He wore the moft melancholy air m my 

< piefencf, and, by his dejected look? and fighs, 

* firmly . 
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* firmly pcrfuaded me, that there was fome fecret 

* forrow Jabouring in his bofom; nor will it be 

* difficalt for you to imagine to what caafe I im- 

* potcd it. 

* Whilft I was wiOiing for his declaration of a 

* paflion, in which, I thought, J could not be mif- 

* taken, and, at the fame time, trembling, whenever 
:« we met, with the apprchenfion of this very decla- 

* ration, the widow Carey came from London to 

* make us a vidt, intending to flay the whole fummer 

* at oar houfe. 

« Thofe, who know Mrs. Carey, will fcarce think 
< I do her an injury, in faying, (he is far from be- 

* ing handfome; and yet ihe is as finiihed a co-> 

* quette as if (he had the higheft beauty to fupport 

* that chara&er. But, perhaps, you have feen her ; 

* and, if you have, I am convinced you will readily 
« fubfcribe to my opinion.* 

Booth anfwered, he had not; and then ihe pro« 
ceeded as in th« following chapter : 



T 



CHAP. VIIL 

Ihehift^ry of Mi/s Matthews €9ntinued. 
HIS young lady had not been three days 



_ with os^ before Hebbers grew fo particular 
with her, that it was generally obferved, and my 
poor father, who, I believe, loved the cornet as 
if he had been his fon, began tojefton the oc- 
caiion, as one who would not be difpleafed at 
throwing a good jointure into the arms of hia 
friend. 

• You will eafily guefs, fir, the difpofition of my 
mind onr this occafion; but I was not permitted 
to faffer long under it ; for one day, when Heb- 
bers was alone with me, he took an opportunity 
of expreffing his abhorrence at the thoughts of 
marrying for intereft, contrary to his inclinations. 
X was warm on the fubjed, and I believe, went fo 
far as to fay, that none but fools and villains did fo. 
He replied, with ^ figh, yes, madam, but what 
would you think of a man whofe heart is all the 
C 5 ^ >n\C\V^ 
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* while bleeding for another woman, to whom be 

* ^ould willingly facrifice the world ; but, becaufe 

* he mud facrifice her intereft at well as his own, 

* never durll even give her a hint of that paflion 

* which was preying on his very vitals? do you 

* believe, Mils Fanny, there is fuch a wretch on 

* earth ? I anfwered, with an affumed coidnefs, I 

* did not believe there was. He then took me 

* gently by the hand, and with a look fo tender, 

* that 1 cannot defcribe it, vowed he was himfelf 

* that wretch. Then darting, as if confcious of an 

* error committed, he cried with a faltering voice, 

* what am I faying ? pardon me. Miff Fanny ; iincc 

* I beg only your pity, I never will a(k for more.— 

* At thefe words, hearing my father coming up, I 
' betrayed myfelf entirely, if, indeed, I had not 

* done it before. I haftily withdrew my hand, 

* cr)ing, huih! for heaven's fake, my fatjier isjuft 

* coming in ; my blufhes, my lock, and my accent 

* telling him^ I fuppofe, all which he wiflied to 

* know. 

* A few days now brought matters to an eclair- 

* ciiTeraent between us ; the being undeceived in 

* what had given me fo much uneafineTs, gave me 

* a pleafure too fweet to be refilled. To triumph 

* over the widow, for whom I had, in a very fliort 

* time, contracted a moft inveterate hatred, was a 

* pride not to be defcribed. Hebbers appeared to 

* me to be the caufe of all this^happinefs. I doubted 
< not but that he had the moft difinterefled paffion for 

* me, and thought him every way worthy of its 
' return, i did return it, and accepted him as my 

* lover. 

^ * He declared the greateft appreheniions of my 

* father's fufpicion, though I am convinced thefe 

* were caufelefs, had his dcfigns been honourable.- 

* To blind thefe, I con Tented that he fhould carry 

* on fham addrcfles to the Widow, who was now 

* a conllant jeft between us; and he pretended, 

* from time to time, to acquaint me faithfully with 

* ^very thing that pafled at his interviews with her ; 

* nor was this faithlefs woman wanting in her part 

of 
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* of the deceit. She carried hcrfelf to me all the 
' while with a fhew. of afFeflion, and pretended t<y 

* have the utmoil friendihip for me. But fuch are: 

* the friendihips of women!' 

At this remark, Booth^, though enough affefted. 
at fome parts of the ftory, had great difficulty to 
refrain. from laughter; but, by good luck, heefcaped 
being perceived; and the lady went on without 
interruption. 

* I am come now to a part of my narrative fit 

* which it is impoffible to be particular, without 

* being tedious ; for as to the commerce betweea 

* lovers, it is, I believe, much the fame in all cafes^. 

* and there is, perhaps, fcarce a fingle phrafe that, 

* hath not been repeated ten millions of times. 

* One thing, however, as I flrongly remarked it 

* then, .fo I will repeat it to yon now;. In all our 

* converfations, in moments when he fell into the. 

* warmed raptures, and exprefled the greateft un-, 

* eafinefs at the delay of his joys, he fefdom men- 

* tioned the word marriage; and never once foli- 
' cited a day for that purpofe. Indeed women. 

* cannot be cautioned too much againft fuch lovers;. 

* for though I have heard, and perhaps truly, oF 
y fome of our fex of a virtue fo exalted, that it is. 

* proof againll every temptation ; yet the generality^. 

* I am afraid, are too much in the power of a man^ 

* to whom they have owned an affe^ion^ What isi 

* called being upon a good footing, is, perhaps, be- 

* ing upon a very dangerous one ; and a woman who 

* hath given her confent to marry,, can hardly befaidi 

* to be fafe till (he is married. 

* And now, fir,* I haften to the period of my 

* ruin* We had a wedding ia ovtv family; my 

* mufical filler waa married to a young fellow as* 

* mufical a3 herfelf. Such a match, you may be- 

* fiire, amongft other feftivities, muft have a ball,. 
« Oh! Mr. Booth, (hall modelly forbid me to re- 

* mark to you whatpafledon that occafion? but why^ 

* do I\ mention roodefly, who have nopr^tdnfion* 

* to lil every thiag was faid, and praflifed, out 
^ that occafion, as if the purpofe had been to in- 

C 4 ' •^ ^^asBfc 



3t AMELIA. took U 

* flame the mind of every woman prefent. That 

* efFedt, I freely own to you, k had with me. Mu- 

* iic, dancing, wine, and the mod lufcioas conver- 

* facion, in which my poor dear father innocently 

* joined, raifed ideas in me of which I (hall for 

* ever repent; and I wiihed (why fhoald I deny 
' it?) that it had been my wedding, inflead of my 

* filler's. 

* The villain Hebbers danced with me that night, 
' and he loft no opportunity of improving the oc- 
' cafion* In -fhort, the dreadful evening came» 

* My father, though it was a very unufaal thing 

* with him, grew intoxicated with liquor; moft in 

* the men were in the fame condition ; nay, I my- 

* {tlf drank more than I was accuftomed to, enough 

* to inflame, though not to diforder* I loft my 

* former bed-fellow, my" fitter, and—you may, I 
' think, guefs the reft — the villain foand means to 

* ileal to my chamber, and I was undone. 

' • Two months I paflcd in this deteftcd commerce, 

* buying, even then, my guilty, half tafted plea- 
' fures at too dear a rate, with continual horror and 

* apprehenfion; but what have I paid fi nee, what 

* do I pay now, Mr. Booth? O may my fate be a 

* warning to every woman to keep her innocence, 

* to refift every temptation, fincc fhe is certain to 

* repent of the foolifh bargain. May it be a warn- 

* ing to her to deal with mankind with care and 

* caution; to ftiun the leaft approaches of dilho- 

* nour, and never to confide too much in the ho- 

* nefty of a man, nor in her own ftrength, where 

* ftie has fo much at ftake; let Iter remember ilie 
' walks on a precipice, and the bottomlefs pit is to 

* receive her, if ftie flips; nay, if ftw makes but 
' one falfe ftep. 

* I alk your pardon, Mr. Booth, I might hnfe 

* fpared thefe exhortations, lincc no woman heats 

* me; but you will not wonder at feeing me affeded 
« on this occafion/ 

Booth declared he was msch more furprifed at her 
being able fo well to prqferve her temper in recount* 
ing &r ftory. 



Ghtp. S. AMELIA. '37 

< O fir, anAvered ihe> I am at leiigtii reeoDciied 

* to my fate$ an^ I can now die wkh pUutfare, 

* fince I die reireiiged. I am not ^ne of thc^ mean 

* wretches who can fit dotnffi and lamei^t tfaeir mis- 
' fortuneB. If I erer (hed tears, they are die tears 
' of indignatiott^bot I will proceed. 

* It waft my fate now to i(>itcit marrk^) •and I 

* failed > not to do it in the molf earaen Manner* 

* He ahfwered me at firft with procraftinatione, de- 

* daring, from time to time, he would menfloa it 

* to my father, and ftill excnfing himielF for not 

< doing it. At laft he thought on ab ^xpedknt to 

* obtain a k>ager repriete. ThU was by pre^nd- 

* ing that he (hoald, in a very few weeks, be pre-" 

* ferred to the command of a troop { and then, he 

* faid, he ^ald, with ibme confidence, propofe the 

* match. 

* In this delay, I wss perfaaded to acqaiefce ; 

* and was indeed pretty eafy ; for I had not yet the 
'■ lead miftruft of his honour; but what w^ds can 

* paint my fenfati^Mis { when one mon»infi; he came 

* mto-my room, with all the marks of dgedion in 

* his countenance, and throwing an open letter on 

* the table, faid, there is news, madam, in (hat 
' letter, which I am unable to tell you ; nor can it 
« give you more concern than it hath given me. 

* This letter was from his captain, to acquaint 
' him, that the rout, as they call it, was arrived, 

< and that they were to march within two days. 

* And this, I am fince convinced, wite wtiat he ex- 

* peded, inllead of the preferment which had been 

* made the pretence of delaying our marriage. 

* The (hock which I felt at reading this was in-^ 
' expreffibk, occafioned indeed principally by the 

* departure of a villain whom I lovted. However, 

* I foon acquired fu&cient prefence of mind to re- 

* member the main point; and I now iniifted pe- 

* remptorily on his making me immediately his wife, 

* whatever might be the confequence. 

* He feemed thcmderilrack at this propofal, be* 

* ing, I fuppofe, deJIitute of any excufe: but I was 

* too impment to wait for an -nnfwer,. attd cnad oisit 
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* with much eagernefs, Aire yoa cannot hefitate a 

* moment upon this matter-— —hefiute ! madam ! 
' replied he ^ what you aflc is impoflible^is this a 
^ time for me to mention a thing of this kind to 
« your father?— my eyes were now opened all at 

* once — I fell into a rag6 little (hort of madnefs. 

* Tell not me, I cried, ofimpoffibilitiesy nor times, 

* nCf.of my: father my honour, my reputation, 

^ myall are at flake. 1 will have no excufe, no 

' delay— -make me your wife this inftant, or I 

* will proclaim you over the face of the whole earth 

* fbr the greateft of villains.— He anfwered, with 

* a kindoffneer, What will you proclaim, madam? — 

< whofe honour will you injure? My tongue faltered 

* when I offered to reply, and I fell into a violent 
■* agony, which ended in a fit; nor do I remember 

* any thing more that pafTed, till I found myfelf in 

* the arms of my poor affrighted father. 

* O,- Mr. Booth! what was then my fituation. 

* I tremble even now from the refle6lion.—» I muft 

< Hop a moment. I can go no farther.' Booth at- 
tempted all in his power to foothe her; and (he 
foon recovered her powers, and proceeded in her 
ftory. 

C H A P. IX. 

In tvbtcb Mi/s Matthews concludes her relation. 

* 15 E FORE I had recovered my fenfes, J had 

* Jj fufficienily betrayed myfelf to the befl of 
*■ men, who indead of upbraiding me, or exerting 
« any anger, endeavoured to comfort me all he- 
' could, with afTurances that all fhould yet be well. 

* This goodnefs of his affedled me with inexprcf- 

* fible ienfations; I proftrated myfelf before him, 
' embraced and kiflfed his knees, and almoft dif- 

< folved in tears, and a degree of tendernefs hardly 

* to be conceived — But I am running into too mi« 
' nute defcriptions.. 

* Hebbers^ feeing me in a fit, had left me, and 

* fent one of the fervants to take care of me. He- 
^ thea ran away like a thief from the houfe, with- 

* out 
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* ouc taking his leave of my father, or once thank- 

* ing him for all his civilities. He did not flop at 
' his quarters, but made directly to London^ appre- 

* heniive, I believe, either of my father or brother's 

* refentment; for I am convinced he is a coward. 

* Indeed his fear of my brother was utterly ground- 

* lefs ; for I believe, he would rather have thanked 

< any man who had deftroyed me; and I am fure I 

* am not in the leall behind hand with Him in good 

* wiihes. 

• All his inveteracy to mc, had, however, no ef- 
' fed on my father, at leaft at that time; for 
' though the good man took fufficien^ occafions te 

* reprimand me for my pad offence, he could not 

* be brought to abandon me. A treaty of mar- 

* riage was now fet on foot, in which my father 

* himfelf offered me to Hebbers, with a ' fortune 

< fuperior to that which had been given with my 

* filter; nor could all my brother's remonflrancet 
' againfl it, as an ad of the higheil injuflice, avail. 

• Hebbers entered into the treaty, though not 

* with much warmth. He had even the afluraifce 

* to make additional demands on my father, which 

* being complied with, every thing was concluded, 

* and the villain once more received into the houfe» 

* He foon found means to obtain my forgivenefs 
' of his former behaviour; indee'd he convinced 

* me, fo foolifhly blind is female love, that he had 
« never been to blame. 

• When every thing was ready for our nuptials, 

* and the day of the ceremony was to be appointed, 

* in the midft of my happinefs, I received a letiep 
' from an unknown hand, acquainting me (guefs, 

* Mr. Booth, how I was fhocked at receiving it) 

* that Mr. Hebbers was already married to a woman, 

* in a diflant part of the kingdom. 

< I will not tire you with all that paffed at our next 

* interview. I communicated the letter to Heb. 
' bers, who, after fome little hefitation, owned the 

* fad ; and not only owned it, but had the addrefs 

* to improve it to his own advantage, to make it 

* the means of fatisfying me concerning all his for- 
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' ilier delays; which, to fay the truth, I was not 

* fo much di/pleafed at imputing to any degree of 
' villainy, as 1 (hoold ha?e been to impute it to the 
'want of a fafHcient warmth of affedlion ; and 
' though the difappointment of all my hopes, at 

* the very indant of their expe6^cd fruition, threw 

* me into the moft violent diforders ; yet when I 
' came a little to myfclf, he had no great difficulty 

* to perfuade me thai in every inllahce, with regard 

* to me, Hebbers had afted from. no other motive 

' than from the moft ardent and ungovernable love., 
^ And there i9» I believe, no crime which a woman 

* will not forgive, when ihe can derive it from that 

* fotmtaiti. la O\ort, I forgave him ali» and am 

* willing to ptrfoade myfelf I am not weaker than 

* the reft of my fex. Indeed, Mr. Booth, he hath 

* a bewitching tongue, and is mailer of an addrefs 

* that no wom^n could reiift.' I do affure you the 
' charms of his perfon are his Icaft perfedion, at 

* leaft in my eye.* 

Here Booth fmiled, but happily without her per- 
tciving it. 

• A frefh difficulty (continued (he) now arofe. 
This wais to excufe the delay of the ceremony to 
my father, who every day very earnettly urged it. 
This made me (o very uneafy, that f at laft liftened 
to a propofal, which if any one, in the days of 
rtiy innocence, or even a few days before, had 
ariured me I could Jiave fubmitted to have thought 
of, I ftiould have treated the fappofition with the 
higheft contempt and indignation; nay, I fcarc6 
refled on it now with more horror than aftonifhment. 
In (hort, I agreed to ruli away with him. To 
leave my father, my repatation, every thing which 
was or ought to have been dear to me, and i6 
live with this villain as a miilrefs, Unce I could not 
be his wife. 

* Was not this an obligation of the higheft and 
tendereft kind, and had I not reafon to expeft 
every return in the man's power on whom I had 
conferred it. 

« I will 
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* I will make fliort of the remainder of ny ftory : 
for what is there of a womaK worth relating, after 
what I have told you I 

* Above a year I l»ved with this man in an Obfcure 
coart in London^ duiing which time I had a child 
by him, whom Heaven, I thank it, kath been; 
pleafed to take to itfelf.. 

* I>aring many months he behaved to me witH 
all the apparent tenderneft^ and even Ibndnefs im* 
aginable; bttt, a]as^ how poor was my enjoyment 
of this, compared to what it wonld have been Irt 
another fitaation? when he was prefent, life was 
barely tolerable; bat when he was abfent/ nothing 
coald equal the miiery I endured* I paft my 
hoars almoft entirely atone r for no companv, but 
what I defpifed, would confort with me. Aoroad^. 
I fcarce ever went, left I fhould meet any of my 
former acquaintance; for their fight would have 
plnnged a thoafaad daggera in my foul. My 
only diver fion was going very ieldom to a play^ 
where I hid rayfelf in the gallery, with a daughter 
of the woman of the houfe. -A girl indeed of good 
fenie, and many good qualities: but how much 
beneath me was it to be the companion of a creature 
fo low ! O heavens ! when I have feen my equals 
glittering in a fidebox, how have the thoughts of 
my toft hoitour torn my foull' 

*■ Pardon me, dear madam,' cries Booth, * for tn- 
terruptsng yoo; but I am nnder the utmoft anxiety 
to know what beeame of your poor father, for 
whom I have fo great a i«fpe£t, and who, I am 
convinced, muft io bitterly feel your lofs.V 
< O Mr. Booth,' anfwered flie, * he was fcarce 
ever oat of mythoaghts. His dear image flill ob- 
truded itfelf, in my mind, and 1 believe woald 
have broken my heart, had I not taken a very 
prepofterons way to eaib myfeUF. I am indeed ai- 
moft afhamed to^tell you ; out neceility put ic ift 
my head. >>— You will think the matter^oo tHfling 
to have been remembered, and fo it ftrreiy was ; 
nor (hottld 1 have remembered it on any other oc- 
cafion. You muft know thcu> fa, ^Sl^x. tci^ >'»^*' 
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ther was always my inveterate enemy* and alto- 
gether at fond of my fifter. He once prevailed 
with my father to let him lake my fifter with him 
in the chariot, and by that means I was difap- 
pointed of going to a ball which I had fet my 
heart on. The difappointment, I aflure you, was 
^reat at the time ; but I had lone fince forgotten 
It. I muft have been a very l>ad woman if I 
had not: for it was the only thing in which I can 
remember that my father ever difobliged me. 
However, I now revived this in my hiifidt which 1 
artificially worked up intofo high an injury, that 
1 aifure you it afforded me no little comfort* 
V/hen any tender idea intruded into my bofom, 
I immediately raifed this fantome of an injury, in 
viy imagination^ and it coniiderably leiTened the 
fury of that forrow which I (hould have other- 
wiie felt for the lofs of fo good a father : who 
di^d within a few months of my departure from 
him. 

* And now, fir, to draw to a conclufioo. One 
night as 1 was in the gallery at Drury-Lane play- 
houfe, I faw below me, in a fide-box— -((he 
was once below me ih every place) that widow 
whom I mentioned to you before- ■ I had fcarce 
call my eyes on this woman, before I was fo 
ihocked with the fight, that it almoft deprived 
me of my fenfes ; for the villain Hebbers came 
prefently in, and feated himfelf behind her. ~ 

* He had been almofl a month from me, and I 
f believed him to be at his quarters in Yorkfliire. 

* Guefs what were my fenfations, when 1 beheld 
' him fitting by that bafe woman, and talking to 
' her with the utmofi familiarity. I could not long 

* endure ttiis fight ; and having acquainted my 

* companion that 1 was taken fuddenly ill, 1 forced 
' her to go home with me at the end of the fecond 

* aft* 

* After a refilefs and fleeplefs night, when I rofe 
< the next morning I had the comfort to receive a 

* vifit from the woman of the houfe, who, after a 
' W€ry fliort introdu£lian» afkcd me when I had 

heard 
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heard from the captain, and when I expelled tO 
fee him? I had not ftrength or fpifits to make 
her any anfwer; and (he proceeded thus : indeed 
I did not think the captain would have ufed me 
fo. My hufband was an officer of the army, as 
well as himfelf ; and if a body is a little low in 
the world, I am fare that is no reafon for folks to 
trample on a body.' I defy the.world to fay as I 
ever was guilty of an ill thing. For heaven's 
fake, madam, fays I> what do you mean! Mean! 
cries (he, 1 am fare if I had not thought you had 
been captain Hebber's lady, his lawful lady too« 
you (hould never have.fet footing in my houfe. I 
would have captain Hebbers kiiow, that though 
I am reduced to let lodgings, I never have enter- - 
tained any but perfonsof charadter.— In this man- 
ner, fir, ftie ran on, faying many ihocking things 
not worth repeating, tilL my anger at lall got the 
better of my patience as well as my forrow, and I 
puihed h^r out of the room. 

* She had not been long gone before her daugh- 
ter came to me, and alter many expreflions of 
tendernefs and pity acquainted me, that her md- 
ther had juft found out, by means of the captain'a 
fervant, that the captain was married to another 
lady ; which if you did not know before, madam, 
faid file, I am forry to be the meiTenger of fuch ill 
news, 

* Think, Mr. Booth, what I mail have endured 
to fee myfelf humbled before fuch a creature as 
this, the daughter of a woman who lets lodgings ! 
however, having recollefted myfelf a little, I 
thought it would be in vain. to deny any thing ; fo 
knowing this to be one of the befl natured, and 
moft fenfible girls in the world, I refolved to tell 
her my whole ftdry, and for the future to make her 
my confidante. 1 anfwered her, therefore, with a 
good deal of afTurance, that (he need not regret 
celling me this piece of ill news, for I had knowa 
it before I came to her houfe* 

* Pardon me, madam, replied the girl, you can* 
not poiTibly have known it fo long -/iot \x^ Vi^x^ 
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* not been married above a week : lad night was the 
' £rft time of his appearing in public with his wife ar 

* the play. Indeed, I knew very well the caufe of 

* your uneaiinefs there ; but would not mention — 

' His wife at the play ! angered 1 eagerly : what 

* wife ! whom da you mean }* 

* I mean the widow Carey, madam, replied fhe; ta 
'* whom the captain was married a few daya fince. 
' His fervant was here laft night to pay for yoor^ 

* lodging; and he told it my mother. 

* 1 know not what anfwer I made, or whether I 

* made any; I prefently fell dead on the floor, and 

* it was with great di^cnlty I was brought back t» 

* life by the poor girl : for neither the mother, nor 
' the maid of the houfe, would lend me any aflilbiBce, 

* both feeming to regard me rather as a monfter than 
' a woman. 

* Scarce bad I recovered the ufe of my fenfet , wben 

* I received a letter from the villain, declaring be 
' had not afTarance to fee my face, and very kindly 

* adviiing me to endeavour to recohcile myfelf tamy 
' family ; conceding with an offer, in cafe I did not 

* fucceed, to allow me twenty pounds a year to fnp« 

* port me in fome remote part of the kingdom* 

* i need not mention my indignation at tbefe pro* 
' pofals. In the higheil agony of rage, I went in 

* a chair to the deteftcd houfe, where I eaiily got 

* accefs to the wretch I had devoted to deftrudion, 
' whom I no fooner found within my reach, than I 

* plunged a drawn penknifie, which I had prepared- 
^ in my pocket for the purpofe, into his accnrfed 

* heart. For this fa£t I was immediately feised, and 

* foon after committed hither ; and for this fad I am 

* ready to die, and (hall, with pleafure, receive the 

* fentenceofthelaw.' 

* Thus, fir,' faid fhe* * I have related to you my 
f unhappy ftory; and if I have tired your patience, 

* by dwelling too long on thofe parts which afFeded 
^ me the moil, i a& your pardon.' 

Booth made a proper fpeech on this occafioiv 
and having expre£^d much concern at her prefent 

£tuation. 
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fitaation, concluded that he hoped herfentence would 
be milder than fhe feetned to expert. 

Her repljF to this was full of To much bittbrnefs 
«and indigaatioiiy that we do not think: proper to re« 
cord the fpeech at length ; in which, having vented 
her paffion, (he all at once put on a ferene counte- 
nance, and with an air of gi-eat complaceacy, faid, 
■* Well, Mr. Booth, I think I have now a right to 
« iktisfy my curiofityy at the^xpcnceof your breath. 
•* J may fay it is not altogether a «ain cnriofity: for 

< perimps I have had^ indinatioa enough to intereft 

* myfelf in whatever concerns you ; — but no jnattef 
"* for that-*.thoie days (added ihe with a figh) are 

* novoven.' 

Booth, who was extremely good-natarcd and well 
bred, told her that ihe ihould not coriimand him twice 
' whatever cwas^n 'his, power; and then, after the ufual 
apology, v«ras 'going to begin his hiftory> when the 
keeper arrived, and acquainted the lady that dinned 
V^as ready, arthe fame time iaying, * I fuppofe, ma- 
'"* daiB,as the gentleman is an acquaintance of yours, 
-^ heiaiift dine with us too.' 

Miftl4atthewt told the keeper that (he had only 
*^one word to mention in private to the gentleman, 
-and that then they would both attend him. — She 
cthen pnUed her purfe from her pocket, in which 
were upwards of twenty guineas, being the remain- 
der of the money for which (he had fold a gold re- 
peating watch, her father's prefent, with fome other 
trinkets, and defired Mr* Booth to take what he 
ihould have occasion for;— faying, * You know, 1 

< believe, dear Will, I never valued money; and 

< now I am fure I ihall have very little nie for it/ 
Booth, with much difficulty, accepted of two gui- 
neas; and then they both together attended the 
keeper. 
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CHAP- X. 

fiahli talk, c9Hjifttng tf afacttious difcourfi that pajfei 
in the frijhnm 

THERE were aflembled at the table the go- 
vernor of thefe (not improperly called innr- 
na]) regions; the lieuttn^ant governor, vulgarly- 
named the firft turnkey ; Mifs Matthews, Mr. 
Booth, Mr. Robinfon the sambler, feveral other 
prifoners of both fexes, and one Marphy, an at* 
torncy. 

The governor took the firft opportunity to bring 
the affair of Mifs Matthews upon the carpet, and 
then turning to Murphy, he faid, ' it is "^tiy lucky 

* this gentleman happens to be prefent; 1 do aiTore 
' yon, madam, your canfe cannot be in abler hands, 

* He is, I believe, the befl man in England at a de« 

* fence; I have known him often fucceed againft the 

* mod pofitive evidence.' 

< Fy, fir,* anfwered Murphy, * you know I hate 

* all this ; but if the lady will truft me with her 
' caufe, I will do the beft in my power. Come, ma- 

< dam, do not bedifcouraged; a bit of manilaughter 

* and cold iron, I hope, will be the worft: or pcr- 

* haps we may come off better, with a ilice of chance- 

* medley, ory^ defendendo,* 

* 1 am very ignorant of- the law, fir,' cries the 
lady. 

* Yes, madam,* anfwered Murphy, * it cannot 

* be expedled you (hould underftiand it. There art 
f very few of us who profefs it, that underhand the 

* whole; — nor is it neceflary we ihould. There is a 

< great deal of rubbifliof little ufe about indidments 

< and abatements, and bars, and ejedlments, and 
' trovers, and fuch fluff, with which people cram 

* their heads to little purpofe. The chapter of evi- 
' dence is the main bufinefs ; that is the fheet-anchor : 

* that is the rudder, which brings the veffel fafe in 

* Portum. Evidence is indeed the whcjle, the fuiama 

* tciidis, for de nou apparentibus tt non injtftentikus eau" 

* dem eft ratio. ^ 

I Uf 
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* If you a(fdrefs yourfelf to me, fir/ faid the lady, 

* you are much too laarned, I alTure you, for my an* 
« derftanding/ 

* Tace; madam,* anfwered Murphy, * is Latin 

* for a candle: I commend your prudence. I fhall 

< know the particulars of your cafe when we are 

< alone/ ► 

* I hope the lady,' faid Robinfon, ' hath no fufpi- 

* cion of any perfon here. I hope we are all perfons 

* of honour at this table.* 

* D— n my eyes!' anfwered a well-dreiTed woman, 

* I can anfwer for myfelf and the other ladies ; 

* though I never faw the lady in my life, ihe need 

* not be (hy of us, d— n my eyes ; I fcorn to rap* 

* againft any lady.* 

* D-«-n me, madam P cried another female, * I 
' honour what. you have done. I once put a knife 

* into a cull myfelf— fo my fcrvice, to you, madam^ 
*• and I wifh you may come off withy^ diffidendo^ with 

* all my heart.' 

* I beg, eood woman,' faid Mifs Matthews, ' yoa 
' would talk on fome other fubjedi, and give yourfelf 

* no concern about my affairs.' 

* You fee, ladies,' cried Murphy, * the gentlewo- 
^ man doth not care to talk on this matter befoie 

* company: fo pray do not prefs her."* 

' Nay, lvalue the lady's acquaintance no more 

* than (he values mine,' cries the firfl woman who 

fpoke * I have kept as good company as the lady, 

« I believe, every day in the week. Good woman ! 

* I do not ufe to be fo treated— If the lady fays fuch 

* another word to me, d — n me, I will darken her 

* day-lights. Marry come up, good woman ! — the 

* lady's a whore as well as nkyfelf ; and though I am 

* fent hither to mill doll, d — n my tyti^ I have mo- 

* ney enough to buy it off, as well as the lady her* 
« felf.' 

A&ion might perhaps foon have enfued this 
fpeech, had not the keeper intcrpofed his authority, 
and put an end to any further difpute. Soon after 
which, the company broke up ; and none but him- 

' •A caat wordf meaning to fwesir, or tativtr to ^ttyaxt '^oxtt^rXi* 
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felf, Mr. Murphy, Captain Booth, and Mifs Mat- 
thews remained together, 

Mifs Matthews then, at the entrraty of the keeper^ 
began to op^n her cafe to Mr. Mvrphy, whom (he 
admitted to be her folUcitor, though Qie (lill declared 
file was indii^erent as to the event of the trial. 
. Mr. Murphy having heard all the particulars with 
which the reader is already acqaainted (as far as 
related to the murder) (hook his head, and faid, 

* There is but one circumilance» iiiadain» which I 
' wifli was oist of the cafe; and that we mad pot 
^ out of it: I mean the carrying the penknife drawn 

* into the room with yoo ; for that feems to imply 
^ malice prepenfive, as we call it in the law : this 

* circumftance therefore muil not appear againft you; 
< and if the fervant who was in the room obferved 
' this, he mtift be bought off at all hazards. AH 
' here, you (^y^ are friends; therefore I tell voa 
' openly, you muft furniih me with money fufficient 

* for this purpofe. Malice is all we^have to gpard 

* againft. 

' I would not prefume, ilr,' cries Booth, ' to in* 
' inform you in theLaw; but I have heard in cafe of 
f tabbing, a man may be indi£ted upon the ila- 
' tttte; and it is capital, though no malice ap* 

* pears. 

* You fay true, fir,* anfwered Murphy, * a man may 
f be indided cMtra formam ftatutis\ and that me- 
' thod, 1 allow you, requires no malice; I prefume 

* you arc a lawyer, fir ?* 

* No, indeed, fir/ anfwered Booths * I know no* 

* thing of the law. 

* Then, fir, I will tell you— -if a man be indited 

* contra firmam ft atutist as we fay, no malice is neoef* 

* fary ; becaufe the form of the ftatute makes ma- ^ 

* lice ; and then what we have to guard againft ii ' 

* having ftruck the firH blow— pox on*t, it is unlucky 
' this was done in a room-— If it had been in the 
' ilreet, we could have had five or fix witnefiTes to 
' have proved the firft blow, cheaper than I am afraid 

* we fhall.get this one; for when a man knows« from 
« the unhappy circumfUnces of the cafe, that you 

< can 
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* can procure no other witnefs but himfelf, he is al- 

* ways dear. It is fo in all other ways of buiinefs 

* -I am very implicit, you fee; but we are all 

* among friends. The fafell way is to furnjlh me 

* wich money enough to offer him a good round Aim 
"• at once; and, I think (it is for your good I fpeak) 

* 'fifty pounds is the leaft that can be offered him.— 
^ i do afTure you, I would offer him no lefs, was it my 

* own cafe.' 

* And do you think, fir,' faid ihe, * that I would 
^ fave my life at the cxpence of Jiiring another to 

* perjure himfelf? 

* Ay, furely do I,' cries .Murphy, • for where is the 
' fault, admitting there is fome fault in perjury, as 
' you call it ; and to be fure, it is fuch a matter, as 

* every man would rather wifli to avoid than not ; 

* and yet, as it may be managed, there is not fo much 
« as fome people are apt to imagine in it; for he; 
•* need not kifs the book, and then pray where is the 

* perjury? but, if the crier is Iharper than ordinary, 

* what is ithekiffes? is it any thing but a bit of 
*^ calves-fkin ? I am fure a man muft be a very bad 

* chriftian himfelf, who wouW not do fo much as 
' that io fave the life of any chriftian whatever, much 

* more of fo pretty a lady ^Indeed, madam, if we 

* can make out but a tolerable cafe, fo much beauty 

* will go a great way with the judge and the jury 

* too-' 

The latter part of this fpee<;h^ notwithftanding the 
mouth it came from, caufed mifs Matthews to fup- 
prefs much of the indignatioh which began to arife 
at thfe former; and fhe anfwer^d with a fmilc, * Sir, 
« you are a great cafuifl in thefe matters;, but we 

* need argue no longer concerning them; for if fifty 

< pounds would fave my life, 1 aiffureyou I could not 

* command that fum. The little money I have in 

< my pocket is all I can call my own ; and, I appre- 

* bend, in the iifuation lam in^ I (hall have verylit- 

* riepf that to fpare* 

• Come, come, madam,' cries Murphy, < life is 

< fwect, let me tell you, and never fweeter than 

* ivhen we are aear lofing it. I have knowa mzxc^ ^ 
Vol. X. D « \w^^ 
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« man very brave and undaunted at his firft commit- 

* meott who, when bufinefs began tothicken a litde 
< upon him, hath changed his note. Itis no timeco 

* be faving in your condition.* 

The keeper, who, after the liberality of Mi/sMat* 
thewsf and on feeing a purfe of guineas in her hand, 
had conceived a great opinion of her wealth, no fooncr 
heard that the fum which he had in intention entiretf 
confifcated for his own oie, was attempted to be broke 
~n upon^ thought it high time to be upon his guard. 
To be furc,* cries he, * Mr. Murphy, life is fwect 
as you fay, that muft be acknowledged; to be fore 
life is fweet ; but fweet as it is, no perfons can ad- 
vance more than they are worth to fave it. And 
indeed, if the lady can command no more money 
than that little (he mentions, (he is to be com- 
ipendedforher unwillingnefs to part with any of it; 
for, to be fure, as (he fays, (he will want every far- 
thing of that, to live like a gentlewoman till (he 
comes to her trial. And, to be fure, as fweet as 
life is, people ought to take care to be able to live 
fweetly while they do live: belides, I cannot help 
faying, the lady fliows hcrfelf to be what (he is, by 
her abhorrence of perjury, which is certainly a very 
dreadful crime. And, though the not kiffing the 
book, doth, as you fay, make a great deal of dif- 
ference ; and, if a man had a great while to li?e 
and repent, perhaps he might fwallow it well 
enough ; yet, when people comes to be near their 
end (as who can venture to foretell what will be 
the lady's cafe 1) they ought to take care not to 
over-burthen their confcience. I hope the lady's 
cafe will not be found murder; for I am fure I 
always wi(h well to all my prifoners, who (how 
themfelves to be gentlemen, or gentlewomen; yet 
one (hould always fear the worft.' 

• Indeed, fir, you fpeak like an oracle,' an- 
fwered the lady ; and one fubornation of perjury 

* would (it heavier on my confcience, than twenty 
•* fuch murders as I am guilty of.' 

* Nav, to be fure, madam,' anfwered the keeper, 

* nobody can pretend to tell what provocation yon 

* muft 
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* muft have had ; and certainly, it can never be im- 

* aginedy that a lady who behaves kerfelf fo hand* 
< (bmely as you have done ever fince yoa have been 

* ander my keys, (hould be guilty of killing a maa 
^ without being very highly provoked to do it/ 

. Mr. Murphy wasj» I believe, going to anfwer^ 
when he was called but of the room ; after which, 
nothing paflTed between the remaining perfons worth 
relating, till Booth and the lady retired back again 
into the lady's apartment. 

Here they fell immediately tq commenting on the 
foregoing difconrfe ; but as their comments were, I 
believe, the fame with what moft readers have made 
on the fame occafion, we (hall omit them. At laft 
Mifs Matthews reminding her companion of his pro« 
mife of relating to her what had oefallen him iince 
ibe interruption of their former acquaintance, he be^ 
g^m as is written in the next book of this hiftory. 
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BOOK. II. 

C H A p. I. 
in njobitb Cdftain Booth iigins to relate his hifttnj. 

THE tea-cable bein'c; Vemoved, and Mr. Boodi 
and the lady left alone, he {>roceed^'d as 
follows : 

* Since you defire, madani, to know the particu- 
lars of my courtfhip to that bed and deareftof wO* 
men, whom I afierwards married; I will endea- 
vour to recolleift them as well as I can, at leaftall 
thofe incidents which are moft worth relating to 
you. 

* If the vulgar opinion of the fatality in marriage 
had ever any foundation, it furely appeared in i^v 
marriage with my Amelia. I knew her in the firtt 
dawn of her beauty ; and, I believe, madam^ Ihe 
had as much as ever fell to the (hare of k woman; 
but though I always admired her, it was long 
without any f[)ark of love. Perhaps the general 
admiration which at that time purfued her, the re- 
fpeft paid her by perfons of the higheft rank, and 
the numberlefs addrefTes which were made her by 
men of great fortune, prevented my afpiring at the 

fjoffeffion of thofe charms, which feemed fo abfo- 
utely out of my reach. However it was, I aflurc 
you, the accident which deprived her of the admi- 
ration of others, made the firll great impreffion on 
my heart in her favour. The injury done to her 
bwauty by the overturning of a chaife, by whicbt 
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* as you may well remember, her lovely nofe was 
^ beat all to pieces, gave me an aiTurance that the 

* woman who had be^en fo much adored for the 

* charms of her perfon, deferved a much higher 
' adoration to be paid to her mind; for that fhe 

* was in the latter refped infinitely more foperior ta 

* the reft of her fex, than ihe had ever been in the 

* former, 

* I admire your tafte extremely,' cried the lady, * I 

* remember perfedl> well the great heroifm with 
' which your Amelia bore that misfortune.* 

* Good heavens ! madam,' anf^vered he, * what a 
^ magnanimity of mind did her behaviour demon-, 
« Urate ! if the world h^ave extolled the firmnefs of 
« foul in a man who can fupport the lofs of fortune ; 

* of a general, who caji be coppofed after theJofs of 
•a viSory; or of a king, who can be contented 
*' with th$ lofs of a crown ; with what aftoniflimeqt 

* ought we t.0 behold, with, vyhat praifes to honour a, 
« 'yoan| lady, who can, wi^h patience and reiignation, 
**fabmu to th^ lofs of exquifite beauty, in other 

* words, to the lofs of fortune, power, glory, every 

* thing which human nature is apt to court and re* 

* joice in ! what muil be the mind, which can bear to 
' be deprived of allthefe in a moment, and by an 

* unfortunate trifling accident; which could fupport 
* ' all this, together with the mod exquiiite torments of 
' body, and with dignity, with refignatjon, without 
' complaining, almoil without a tear, undergo the 

* mofl painful and dreadful operations of furgery 

* in fuch a iituaiion.' Here he flopped, and a torrentof 
t^rs gufhed from his eyes ; fuch tears as are apt to 
flow from a truly noble heart, at the hearing of any 
thing fuprifingly great and glorious. As foon as 
he was able he again proceeded thus : 

* Would you think, Mifs Matthews, that the mif- 

* fortune of my Amelia was capable of any agrava- 
«' tion ! I aflure you, ihe hath often told me it was, 

* aggravated with a circomftance which outweighed 

* ail the other ingredients. This was the cruel infults 
« flj^e received from fome of her moft intimate ac- 

* c[uaintaiice, feveral of whom, after xxiiscj d\^ot* , 
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* tions and erimaces, have turned their heads afidfi 

* unable to fupport their fecret triumph^ andbnrft 

* into a loud laugh in their hearing/ 

* Good heaven!' cried Mifs Matthews, « what dc- 

* tellable adlions will this contemptible paflion of 

* envy prevail on our fex to commit ?' 

* An occafion of this kind as fhe has fince told 

* me, made the firft impreflion on her gentle heart is 
^ my favour. I was one day in company with feveral 

* young ladies^ or rather, young devils, where poor 

* Amelia's accident was the fubjed of much mirth 

* and pleafantjy. One of thefe faid, fhe hoped Mifk 

* would not hold her head fo high for the future. 

* Another anfwered, I do not know> madam> what 

* fhe may do with her head, but I am convinced (he 

* will never more turn up her nofe at her betters^ 

< Another cried, what a very proper match might 

* now be made between Amelia and a certain cap* 

* tain, who had unfortunately received an injury m 
' the fame part, though from no (hameful caufe*. 
« Many other farcafms were thrown out» verjF unwor- 

* thy to be repeated. I was hurt in perceiving fo 

* much malice in human fhape, and cried out very 
« bluntly, indeed, ladies> you need not exprefs fuclk 

* fatisfadion at poor Mifs Emily's accident: for ih» 
« will Hill lie the handfomeft woman in England. 

* I'his fpeech of mine was afterwards variouSy re* 

* peat«:d by fome to my honour, and by others re- 
« prefented in a contrary light ; indeed it was often re- 

* ported to be much ruder than it was. However, it 

* at length reached Amelia*s ears. She faid (he was- 

< very much obliged to me; fince I could have fo 

* much compaffion for her as to be rude to a lady oft 

* her account, 

« About a month after the accident, when Amelia 
« began to fee company, in a mafk, I had the honour 

* to drink tea with her. We were alone together^ 

< and 1 begged her to indulge my curiofity by fhow- 
« ing me her face. She anfwered ifi a moft obliging 
« manner, ** perhaps, Mr. Booth, you will as fittle 
•* know me when my maflc is off, as when it is on ; 
«« aod at the fame inftaat unmaiked,"— The fnrgeoiv** 
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' ikill was the leaH I confidered. A thoufand tender 
' ideas rufhed all at once on my Qiind. I was unable 

* to contain myfelf, and eagerly kifling her hand, I 

* cried— Upon my foul, madam, you never appeared 
^ to nve fo lovely as at this inftant. Nothing more 

* remarkable paffed at this vifit; but I finccrel/ be- 

* lieve we were neither of us hereafter indilierent to 

* each other. 

• Many months, however, paffed after this, before 

* I ever thought ferioufly of making her my wife. 

* Not that i wanted fufScient love for Amelia. In- 

* deed it arofe from the vaft affedtion I bore her. I 

* confidered my own ?s a dcfperate fortune^ her's as 

* en tirely dependent on her mother, who was a woman, 

* you know, of violent paffions, and very unlikely 
' to confent to a match fo highly contrary to the in- 

* tereft of her daughter. The more I loved Amelia^ 

* the more firmly I refolved within myfelf never to ' 
' propofe love to her ferioofly. Such a dupe was my 

* underftanding to my heart; and fo foohfhly did I 

* imagine 1 could be mailer of a ffame to. which X 

* was every day adding fuel, 

< O, Mifs Matthews ! we have heard of men en* 
' tirely matters of their paflions, and of hearts which 

* can carry this fire in them, and conceal it at their 

* pleafure. Perhaps there may be fuchj but if 

* there are, thpfe hearts may be compared, I be« 

* lieve, to damps, in which it is more difficult to 

* keep fire alive than to prevent its blazing: in 

* mine, it was placed in the midft of combuilible 
« matter. 

• After f«vcral vifits, in which looks and iighs 

* had been interchanged on both iides, but without 

* the leaft mention of paffion in private, one dayf 

* the difcourfe between us, when alone, happened 

* to turn on love; I fay happened, for I proteftitwas 

* not defigned on my fide, and 1 am as firmly con- 

* vinced not on her's. I was now no longer mailer 

* of myfelf, P declared myfelf the moft wretched of all 
f tpartyrs to this tender paffion ; that 1 had long con- 

* cealed i{ from its objed. At length, after men« 

* tionin^ many particulars, fupprcmng^ hQH«e.^^T« 

D 4. « ^^Iv 
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* thofe which mud have necefTarily brought it home 

* to Amelia, I concluded with begging her to be the 

* confidante of. my amour, and to give me her ad- 
' vice on that occafion. 

* Amelia (O I (hall never forget the dear pertur«> 

* bation !) appeared all confuHon at this infant. She 

* trembled, turned pale, and difcovcred how well (he 
' underflood me, by a thoufand more fymptoms than 

* I could take notice oJ^ in a (late of mind fo very 
« little different from her own. At lad, with faher- 
'< ing accents, fhe faid, I had made a very ill choice 

* of a counfellor, in a matter in which fhe was fo ig- 

* norant. — Adding, at laft, I believe, Mr. fiooth, 
« you gentlemen want very little advice in thefc af- 

* fairs, which you all underhand better than we do. 

* I will relate no more of our converfation at pre- 
*■ fent ; indeed I am afraid. I tire you with tQo many 

* particulars.* - 

* O no,' anfwered fhe, * I fhould be glad to hear 

* every (tep of an amour which had fo tender a be- 

* ginning; Tell me every thing you faid or did, if 

* you can remember it.' 

He then proceeded^ and fo will we in. the next 
chapter. 

CHAP. II. 

Mr» Booth continuts hit fiory. In this chapter theiri are 
fome paffages that may /ir*ve as a kind of tauchftone^ 
by njuhich a young lady may examine the heart of her 
louver, I nuould ad^vi/e^ therefore, that e^very lover hi 
obliged to read it o*ver in the prejenct of his miftrefsf 
and that Jbe carefully ivatch his emotions ivhile he is 
reading* 

* TWAS under the utmoft concern,' cries Booth, 

* X when 1 retired fronx my vifit, and h^d reflefted 

* coolly on what I had faid. I now f;Jw plainly that 

* I had made downright love to Amelia ; and I feared, 

* fuch was my vanity, that I had alref^dy gone too 
« far, and been too fuccefsful. Feared! do I fay, 

* could I fear what I hoped? how fhall I defcribe the 

* anxiety of my mind ! 
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* Yoji need give yourfelf no great pain,* cried Mift 
Matthews, * to defcribe what I can fo eafily guefs. 

* To behoneft with you, Mr. Booth, I do not agree 

* with your lady's opinion, that the men have a fupe- , 

* rior underllanding in the matUrs of love. Men are^, 

* often blind to the paflions of women ; but every ^ 

* woman is as quick- fighted as a hawk on^thefe 0;:- 

* cafions ; nor is there one article in the whole rcieDC« 

* which is not underfeood by ail our fex. 

* However, madam,' faid Mr.: Booth, * I now qn- 

* dertook to deceive Amelia. I ^bftaincd^ tVee days . 

* from feeing her ; to fay the truth, I endeavoured . 

* to work myfelf up to a refQla^ioi^ of leaving her for 

* ever; but when I could not fo/ar fubdue my paffion 

* — But why do I talk nonfenfe, of fubduing paffion ?. 
*'I Ihould fay, when no other paffion could furmount 

* my love, I returned to vifit her, and now I attempt- 

* ed the ftrangeft projeft which ever entered into the. 

* iilly hcadofa lover. This was to pcrfuade Amelia 

* that I was really in love in another place, and had 

* literally cxpreffed my meaning, wh^n I afked her^ 

* advice, and defired her to be my confidante. 

* I, therefore, forged a meeting to have been be- 

* tween me and my imaginary miflrefs, iince I had 

* lad feen Amelia, and related the particulars as well 

* as I could invent them, which had pafled at our 

* converfation. 

* Poor Amelia prefcntly fwallowed this bait j and, 

* as (he hath told me (ince, abfolutely believed me to 

* be in earned. Poor dear love! how Ihould the 

* iincerefk of hearts have any idea of deceit? for 

* with all her (implicity, I afTure you ihe is the moft 

* feniible woman in the world.*^ 

* It is highly generous and good in you* (faid Mi/s 
Matthews, with a fly fneer) * to impute to hqnefty 

* what others would perhaps call credulity.*" 

* I protcft, madam,' anfwered h«, * 1 do her no 

* more than ji^ftic'e. A good heart will at all .rimes , 

* betray the bed head in the world. — Well, madam, 

* my angel was now, if poffible, more confufipd. 

* than, before. She looked fo filly, you. can hardlv 
^believe it.' , 
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' YeSf yes, I can,' aafwered the lady, with s 
laugh, * i can believe it.— ^3Vell, well, go on.'— 
' After fome hefitation,' cried he, * my Amelia faid 
' faintly to me, ** Mr. Booth, yon ofe me very ill; 
<« you defire me to be your conndante, and coaceal 
•* from me the name of your miftrefa/' 

* Is it poflible then, madam, anfwered I, that yoo 
' cannot guefs her, when I tell you (he is one of 

* your acquaintance, and lives in this town ?' 

" My acquaintance," faid (he, ** La \ Mr. Booth. 
•* —In this town. I— I— I thought I could have 
** guefTed for once; but I have an ill talent that 
•* way— I will never attempt to gut(s any thing 
•* again." « Indeed I do her an injury when I pre- 

* tend to reprefent her manner. Her manner, look, 
' voice, every thing was inimitable; fuch fweetnefs, 

* foftnefs, innocence, modefty. — Upon my foul, if 

* ever man could boaft of his refolntton, I think I 

* might now, that I abflained from falling proflrate* 

* at her feet, and adoring her. However, f triumph' 

* ed; pride, I believe, triumphed, or perhaps love 

* got the better of love. We once more parted, and 

* Ipromifed the next time I iaw her, to reveal th& 
' name of my miftrefs. 

* * I now had, I thought, gained a complete vie- 
< tory over myfelf; and no Tmall compliments didf 

* pay to mv own refolution* In fhort, I triumphed 

* as cowaras and niggards do when they flatter tnem- 

* felves with having given fome fnppofed inftance of 

* courage or generofity ; and my triumph lafted a» 
« long; that is to fay, till my afcendent paffion had a 

* proper opportunity of difplaying itfelf in its true 

* and natural colours. 

* Having hitherto fucceeded fo well in my ow» 
' opinion, and obtained this mighty felf-conqueft, I 

* now entertained a defign of exerting the moft ro» 
« maiitic generofity, and of curing that unhappy 
' pa(fion which I perceived I had railed in Amelia. 

* Among the ladies who had expreffed the ^reateflr 
^ faiisfadtion at my Amelia's misfortune, Mifs Of- 

* borne had diftinguifbed herfelf in a very eminent 
' degree; (he was indeed the next in beauty to my 
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' angelv nay, fhe had difputed the preference, Jdid 
. ' had iomt among her admirers, who were blind 

* enough to give it in her favour.' 

* Well,' cries the lady, * I will allow you to calL 

* them blind; but Mifs Oiborne was a charming 

* Sh'e ccptainly was handfome/ anfwered he, « and 
^ a very confiderable fortune; fo I thought my Ame«. 

* lia would have little difficulty in believing roe, 

* when I fixed on her as my miftrefs. And I con- 
^ eluded^ that my thus placing my afFeflions on her 

* known enemy, would be the fureft method of era^ 
•* dicating every tender idea with which I had beea 

* ever honoured by Amelia. 

* Well then y to Amelia I went; (he received me 

* with more than ufual coldnefs and refer ve. In 

* which, to confefs the truth, there appeared to me 
^ more of anger that) indifference, and more, of 

* deje£lion than of either. After fome (hort intro* 
*' dudkiOn, I revived the di(courfe of my amour, 
' and prefently mentioned Mifs Ofborne as the lady 

* who& name I had concealed; adding, that the. 

* true reaibn why I did not mention her before, 

* wa», that I apprehended there was fome little dif- 
« tance between them, which I hoped to have the 

* happinefs of accommodating. 

* Amelia anfwered with much gravity, " If you 
•' know; fir, that there is any diftance between us,^ 
*• I fuppofe ydu know the reafon of that diSance 5 
^ and then, I think, I could not have expeded to be 
•' affronted by her name. I would not have yoi» ^ 
*« think, Mr. Boot^, that I hate Mi ft Ofborne 
•« No! Heav^en is my witnefs, I dcfpife her too 
*• much.— Indeed, when I refled how much 1 loved 
^* the woman who hath treated me fo cruelly, I own 
^ it gives me pain — When 1 lay,, as I then imapined, 
^ and as all about me believed, upon my death-bed,^ 
*' in all the agonies of pain and mifery, to become 
" the objed of laughter to- my deareft friend.— O,. 
** Mr. Booth, it is a cruel reflexion ! and could I 
**. after this have expeftcd from you:— but why^ 
•* AOt from you> to whom I am a pcrfon entirely in- 

D 6 * ^\SwwiX» 
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* difl^rent, if fuch a friend could treat me (o bar- 
•* baroufly ?*' 

* During the greateft p&rt of this fpeecb, the 

* tears dreamed from her bright eyes, I could en- 
' dare it no longer. I caught up the word indiffer- 
« ent, and repeated it, faying, Dp you think then, 
< madam, that Mifs Emily is indifferent to me?' 

** Yes, furely, I do," anfwered Ihe, " I know I 
*' am; indeed, why fhould I not be indiiFerent to 
•* you?" 

« Have my eyes,' faid I, * then, declared no- 
' thing?' 

'• O there is no need of your eyes,*' anfwered 
Ae. *• Your tongue hath declared that you have 
** lingled out of all womankind my greateft, I wrtl 

♦* fay, my bafeft enemy. 1 own 1 once thojkght 

'* that charadler would have been no recommenda- 
•* tion to you — But why did I think fo ? I was born 
•^ to deceive myfelf." 

« I then fell on my knees before her; and, forcing 

* her hand, cried out, O, my Amelia! I can bear 
«■ no longer^ You are the only miftrefs of my affec- 

* tions ; you are the deity I adore.^ In this flylc, I 

* ran on for above two or three minutes, what it is 

* impoflible to repeat, till a torrent of contending 
« paffions, together with the furprife, overpowered 
^ ner gentle fpirils, and ihe fainted away in my 
« arms. 

* To dcfcribe my fenfation till ihe returned to 

* herfelf, is not in my power.'-^* You need not,* 
tried Mifs Matthews.— * Oh, happy Amelia! why 

* had I not been bleiTed with fuch a paffion?' — * I am 

* convinced, madam,' continued he, * you tanno't 

* expeft all the particulars of the tender fcenc which 

* enfued. I was not enough in my fenfes to re-' 
« menjber it alK Let it fuffice to fay, that That 

* behaviour with which Amelia, while ignorant of 
« its motive, had been fo much difpleafed, when 

* ihe became feniible of that motive, proved the 
« ftrongeft recommendation to her favour; and Aie 

* w^i p leafed to call it generous.' 
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* Generous !* repeated tHe lady, * and fo it was 
' aliiioft beyond the reach of homanity. I queflion 
'whether you ever had an equal.' 

Perhaps the oritical reader -may have the fame 
donbt with Mifs Matthews, and, left he fhould, 
we will here make a gap in our hifiory, to give 
him an opportunity of accurately confidering whe* 
ther this condudt of Mr. Booth was natural or no ; 
and confequently, whether we have, in this place, 
maintained or deviated ^m that ftriA adherence to 
univerfal truth which we profefs above all other 
hiilorians. 

CHAP. III. 
The narrati*ve continued. More of the toucbftone. 

BOOTH made a proper acknowledgement of 
Mifs Matthews's civility, and then renewed 
his ftory. 
- < We were upon the footing of lovers ; and 

* Amelia threw off her referve more and more, till 
' at length 1 found all that return of my affeilion 

* which the tendereft lover can require. 

' My fituation would now have been a paradife, 
*■ had not my happtnefs been interrupted with the 

* fame reflexions I have already mentioned; had I 

* not in (hort concluded, that 1 muft derive all my 

* joys fbom the almoft certain ruin of that dear 
< creature to whom I (hould owe them. 

* This thought haunted me night and day; till 

* I, at laft, grew unable to fupport it: I, therefore, 

* F«(k>lved in the flrongeft manner to lay it before 

* Amelia. 

* One evening then, after the higheft profeffions 

* of the moil difrnterefted love, in which Heaven 
*■ knows my fincerity, I took an ocoafion to fpeak 

* to. Aikielia, in the following manner: 

*< Too true is it, I am afraid, my deareft crea* 
*^ ture, that, the ktgheft human happinefs is imper- 
<^ fe£l. ' How rich would be my cup, was it not 
^ for one poifonous drop which embitters the wholel 
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^ O9 Amelia, what mofl be the confeqaence of my 
•• ever having the honour to call you mine T— Yoir 
** know mv fitaation in life, and you know yoor 
*^ own: I have nothing more than the poor pro-- 
«* vifion of an enfign's commiffion to depend on ;: 
** your fole dependence is on yoar mother; ihoald 
** any ad of (Uibbedience defeat yonr expedations,. 
** how wretched mail yoar lot be with mef Or 
«' Amelia, how ghaftly an objed to my mind is tfae^ 
*' apprehcniion of yonr diftrefs ! can I bear to re« 
*' fled a moment on the certainty of yonr forego^ 
*' ing all the conveniencies of life ; on the poffi« 
*« bility of your fuffering all its moft dreadful in-r 
** conveniencies! what mud be my mifery then, to* 
•• fee you in fuch a fituation, and to upbraid myfelF 
'< with being the accurfed caufe of bringing you to' 
•* it ! fuppofe too, in fuch a feafon, 1 fhould her 
" ftrmmoned from you. Could I fabmit to lecryott 
** encounter all the hazards, the fatigues of war^ 
•* with me! you could not yourfelf, however wiU 
•• ling, fupport them a fingle campaignr. Wirat 
** then, muft I leave you to llarve alone,., deprived^ 
** of the tcndernefs of a hulband, deprived too of 
<* the tendernefs of the belt of mothers, through' 
** my means ? a woman moft dear to me, for being 
** the parent, the nurfe, and the friend of my' 
•* Amelia.— Bttt, O, my fweet creature, cany 
** your thoughts a littlfe farther. Think of. the* 
♦* tendereft confequences, the deareft pledges of 
** our love. Can I bear to think of entailing beg- 
•« gary on the pofterity of my Amelia? on oar* » 
" O Heavens! on our children? — On the other* 
♦* fide, is it poffibJe even to mention the word — f 
** will not, muft not, cannot, cannot par^ with you.. 
** — Whatmaft we do, Amelia? it is now I frncerely 
•« a(k your advice." 

• What advice can I give you/ faid (he, * in fueh- 
« an alternative? would to Heaven we had never 

* met.' 

< Thefe words were accompanied with a fi:gh, and 

* a look inexpreflibly tender, the tears at tne fame* 
' time overflowing ail her lovely cheeks* I was- 

♦ endea- 
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* endeavouring to reply » when I waS' interrupted by 

* what foon put an end to the iceaCr 

* Our amour had already been buzsied all over 
« the town ; and it came at hft to the ears of Mrs. 

* Harris : I had, indeed, observed of late a gre»r 
« alteration in that lady's behaviour towards me^ 

* whenever I vifited at the koufe;; nor could I for 
' a long time» before this evening, ever obuin » 

* private interview with Amelia ^ and now it feems^ 
' I owed it to her mother's intention of over-hear*- 

* ing all that pafled between us. 

* At the period then abovementioned, Mrs. Harris 

* burft from the clofct, where flie had hid herfelf^. 

* and furprifed her daughter, reclining on my bofom,. 

* in all that tender ibrrow I have juitdefcribedi I 

* will not attempt to paint the rage of the mother^ 

* or the daughter's confufion, op my own. «« Here* 
/• are very fine doings, indeed/* cries Mrs. Hu-ris;: 
•' You have made a noble ufe, Amelia, of my in. 
<* dulgence, and the truft I repofed m you. — As for 
*' you, Mr. Booth, I will not accuie you ; you hav0' 
*' ufed my child, as I ought to have expected; £ 
** may thank rayfelf for what hath happened;*' witb 

* much more of the fame kind, before (he wonld 

< fufFer meto fpeak ; but, at lafl, I obuined a hear- 

< ing, and offered to excnfe my poor Amelia, who* 

* was ready to fink into the earth under the oppreffiow 

* of grief, by taking as much blame as I could 

* on myfcif.* Mrs* Harris anfwered, ** No, iir, f 
** mud fay you are innocent in comparifon of her; 
*' nay, I can fay, J have heard you nfe difKtafive' 
*< arguments ; and I promife you they are of weight. 
** I have, i thank heaven one dutiful child, and I 
** (hall henceforth think her my only one:"— < She 

* then forced the poor, trembling, fainting Amelia' 

* out of the room ; which when (he had done, flie 

* began very coolly to reafon with me on the folly, 

* as well as iniquity, which I had been guilty of; 
' and repeated to me almoft every word I had before 

* urged to her daughter* In fine, ihe at lad obtained^ 
' of me a promife that I would foon go to my regl- 

* ment^ 
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* ment, and fubmit to any mifery, rather than cbat 
« of being the ruin of Amelia, 

* I now, for many days, endured the greateil tor- 

* ments which the human mind is, I believe, capable 

* of feeling; and lean honclily fay, I tried all the 

* means, and applied every argument which 1 could 
*raife lo cure me of my love. And to make thefe 
«.thc moreeffc6lual, I fpent every night in walking 
'backwards and forwards in the fight of Mrs* 

* Harris's houfc, where I never failed to find fome 

* objeft or other, which raifed fome lender idea of 
*:my lovely Amelia, and almoli drove me todiA 
•.tra£lion.* 

* And, don't you think, fir,' faid Mi fs Mathews^ 

< you took a moft prepofterous method to cure 
« yourfelf?' 

* Alas, madam,' anfwered he, * you cannot fee 

< it in a more ahfurd light than I do; but thofe 

* know little of real iove or grief, who do not know 
•how much we deceive ourfelves when we pretend to 

* ail9 at the cure of either. It is with thefe, as it is 
*'with fome diftempers of the body, nothing is, in 

* the lead, agreeable to us but what ferves to heighten 

* the difeafe, 

* At the end of a fortnight, when I was driven 
•almoU to the higheft degree. of defpair, and could 

* contrive no method of conveying a letter to 

* Amelia, how was I furprifed when Mrs. Harris's 

* fervant brou-ght me a card, with an invitation 

* from the mother herfelf, to drink tea that evening 
*jat ber houfe^ 

. < You will eafily believe, madam, that I did not 
' fail fo agreeable an appointment ; on my arrival, 

* I was introduced into a large company of men ' 

* and women, Mrs. Harris^ aad my Amelia being. 

* part of the company. 

* Amelia feemcd in my eyes to look more beau- 

* tiful than ever, and behaved with all the gaiety 

* imaginable. The old lady treated me with much 

* civility; but the young lady took little notice of 
^me, and addreffed molt of her difcourfe to ano- 
•thcr gentleman prefent. Indeed, Ihe now and 

4 « tbeiv 
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^ then gave me a lookof lio dif^ouraging kind; 

* and I obferVTfcd her colour change more than once, 
' when her eyes met mine : circumitances which, 

* perhaps, ought to have afforded me fuf&cient 
' comfort; but they could not allay the thoufand 

* doubts and fears with which I was alarmed; for ^ 

* myr anxious thoughts fuggeiled no lefs to me than 

* that Amelia had made her peace with her mother 
' at the price of abandoning me for ever, and of 

* giving her ear to fome other lover. All my pru- 
' dence now vaniihed at once; and I would that iii* 

* flant have gladly run away with Amelia, and have 

* married her without the lead confideration of any 

* confequences. 

* With fuch thoughts I had tormented myfelf 
' for near two hours, till mod of the company had 

* taken their leave. This I was myfelf incapable 
' of 'doing ; nor do I know when I (bould have put 

* an 6tkd to my vifit, had not Dn Harrifon taken 

* me away almoft by force, telling me in a whifper, 

* that he had fomefhing to fay to me of great confe- 
« qoeAce. — Yon know the do&or, madam — * 

* VeryweH, fir,* anfwered Mifs Mathews, * and 
' one oi^ the beft men in the world he is, and an ho* 

* nour to the facred order to which he belongs.' 

* You will judge,* replied Booth, * by the fequel, 

* whether I have reafon to think him fo.— He 
^ -proceeded as in the next chapter. 

CHAP, IV. 

Thejiory of Mr. 'Q6oi\ continued J In this chapter the 
reader ivill percei*vi a glimpfe of the charaSer of a 
mtrj^gopd divine \ luith fome matters of a 'very tender 
kind. 

* ^T^HE dodlor condudled me into his ftudy; and 
' X then defiring me to fit down, began, as near 

* as I can remember, in thefe words, or at leaft to this 

* pnrpofe: 

«* You cannot imagine, young gentleman, that 
** your love for Mifs Emily is any fecret in this 
*• place; I have known it fomc X\\i\t> ^ti^ VaN^e. 
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** been I a^are yoa very mach yoar enemy in tin 
« affair/* 

* I anfwered^ that I was very mack obliged to 

* him.' 

*' Why, fo you are," replied he, «* and fb per- 
•< haps you will thinlc yourfclf when you know all.** 
** I went about a fortnight ago to Mr8» Harris^ Uy 
*' acquaint her with my apprehenfions on her dangh- 
** ter's account : for though the matter was muck 
^ talked of, I thought it might poifibly not have 
** reached her ears. I will be very pkin witk yocu * 
*' I advifed her to take all pofiible care of the young 
*' lady, and even to fend her to fome place, where 
*' fhe might be effeftuaUy kept out of your reach> 

* while yoo remained in the towiv.*^ 

' And do you think, £r„' faid I, * that this wa» 

* ading a kind part by me? or do you expert that 

* I (hould thank you on this occailonP 

•* Young man," anfwered he, 'f I did not in- 
'* tend you any kindnefs ; nor do Idefire an*y of yonr 
'^ thanks. My intention was to preferve a worthy* 
** lady from a young felTow of whom I had hearc 
«< no good charader, and whom 1 imagined to have 
** a deiign of ftealing a human creatoi-arfor the iake 
«* of her fortune.'* 

* It was very kind of you indeed,^ anfivered J, 

* to entertain fuch an opinion of me.* 

*\ Why, fir,** replied the doaor, " it is the opi*- 
** nion which, I believe, moft of you young gentle- 
** men, of the order of the rag^ deferve. I have 
*' known fome inftances, and have heard of more,, 
** where fuch young fellows have com miued'robbery 
** under the name of marriage.'* 

* I was going to interrupt him with fome anger, 
« when he defired me to have a little patience, and 

* then informed me, that he had viiited Mrs. Har* 

* ris . with the abovementioned deiign ,. the even- 
^ ing after the difeovery I have related ; that Mrs» 

* Harris, without waiting for his information, had' 

* recounted to hkn all which had happened the 

* evening before; nad indeed fhe mull have an> 

* Ciccelleat memory^ for I think, ihe repeated every 

*voadEl 
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word I faid; and added that Ihe had conSntd 
her daughter to her chamber^ where fhe kept her 
a clofe prifoner, and had not feen herfince. 
« I cannot exprefs, nor would modefty fofFer me , 
if I conld, all that now pafled. The do6lortooIc 
me by the hand, and burft forth into the warmeft 
commendations of tho fenfe and generofity^whicK 
he v/as plea(ed to fay difcovered themfelves in my 
fpeech. You know> madam, his i^rong and fiih^ 
gular way of expreffing himielf on all occafions,, 
erpeciall)r when he is affeded with any thing. Sir^ 
faid he, if I knew half a dozen fuch initances ift 
the army» the painter fhould put red liveries upOA 
all the faints in my clofet. 

* From this inflant the do£lor teld me» he had 
become my friend and zealous advocate with Mi's* 
Harris, on whom he had at lafb prevailed, though 
not without the greateft difficulty, to eonfent ta 
my marrying Amelia, upon condition that 1 fettled 
every penny which the mother (honld lay down ;, 
and that (he would retain a certain fum in her 
hands, which fhe would at any time depo£te for 
my advancement ift the arrny^ 

* Yon willft I hope, madam, conceive^ that I 
made no hefitation at thefe conditions ; nor need 
I memion the joy which I felt on this occafion, or 
the acknowledgement I paid the do£lor, who is 
indeed, as you fajj, one of the beft of men. 

« The next morning I had permiffion tavifit AmC-^ 
lia, who received me in fuch a manner,, that I now^ 
concluded my happinefs to be complete. 
^ Every thing was now agreed on all fides, and 
lawyers employed to prepare the writings, whea 
an uncxpefted cloud arole foddenly in our fcrene 
iky» and all our joys were obfcured in a moment. 
« When matters were, as I apprehended, drawings 
near a condufion, I received an exprefs that a 
lifter, whom I tenderly loved, was feized with ar 
violent fever, and earneftly deiired me to come to 
her. I immediately obeyed the fummons, and,, 
as it was then about two in the morning, witliout 
fiaring even to. take leave o£ AiSifii\ak« l^x.^V^tsb. 
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*' I left a fhort Lillet acquainting her with the rea« 

* fon of my abfencc. 

* The gentleman's houfe where my filter then 

* was, flood at fifty miles diflancc, and though I 

* ufed the lumcll expcditfon, the unmerciful dif- 

* temper had, before my arrival, entirely deprived 

* the poor girl of her fenfes, as it foon after did of 
« her life. 

* Not all the love I bore Amelia, nor the tumal* 
' tuous delight with which the approaching hour 

* of poiTeffing her filled my heart, could, for a 

* while, allay my grief at the lofs of my beloved 

* ^^ancy. Upon my foul, I cannot yet mentioa 
' her name without tears. Neyer brother and lifter 
*' had, I believe, a higher fricndihip for each other. 

* Poor dear girl; whi ill i fat by her in her light- 
' headed fits, ihe repeated fcarce any other name but 
\ mine: and it plainly appeared that when her dear 

* reafon was ravithed away from her, it had left nay 
*. image on her fancy, and that the laft ufe (hp bad 

* made gf it was to think on me— << Send for my 
•* dear Billy immediately," Ihe cried, *• J know 
" he will come to m? in a n^oment. Will nobody 
^ fetch him to me? pray don't kill me before I fee 
" him once more— You durft n'bt ufe me fo if h© 

.*' was here."; — * Every accent ftill rings in my ears — 

* Oh heavens! to hear this, and at the fame time to 

* fee the. poor delirious creature deriving the grcatcft 

* horrors fron) my fight, and miftaking me for a 
' highwayman who had a liitie before robbed her.— 

* But I a& your pardon, the fenfations I felt are to be 

* known only from experience, and to you muft ap- 
' pear dull and inftpid. — At lall Ihefeemed for amo- 
*, ment to know me, and cried, "O heavens! 
*' my dearell brother I" upon which (he fell into im- 

* mediate convulfions, and died away in my arms.' 
Here Booth (lopped a moment, and wiped bis eyes ; 

and N^ifs Matthews,, perhaps out of complaifance» 
wiped hers» 
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CHAP. V. 

Containing Ji range rt'voluSions tfftrtutie. 
OOTH proceeded thus: 
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* This lofs, perhaps, madam, you will think 
had made me miferable enough; but fortune did 

* not think To : for on the day when my Nancy was- 
« to be buried, a courier arrived from Dr. Harrifon 
< with a ktter, in which the doctor acquainted me, 

* 'that he was ju^ come from Mrs. Harris, when he 

* difpatehed thcexprfrfs; and carneftly deiired me 
« to return the very inftant I received his letter, as 

* I vatued my Amelia. Though, if the daughter, 
« added he, fhould take after her mother (as moil 
« of fhem do) it will be, perhaps, wifer iti you to 

* ftay away. 

* I prefently fent for the meflengcr into my room, 

* and with much difficulty extorted from him, that 
« a ^reat Ycjuire in his coach and fix was come to 

* Mrs. Harris's, and that the whole town faid he was 

* fhortly to be married to Amcfia. 

' * I now foon perceived how much fuperior my 
*• love for Amelia was to every other paffion ; poor 
« Nancy's idea difappearcd in a moment; I quitted 

* th€ dear lifelefs corpfe, over which I had ihed a 
« thoufand tears, left the care of the funeral to others, 
« -and polled, I may almoft fay flew, back to my 

* ^Ainelia, and alighted atihe dodlor's houfe, as he 

* had deiired me in his letter. 

« The good man prefently acquainted me tvith 
« what had happened in my abfence. Mr. Winck- 
« worth had, it feems, arrived the very day of my 
« departure, with a grand equipage, and without 
•• delay, had made formal propofals to Mrs. Harris, 
■ « offering to fettle any. part of his vaft eftate, in 
" "^ 'whatever manner fhe pleafed, on Amelia. Thefe 

* -propofals the old ladjt had, without any dclibe- 

* ration, accepted, and had inlifted, in the moft 
« violent manner, on her daughter's compliance^ 
•"Which Amelia had as peremptorily refufed to 

* irivc; infiftiag, on her part, on lYvt CQtKc»x^»^AOft. 
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^ lier mother had before given to oar marriage, in 
^ which ihe was heartily feconded by the doctor, who 
^ declared to her, as he now did to me/ '* that we 
<* ought as much to be efteemed man and wife, as if 
*' the ceremony had already paft between at/' 

* Thefe remonftrances, the dodlor told me, had 
^ worked no tffe& on Mrs. Harris, who (Ull perfiftod 

* in her avowed refolation of marrying her daughter 

< to Winck worth, whom the doctor had like wile at- 
"* tacked, telling him that he was paying his addreflet 

* to another man's wife; bat all to no purpofe, the 
' young gentleman was too much in love to hearken 

< to any difTuafives. 

* We now entered ii>to a confultation what means 

* to employ. The doAor eameilly protefted againft 

* any violence to be offered to the perfon of \^nck* 

* worth, which, I believe, I had ralhly threatened; 

* declaring, that if I made any attempt of that kind, 

* he would for ever abandon my caufe. I made him 
^ a folemn promife of forbearance. At lad, hp de» 

* termined to pay another vifit to Mrs. Harris^ and if 

* he found her obdurate, he faid he thought himfel^ 
^ at liberty to join us together without any farther 
" con fen t of the mother; which every parent, he faid^ 

* had a right to refufe, but not to retradl when given, 

* unlefs the party himfelf, by fome condudl ol his, 

* gave a realon. 

* The do£lor*having made his vifit with no better 

* fuccefs than before, the matter now debated was, 

* how to get pofieflion of Amelia by ftratagem ; for 

* Ihe was now a clofer prifoner than ever, was her 

* mother's bed-fellow by night, and never out of her 

* fight bv day. 

* While we were deliberating on this point, a wine- 

* merchant of the town came to viiit the do£lor, to 

* inform him that he had juft bottled off a hoglhead 

* of excellent old port, of which he offered to fparo 
' him a hamper, faying, that he was that day to fend 

* in twelve dozen to Mrs. Harris. 

* The doAor now fmiled at a conceit which came 

* into Lis head ; and, taking me afide, afked me if 
< I had love enough for the young lady to ventnre 

i ' into 
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« into the houfe in a hamper. I joyfally leapt at the 
^ propofaU to which the merchant, at the doer's 

* interceffion, confented : for I believe, madam, yo« 

* know the great authority which that worthy maa 
^ had orer the whole town. The do6tor, moreoyer, 
' promifed to procare a licence, and to perform the 
^' office for as at his honfe, if I conld find any means 
5 of conveying Amelia thither. 

* In this hamper then I was carried to the houfe, 
^ and depofited in the entry, where I had not lain 

* long before I was again removed and packed up in 
^ a cart, in order to he fent five miles into the coun- 
' try : for I heard the orders given as I lay in the en- 

* try ; and there I likewife heard that Amelia and her 
^ mother were to follow me the next morning. 

' I was unloaded from my cart, and fet down with 

* the reft of the lumber, in a great hall. Here I re- 
' mained above three hours, impatiently waiting for 

* the evening, when I determined to quit a poRure, 

* which was become v^ery uneafy, and oreak my pri« . 

* fon ; but fortune contrived to releafe me fooner, by 
' the following means : The houfe where I now was, 

* had been left in the care of one maid fervant. This 

* faithful creature came into the hall, with the ibot- 

* man who had driven the cart. A fcene of the high- 

* eft fondnefs having paft between them, the fellow 

< propofed, and the maid confented, to open the 

* hamper and drink a bottle together, which they 
^ agreed their miftrefs would hardly mifs in fuch a 
' quantity. They prcfently began to execute their 
' purpofe. They opened the hamper, and to their 

* great furprife difcovered the contents. 

* I took an immediate advantage of the cbnfterna- 
' tion which appeared in the countenances of botlk 

< the fervalits, and had fafficient prefence of mind to 

* improve the knowledge of thole fecrets to which I 

* was privy. I told them that it entirely depended on 

* their behaviour to me, whether their miftrefs fhould 

* ever be acquainted, either with what they had 

* done, or with what they had intended to do ; for 

* that if they would keep my fecret, I would recipro- 

* caliy keep theirs. I then acquainted thcnx "ti'wVk m^ 
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« purpofe of lying concealed in thehoufe, in order to 
' watch an opporcunjty of obtaining a private inter- 

• view with Amelia. 

< In the fituation in which thefe two delinquentsf 

• fto^d, yoamay be a^urcd it wns not diificjjltfor me 

• to feal up their lips. In fhcrt, they figreed to what- 
' ever I propofed. I lay that evening in nay fiear 

• Amelia's bed-chamber, and was in tlie morniDg 

• conveyed into an old ]un)bcr-garret,'where I was to 

• wait till Amelia (whom the maid promifed, on. her 

• arrival, to inform of my place of concealmenti 

• could find fome opportunity of feeing me. 

* I a(k pardon for interrupting you,' cries Mift 

• Matthews, * but you bring to my remembrance a 

• foolifh (lory which I heard at that time, though at 

• a great diftance from you : that an officer had, ia 
« confederacy with Mi{s Harris, broke open her mo- 

• ther's cellar, and dole away a greift quantity of her 

• wine. I mention it only to fhew you wh^t fort of 

• foundaiiors moft llorics have.' 

Booth told her he had heard fome fuch thing hira- 
felf, and then continued his flory as in the next 
chapter. 
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Containing many Jurfrijing adventures. 
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_ „ ^^y i'l liopes of a happinefs, the expeded 
approach of which, gave me fuch a delight,, that 
I would not iiave exchanged my poor lodgings for 
the fineft palace in the uniyerfe. 

* A little after it was dark Mrs. Harris arrived, to- 
gether with Amelia and her fifler. I cannot expreft 
how much my heart now began to flutter; for as 
my hopes every moment encreafed, llran^e fears 
which I had not felt before, began now to inter- 
mingle- with them. 

* When I had continued full two hours in thcfe 
circumftances, I heard a woman's ftep tripping 
lip flairs, which I fondly hoped was my Amelia; 

- * but 
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^ but all on a fudden the door flew open, and Mr»« 

* Harris herfelf appeared at it, with a countenance 

* pale as death, her whole body trembling, I fuppofe 

* with anger ; ihe fell upon me in the molt bitter Ian- 

* guage. It is not neceffary to repeat what fhe faid, 

* nor indeed can f, I was fo Ihocked and confounded 

* on this occaiion. — In a word, the fcene^hded with 

* jny departing without feeing Amelia.' 

•* A-nd pray,** cries Mifs Matthews, ** how happened 
•< this unfortunate difcovery :** 

Booth anfwered, * that the lady at fupper ordered a 

* bottle of wine, which neither myfclf,* faid he, 

* nor the fervants, had prefence of mind to provide, 

* Being told there was none in the houfe, though 

* (he had been before informed that th'e things 

* came ail fafe, (he had fent for the maid, who being 
' unable to devife any excufe, had fallen on her knees, 

* and after confeffing her defign of opening a bottle,- 

* which (he imputed to the fellow, betrayed poor me . 

* to her miftrefs.' 

* Well, 'madam, after a lecture of about a quar- 

* ter of an hour's duration from Mrs. Harris, I fuffered 

* her to conduct me to the outward gatepf h^r court- 

* yard, whence'I fet forward in a difconfolate condi- 

* tion of mind, towards my lodgings.*! had five 
« miles to walk in a 4ark and rainy; night ; but hdw 

* can 1 mention thefe trifling circuriiftances as any ag* 

* gravation of my difappointment.' 

** How was it poffible," criesMifs Matthews, " that 
<« you cbuld be got Out of the houfe without feeing 
«• Mifs Harris?" " 

* I aflurc you, madam,' anfwered Booth, * I have 
« often wondered at it myftlf ;{ but my fpirits were fo 
■ much funk at the fight of her mother, that no man 

* was ever a greater coward than I was atthatinftant, 

* Indeed, I believe my tender concern for the terrors 

* of Amelia, were the principal caufe of my fub- 

* miflion. However it was, I left the houfe, and^ 

* walked about an htmdred yards, when, at the] 

* corper of the garden wall, a female voice, in a' 
« whifper, cried but, ** Mr. Booth." The perfon 
« Was extremely jsfeSir toe, but it wai fo d^t>8. 1 ct>xv\^ 

'Vol. X. - E * '^^^^^^ 
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* fcarce fee her ; nor did I, in the confufion I was in, 

* immediately recognize the voice. I aufwered in a 

* line of Congreve's^ which barft from my lips fpon- 

* taneoufly ; for 1 am fure I had no intention to qoote 
' plays at that time :' 

* who calls the wretched thing that was Al- 

* phonfof 
' Upon which a woman leapt into my a rms» crying 
' out,- ** O it is indeed my Alphonfo, my only 
" Alphonfo ?" — O Mifs Matthews ! gaefs what I felt. 

* when I found I bad my Amelia in my arms. lem- 

* braced her with an extafy not to bedefcribed, at the 

* fame inflant pouring a thoufand tender nefTes into her 

* ears; at leafl, if I could exprefs. fo many to her in a 
^ minute; for in that time the alarm began at the 

^ houfe, Mrs. Harris had miiTed her daughter, and the 

* court was prefently full of lights and noifes of ajl 
« kinds.' 

'^ ' I now lifted Amelia over a gate, and jumping 

* after, we crept along together by the fide of a hedge 

* SL different way from what led to the town, as I ima- ' 

* gined that would be the road through which they 

* would purfue us. In this opinion I was right: for 
< we heard them pafs along that road, and the voice. 

* of Mrs. Harris herfelf, who ran with the reft, not- 
' withftanding the darknefs and the rain. By thefe 

* means we luckily made our efcape, and cUmbring 
^ over hedge and ditch, my Amelia performing the 

* part of a heroine all the way, we at length arrived 
« at a little green lane, where flood a vaft fpreading 
« oak, under which we fbeltered ourfelves fromavio-. 

* lent florm.* 

* When this was over^ and the moon be^an to ap-. 

* pear, Amelia declared (he knew very wellwhere me 

* was; and a little farther, ftriking into another lane, 

* to the right, fhe faid, that would lead us to a hoafe 
^ where we fhould be both fafe and unfufpe^ed. I 

* followed her dire^ons, and we at length came to a 
^ little cottage aboiit three miles diflant from Mrs« 
^ Harris's houfe. 

* As it now rained ytry violentlvy we entered this 
^ cottage, in which we efpied a Uf^ht, withoat any 

* cere- 
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* ceremony. Here we found an elderly woman fit- 

* ting by herfelf at a little fire, who had no fooner 

* viewed us, than (he inftantly fprung from her feat, 

* and darting back, gavq the drongeft tokens of 

* amazement ; upon which Amelia faid, <* Be not 
'• furprized, nurfe, though you fee me in a ftrange 
** pickle I own.'* * The old woman, after having (e^ 

* vetal times blefled herfelf, and expreffed the moft 

* tender concern for the lady, who flood dripping be- 
' fore her, began to beftir herfelf in making up the 
' fire ; at the fame time entreating Amelia, that fh« 

* might be permitted to furnifh her with fome clothes* 

* which, fhe faid, though not fine, were clean and 

* wholefome, and much dryer than her own. I fe- 

* conded this motion fo vehemently, that Amelia* 

* though fhe declared herfelf under no apprehenfion 

* of catching cold (ftie hath indeed the beft conftitur 
' tion in the world) at lad confented, and I retired 

* without doors, under a fhed, to give my angel an 

* opportunity of drefling herfelf in the only room_ 

* which the cottage afforded below ftairs, 

* At my return in the room, Amelia infilled oa 

* my exchanging my coat for one which belonged to 

* the old woman's fon.'— **I am very glad^*' cried 
Mifs Matthews, ** to find fhe did not forget you. >I 
*^ own I thought it fomewhat cruel tQ turn you out into 
*' the rain !"— * O Mifs Matthevys,* continued he^ 
' taking no notice of her obfervatiqn^ I had now aa 

* opportunity of contemplating the vafl ppwerof cx- 

< quifite beauty ; which nothing almoil qan udd to^ 
' or diminifh. Amelia, in the poor rags oiT^her old 

< Durfe, looked fcarce lefs beautiful th^ I have £ben 

* her appear at a ball or an affembly'* — " Well, well/ 
cries Mifs Matthews, ''to be fuie fhe did;— bot 
«< pray go on with your ftory.V 

« The old woman,' continued he/ < after having 

* equipped us as well as fhe could, and placed par 

* wet ctoaths before the fire, began to grow inqui- 

< fitive ; and after fome ejaculation?, ibe cried,^*' O 
**'my dear young madam, my m^id mifgives me 
'* hugconfly, and pray who u tbisfin^ young 

£ 2 ** ^<fcTW- 



76 AMELIA. Book It. 

*< gentleman ? O ! Mifs Emmy, Mifs Emmy, I 
*^ am afraid madam knows nothing of all this mat- 
^* rcr.— " Sappofe he fhould be my hu(band» nurfc," 
< anfwered Amilia. — " Oh ! good ! and if he 
«* be," replies the nurfc, " I hope he is fomc great 
*' gentleman or other, with a vail eUate, and a 
** coach and fix : for to be fare if an he was the 
«• greateft lord in the land, you would deferve it 
«« all." — « But why do I attempt to mimic the ho- 

* neft creature. In fhort, (he aifcovered the greateft 

* aiTeflion for my Amelia : with which I was much 

* more delighted than I was offended at the fufpicions 

* ^e fhewed of me, or the many bitter curies which 
^ (he denounced againd me, if 1 ever proved a bad 

* hufband to fo fwtet a young lady.' 

* I fo well improved the hint given me by Ame- 

* lia, that the old woman had no doubt of our be- 

* ing really married ; and comforting herfelf, that 

* if it was not as well as it might have been, yet 

* madam had enough for us both, and that hap- 

* pinefs did not always depend on great riches, ihe 

* began to rail at the old lady for having turned os 

* out of doors, which I fcarce told an untruth in 
^ afferting. And iwhen Amelia faid, *< fiie hoped 
•* her narfe would not betray her'' — The goo4 

* woman anfwered her with mbch warmth,— -betfay 
' you, my dear young madam i no, that I would 
'* not if the king would give me all that he is 
« worth. No, not if madam herfelf would give me 
^ the great houfe, and the whole farm belonging 
•to it.' 

* The good woman then went out and fetched a 
« chicken from the rooft, which Ihe killed, and 
^ began to pick, without alking any queftions* 

* Then fummoning her fon, who was in bed, to 

* her affiftance, fhe began to prepare this chicken 
** for our fupper. This fhe afterwards fet bjefore 
< us in fo neat, I may almoU fay elegant a man* 

* ner, that whoever would have difdained it, either 
-* doth hot kftow' the fenfation of hunger, or doth 
i* , not deferve to have it graiifed. Our food was 

* attended 
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* attended with fome ale» which our kind hoftefs 

< faid (he intended not to have tapped till Chriil- 

* mas; "but,** added flie, ** 1 little thought e vet 
*' to have the honour of feeing my dear honoured lady 
•• in this poor place.'* 

* For my own part, no human being was then a a 

* objett of envy to me; and even Amelia feemed to 

* be in pretty good fpirits ; fhe foftly whifpered to 

< me» that fhe perceived there might be happinefs ia 

* a cottage.* 

** A cottage!** cries Mifs Matthews fighing, ** a 
'< cottage with the man one loves is a palace.'* 

* When fupper was ended,' continued Booths 

* the good woman began to think of our further 

* wants, and very earneflly recommended . her bed 
' to us, faying, it was a very neat though homely 

* one, and that (he could farnifh us with a pair 
' of clean (heets. She added fome perfuafives which 
' painted my angel all over with vermillion. As 

* for myfelf, I behaved fo awkwardly, and foolifhiy, 

* and fo readily agreed to Amelia's refolution of 

* fitting up all night, that if it did not give the 
' nurfe any fufpicion of oar marriage, it ought to 

* have infpired her with the utmoft contempt for 
« me.* 

' We both endeavoured to prevail with nurfe to 
'* retire to her own bed, but found it utterly im- 

* poilible to fucceed; fhe thanked heaven fhe ttn» 

* derHood breeding better than that. And fo welt 

* bred was the good woman, that we could fcarce 
' get her out of the room the whole night. Luckily 

* tor us we both underftood French, by means of 

* which we confulted together, even in her prefence, 

* upon the meafui'es we were to take in our prefenc 

< exigency. At length it was refolved that I fhould 

* fend a letter by this young lad whom I have juH 

* before mentioned, to our worthy friend the dodor, 
^ deiiring his company at our hut, fince we thought 
« it utterly unfafe to venture to the town, which we 
' knew would be in an uproar on our accoilnt befere 

< the morning.* 

E 3 ^«fe 
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Here Booth made a fall flop, fmiled, and then 
faid, he was going to mention fo ridiculous ftdiftrefs^ 
that he could fcarce think of it without laughing.— 
What this was the reader (hall know in the next 
chapter. 

CHAP. VII. 

The Jfory of Booth continu$d. More furfrlfing adwn- 
tures. 



FROM what trifles, dear Mifs Matthews/ 
cried Booth, * may feme of our greateft dif- 
trefTes arife ! do you not perceive I am going to tell 
you we had neither pen, ink, nor paper in our pre- 
fent exigency. 

• A verbal meflage was now our only refonrce ; 
however,, we contrived to deliver it in Aich terms^ 
that neither nurfe nor her fon could poffibly ecu- 
ceive any fufpicion from it of the prefent fitnadoa 
of our affairs. Indeed, Amelia whifpered me, I 
might fafely place any degree of confidence in this 
lad ; for he had been her fofler brother, and fhe had 
a great opinion of his integrity. He was in truth 
a boy of very good natural parts; and Dr. Haf- 
rifon, who had received him into his family, at 
Amelia's recommendation, had bred him up to writfe 
and read very well, and had taken feme pains to 
infufe into him the principles of honeiiy and ref- 
ligion. He was not indeed, even now difcharged 
from the dodlor's fcrvice ; but had been at home 
with hi5 mother for fome time on account of 
the fmall-pox, frort which he was lately reco» 
vered. 

« I have faid fo much,' continued Booth, * of the 
boy's charader, that you may not be furprifcd at 
fome ftories which 1 fiiall tell you of him here- 
after. 

* I am going now, madam, to relate to yon one 
of thofe Itrange accidents, which are produced by 
fuch a uain of circumftances, that . mere chance 
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hath been thought incapable of bringing them 
together ; and which have therefore given birth, 
in fuperftitious mindsy to fortune, and to feveral 
other imaginary beings. 

* We were now impatiently expe£iing the arrival 
of the dodor ; our meflenger had been gone much 
more than a fafHcient time, which to us, you may 
be afTured, appeared not at all fhorter than it wa5^ 
when nurfe, who had gone out of doors on fome 
errand, came running haflily to us, crying out, 

< O my dear young madam, her ladylhip's coach 
' is juft at the door." Amelia turned pale as death 
at thefe words ; indeed, I feared flie would have 
fainted, if I could be fa id to fear, who had fcarce 
any of my fenfes left, and was in a condition little 
better than my angel's. 

* While we were both in this dreadful fituation, 
Amelia fallen back in her chair with the counte* 
nance in which ghofts are painted, myfelf at her 
feet, with a complexion of no very difFerent co«- 
lour, and nurfe fcreaming out, and throwing wa- 
ter in Amelia's face, Mrs. Harris entered the room. 
At the fight of this fcene, (he threw herfelf like wife 
into a chair, and called immediately for a glafs of 
water, which Mifs Betty her daughter fupplied her 
with : for as to nurfe, nothing was capable of mak- 
ing any impreflion on her, whilft (he apprehended 
her young miltrefs to be in danger. 

* The do£kor had now entered the room, and 
coming immediately up to Amelia, aAer fome ex- 
preifions of furprize, he took her by the hand, 
called her his little fugar- plumb, and aEured her 
there were none but friends prefent. He then 
led her totterine acrofs the room to Mrs. Harris. 
Amelia then fell upon her knees before her mo* 
ther, but the do£tor caught her up faying, <' ufc 
'that poftute, child, only to' the Almighty ;'* but 
I need not mention this fingularity of his to yoii 
who know him fo well, and nvoft have heard him 
<>f len • difpote 'Sgatnft addreffing ourfelves toman 
in the.humbleft pofture which we ufk towards the 
f^pnmt beiof « 

E 4 * ^^ 
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* I will tire you with no more particulars ; we 

* were foon fatisfied that the do€tot had reconciled 

* us and our affairs to Mrs. Harris ; and we now 

* proceeded diredly to church » the dodior having 

* before provided a licence for us.' 

** But where is the ilrange accident,'* cried Mifs 
Matthews ? '* fure you raifed more curiofity than you 
** have fatisfied." 

• Indeed, madam,' anfwered he, * your reproof 
' isjud; Ihad like to have forgotten it ; but you 

* cannot wonder at me, when you refledl on that in- 

* terefting part of my ftory, which 1 am now relaN 

* ing.— But before I mention this accident, I muft 

* tell you whatiiappened after Amelia's efcape from 

* her mother*s houfe. Mrs. Harris at ^r(k ran out 

* into the lane among her fervants, and purfutd us 

* (fo Ihe imagined) along the road leading to the 
*■ town; but that being v«ry dirty, and the violent 

* ftorm of rain coming, ihe took fhelter in an ale* 
*- houfe, about half a mile from her own houfe, 
♦• whither fhe fent for her coach : flie then drove 

* together with her daughter to town ; where foon 

* after her arrival, (he fent for the do£tor, Ber ufual 

* privy counfellor in all her affairs. They fat up 

* all night together, the dodor endeavouring, by 

* arguments and perfuafions, to bring Mrs. Harria 

* to reafon ; but all to no purpofe, though, as he 

* hath informed me, Mifs Betty feconded him with 
f the warmeft entreaties,' 

Here Mifs Matthews laughed i of which Booth 
begged to know the reafon ; ihe, at laft, after many 
tspolegies^ faid, *' It was the firil good thing fhe 
^ ever heard of Mifs Betty ; nay,*' laid ihe, *• and 
•* aflcing your pardon for my opinioR of ygur filler, 
*' fince you will have it, I always conceived her to 
• *• be the deepeft of hypocrites." 

Booth fetched a figh, and faid, he was afraid fhe 
had not always a6ted fo kindly ;<i~ and then after a 
little hefitation proceeded. 

< You will be pleafed, madam, to remember^ the 

* lad was fent with a verbal mei&ge to the dqSor ; 

* which meifage was no more than to acquaint him 

• w&ere 



Chap. 7. AMELIA. Si 

* where we were, and to dcfire the favonr of hiV 
' company, or that he would fend a coach to 

* bring us to whatever place he would pleafe to 

* meet us at. This meffage wais to be delivered to~ 
' the dodlor himfelf, and the meiTenger was order-^ 

* ed, if he found him not at home, to go to him 

* wherever he was. He fulfilled his orders, and? 

* told it to the dodlor in the prefence ol Mrs^. 

* Harris.' 

" Oh ! the idiot," cries Mifs Matthews* •- Not: 

* at all,' anfwered Booth : « he is a very fenfible 

* fellow, as you will, perhaps, fay liereafter: He 
' had not the leaft reafon to fufpefl that anyfecrecy 

* was neccffary : for w« took the- utmoft care ha- 

* fhould not fufpe^ it*?— Well^. madam, this acci- 

* dent, which appeared Co unfortunate, termed ia 

* the higheft degree to our- advantage. Mrs. Har- 

* ris no fooner heard- the meflage- delivered, than 

* fhe fell into the moft vio^nt paffibn imaginable, . 
-« and accufed the dodtor of being in the pfetj and 

* of having confederated with? me in the deftgn of 

* carrying off her daughter. 

• The doftor, who had hitherto ufed only footh- 
^*^ ing methods, now talked in a different flrain. Hfe- 
^ confeiTed theaccufation, and juftified his condudl', 

* He faid-he was no meddler in the (iinMy affairs 

. •' of others^ nor fhonld he have concerned himfelf . 

* with her's, but at her own requell; butthat fince: 

* Mrs.. Harris herfelf had made him an agent in» 
« this matter, he would take care to acquit himfelf 
••with honour, and above ail things to preferve a 
*^ yotnig lady for whom he had the higheft efteem ;*^' 
*«- f6r me is/' cries he, and by heavens he faid 

* true, " the moft worthy, generous, and noble of 
•^ all human beings.'* You have yourfelf,mada^9, 

* faid he, confentcd to the match; I have, at your * 

* requeft, made the match; and then he added 
<- fome particulars relating to his opinion of me-^. 
•* which my modefty forbids me to repeat.' — •* Nay 
•* but," cries Mifs Matthews, " linfifton your con- 
" queftof that modefty for once.— We women do 
•* not love to heat one another's praifc%^ atA V>wS\\ 
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'' be made amends by hearing the praifes oFa man» 
** and of a man^ whom perhaps/* added (he wkh a 
leer, '* I fhall not think much the better of upon 

* that account.*' — * In obedience to your commandi 

* then, madam,' continued he, * the doAor was fo 

* kind to fay, he had enquired into my characAer^ 

* and had found that I had been a dutiful fon« and 
' an affectionate brother. Relations, faid he, in 

* which, whoever difcharges his duty well, gives ot 
/ a well-grounded hope, that he will behave as 

* properly in all the reft. He concluded with 

* faying, that Amelia's happinefs, her. heart, nay, 

* her very reputation, were all concerned in this 
' matter, to which has he had been made infira- 

* mental, he was refolved to carry her throogh it ; 

* and then taking the licence from his pocket, de^ 

* dared to Mrs. Ham's, that he would go that in- 

* ftant and marry her daughter wherever he founit 

* her. This fpeech, the dodlor^s voice, his look, 

* and his behaviour, all which are fufficiently cal- 
' culated to infpire awe, and even terror, when he 
' pleafes, frightened poor Mrs. Harris, and wrought 

* a more fen^ble efFe^ than it was in his power to 

* produce by all his arguments and entreaties ; and 

* I have already related what followed. 

* Thus the ilrange accident of our wanting pen» 

* ink, and paper, and our not truding the boy 
■ with our fecret, occaiioned the difcovery to Mrs. 

* Harris: that difcovery put the dodor upon his 
' metal, and produced that bleiTed event which I 

* have recounted to you, and which as my mother 

* hath iince confeiTed, nothing but the fpirit which 
« he had exerted after the difcovery^ could have 
^ brought about. 

* Well, madam, you now fee me married to 

* Amelia; in which fituation you will, perhaps* 

* think my happinefs incapable of addition. Per- 
' haps it was fo ; and yet 1 can with truth fay, that 

* the love which I then bore Amelia, was not com* 
« parable to what I bear her now.'—" Happy Ame- 
«* Hal" cried Mi fs Matthews. ** If all men were 
^ like you, all women would be bleiTed; nay, th« 
. . ^4 ' • whole 
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■** whole world would be fo in a great meafure : for 
" upon my fonl, I believe that from the damned in* 
" conftancy of your fex to onri proceeds half the 
•« miferies of mankind." 

' That we may give the reader leifare to confider 
well the foregoing fentiment> we will here put an end 
to this chapter* 

CHAP. VIII. 

In nAfhich our readers ivill frohahiy be di'vidid in tteir 
opinion of Mr, Booth's conduct. 

BOOTH proceeded as follows:' 
' The £rft months Of our marriagi^ prodoced 

* nothing remarkable enough to mention. I am 

* fure I need ndt tell Mifs Matthews that I found 
' in my Amelia every perfedion of human nature. 

* Mrs. Harris at £rft gave us fome little uneafinefs. 

* She had rather yielded to the do&or than given a 

* willing confent to the match ; however^ by de» 

* grees, fhe became more and more fatisfied, and 

* at laft feemed perfedlly reconciled. This we 
.^ afcribed a good deal to the kind pfRces of Mii6 

* Betty 9 who nad always appeared to be my friend. 

* She had been greatly aflitiing to Amelia in malo- 

* ing her efcape, which I had no opportunity of 
^ mentioning to you before, and in all things -be* 

* kaived k well, outwardly at leaft« to my^lf aa 
r^ well as her ij&tr, that we regarded her as our fio- 
•1 oereft friend. 

* About haif a year after our marriage, two ad* 
'* dxtional companies were added to our regimen tj . 
^ in one of which I was preferred to the comniand 
^ of a heutenant. Upon this occafion, Miis Betty 
;^ gave the firft intimation of a difpofition which we 
« have iince too fevercly experienced.' 

« Your fervant, fir, fays Mifs Matthews, " then 
>^* I find I was not miftaken in my opinion of the 
>M lady. — No, no, ^ew me any goodneis in a cen* 
:•• £>rtoiM priide and"— 

As Mt£i iMatthews hefitatedfbr a fimile or an ex- 
-^crajtiofl,. Booth ^poQCoedcd : * You will pleaCe \.<^ \^^ 
E6 * Tafcifi&k^T^ 
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' member, madam, there was formerly aa agree- 

* mcnt between myfelf and Mrs. Harris,' that I 
' ihould fettle all my Amelia's fortune on her, ex- 

* cept a certain fum, which was to be laid out ia 

* my advancement in the army ; but as oar mar- 
' riage was carried on in the manner you have heard, 

* no fuch agreement was ever executed. And 
^ fince I was become Amelia's huibaftd, not a word of 
' this matter was ever mentioned by the old lady ; 
*■ and as for myfelf^ I declare 1 had not yet awakened 
' from that delicious dream of bliis in which the 

* pofTeilion of Amelia had lulled me.' 

Here Mifs Matthews fighed, and caft the teir» 
dereft of looks on Booth, who thus continued hit 
flory: 

' Soon after my promotion, Mrs. Harrit one 

* morning took an occafion. to (peak to me on this 

* affair. She faid, that as I had been promoted 

* gratis, to a lieutenancy, fiie would affift me with 

* money to carry me yet a dep higher : and if more 

* was required than was foimerly mentioned, it 

* ihould not be wanting, fmce ihe was io perfectly 

* fatisfied with my behaviour to her daughter* 
« Adding, that (he hoped I had Aill the fame in*- 

* cli nation to fettle on my wife the remainder of het' 

* fortune. 

* I anfwered with very warm acknowledmienti 

* of my mother's goodnefs, and declared if I had 

* the world, I was ready to lay it at my Amelia'li 
' feet. — And fo, heaven knows, I would ten thoo- 

* fand worlds. 

* Mrs. Harris feemed pkafed with the warmth of 
' my fentiments, and faid, (he would immediately 

* fend to her lawyer and give him the neceflary or- 

* ders ; and thus ended our converfadoa on this 
« fubjea. 

* From this time there was a very vifible altera- 

* tion in Mifs Betty's behaviour. She grew re? 

* ferved to her filler as well as to me. She wai 

* fretful and captious on the flighted occafion*; 
« nay, ihe affeded much to talk on the ill confe* 

* quences of an imprudent inarr}^ge» e^eciaUy bn- 

• for* 
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* fore her mother ; and if ever aay little tcnder- 

* nefs or endearments efcaped me in . public towards 

* Amelia, fhe never failed to make fome malicious 

* remark on the fhort duration of violent paffions ; 

* and when I have expre^ed a fond fentiment for my 

* wife, her filler would kindl/ wilh ihe might hear 

* as much feven years hence. 

* All thefe matters have been fince fuggeftcd to 

* us by reflexion : for while they adually pdl, both 

* Amelia and myfelf had our thoughts too happily 

* engaged to take notice of what diicovered icfeif is 

* the mind of any other perfon. 

« Unfortunately for us, Mrs. Harris's lawyef 

* happened at this time to be at London, where 

* buiinefs detained him upwards of a month ; and 

* as Mrsr Harris would on no occafion employ any 
' other, our a£Fair was under an entire fufpenfioa 

- • till his return. 

' Amelia, who was now big with child, had often 

* expreifed the deeped: concern at her apprehen- 

* (ions of my being fome time commanded abroad ; 
' a circumftance which fhe declared, if it ihould 
' ever happen to her, even though (he fliould not 
' then be in the fame fituation as at prefent, would 
' infallibly break her heart. Thefe remonftrances, 
^ were made with fuch tendernefs, and fo much 

* affeded me, that to avoid any probability of fuch 
' an event, I endeavoured to get an exchange. into 

* the horfe- guards, a body of troops which very 

* rarely goes abroad, unlefs where the king himfelf 

* commands in perfon. I foon found an officer for 

< my purpofe, the terms were agreed on, and Mrs* 

* Harris had ordered the money which I was to pay 

* to be ready, notwith dan ding the oppofition made 

* by Mifs Betty, who openly dilTuaded her mother 

< from it ; alledging that the exchange was highly 

* to my difadvantagb ; that I could never hope to 
« rife in the army after it ; not forgett'ng, at the 

* fame time, fome infinuations very prejudicial to 

* my reputation as a foldier. 

* When every thing was agreed on, and the two 
« commidions were adlually made out, but not 
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figned by the king, one day, at my return from 
hunting, Amelia Sew to me, and eagerly em- 
bracing me, cried out — " O Billy, I have news 

* for you, which delights my foul. Nothing fare 

* was ever fo fortunate as the exchange you have 
made. The regiment you was formerly in is or- 

' dered for Gibraltar.'* 

* I received the news with far lefs tranfport than 
it was delivered. I anfwered coldly, fince the 
cafe was fo, I heartily hoped the commiflions 
might be both iigned. What do you fay, replied 
Amelia eagerly P — fure you told me every thing 
was entirely fettled. That look of yours frightens 
me to death;— But I am running into too minute 
particulars. In fhort, I received a letter by that 
very poft, from the officer with whom I had ex- 
changed, infifting that though his majefly had not 
(igned the commiffions, that Hill the bargain was 
valid, partly urging it as a right, and partly de- 
firing it as a favour, that he might go to Gibraltar 
in m^ room, 

* This letter convinced me in every point, I was 
now informed that the commiffions were not 
figned, and confequently that the exchange was 
not completed. Of confequence the other cbnkl 
have no right to infift on going; and as for grant- 
ing him fuch a favour, I too clearly faw 1 ihuft- 
do it at the expence of my honour. I was now 
reduced to a dilemma, the nu>fl: dreadful which I 
think any man can experience ; in which I am not 
afhamed to own, I found love was not fo Over- 
matched by honour as he ought to have been. 
The thoughts of leaving Amelia, in her prefcnt 
condition, to mifery, perhaps to death or mad- 
nefs, were infnpportable ; nor could any other 
confideration but that, which now tormented me 
on the other fide, have combated them a mo- 
ment/ 

** No woman upon earth," cries hiifs Matthews, 
can defpife want of fpirit in a man more than 
myfelf ; and yet I cannot help thinking you was 
rather tea nice on this occafion*' 

• You 
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* You will allow, madam/ answered Booth, 
that whoever offends againft the laws of honour 
in the leaft inllance> is treated a? the highei^ de<. 
linquent. Here is no excafe, no pardon; and h« 
doth nothing who leaves any thincr opdone. Biir 
if the conflidt was fo terrible with myfelf alone, 
what was my fituation in the prefence of Amelia f 
how could I fupport her fighs, her tears, her ago* 
nies, her defpairl could I l>car to thi^k myfelf 
the cruel caufe of her fufferiogs, for fo-I was! 
could I endure the thought of having it in mf 
power> to give her inftant relief, for fo k was, and 
refufe it hert 

* Mifs Betty was now again become my friend; 
She had fcarce been civil to me for a fortnight laft 
paft, yet now (he commended me to the Ikies, 
and as feverely blamed her fifter, whom fhe ar- 
raiged of the moft contemptible weaknefs, ia 
preferring my fafety to my honour ; fhe faid many 
ill-natured things on the occafion, which I fhall 
not now repeat. 

* In the midfl of this hurricane, the good dodtor 
f can^ to dine with Mrs. Harris, and at my deiirt 
* delivered his opinion on the matter.' 

Here Mr. Booth was interrupted in his narrative, 
by the arrival of a perfon whom we ihall introduce 
in the next chapter. 

CHAP. IX. 

Containing a/ant of a different kind from any of tbt 
preceding^ 

THE gentleman who now arrived was the 
keeper ; or if you pleafe (for fb he pleafed 
to call himielf ) the governor of the prifon. 

He ufed fo little ceremony at his approach, that 
the bolt, which was very flight on the infide, gave 
way, and the door immediately flew open. He 
had no fooncr entered the room than he acquainted 
Mifs Matdiews that he had brought her very good 
news, for which he deomnded a bottle of wine as 
his due* . 



n AMELIA. BookIL 

This demand being complied with, he acquaint- 
ed Mifs Mathews that the wounded gentleman 
was not deady nor was his wound ^thought to be 
mortal: thatlofsof blood, and, perhaps; his fright 
had occafioned his fainting away; * but I believe, 
' madam/, faid he, * if you take the proper mea- 

< furesy you may be liailed to-morrow. I exped 
« the lawyer here this evening, and if yon put 

< the bufinefs into his hands> 1 warrant it will be 
,« done. Money to be fure muft be parted with, 
« that's to be fure. People to be fure will expeft 

< to touch a little in fach cafes. For my owik 

< part, I never defire to keep a prifoner longec 

< than the law allows, not I : I always inform them 
« they can be bailed as foon as I know it. I never 
^ make any bargain, not I; I always love to leave 

* thefe things to the gentlemen and ladies them^- 

* felves. I never fufped gentlemen and ladies of 

* wanting generoiity.' 

Mifs Mathews made a very flight anfwer to all 
thofe friendly^ |>rofefiions. She faid ihe had done 
BOlbing ihe repented of, and was indifferent as to 
the event. * AH I can Cay,* cries fhe, • is, that if 

* the wretch is alive, there is no greater villain in 

* life than himfelf j' and inftead of mentioning any 
thing of the bail, ihe begged the keeper to leave 
her again alone with Mr. Booth* The keeper re^ 
plied, ' nay, madam, perhaps it may be better to 
' ilay a little longer herefy if you have not bail 
' ready, than to buy them too dear. Befides, a 

< day or two hence, when the gentleman is pail all 

* danger of recovery, to be fure fome folks that 
' wocild exped an extraordinary fee now, cannot 

* expect to touch any thing. And to be fure you 
« ihall want nothing here. The bell of all things 

* are to be had here for money, both eatable and 

* drinkable; though I fay it, I fhan't turn my back 
' to any of the taverns for either eatables or winei 

* The captain there need not have been fo fhy of 

< owning himielf when, he hr^ came in ; we have 
' had captains and other great, gentlemen here be- 

< fore nbwi and no ihaia^ to them> though. I fnf 
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* it. Many a great gentleman is fometimes found 

* in places that don't become them half fo well, let 

< me tell them that, Captain-Booth , let me tell them 

* that.' 

* I fee, fir»' anfvsrered Booth a little difcompofed, 

* that yoa are acquainted with my title as well as 

* my name/ 

* Ay, fir,* cries the keeper, * and T honour you 

* the more for it. 1 love the gentlemen of the 

* army. I was in the army myfelf formerly ; in 

* ihe lord of Oxford's horfe. It is true I rode pri- 

* vate ; but I had money enough to have bought 

* in quarter. maftcr, when I took it into my head 

* to marry, and my wife fhe did not like that I 

* fhould continue afoldier, (he was all for a private 
' life ; and fo I came to this budnefs. 

* Upon my word, fir,' anfwered Booth, * you 

* confulted your wife's inclinations very notably; 

< but pray, will you fatisfy my curioiity in telling 

* me how you became acquainted that I was in the 
« army ? for my drefs, I think, could not betray me.* 

* Betray!' replied the keeper, • there is no be- 

* traying here, 1 hope— 1 am not a perfon to betray 

* people. — But you are fo (hy and pccry, you would 
« almoft make one fufpeft there was more in the 

* matter. And if there be, I promife you, you 
« need not be afraid of telling it me. You will ex- 

* cufe me giving you a hint; but the fooner the bet« 

* ter, that's all. Others may be before-hand with 
' you, and firll come firii ferved on thefe occafions, 

* that's all. Informers are odious, there's no doubt 

* x>f that, and no one would care to be an informer 
« if he could help it, becaafe of the ill ufage they 
« always receive from the mob ; yet it is dangerous 

* to truft too much ; and when fafety and a good 

* part of the reward too are on one fide, and the 

* gallows on the other — I know which a wife maa 

* would cKufe.' 

* What the devil do you mean by all this?' criei 
Booth. 

« No offence, I hope,* anfwered the keeper; « I 

* ipeak for your good, and. if yo^ kv^\^ >^^t>xsL >^^^^ 
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' the fnafRing lay--you underfland mc» lam 

* i'ure.' 

* Not T,* anfwcred Booth, * opon my honour.' 

* Nay, nay,* replied the keeper, with a contemp- 
tuoos fneer, « if you are fo jpcery «s that comes 

* to, yoa inuft take the confequence.— Butformy 

* part, I know I woald not trufl Robinfon with two- 

* pence untold.' 

* What do you mean,* cries Booth ? • who is Ro- 
•* binfon ?* 

* And you don't know Robinfon!* anfwered the 
keeper with great emotion. To which Booth re- 
plying in the negative; the keeper after fome tokens 
of amazement, cried out; • Well, captain, I mail 

* fay you are the beft at it, of all the the gentlemea 

* lever faw. However, I will tell you this: the 

* lawyer and Mr. Robinfon have been laying their 
' heads together about you above half an hour this 

* afternoon, 1 overheard them mention Captain 

* Booth feveral times; and for my part, I would 

* not anfwer that Mr. Murphy is not now gone 

* about the bufmefs ; but if you will impeach any 

* to me of the road, or any thing elfc, 1 will ftcn 
« away to his worihip Thrafher this inftant, and! 

* am fure I have in tereft enough with him to get 

* you admitted an evidence.' 

* And fo,' cries Booth, • you really take me for a 

* highwayman.' 

* No offence, captain, I hope,' faid the kee pier: 

* as times go, there are many worfe men in the 

* world than thofe. Gentlemen may be driven to 
■ diftrefs, and when they are, I know no more 

* gen teeler way than the road. It hath been many 
a bfave man's cafe, to my knowledge, and men 

* of as much honour too as any in the world.' 

» Well, fir,' faid Booth, * I affure you I am not 

* that gentleman of honour you imagine me.* 

Mifs Mathews, who had long underftood the keeper 
no better than Mr. Booth, no fooner heard his mean* 
ing explained, than (he was fired with greater in* 
dignation than the gentleman had exprefled. * How 
' dare you, fir,^ faid fhe to the keeper, iufuh a man 

* •f 
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' of faihion» and who hath had the honour to bear 

* his majedy's commiffion in the arm/y as you your- 

* felf own you know ? If his mifortunes have fent 
' him hither, fure we have no laws that will protedl 

* fuch a fellow as you in infultino; him ?'— * Fellow !* 
muttered the keeper—* I would not advife you, 

* madam, to ufe fuch language to me,^ — * Do you 

* dare threaten me,' replied Mifs Matthews in a rage ; 

* Venture in the leaft inftance to exceed your autho- 
' rity, with regard to me, and I will profecute yoa 
' with the utmoft vengeance/ 

A fcene of very high altercation now enfued, till 
Booth interpoiedy and quieted the keeper, who was, 
perhaps, enough inclined to an jiccommodaiion ; 
for, in truth, he waged unequal war. He was be- 
£des unwilling to inaenfe Mifs Mathews, whom he 
expefied to be bailed out the next day, and who 
had more money left than he intended (he fhould 
carry out of the prifon with her; and as for any 
violent or unjuftifiabJe methods, the lady had dif- 
covered much too great a fpirit to be in danger of 
them. The governour, therefore, in a very gentle 
tone, declared, that if he had given any offence tt> 
the gentlbman, he heartily afked his pardon; that 
if he had known him to be really a captain, he 
ihould not have entertained any fuch fufpicions; 
but the captain was a very common title in that 
place, and belonged to Several gentlemen that had 
never been in the army, or at moft had rid private 
like himfelf. * To be fure, captain,' faid he, ' as 

* you yoorfelf own, your drefs is not very mili- 

* tary ;' (for he had on a plain fullian fuit) * and be- 

* fides, as the lawyer fays, nofcitur a fofir is a very 

< good rule. And I don't believe there i^ a greater 

< raical upon earth than that faine Robinfon that 

* I was talking of. Nay, I alTbre you, I wifh 

< there may be no mifchief hatching againft you. 

* But if there is, I will do all I can with -the lawyer 

* to prevent it. To be fure Mr. Murphy is one of 

< the clevereil men in the world at the law : that 

* even his enemies muft own; and as I recommend 
« him to all the bttfineis I can (,^a(Xidix\.vti^x%>^^^^^ 
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* to be fare that arifes In this place) why« one good 

* torn defcrves another. And I may expeCt that 
' he will not be concerned in any plot to rain any 
' friend of mine; at lead when I defire him not. 
' I am fure he could not be an honeft man if he 

* would.* ^ 

Booth was then fatisfied that Mr. Robinfon, whom 
he did nbt yet know by name, was the gamefltr 
who had won his money at plav. And now, Mifs 
Matthews, who had very impatiently borne this long 
interruption, prevailed on the keeper to withdraw. 
As foon as he was gone, Mr. Booth began to felici- 
tate her upon the news of the wounded gentleman 
being in a fair likelihood of recovery. To which, 
after fhort filence, (he anfwered, * there is fomething, 

• perhaps, which you will not eafily gueft, that 
' makes your congratulation more agreeable to me 

* than the firft account I heard of the villain*s having 

* efcaped the fate he deferves : for, I do aflare you, 

• at nrft, it did not make me amends for the inter- 

* ruption of my curiofiiy. Now, I hope, we (hall 

• be difturbed no more, till you have finifhed your 

• whole ftory. — You left off, I think, fomewhcre in 

* the ilruggle about leaving Amelia, the happy 

• Amelia'—* And can you call her happy at fuch a 

• period,* cries Booth ? " Happy, ay, happy, in any 
*' fituation," anfwered Mifs Matthews, **withfucha 
'* huiband. I, at leaft, may well think fo, who have 
** experienced the very reverfc of her fortune; bat 
*' I was not born to be happy. I may fay witkthc 
•* poet: 

" The blackeft ink of fate was fure my tot^ 
«* And when fate writ my name, it made a blot. 

' Nay, nay, dear Mifs Mathews,' anfwered Booths 
« you mud and ikall banifh fuch gloomy thoughu. 

• Fate hath, I hope, many hapjjy days in ftore for 
4 yon.' " Do you believe it, Mr. Booth,** re- 
plied ihe, •« indeed you know the contrary— You muft 
*« know— For you can't have forgot. No Amelia in 
«< the world can have quite obliterated^— Forgetfulneft 
<< is not in o«r own power. If it wa$» indexed, I have- 
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** reafon to think— But I know not what lam faying, 
<« — Pray do proceed in that ftory/* 

Booth fo immediately complied with this requeft^ 
that it is poffible he was pleafed with it. To fay 
thetrath, if all which unwittingly dropped from Mifs 
Matthews was pat together, fome conclaiions might, 
it feems» be drawn from the whole, which could not 
convey a very agreeable idea to a conftant hufband. 
Booth therefore proceeded to relate wlytt is written io 
the third book of this hiftory. 
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BOOK III. 

CHAP. I. 

In nubich Mr, Booth re/umes his ftory. 

* TF I am not miftaken, madam,' continaed Booth, 
X * I was juft going to acquaint you with the 
« dodlor's opinion, when we were interrupted by the 
keeper. 

• The dodlor having heard counfel on both fides, 
that is to fay, Mrs. Harris for my 'ftaying^, and 
Mifs Betty for my going, at laft delivered his own 
fentiments. As for Amelia, (he fat filent, drown- 
ed in her tears ; nor was I myfelf in a much better 
jituation. 

•« As the coromiffions are not figoed," * faid tbc 
dodor,* *• I think you may be faid to remain ilk 
your former regiment; and therefore I think yoa 
ought to go on this expedition ; your duty to yoor 
king and country, whofe bread you have eaten, 
requires it; and this is a duty of too liigh a 
nature to admit the leaft deficiency. Regard to 
your charadler likewife requires you to go: for 
the world, which may jufily blame your flaying 
at home, if the cafe was even fairly ftated, will 
not deal fo honeilly by you : you muft exped to 
have every circum (lance again ft you heightened, 
and mod of what makes for your defence Omit- 
ted; and thus you will be fligmatized as a coward, 
without any palliation. As the malicious difpo- 
fition of ihankind is too well known, and the cruel 

*• picafurt 
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*' pleafure which they take in deilroying the repu- 
^ tatious of others; the ufe we are to make of' this. 
** knowledge is tp afford no handle tp reproach : for, 
^^ bad as the world is, it feldom falls on any man 
*' who hath not given fome flight caufe for cenfiire, 
'* though this» perhaps, is often aggravated ten 
*< thouiand fold; and when we blame the malice of 
^' the aggravation, we ought not to forget our own 
** imprudence in giving the oc^afion. Remember, 
** my boy, your honour is At ilake; and you know 
** how nice the honour of a foldier is in thefe cafes. 
«* This is a treafure, which he mud be your enemy 
** indeed, who would attempt to rob you of. There- 
*' fore ypu ought to coniider every one as your enemy, 
*' who, by defiriog you to ftay, would rob you of 
•* your honour." , 

•* bo you hear that, filler?" * cries Mifs Betty,'— ^ 
*• Yes, 1 do hear it," * anfwered Amelia, with more " 

* fpirit than I ever fa\y her exert before,' ** and 
** would preferve his honour at the expence of my 
** life. 1 will preferve it, it it ihouid be at that 
" expence; and fince it is Dr. Harrifon's opinion. 
*• that he ought to go, I give m;^ confent. feo, my 
*' dear jiufband,'' cried fhe, falling Mpon her knees f 
*« may every angel of heaven guard and preferve 
•» yop."— * I cannot repeat her words without being. 

* affeded,' faid he, wiping his eyes, * the exceU 
' lence of that woman, no words can paint ; Mifs 

* Matthews, fhe hath every perfedion in humaa 

* nature. 

< I will not tire you with the repetition of an/ 
< snore that pail, on t)iat occ^fTon ; nor with the 
^ quarrel that enfned between Mrs. Harris and the 
*' dodor ; for the old lady could not fubmit to my 
« leaving her d^cighter in her prefenx condition. ' She 
« fell feverely on the army, and curfed the day in 
' which her daughter was married to a foldier, not 

* fparing the do^or for having had fome Ihare in the 
^ m«tcb. 1 will omit likewife the tender fee ne which 
« pad; between Amelia and my felf previous to my 

* aepartnre. .[ ' 
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** Indeed I beg you would not," cries Mifs Mat- 
ihewsy *^ nothing delights me more than fcenes of 
'< tendernefs. I (hould be glad to know, if pofiible, 
^* every fyllable which was uttered on both fides.*' 

* I will indulge you then,' cries Booth, * as far 
' as is in my power. Indeed, I believe, I am able to 
' recoiled much the greatefl part; for the impreffioa 

* is never to be effaced from my memory.* 

He then proceeded as Mifs Matthews defired ; bat 
left all our readers fhould not be of her opinion, we 
will, according to our ufual cuAom, endeavour to 
accommodate ourfelves to every tafte, and (hall there- 
fore place this fcene in a chapter by itfelf, which we 
deiire all our readers who do not love, or who per* 
haps do not know the pleafure of tendernefs,' to pafs 
over ; fince they may do this without any prejadice Ui 
the thread of the narrative. 

C H A P. ir. 

Containing a fcene of the tender kindm 
t ^TT^HE dodlor, madam,' continued Booth, * {pent 

* X his 'evening at Mrs. Harris's houfc, where 

* I fat with him whilft he fmoaked his pillow pipe, 
^ as his phrafe is. Amelia was retired above half 
« an hour to her chamber, before I went to her. At 

* my entrance, I found her on her knees, a pofturc 
' in which I never diflurbed her. In a few minutes 

* file arofe, came to me, and embracing me, faid, 
' file had been praying for refolution to fupport the 
' cruelleft knoment (he had ever undergone, or could 

* poffibly .undergo. I reminded her how'Aoch more 

* bitter a farewell would be on a death-bed, when we 

* could he\ er meet, in this world at leaft, again. I 
^ then endeavoured to lefTen all thofe objeds which 
' alarmed her moft, and particularly the danger I 

* was to encounter; upon which head I feemed a 

* little to comfort her; — but the probable length of 

* my abfence, and the certain length of my voyage, 
' were circamftances which no oratory of mine could 

* even palliate.' •' (;h 1 heaven," faid Ike, burning 
into tears, *< caotlbear to think that hundreds, 

] V iboufands, 
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«* thoufands, for ought I know, of miles or !eague«> 
«' that lands and feas are between us. What is the 
** profpeft from that mount in our garden, where 
*^ I have fat fo many happy hours with my Billy? 
<* what is the diHatice between that and the farthei^ 
•* hill which we fee from thepce, compared to the 

. ** diflance whd'ch will be between us? you cannot. 
** wonder at this idea; you mud rememle^, my, 
** Billy, at this place, this very. thought came for- 
** merly into my foreboding mind. I then begged. 
*• you to leave the army. Why would you not com- 
** ply? did £ not. tell you then the fmalleft cottage 
«< we could furvey from the ixount would be witn 
»** you a paradife to me; it would be fo flill, why 
** can't my Billy think fo ? am I fo much his fa • 
" perior in love? where is the dilhonour, Billy? or 
•' if there be any, will it reach our ears in our little 
** hutt? are glory and fame, and not his Amelia, 
*' the happinefs qf my hufband? go thenl purchafe 
•* them at my cxpence. You will pay a few lighs, 
*• perhaps a few tears at partinjj, an J then new 
** fcenes will drive away the thoughts of poor Ame- 
** lia from your bofom ; but what aiHilance (hall I 
•* have in my aflliftion? not that any change of 
** fcene could drive you one moment from my re- 
«f membrance; yet here every objefl I behold will 
'• place yonr loved idea in the livelieft manner be- 
•• fore my eyes. This is the bed in which yoa 
** havercpofed; that is the chair on which you fat. 
** Upon thefe boards you have flood. Thefe books 
«« you have read to me. Can I walk among our beds 
** of flowers without viewing your favourites, nay, 
" thofc which you have planted with your own hands ? 
'* can I fee one beauty from our beloved mount, which 
** you have not pointed out to me?" — • Thus ihe . 

*'« Went on, the woman, madam, you fee dill pre- 

* vaittog.' — ** Since you mention it," fays Mifs Mat- 
thews, with a fmile, **.! own the fame obfer vat ion 
** ocjcurred to me. It is too natural to us to coniider 

-^^ ourfelves only, Mr. Booth "—* You ftiall hear,' he 
cried,—* At lad, the thoughts of her prefent con- 

• dition fuggefted themfelves.' *« But if,'* favd 

Voi,. X. F ^i^-. 
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fhc, ** my fituation, even in health, will be fo in- 
•• tolerable, ho.v fli .11 F, in the danger and agonies 
** of child-birth, fiipport your abfencc !** — • Here (he 

* flopped, and 1 >oki. g on me with all the tender* 

* nels imnginable, cried out,' — ** And am I then fuch 
** a wretch to wilh for your prefence at fuch a fea^ . 
** fon ? ought I not to rejoice that you are out of 
•* the hearing of my cries, or the knowledge of my 
" pains ? if 1 die, will you not ha\e efcaped the hor- 
" rors of a parting, ten thoufand times more dread-' 
•' ful thin this? Go, go, my Billy; the very circuih- 
" fiance which made me mofl dread your departure, 
" hath pcrftdly reconciled me to it. I perceive 
** clearly now that I was only wifhing to fupport my 
** own weakacfs with your flrength, and to relieve 
** my own pains at the price of your*s. Believe me, 
*' my love, I am afhamed of myfelf."— * I caught 

* her in my arms with raptures not to be exprefled in 
' words, called her my heroine; furenone ever bet- 

* ler defervcd that name; aftei* which we remain* 

* ed for fome time fpcechlefs, and locked in each* 

* other's embraces.* — '* I am convinced," faid Mifs 
Matthews, withafigh, << there are moments in life' 
•* worth pnrchafing with worlds."— 

* At length the fatal morning came. J endeayonr* 

* ed to hide every pang of my heart, and to wear^ 

* the utmofl gaiety in my countenance. Amelia aft- 

* ed the fame part. In thefe afTumed charadlers we' 

* met the family at breakfaft; at their breakfaft, I' 

* mean : for we were both full -already. The doftor' 

* had fpent above an hour that morning in difcourfe 

* with Mrs. Harris, and had in fome meafure recpn- 

* ciled her to my departure. He now made ufe of 

* every art to relieve the poor diftrefTed Amelia ; not 

* by inveighing again ft the folly of grief, or by fc- 

* rroofly aavifing her not to grieve ; both which were 

* fufficitntly performed by Mifs Betty. The dofior, 

* on the contrary, had recpurfe to every means which 

* might caft a veil over the idea of grief, and raifc 

* comfortable images in my angel's mind. -He en- 
« deavoured to leffen the fuppofed length of my ab- 

* fence, by difcourfing on matters which were more 

-^ « diftant 
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* diflant in time. He faid, he intended next year to 

* rebuild a part of hi§ parfonagc-houfe.' — " And you, 

** captain," fays he, •• (hall lay the corner ftone, I ' 
*' pro.mife you," with many other inftances of the 

* like nature, which produced, I believe fome good 

* elFedl on us both, 

* Amelia fpoke but little; indeed more tears th a it 

* words dropped from her; however, (he feemed re- 

* folved to bear herafflidion with refignation. But, 

* when thedieadful ne ws iirrived that the horfes were* 

* ready, and I, havit>g taken my leave of all the reft, 

* at laft approached her; fhe was unable to fupport 
' the conflid with nature any longer; and clinging 

* round my neck, (he cried,—" Farewell, farewell for 
** ever: for I (hall never, never, fee you more." At 

* which words the blood entirely forfook her lovely- 
^ cheeks, and (he became a lifelefs corpfe in my arms^ 

* Amelia continued fo long motionlefs, that the 
^ dodior, as well as Mrs. Harris, began to be under 

* the mod terrible apprehendons : fo they informed 
' me afterwards ; for at that time I was incapable of 

* making any obfervatipn. I had indeed very little 
' more ufe of my fenfes than the dear creature whom- 

* I fupported. At length, however, we were all de- 

* livered from our fears ; and life again vidted, the 

* lovelieft man(ipn that human nature ever afforded it* 

* I had been, and yet was, fo terrified with what 
' had happened, and Amelia continued yet fo weak 
' and ill, that I determined, whatever might be the 

* coivfequence, not to leave her that day: which f'e- 
' folutioQ (he was no fooner acquainted with, thaa 

* fhe fell on her knees, crying, good Heaven, I thank 
^ thee for this reprieve at leaft. Oh 1 that every hour 

* of my future life could be crammed into this deae 

* day. 

* Our good friend the dodlor remained with «$• 

* Hefaid, he had intended to vifit a family in fome 

* afflidion ; but I don't know, fays he, why I (hould 

* ride a dozen miles after af&idion, when we have 
*' enough here. Of all mankind the doctor is the 

* bell of comforter^. As his exceffive good-nature 

* makes him take vaft delight ia d^eo&c^*, (bVvk 

F 2 * %\^^x 
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* gr^st penetration into the human mind, joined to 

* his great experience, renders him themoft wonder- 
' lul proficient in it; and he fo well knows when td 
^ footh, when to reafon, and when to ridicule, that 

* he never applies any of thofc arts improperly, 
' which isalmoil univerfally the cafe with the phyfi- 

* cians of the mind, and which it requires very great 

* judgment and dexterity to avoid* ' 

* The do6lor principally applied himfel f to ridica- 

* ling the dangers of the fiege, in which he focceed- 

* ed fo well, that he fbmetimcs forced a fmiie even 

* into thefateof Amelia. But what moft comforted 
^ hej-, were the argomcnts he ufed to convince her of 

* theprobabilitydf myfpeedy, if not immediaicre- 

* turn. Hefaid, the ^neral opinion was, that the 

* place would be taken before our arrival there. In 

* which cafe, we fhould have nothing more to do, 

* than to make the bed of our way home again. 

* Amelia was fo lulled by thefe arcs, that Ike paffecf 
' the day much better than I expeded. Though the 
' do6lor could not make pride flrong enough to con* 
' ouerlove; yet, he exalted the former tomakefome 
^ «and againft the latter ; infomuch, that my poor 
' Amelia^ I believe, more than once, flattered her* 

* felf, to fpeak the language of the world, that her 
« reafon had gained an entire viftory over her pafr 

* iion; till love brought up a reoinforcement, if I 

* may ufe that term, of tender ideas, and bore down 

* all before him. 

' * In the evening, the do£lor and I paflcd another 

* half hour together, when he propofed to^letoen- 
< deavour to leave Amelia afleep in the morning, and 
« promifed me to be at hand when fht awaked, and 

* to fupport her with all the afliftance in his power. 

* He added, that nothing was more foolifh, than for 

* friends to take leave of each other. It is true, in- 
« deed, fays he, in the common acquaintance and 

* friendftiipof the world, this is a very harmlefsce- 

* remohy ; but between two perfons who really love 

* each other, the church of Rome never invented a 

* penance half fo fevcreas this, which we abfurdly 
^ iwpofc on owfelves. 

1 * \%t^d^ 
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* I greatly approved the do£lor*8 propofal; thank- 
^ ed him, and promifed, if poffible, to put it in exe« 

• cution. He then Ihook me by the hand, and heartily 

• wiihedme well, faying, in his blunt way; ** Well; 
** boy, I hope to fee thee crowned with laurels atthy 
*' return; one comfort I have, at leaft, that flone walb 
** and a fea will prevent thee from running away." 

* When I h^d left the doftor, I repaired to my 

• Amelia, whom I found in her chamber, employed 

• in a very different manner from what Ihe had been 

• the preceeding night; (he was bufy in packing- up 

• fome trinkets in a cafket, which fhedefired me to- 

• carry with me. This cafket was her ovn work, 

• and fhe had juft faflened it as I came to her. 

* Her eyes very plainly difcoveTed what had paf* 

• fed^while fhe was engaged in her work; however, 
« her countenance was now ferene, and" fhe fpoke, 

• at leafl, with fonic chearfulnefs. But after fom* 

• time, " You mull take care of this cafket, ^iWy^* 
faid fhe,—" You muft indeed, Billy -for"-' here 
« paffion almofl choaked her, till a flood of tears 

• gave her relief, §nd then fhe proceeded — ** Fori 
** fhall be the happiefl woman that ever was born 
•• when I fee it agam."—! told her, with the blefEng 

• of God that^day would foon come.* — ** Soon !" an-» 
fwercd fhe,— »• No, Billy, not foon; a week is aa 

•* age: ^but yet" the happy day may come. It 

«« fhall, it mufl, it will!— Yes, Filly, ufe fhall meet, 
** never to part again :— even in this world I hope,"—; 
' Pardon my weaknefs, Mifs Matthews, but upon myt 

• foul I cannot help it.* cried he, wiping his ^.'jt^^-^ 

• Well, I wonder at your pafiencc, and 1 will try it no 

• longer. Amelia, tired out with fp long a flruggl^ 

• between variety of paffions, and having not clofed 

• her ey^s during three fucceffive nights, toA^ards the 

• morning fell into a profound fleep. In which fleep I 
« left her — and having drcfTed myfelf with all the ex* 
« pedition imaginable, finging, whiftling, hurrying, 

• attempting by t.vtx>j metl^od to banifh thought, I 

• mounted my horfe, which I had over-night orders 

• ed to be* ready; and galloped away from that houfe 

• where all my ireafure was dcpofucd. 
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• Thus, madam, I have, in obedience to yonr com- 

' inands, run through a fcenc, which,!f it hath been 

■* tirefome to you, you mull acquit me of having 

* obtruded upon you. This 1 am tcnvinccdof, that 

* no one is capable of taftingfuch a Icetie, who hath 

* not a heart full of tendcrnefs, and perhaps not even 
' then, unlcfs he hath been in tr.e iame fituaiion.' 

C H A l\ iir. 

In ixjbicb Mr. Booth /ets fot-^unardon bisjottrney. 

* "¥ XT' ELL, madam, we have now taken our leave 

* V V of Amelia. I rode a full niiie before I once 
' fufiered myfelf to look back; but now being come 

* to the top of a little hiil, the !aft fpot 1 knew which 
' could give mc a profpict of Mrs. Harris's hoafe, 
' my rcfc!ution failed ; 1 flopped and caft my eye.s back- 
' ward. Shall I tell you what I felt at that inftant? 

* I do aiTurc yea I am not able.^ So many tender 

* ideas crowded at once into my mind, that. If I may 
' ufc the expreflion, they almoft diflblved my heart. 
' And how, madam, the mod unfortunate accident 

* catne firft into my hqad, This was, that I bad in 

* the hurrv and cohfufion left the dear caiket bekind 

* me. The thought of going back ^t firft fuggefted 

* itfelf; but the confequences of that wfcre too ap- 

* parent. I therefore refolved to fend my man, and 

* in the mean time to ride on foftly on my r ad. ""He 

* immediately executed my orders, and after fome 
' time, feeding my eyes with that delicious and yet 
' heart-felt profpedl, I at lail turned my horfe to dct 
' fcend the hill, and proceeded about a hundred 

* yards, when, confidering with myfelf, that I (honld 
' lofe no time by a fecohd indulgence, I again turn- 

* ed back, and once more feafttd my fight with the 
^ fame painful pleafure, till my ifean returned, brihg- 
< ing me the cafket, and an account that Amelia flill 

* continued in the fweet fleep I left her.— -1 nowfud- 

* denly turned my horft for the laft time, arid with 

* the utmoft refolution purfucd my journey. 
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* I perceived xny man at his return— But before I 
m&ntion any thing of him, it may be proper, 
madam, to acquaint you who he was. He was the 
fbfler-brother of my Amelia. This young fellow 
had taken it into his head to go into the army; and 
he was defirous to ferve under my command; The 
dodlor confented "to difcharge him; his mother at 
iafi: yielded to his importunities; and I was. ver/ 
eafily prevailed on td inlift one of the handfomeit 
young fellows in England. 

< You will eafily believe I had foroe little partiality 
to one whofe milk Amelia had fucked; but as he 
had never feen the regiment, I had no opportunity 
to fhow him any great mark of /avour. Indeed he 
waited on me as my fervant; and I treated him with 
all the tendernefs which can be ufed to one in that 
flation. 

* When I was about ^o change into the horfe- 
guards, . the poor fellow^ began to droop,^ fearing 
that he ihpuld no longer be in the fame cqrps with 
me, though ceruinly that would not have been the 
cafe. However, he had never mentioned one word 
of his diifatisfadion. He is indeed a fellow of a 
noble fpirit; but when he heard that I was to re« 
main where I was, and that we were to go to 
Gibraltar together, he fell intQ tranfports of'joy^ 

.little fhortof madnefs. In Ihort, the poor feUow 
had imbibed a very ftrong affe^on for me; though 
this was what I knew nothing of till long after. 

* When he returned to me then, as I was faying, 
with the cafket, I obferved his eyes all over blub- 
bered with tears. I rebuked him a little too raihly 
on this occafion. Heyday! fays I, what is the 
meaning of this ; I hope I have not a milk-fop with 

^me. If I thought you would fhow fuch a face to the 
enemy I would leave you behind. — Your honour ne^d 
not lear that, anfwered he; I ihall find nobody there 
that I (hall love^ell enough to make me cry. I was 
highly pleafed with this anfwer, in which I thought 
I could difcover both fenfe and fpirit. I then afked 
him what had occafionedthofe tears fince he had left 
me i (-for he bad no fign of any at that uiSLe\ ^^cw^ 
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* whether he" haJ fcen his mother at Mrs. Harris's* 

* He anfwcred in the negative, and bc^'ged that t 
' woold aik him no more queilioVis ; adding, that he 

* was not very apt to cry, and he ho|»ed he fliould 

* never give me Aich another opportunity of blam- 
' ing him. I mention thib only as an inftance of his 

* afreflion towards me, for I never could account for 

* thcfe tears, any otherwife than by placing them to 

* the account of the diftrefs in which he left meat 

* that time. We craveilcd full forty 'miles that day 

* without baiting, ^hen arriving at the inn were I 

* intended to relt that night, I retired immediately 

* to my chamber, with my dear Amelia's calket, 
' the opening of which was the niceA repad, and to 

* which every other hunger gave way. 

* It is impofTible to mention to you all the little 

* matters withvyhich Amelia had f urn ifhed this caflcet. 

* It contained medicines of all kinds, which, her mo- 

* thcr, who was the Lady Bountiful of thai country, 

* had fupplied her Jwith. The moft valuable of all to 

* Rie was a lock of her dear hair, which I have from 

* that time to this worn in my bofom. What would 

* I have then given for a little pidlare of my de«r 

* angel, which (he had lod from her chamber about a 

* month before ? and which, we had the higheft reafon 

* in the world to imagine her filler had taken away : 

* for the fufpicion lay only between her and Amelia** 

* maid, who was of all creatures the honefteft, and 

* whom her roiftrefs had often trufted with things of 

* much grearer value: for the pi 61 ure, which was fet 

* in gold, and had twoorihre- little diamonds round 
« it, was worth about twelve guineas only; whereas 
■ Amelia left jewels in her care of much greater 

V* value.' 

•' Sure," cries Mifs Matthews, *• ihc could not be 
•* fuch a paltry pilferer." 

' Not on account of the gold or the jewels,* crfet 
Booth, • We imputed it to mere fpite, with which 
« 1 aflure you (he abounds ; and (he knew that next to 

* Amelia herfelf, there was nothing which I valued 

* fo much as thislittle pidlure : forfucharefemblaffce 
f did it bear of the original, that Hogarth htrofelf did 
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* never, I believe, draw a flronger Hkenefs. Spite 

* therefore was the only motive xp this cruel depre- 

* dation ; and indeed her behaviour on the occafioa 

* fufiiciently convinced us both of the juftice of our 
/ rnfpicion, though- we neuhejf of us durd accufe hei; 

* andihe herfelf had the afluran<;e to infift very ^foaglf 

* (though (he could notjpreyall) ^ith Amelia to tura 

* away ner innocent maid, faying, flic would not livp 

* in the houfe with a thief.' 

Mifs Matthews now difcharged foole curfts on Miis 
Betty, not much worth repeating, and then Mr, Booth 
proceeded in his relation. 



T 
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^ Jea piece, 

HE next day we joined the regiment, wBicfi 
was foon after to embark. Nothing but mirth 
and jollity were in the countenance of every officer 
' and foldier ; and as I now met feveral friends ^vhoc^^ 
\ I had notfeenfor above a year before, I paiTed fe* 
' vera] happy honrs, in .which poor Amelia's image* 

• feldom obtrjjdeditfelf to interrupt my pleafure. To 
^. confefs the truth', dear Mi fs Matthews, thetendereft 
*" of paffions is'capable of fubfiding; nor is abfence 
' from our dearef!- friends fo unfupportable as it may 
^ at firft appear. Diftance qftime and place do really 
^ cure what they feem to aggravate; and takirtg leave' 

• of our. friends refemblcs talcing 'leave of the world; 
« concerning which itiiath b^a often faid^.th'at it ij- 
« not death, but dying which w terrible.*— Here Mifs 
Matthews burft into.a fit of laughter, and cried, ** V 
** fincerely aft your pardon ; but I cannot help laugh- 
«* ing at the gravity of your philofophy." Booth an— 
(wered, that the do^rine of the paffions had been aU 
Ways his^ favourite ftudy ; that he was convinced.' 
every nian a£tc^' entirely fi-om that paffion which, 
was i3p|)crmoftV."*^Cah:I then. think*,* faid he, * with- 
•'oiit ^ntj5rtaining the 'Utnaoft contempt for myfelf,' 
<' that any ipleafure upon ^arth dould drive the thoughts 
*' of AmcUa oiie inftant from my hvind 1 
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• At length we embarked aboard a tranfport, and 

* faiUd for Gibraltar ; but the wind, whicli was i^t flril 

* fair, foon chopped about ; fo that we were obliged, 
' for feveral days, to beat to windwards as the fea 
'< phrafe is. During thi$ time, the tafle which I liaa 

* of a fea- faring life did' not appear extremely igrtC; 
■ able. We rolied",up arfd down in a little Harrow 
•' cabbin, in which were three officer's, all of us ex- 
' tremely fea'fick i our ficknefs heiiig mach aggra- 
« vatcd by the motion of the fliip, by the view ofeach 

* other, and by ihe (lench of the men. B^it this was 

* but a little tafte indeed of the mifery which was to 
« follow : for we were got about fix leagues to the weft- 

* ward of Scilly» when a violent dorm arofe at nortb- 
« eaft, which foon- i^^aifed the waves to the heighch of 

* mountains. The horror pf tliis is not to be ade- 

* quately defcribcd to thofe who have never fecn the 

* like. The llorm began in the evening, and a^ the 

* clouds brought on the night apace, it was foon en- 
« tirely dark ; nor had we, during many hour^, any 

* other light than what was caufed by the jarring elcr 
« ments, which frequently fent forth flafhes, Or ratHcr 
« ftreams of fire ; and whilft thcfc prefcnted the mbft 

* dreadful objefts to our eyes, the rdaring of thc^ 

< winds, thedafliin^ of tjie waves againft the (hip and 

* each other, formed a found altogether as horrible for 

* our ears ; while our ihip, fometinfkes lifted u^ as it 

* were to the ikies* and fometimes fwfepc away at once 
i as into the loweft abyfs, feemed to oe the fp6rt pf 
« the.winds and feas. The captain himfelf ' ilmoft 

* gave all for loft, ind expreflcd his aporehcnfion of 

* peing inevitably caft on the rocks of ^cilly,. and 
' beat to pieces. And now, while fotne on board 

* were add reffingthemfelves to the Supreme Being,. 
« and others applying for comfort to ftrong liquors, my 
«. whole thoughts were entirely engaged by qly^^elia,; 

< A ihoufand tender ideas crowded into niy^ind. Jt^ 

< can truly fay, that I h^d not a f^igfe cpnujleration 
« about myfelf, in which (he wii not conca-ned. 

* Dying to mc was leaving her j" and the fear of never 

* feeing her giore was a dagger iluck in my heart. 

* Again, all the terrors withwhich this Aorm, if it 

' reached 
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* reached her ears, mull fill her gentk mind on my 

* account, and the ponies which ihe mud undergo, 

* ^hen (he heard of my fate, gave me fiich intolerable 

* pangar, that I now repented my refolution, andwifh- 
' ed, I own I wifhed, that I had taken her advice,' 

* and preferred love and a cottage to all the dazzling* 

* charms of honour. 

* While I was tormenting myfelf with thefe me-* 

* ditations, and had concluded myfelf as certainly 

* loft, the mailer came into the cabbin» and with a 
' chearful voice, aiTured us thax we had efcaped the 
' danger, and that we had certainly pa^Ted to the weil<- 

* ward of the rock. This was comfortable news to 
' all prefent; and my captain, who. had been fome 
' time on his knees, leapt fuddenly up, and teftified' 

* his joy with a great oath. . 

* A perfon unufed to the fea would have been • 

* afloniflied at the fatisfaftion which now difcovered- 

* itfeJfin the mailer or in any on board : for the* 

* ftorm ftill raged with great violence, and the day-» 

* light which now appeared, prefented us with lights 

* of horror fufficient to terrify minds which were no: 

* abfolute (laves to the paffion of fear; but fogreai is 

* the force of habit, that what infpires a landman 

* with the highell appreheniion of danger, gives not 
« the leaft concern to a failor, to whom rocks and 
*' quick-fands are almoft the only objedls of terror. • 

* The mafter, however, was a little miftaken ia the- 
' prefent inftance ; for he had not left the cabbin above 
*. an hour, before my ntan came running to me, apd 

* acquainted me that the (hip was half full of water ; - 

* th»t the failprs were going to hoiil out the boat and 

* favc themfelvcs, and begged me to come that mo-- 

* -ment along with him, as I tendered my prefervation. 

* With this account, which was conveyed to me ii^ a 

* whifper, I acquainted both the captain and enfign; 

* and we all together immediately mounted the deck, 

* where we found the mafter making ufe of all his ora- 

* tQry to perfuade the Tailors that the (hip was in nq> 

* danger; and at the fame time employed , all his- 
« authority toTet the pumps a-going, which he afTured 

* them would keep the water under and fave hfs 

F 6 •• ^^i-^x 
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* dear Lovely Peggy, (for that was the name of 

* the (hip) which he fvx^ore he loved as dearly as his 

* own foul. 

* Indeed this fufficiently appeared ; for the leak was 
' fo great, and the water flow/ed in foplentifolly, that 

* his Lovely P^ggy was half filled, before* he could 
' be brought to think of quitting her; but now the 

* boat was brought along-fide the (hip ; and the 

< mailer himfelf, not with Handing all his love for ber» 
' quitted his (hip ; and leapt inV> the boat. Every 

* man prefenc attempted to follow his example, when 

* 1 heard the voice of my fervant roaring forth my 
' name in a kind of agony. I made diredtly to the' 

* (hip fide, but was too late: for the boat being al« 

* ready over laden, put directly off. And now, ma- 

* dam, I am going to relate to you an indance of 

* hercic rffeflion in a poor fellow towards hitmafier, 

* 10 which love itfelf, even among perfons of fnperior 

* education, can produce but few (imilar inflances. 
' My pour man being unable to get me with him into 

* the boat, leapt fuddenly into the fea, and fwam 

* back to the (hip ; and when I gently rebuked him 

* for his ra(hne<b, he enfwcred, he chofe rather to die 

* with me, than to live to carry the account of my. 

* death to my Amelia ; at the fame time burfling into 

* a flood of tears, he cried, ** Good Heavens! what 
*• will that poor lady ftel when (he hears of this !" 

* Thi^ tender concern for my dear love endeared the 

< poor fellow more to me than the gallant inftanc* 
' which he had juft before given of his affeSion to* 

* wards myfelf. 

* And now, madaiii, my eyes were (hocked with 

* a (ight,.the horror of which can ffarce be imagined: 
« for the boat had fcarcegot four hundred yards froni 

* the (hip, when it was fwallowed up by the mercilefs 

< waves, which now ran fo high, that out of the nnm- 

* ber of perfons which were in the boat none rcco- 
« vcred the (hip; though many of them we faw mife- 

< rably peri(h before our eyes, fome of them very 

* near us, without any poffibility of giving them the 

* l^aft aiCflance. 

< ' But 
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« But whatever we felt for them, wc felt,. I believe, 

* more for ourfelves, expeding every minute when we 

* fhould (hare the fame fate. Among /the reft, one of 

* our officers appeared quite (lopified with fear. 1 

* never indeed faw a more miferable example of the 

* great power of that paffion: 1 muft not, however; 

* omit dqjng him jullice, by faying that I afterwards* 

' faw the fame man behave well in an en<gagemehtr ^ 
' in which he was woiinded. Though there Ekewife 

* he was faid to have betrayed the fame pafiion of 

* fear in his countenance. 

• The other of -our ofiker* was no lefs fiupified (if 

* I may fo ^xprefs mvfelf) with fool hardinefs, and 
< fcemed almoft infenfible of his danger. To fay the 

* truth, I have, from this and (bme other inftances 

* which I have feen, been almoft inclined to think, 

* that the courage as well as cowardice of fools pro* 

* cceds from not knowing what is or what is not the 

* proper obje6l of fear ; indeed, we may account for 
« the extreme hardinefs of feme men, in the fame 

* manner as for the terrors of children at a bugbear. 

* The child knows not but that the bugbear is the pro» 

* per obje£l of fear, the blockhead knows not that a 

* cannon ball is fo« 

• As to the remaining part of the (hip's crew, and 
' the foldiery, mod of them were dead drunk ; and 
« the reft were endeavouring, as faft air they conld^ t# 

* prepare for death in the fame manner. 

< In this dreadful (ituation we were taoght that no 

* human condition fhould infpire men with abfolate 
' defpair ; for as the ftorm had ceafed for fome time, 

* the fwelling of the fea began confiderably to abate ; 

* and we now perceived the man of war which con- 

* voyed us, at no great diftance a-ftern. Thofe aboard 

* her eaiily perceived our diftrefs, and made towards 

* us. When they came pretty near, they hoifted out 

* two boats to our afliftance. Thefe no' fooner ap- 

* proached the (hip, than they were inftantaneoufly fill. 

* ed, and I myfelf gota place in bnfeof them, chiefly 

* by the aid of my honcft fervant, of whofe fidelity to 
■■* me on all occations I cannot fpeak or think too 
f .highly. Indeed I got into the boat fo tnvxcK vVa 
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* more eadly as a great number on board the (hip were 

* rendered by drink incapable of taking any care for 

■ themfelves. There was time, however, for the 
' boat to pafs and repafs ; fo that when we came to 
^ call over names, three only, of all that remained 
f in the (hip, after the lofs of her own boUt, were 
\ mifljng. 

* The captain, enfign, and myfelf, were received 

* with many congratulations by our olHcers on board 

* the man of war. — The Tea officers too, all except 

* the captain, paid us their compliments, though 

* thefe were of the rougiicr kind, and not without 

* feveral jokes of our efcape. As for the captain him- 
\ fclf, we fcarce faw him during many hours ; and 

* when he appeared, he prefented a view of majefty 
•. beyond any that 1 had ever feen. The dignity which 

* he prefervcd, did indeed give me ratlDsr the idea of 

* a Mogul, or a Turkifh emperor, than of any of the 

* monarchs of Chrillendom". To lay the truth, I 

■ could refemble his waik on the deck to nothing but 
*, to the image of Captain Gulliver llrutting among the 
' Lilliputians ; he feemed to think himielf a being of 
V an order fuperior to all around him, and moreefpe- 

* cially to us of the land fervice. Nay, fuch was 
' * the behaviour of all the Tea officers and failors to 

' us and our fpldiers, that inilead of appearing to 

* be fubje^s .of the fame prince, engaged in one 
« quarrel, and joined to fupport one cauie; fee 
*■ landijieri rather feemed to be captives on board an 

* enemy'^ veflel. This is a grievous misfortune, 

* and often proves fo fatal to the fervice, jthat it 

* is great pity fome means could not be found of 

* curing it.' 

Her<? Mr. Booth (lopped a while, to take breath. 
We will therefore give the fame refreihment to tke 
reader. 
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C H A P. V. 

The arrival of Booth at Gibraltar, with what theri 
befel him, - 

* -' I*. ^ H E adventures,* conttAued Bgoth', * which 

* X, happened to n>e from this day tjU my arri^ 
^ val at Gibralter, are not worth recottntii3ij;:to yoiu 

* After a voyage, the remainder of wnich was. tolcra^ 

* biy profperous, we arrived in that garrifon^ the 

* natural flrength of which is fo well known to the 

* whole world. 

* About a week after my arrival, it was my foriiina 
■ to be ordered on afally-party, in whichmy left leg 
' was broke with a mufquet ball ; and 1 fiioulcl moli 
«. ceftaihly have either perifhcd nirferably, ormaft 

* have owed my prefervation tp fome of the enemy, had 
/ notmyfaitbful fer vant carried me ofFonhis (houlders, 

* and afterwards, with the aflidance of one of his com* 

* rades, brought me back into the garriroii\. . .: 

* The agony of my wound was fa great, tSaV^^ 

* threw me into a fever, from whence, my iurgeoa 

* apprehencied mpch danger. 1 now began ^ain to 

< feel for rhy Amelia, and for myfelf on her. account : 

< and the diforder of my mind occaiioned by fuch 

* melancholy contemplations, very highly aggravated 
^ th^ diilemper of my body ; infomuch, that it 

* would probably have proved fatal, had it not beea 

* for the friendftiip of one Captain James, an oficer 

* of our regiment, and an old acquaintance, who is. 
' undoubtedly one of the pleafanteil companions, and 

* one of the beft-natured men in the world. This 

* worthy man, who had a head and a heart per- 
« feftly adequate to every office of friendfhip, flayed 
' with me almoil^ay and night during my illnefs ,' 

* ^nd by flrengthening my hopes, raifing my fpirits, 
' and cheering my thoughtSj^ preferved me from de- 

* flru^ion. 

* The' behaviour of this man alone is a futfcicnt 

* proof qf the truth of ihy dgdlrlne, that all men 
^ ad entirely from their pafHons ; for Bob James 

* can never be fuppofed to ad from any motive q£ 
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* virtac and religion; iincc he conftantly laughs at 
^ both ; and yet his conduct towards me alone de« 
^ monftrates a- degree of goodnefs, which, perhaps, 
< few of the votaries of either virtue or religioa 

* can equal.' , 

** You need not take much pains,*' anfwered Mifs 
Matthews with a fmile, '* to convince tne of your 
*' do£trine. I have been always an advocate for the 
** fame. I look upon the two words you mention,. 
** to ferve only as cloaks under which hypocrify 
*' may be the better enabled to cheat the world. I 
<< have been of that opinion ever fiiice I read that 
**^ charming fellow Mandevil." 

* Pardon me, madam,' anfwered Booth, < I hope 

* you do not agree with Mandevil neither, who 

* hath reprefented human nature in a piAure of the* 
' higheft deformity. He hath left out of his.fyfienv 

* the befl paiSon which the mind can poflefs, and 
« attempts to derive the efFedts or energies of that 

* paffion, from the bafe impulfes of pride or fear. 
» Whereas, it is as certain that love exifts in the mind 

* of man, as that its oppofite hatred doth, and the 

* fame reafons will equally prove the exigence of th^ 

* one as the exiftence of the other.* 

" I don't know, indeed," replied the lady, ** I ne- 
** ver thought much about the matter. This I know,^ 
** that when I read Mandevil, I thought all he faid 
«* was true ; and I have been often told, that he 




can give him the lye myfelf.' 

• I will join with you, madam, in that,* anfwered! 
Booth, * at any time.' 

•* Will you Join with me ?" anfwered (he, looking, 
eagerly at him—** O Mr. Booth, I know not what E 
•« was going to fay— What — Where did you Itfkvc. 
*« off?— I would not interrupt you— but r am impa- 
«< tient to know fomething.*' . , 

* What, madam ?' cries Booth; If I c^n give yoiti 
* any fatisfaaiotj'-— 
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*« No, no," faid (he, * I muft hear all, I would 
«* not for the world break the thread of your ilory 
«* — Befides, I am afraid to alk— Pray, pray. Sir, 
•« go on.*' ^ 

* Well, madam, cries Booth, • I think I was 
' mentioning the extraordinary afts' of friendfhip 

* done me by Captain James ; nor can I help tak- 

* ing notice of the almoft unparalleled fidelity of 

* poor Atkinfon (for that was my roan's name) who 
« v^as not only conftant in the affiduity of his atten- 

* dance, but, daring the time of my danger, demon- 

* ftrated a concern for me which I can hardly accoaot 

* for, as my prevailing on hts captain to make him 

* a ferjeant was the firft favour he ever received at 
■ my nands, and this did not happen till I Was af- 

* mod perfectly recovered of my broken leg. ' Poor 

* fellow ! I (hall never forget the extravagant joy hi's 

* halbert gave him ; I remember it the more, be- 

* caufe it was one of the happiell days of my own 
' life ; for it was upon this day that I received a 

* letter from my dear Amelia, after a Ibng Yilencr, 

< acquainting me that (he was out of all danger from 

* her lying in. i - " 

* I was now once more able to perform my duty 5 

* when (ib unkind was the fortune of war) the fecond 
^ time I mounted the guard, I received a violeiit 

* icontufion from the burfting of a bomb* J. was 
« felled to the ground, where I lay brcathlefs by the 

* blow, till honefl Atkinfon came to my afiifiance,. 

< and conveyed me to my room, where a furgeon 
« immediately attended me. 

* The injury I had now received, waa^mpc^ more 

* dangerous in my ftrrgeon^s opinion than the fbr- 
'< mer ; it caufed me to fpit blood, and was attended 

* with a fever, and other bad fymptoms ; fo that 

* very fatal confequences were apprehended. 

« In this fituation the image of my Amelia haunted 
« me day and night ; and the appi-eheniions of never 

* feeing her more were fo intolerable, that I had 

* thoughts of refighing my commiflion, and returning 
^ home, weak as I was, that I might have, at lea(l» 

* the fetisfadiott of dying in iht atm^ ot xcv^j Xci^e.* 
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' Captain James, however, periided in diffiiading me 
^ from any fuch refolution. He told me my honoor 

* was too much concerned, attempted to raife my 
' hopps of recovery to the utmoft of his power ; but 

* chiefly he prevailed on me by fuggefting» that if 

* the word which T apprehended, (hould happen, it 

* was much better for Amelia, that fhe ihould be 
' abfent than prefent in fo melancholy an hour.' 
** I know," cried he, •* the extreme joy which muft 
•* arife in you from meeting again with Amelia, 
.** and the comfort of expiring in her arms ; but con- 
•" fidcr what (he herfelf muft endure upon the dread- 

^* ful occafion, and you would not wifh to purchafe 
** any happinefs at the price of fo much pain to her." 
/ This argument, at length, prevailed on me ; and 

* it was after many long debates refolvcd, that (he 

* fhould not even^ know my prefent condition till 
.' my doom either for life or death was abfoiutelf 
« fixed/ 

** Oh ! Heavens ! how great ! how generoQS !" 
cried Mifs Matthews. ** Booth, thou art a noble 
** fellow ; and I fcarce think there is a woman apba 
** earth worthy fo exalted a paflion." 
' Booth made a modeft aniwer to the compliment 
5vhlch Mifs Matthews had paid him. This drew 
«iore civilities from the lady ; and thefe again more 
acknowledgments. All which we ihall pals by, lund 
- proceed with our hiilory. 

CHAP. VI. 

Containing matters ^whicb ^ill fleafe fomt readers* 

* ^X^ W O months and more, had I continaed la 
' X a date of inccrtainty, fometimes with more 
^ flattering, and fometimes with more alarming fymp- 

* toms; when one afternoon poor Atkinfon came' 

* running into my room, all pale and out of breathy 
/ and begged me not to.be furprized at his news* 
f 1 afked him eagerly what was the matter, and if 
f it was any thing concerning Amelia.— I had fcarce 
' Uttered the dear nazne, when ihe herfelf rufhed into 

Mh« 
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* the room, arid ran haftily to mc, crying,' **. Yes, 
•* it is, it is your Amelia herfelf." 

*. There is nothing fo difficult to defcribe, and 

* generally fo dull when deicribed, as fccnes of^ex- 

* ceffivc tendernefs.' 

** Can you think fo f* fays Mifs Matthews, ** furely 
•* there is nothing fo charming l—O I Mr. Booth, 
** our fex is d— ned by the want .of tendernefs ia 
** yours— O were they ail like you— certainly no maa 
«« was ever your equal.*' 

* Indeed, madam,' cries Booth, *" you honour mc 

* too much — But— well— when the firft tranfportg 

* of our meeting were over, Amelia began gently 

* to chide me for having concealed my illnefs from 

* her ; for in thiee letters which I had writ her fiace 
' the accident had happened, there was not the leaft 
' inention of it, or any hint given by which ihe 
' could poffibly conclude I was otherwife than in 

* perfect health. And when I had excufed myfelf, 

* by affigning the true reafon, (he cried,— <• O Mr, 
•* Booth I and do you know fo little of your Amelia, 
** as to think I could or woald furvive you ! — would 
** it not be better for one dreadful fight to break my 
*« heart all at once, than to break it by degrees ?— 
•* O Billy ! can any thing pay me for the lofs of 

• '* this embrace ?"—— « Bpil a^ your pardon—— 

* how ridiculoQt doth my fondness appear in your 

* cyesl* 

" How oftetJ," anfwered (he, " (hall I aflert the 
** contrary?— — ^What wpu4d you have me fay, Mr. 
** Booth? ihall 1 tell you 1 en.vy Mrs. Booth of all 
** the i^omen in the world.J , would ypu believe me if 
V I did? I hope you— -Whiat^am i- faying !-Pray 
«* make no farther apolpgy, but go 6a,|* 

* After a (cene, ■ continued he, * too tender to be 

* conceived by many, Amelia informed me that flie 
** liad received a letter from an unknown hand, 

* acquainting her with my misfortune, and^dvifing 

* ^er, if Ihe. ever defired to fee me more, to come 
« dirtdfly to 'Gibraltar. She faid, Ihe (hould not 

< have delayed.a moment after receiving this letter, 

< had iioi.rt^e.Tame -ihip brought k^i otv^it^mT^^ 
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*' moment. I ihould have leaped into the firft fi(h- 
'* ing-boat I could have foand, and bid defiance w 
** the winds and waves Q there is no true tender*' 

" nefs bat in a woman of fpirtt, I would not be 
*' underllood all this while to reflet on Mrs. Booth.' 
** I am only defending the caafe of my fejc; for upon 
*' my foul fuch compliments to a wife are a fatire on 
•* all the reft of womankind." 

* Sure you jeft, Mifs Matthews,' anfwered Booth,* 
with a fmile. * However, if you pleafe, I will pro- 

* ceed in my ftory.* 

CHAP. VIL 

7'Jbe captAtH continuing his Jlory^ recounts fimt particu' 
lars lAjhicb lAfe doubt not, to many gocd feopli, tvill 
appear unnatural. 

* TT W A S fcarce fooner recovered from m]f indit 

* X pofition than Amelia herfelf fell ill. Thisylam 
' afraid, was occafioned by the fatigues whicfh I could 

* not prevent her from undergoing on my account; 

* for as my difeafe went off with vic^lent fweats, dur- 
^ ing which the furgeon ftridtly ordered that I ihould 

< lie by myfelf, my Amelia could not be prevailed 
' upon to fpend many hours in her own bed. During 

< my reftlefs fits (he would ' fometimes read to me 

* feveral hours together ; indeed it was not withoot 

* difficulty that fhe ever quitted my bed-fide. Thefc 

* fatigues, added to the uneafinefs of her mind, oreN 

* powered her weak fpirits, and threw her into one 
' of the worft diforders that can poffible attend a 

* woman. A diforder stry common among the la* 

* dies, and our phyficians have not agreed upon its 

* name. Some call it the fever on the fpirits, fome 
' a nervous fever, fome the vapours, and ibm€ the 

* hyfterics.* 

•* O fay no more," cries Mifs Matthews,** I pity 
** you, I pity you from my foul. A man had better 
** be plagued with all the cuifes of Egypt than with 
•* a vapourilh wife." 

« Pity me, madam !' anfwercd Booth, * pity rathef 

* that dearxreature, who, from her love and care of 

•my 
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^* —that could not be neither : for then (he would 
^^ not have doubted whether fhe fhou]d leave dear 
** England on the receipt of the letter. — No, it muft 
** have been by fome oth^r means ; — yet that I pwned 
** appeared extremely natural to me; for if I had been 
^ left by fuch a hufband, 1 think I ihould have pur« 
" fued the fame method." 

* No, madam,' cried Booth, ' it muft have been 

* conveyed by fome other chtinnei ; for my Amelia, 
' i. am certain, was entirely ignorant of the maa- 
' ner ; and as for poor Ackinfon, .1 am convinced ho 
•• would not have ventured to take fuch a Rep without 
' acquainting me. Befides, the poor fellow had, I 

* believe, fuch a regard for my wife, out of gra- 

* titude for the favours (he had done his mother, that 

* I make no doubt he was highly rejoiced at her 
« abfence from my melancholy fcene. Well, whoever 

* writ it, is a matter very immaterial; yet as it feem-» 

* ed fo odd aod unaccountable an incident, I could 
^ not help mentioning it. 

* From the time of Amelia's arrival, nothing re* 
< markable happened till my perfe£l recovery^ un- 

* lefs I (hould obfe'rve her remarkable behaviour, 

* fo full of care and tendernefs that it was perhaps 
^ without a parallel.' 

" O no, Mr. Booth,' cries the lady— ** It is fully 
*• equalled, I am fure, by your gratitude. There is 
** nothing, I believe, fo rare as gratitude in your fex, 
** efpecially in hulbands. So kind a remembrance is, 
*-' indeed, more than a return to Aich an obligation : 
*« for where is the mighty obligation which a woman 
*• confers, who being poiTeiTed of an ineftimable jewel 
•* is fo kind to herielr as to be careful and tender of ' 
«• it? I do not fay this to leffen your opinion of 
*' Mrs. Booth. I have nq do4]bt but that (he loves 
*' you as well as ihfi is capable. But I would not 
'^ have you think fo meanly of our fex, as to imagine 
'* there are not a thoufand women fufceptible of true 
•* tendernefs towards a meritorious man. — Believe nie, 
** Mr. Booth, if I had received foch an account of an 
** accident having happened to. fuch a hufhand, a 
** motker a^nd a parfon would not have heldixve.^ 
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'* the excefs of a mother's tendernefs. and furoiflied 
^* you with no lefs than fifty pounds for your fooIUk 
«* \oyage. How can flic then be otherwife thanfur- 
** prifed at your prefent demand ? which, ihould (he 
** be fo weak to comply wiih, flic muft e^pedk to be 
** every month repeated, in order to fupply the er- 
•' travagance of a young rakifli officer.— You (ay (he 
** will compafllonate your fu/Ferings; yes, furely flie 
*' doth great-y compaflionate them, and fo do I too, 
** though you was neither fo kind, nor fo civil as to 
** fuppofe I fliould. But I forgive all your flights to 
** me, as well now as formerly. Nay, I not only 
*• forgive, but I pray daily for you. — Fut, dear After, 
'* what could you exped lefs than what hath happen- 
*f ed? you fliould have believed your friends, who 
** were wiier and older than you. I do not here mean 
*^ myfelf, though! own I am eleven montlis and fome 
'^ odd weeks your fuperior, though, had I been 
*' younger, I mighf, perhaps, have been able toad- 
«* vife you : for wifdom, and what fome may call 
'* beauty, do not always go togethcr.\ You wiil 
*< not be oifended at this: for I know in your heart 
*' you have always held your head above fome peo- 
** pie, whom perhaps other people have thought 
** better of; but why do J mention what J fcorn Co 
*' much ? — No, my dear filler. Heaven forbid it 
*^ fliould ever be faid of me, that I value myfelf upon 
** my face -not but if I could believe men perhaps 
«• —but I hate and defpife men— you know I doj 
** my dear, and I wifli you had defpifed them as 
** much; but jac'fa eft alea^ as the do6"lor fays. — - 
«* You are to make the beft of your fortune. What 
•« fortune 1 mean my mama may pleafe to give 
** you: for you know all is in her power. Let me 
•* advifc yon then to bring your mind to your cir- 
«< cumftances, and remember (for I can't help writ- 
•* ing it, as it is for your own good) the vapours 
«« are a diftcmper which very ill btfcome a knapfack. 
*• Remember, my dear, what you have done; remem- 
" ber what my mama hath done ; remember i^'C 
<* have fomething of yours to keep, and do not con«> 

'* fider 
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« fider yoarfelf as an only child ■ No, nor as a 
' favourite child ; but be pleafed to remerober, 
" Dear fifter, 

** Your moft afFedlionatc fitter, 
'* Aud moft obedient humbleferrant, 

*« E. Harris." 

«* O brave Mifs Betty," cried Mifs Matthews, " I 
•* always held her in high efteem ; but I proteft (he 
** exceeds even what I could have expected from 
" her.'; 

* This letter, madam,* cries Booth, * you will 

* believe was an excellent cordial for my poor wife's 

* fpirits. So dreadful indeed was the eiFeflithad 

* upon her, that as (he had read it in my abfence, 
' I found her at my return home in the mo(l violent 

* (its ; and fo long was it before (he recovered her 

* fenfes, that I dtfpaired of that bleft event ever hap- 

* pening, and my own fenfes very narrowly efcaped 
« from being facrificed to my defpair. However, (he 

* came at laft to herfelf, and I began to confider of 
« every means of carrying her immediately to Mont- 

* pielier, which was now become much more necefTary 
« than before, 

* Though I was greatly (hocked at the barbarity 

* of the letter ; yet I apprehended no very ill confe^ 

< quence from it; for as it was believed all over the 

< army that I had married a great fortune^ I had. 

* received offers of money, if I wanted it, from 
' more than one. Indeed I might have eafily carried 

.* my wife to Montpelier at any time ; but (he was 

' extremely averfe to the voyage, being de(irous of 

* our returning to England, as I had leave to do; 

* and (he grew daily fo much better, that had it 

* not been for the receipt of that curfed — which I 

* have jud read to you, I am perfuaded (he might 

* have been able to return to England in the next 

« Among others there was a colonel in the garrifon, 

* who had not only offered, but importuned me to 

* receive money of him: I now theretore repaired to 
Vol. X. G * Vvov 
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* him ; and as a reafonof altering my refolation, I 

* produced the Ic-ier. and at the fame time ac- 
« quainted him vviili the true (late of my affairs, 

* The colonel read the Ijtter, fhook his head, and 

* after fome filence, f«iil, he was forry I had refufcd 

* to accept his offer before ; but that he had now 

* fo ordered natter?, and difpofed of his money, 

* that he had not a Hiilling left to fpare from hii 

* own occr.iions. 

* Anfwcrs of the fame kind I had from feveral 

* rthers ; but not one penny could I borrow of any; 

* for I have been fince firmly perfuaded that the 

* honefl colonel was not content wirh denying me 

* himfv.4f; but took effe«^\ual means, by fpreading the 

* fecret 1 had fo foolifhly trufled him with, to pre- 

* vent me from fucceeding elfewhcrc ; for fuch is the 

* nature of men, that whoever denies himfelf to do 

* you a favour, is unwilling that it (hould be done to 

* you by any other. 

* Thi*^ was the firft time I had ever felt thatdiftrefs 

* which arifcs from the want of money ; a diftrefs 

* very dreadful indeed in a married (late ; for what 

* can be more miferabie than to fee any thing ne- 

* ceffary to the prefcrvation of a beloved creature, 

* and not be able to fupply it ? 

« Perhaps you may wonder, madam, that I have 

* not mentioned Captain James on this occafion; 

* but he was at that time laid up at Algiers (whi- 

* ther he had been fent by the governor) in a fever. 

* However, he returned time enough to fupply me, 

* which he did with the utmoll readinefs, on the 

* very fir(t mention of my diftrefs; and the good 

* colonel, notwithftanding his having difpofed "of 

* his money, dil'counted the captain's draught. You 

* fee, madam, an inftance in the generous behaviour 

* of my friend James, how falfe are all univerfal fatircs 

* agaiml human kind. He is indeed one of the wor- 

* thieft men the world ever produced. 

* But, perhaps, you will be more pleafed ftill with 
' the extravagant geucrofity of my ferjeant. The day 
■ before the return of Mr. Jitmes, the poor fellow 

* came to'me, with tears in his eyes, and begged I 

* H<«uld 
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* would not be ofFended at wh^ he was going to men- 

* tion. He then pulled a purfe from his pocket, 

* which contained, he faid, the fum of twelve pounds, 

* and which he begged me to accept, crying he was 

* forry it was not in his power to lend me whatever 

* I wanted. I was fo ftruck with this inftance of 

* generofity and friendfhip in fuch a peribii, that I 
' gave him an opportunity of preffing me a fecond 

* time, before I made him an anfwer. Indeed I was 

* greatly furprifcd how he came to be worth that little 

* ium, and no lefs at his being acquainted with my 

* own wants. In both which points he prefently fa- 

* tisiied me. As to the firft, it feems he had plun- 

* dered a Spanifli officer of fifteen pifloles; and as to 

* the fecond, he confefFed he had it from my wife's 

* niaid, w,ho had overheard feme difcourfe between 

* her miflrefs and me. Indeed people, 1 believe, aU 

* ways deceive themfelves who i|nagine they can con- 

* ceal diftreffed circumfiances from their fervants: for 

* thefe are always extremely quick-fighted on fuch 

* occafions. 

*' Good Heaven!'* cries Mifs Matthews, "how 
** allonifhing is fuch behaviour in fo Iowa fellow!" 
• I tht)ught fo myfelf,' anfwered Booth; * and 

* yet I know not, on a more ftridl examination into 

* the matter, why we Ihould be more furprifed to fee 
< greatnefs of mind difcover itfclf in one degree, or 

* rank of life, than in another. Love, benevolence, 

* or what you will pleafe to call it, may be the 

* reigning pallion in a beggar as well as in a prince ; 

* and wherever it is, its energies will be the fame, 

* To confefs the truth, I api afraid we often com- 

* pliment what we call upper life, with too much in- 

* juftice, at the expence of the lower. As it is no 

* rare thing to fee inllances which degrade human na- 

* ture, in perfons of the higheft birth and education ; 

* fo I apprehend, that examples of whatever is really 

* great and good, have been fometimes found amcngft 

* thofe who have wanted all fuch advantages, in 

* reality, palaces, I make no doubt, do fometimes 

* .contain nothing but drearincfi and darknefs, aaA 

G 2 * ^'t 
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* the fun of rightcoufnefs hath (hone forth with aH 

• its glory in a cottage.* 



M' 



CHAP. viir. 

The Jiory of Booth coniinuid* 
Booth thus went on \ 



_ _ We now took leave of the garrifon, and 

* having landed at Maneilles, arrived at Montpelier, 

* without any thing happenng to us worth renaem- 

* brance, except the extreme Tea fickncfs of poor 

* Ameli.i ; but I was afterwards well r^p^id for the 

* terrors which it occafioned roe, by the good confe- 

* quences which attended it: for T believe it contri- 

* buted tven more than the air of Montpelier, to the 

* perfvdl re elhbliftiment of her health.* 

** I afk your parcion for interrupting you,'* crici 
Mifs Matthews, <• but you never faiisficd me whc- 
*• ther you took the ferjeant's money.— You have 
*' made me half in love with that charming fel- 
" low." 

* How can you imagine, madam,* anfwered Booth, 

* I fhould have taken from a poor fellow what was of 

* {q little confequence to me, and at the fame time 

* of fo much to him? - Perhaps now you will derive 

* this from the paflion of pride.' 

" Indeed," fays fhc, ** 1 neither derive it from the 
** p ffion of pride, nor from the paffion of folly; but 
" methinks you (hould have accepted the offer, and I 
" am convinced you hurt him vtry much when yott 
*' refufed it. But pray proceed in yourftory.'* Then 
Booth went on as follov/s : 

* As Amelia recovered her health and fpirits daily» 

* we began to pafs our time very pleafantly at Mont- 

* pelicr : for the greateft enemy to the French will ac- 

* knowledge, 'hat they are the bed people in the 

* world to live amongft for a little while In fomc 

* countries it is almoft as eafy to get a good eflate 
' as a good acquaintance. In England, particular- 

* ly, acquaintance is of almoft as flow growth as an 
■^ oak; io that the age of man fcarce fuffices to 
' l^riog it to any petfe&\on> ^tid famiiies feldom con- 
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* trail any great intimacy till the third, or atleaft the 

* fecond generation. So fhy indeed are we Englifh 

* of letting a ftranger into oar houfes, that one would 

* imagine we regarded all fuch as th eves. Now the 

* French are the very referve. Being a ftranger 

* among them entitles you to the better place, and to 

* the greater degree of civility ; and if you wear but ' 

* the appearance of a gentleman, they never iufpeft 

* yotf are not one. Their friendftiip indeed feldoni 

* extends fo far as their purfe; nor is fuch friendlhip 

* ufual in other countries. To fay the truth, polite- 

* nefs carries friendlhip far enough in the ordinary 
' occafions of life, and thofe who want this accom- 

* pli{hm;^nt rarely make amends for it by their fincc- 

* rity: for bluntnefs, or rather rudenefs, as it com- 

* monly deferves to be called, is not always fo much 
« a mark of honefty as it is taken to be. 

* The day after our arrival we became acquainted 
« with Monf. Bagillard. He was a Frenchman of 

* great wit and vivacity, with a greater (hare of learn- 

* ingthan gentlemen are ufually poflefled of. As he 

* lodged in the fame houfe with us, we were imme- 

< diately acquainted, and I liked his converfation fo 

* well> that I never thooght I had too much of his 

* company. Indeed I fpent fo much of my time with 
•^him, that Amelia (I know not whether I ought to 

* mention it) grew uneafy at our familiarity, and 

< complained of my being too little with her, from 

* my violent fondnefs for my new acquaintance; for 
« our converfation turning chiefly upon books, and 

* principally Latin ones (for we read feveral of the 

* claffics together) (he could have but little entcrtain- 

* ment by being with us. When my wife had once 

* taken it into her head that ftic was deprived of my 

* company by M. Bagillard, it was impoffible to 
« change her opinion ; and though I now fpent more 

* of my time with her than I had ever done before, ■ 

* {he ftill grew more and more difTatisfied, till at laft, 

* (he very earneflly defired me to quit my lodgings, 

* and infilled upon it with more vehemence than I 
« had ever known her exprefs before. To fay the 

< truth, if that excellent woman could ever be thought 
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* unreafonable^ I thought fhe was fo on this occa- 

* fion. ^ 

* But in what light foever her defircs appeared 

* to me, as they manifeftly aiofc from an ai^'edtion 
« of which I had daily the rr.oll endearing proofs, I 

* refolvcd to comply with her, and accordingly re- 

* moved to a diftant part of the town ; for it is my 

* opinion that we can have but little love for the per- 

* fonwhom we will never indulge in an unreafonable 

* demand. Indeed, I was under a difficulty with 
« regard to Monf. Bagiilard; for as I could not pof- 

* fibly communicate to him the true reafon for quit- 

* ting my lodgings ; fo I found it as difficult to de- 

* ceive him by a counterfeit ( ne ; befides, I was ap- 

* prehenfive 1 fhould have little lefs of his company 

* than before, I could, indeed, have avoided this 

* dilemma by leaving Montpelier ; for Amelia had 

* perfectly recovered her health ; but I had faithfully 

* promifed Captain James to wait his return from 

* Italy, whither he was gone fome time before from 

* Gibraltar; nor was it proper for Amelia to take 

* any long journey, fhe being row near fix months 

* gone with child. 

* This difficulty, however, proved to be lefs than 

* I had imagined it; for my French friend, whether 

* he fufpefltd any thing from my wife's behaviour, 

* though fhe never, es I ol.fervcd, Ihewed him the 

* leail incivility, became fuddenly as cold on his fide. 

* After our leaving the lodgings, he never made 

* above twoor three formal vifits ; indeed his time was 

* foon after entirely taken up by an intrigue with a 

* certain countefs, which blazed all over Montpelier. 

' We had not been long in our new apartments be- 

* fore an Englifli officer arrived at Montpelier, and 

* came to lodge in the fame houfe with us. This 

* gentleman whofe name was Bath, was of the rank 

* of a major, and had fo much fingularity in his 

* character, that perhaps you never heard of any 

* like him. He was far from having any of thofe 

* bookifh qualifications, which had b fore caufcd my 

* Amelia's difquiet. It is true, his difcourfe gene- 

* jaJ]/ turned on matters of no feminine kind ; war 

* and 
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* and martial exploits being the ordinary topics of his 

* converfation : however, as he had a filler with 

* whom Amelia was greatly pleafed, an intimacy pre- 

* fently grew between us, and we four lived in one 

* family, 

* The major was a great dealer in the marvellous, 

* and was conftantly the little hero of his own tale. 

* This made him very entertaining to Amelia, who, 

* of all perfons in the world, had the truell tafle and 

* enjoyment of the ridiculous ; for whilft no one 

* fooner difcovers it in the charadter of another, no 

* one fo well conceals her knowledge of it from the 
« ridiculous perfon. I cannot help mentioning a fen- 

* timent of her's on this head, as I think it doth her 
« great honour.' " If I had the fame negledt,*' faid 
fhe, •* for ridiculous people with the generality of 

the world, I fhould rather think them the objects of 
tears than laughter; but, in reality, I have known 
feveral, who, in fome parts of their charadlers have 
been extremely ridiculous, in others have been 
altogether as amiable. For inftance," faid fhe, 
here is the major who tells us of many things 
which he has never feen, and of others which he 
hath never done, and both in the mofl extravagant 
excefs; and yet how amiable is his behaviour to 
his poor fifter, whom he hath not only brought 
over hither for her health, at his own expence, 
but is come to bear her company.'* — * I believe, 

madam, I repeat her very words; for I am very apt 

to remember what fhe fays. 

* You will eaiily believe, from a circumflance I 
have juft mentioned in the major's favour, efpecially 
when I have told you that his filler was one of the 
beft of girls, that it was entirely neceffary to hide 
from htrr all kind of laughter at any part of her 
,brother's behaviour. To fay the truth, this was 
cafy enough to do; for the poor girl was fo blinded 
with love and gratitude, and fo highly honoured 
and reverenced her brother, that (he had not the 
leaft fufpicion that there was a perfon in the world 
capable of laughing at him. 

G 4 « IcAwi 
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* Indeed, I am certain (he never made the leaftdif- 

* covery of our ridicule; for I am well convinced ftie 
« would have refented it: for befides the love flic 

* bore her brother, (he had a little family pride, 

* which would fometimes appear. To fay the truth, 

* if fhe had any fault, it was that of vanity; butftie 
' was a very good girl upon the whole ; and none 

* of us are entirely free from faults.' 

** You are a good natured fellow, Will," anfwered 
Mifs Matthews, «• but vanity is a fault of the firll 
** magnitude in a woman, and often the occa(ion of 
** many others.* 

To this Booth made noanfwer» bat continued hii 
fiory. 

* In this company we psiffcd two or three months 
very agreeably till the major and I both betook 

ourfelves to our feveral nur(eries; my wife being 
brought to bed of a girl, and Mifs Bath confined 
to her chamber by a furfeit, which had like to have 
occafioned her death.' 

Hore Mifs Matthews burft into a loud laugh, of 
which when Booth afked the reafon, (he faid (he 
could not forbear at the thoughts of twofuchnurfes: 
And did you really/' fays (he, ** make your wifc'f 
caudle yourfeif ?" 

* Indeed, madam,* faid he, Mdid; and do you 
.think that fo extraordinary.* 

" Indeed I do," anfwered (he, " I thought the beft 
hulbands had looked on their wives lying-in as a 
time of feftfval and jolity. What did you not even 
get drunk in the time of your wife's delivery ? tell 
mehoneftly how you employed yourfelf at this time.** 

* Why then honeftly,' replied he, * and in defiance 
of your laughter, 1 lay behind her bolder, and fup- 
ported her in my arms; and upon my foul, I believe 
I felt more pain in my mind than (he underwent in 
her body. And now anfwer me as honeftly : do 
you really think it a proper time of mirth, when 
the creature one loves to diftradion is undergoing 
the moft racking torments, as well as in the mod im- 
minent danger? and— but I need not exprefs any 
more tender circum dances. 

< lam 
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" I am to anfwer honeftly," cried fhe. — * Yes. ' And 

* fincerely,* cries Booth.—** Why then honeftly and 
•* fincerely," fays flic, ** may I never fee Heaven, if 
*• I don't think you an angel of a man." 

* Nay, madam,* ar.fwer^^d Booth—* but, indeed, 

* you do me too much honour, there are many fnch: 

* hulbands — Nayj have we not an example of the 

* like tendernefs in the major? though as to him, I 

* believe, I (hall make you laugh. While my wife 

* lay in, Mifs Bath being extremely ill, I went one 

* day to the door of her apartment, to enquire after 

* her health, as well as for the m?jor, whom I had not 
' feen during a whole week. I knocked foftly at the 

* door, and being bid to open it, J found the major 

* in his filler's antichamber warming her poflet. His 
' drefs was certainly whimiical enough, having on a 

* woman's bed-gown, and a very dirty flannel night- 

* cap, which being added to a very odd perfv"in (for 

* he is a very awkward thin man, near feven feet high) 

* might have formed, in the opinion of mofl men, a 

* very proper objeft of laughter. The major flarted 

* from his feat at my entering into the room, and with 

* much emotion, and a great oath, cried out, ** is it 
** you, fir?" — *1 then enquired after his and his filter's 

* health. He anfwered, that his fifler was better,. 

* and he was very well,' ** though I did not cxpcdt,. 
«* iir,*' * cried he, with not a little confusion,' — '* to» 
** be feen by you in this fituaiion." • I told him, 

* I thought it impoilible he could appear in a ft* 

* tnation more becoming his charafter.* — " You do 

•• not?'* 'anfwered he,* •* By G I am very 

** much obliged to you for that opinion; but I be*. 
** lieve, fir, however my weaknefs may )^revail on me 
** lotiefcind from it, no man can be moK' conscious 
** of his own dignity than myfelf." ' His filler then^ 

* called to him from the inner room; upon which he 

* rang the bell tor her fervant, and then, «fterafl\rideor- 

* two acrofs the room, he faid, with an elated afpedb'. 
•* I would not have you think, Mr. Booth, because 
** you have caught me in this difhabille, by coming 
** upon me a little too abruptly, I cannot help fay ng 
** a little too abruptly, that I am. my filler's nurfe. 

G 5 **'V&Xi^N«v 
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<< I know better what is due to the dignity of a mzxtf 
** and I have {hewn it in a line of battle.-^I- think 
** I have made a figure there, Mr. Booth, and be- 
«* coming my charader; by G— I ought not to be 
<< defpifed too much, if my nature is not totally with- 
*« out its weaknefles." « He uttered this, and foniC 

* xnore of the fame kind, with great majefly, or, as 

* he called it, dignity. Indeed, he ufcd fome hard 

* words that I did not underftand ; for all his words 

* are not to be found in a didionary. Upon the 

* whole, I could not eafily refrain from laughter ; 
« however, I conquered myfclf, and foon after retired 
« from him, aftonilhed that it was poffible for a man 

* to pofTcfs true goodnefs, and be, at the fame time 
« aftiatoed of it.* 

* But if I was furprifed at what had pall at this 
< vifit, how much more was I furprifed the next 

* morning, when he came very early to my chamber, 

* ^nd told me he had not been able to fleep one wink 

* at what had paft between us I' ** There were fome 
•* words of yours," * fays he,* ** which muft be far- 
«« ther explained before we part. You told me, fir, 
** when you found me in that iituation, which I can« 
** not bear to recollect, that you thought I could not 
«* appear in one more becoming my charafler ; thefc 
** were the words, I fhall never forget them. Do 
«< you imagine that there is any of the dignity of a 
«« man wanting in my characlcr ? do you think that 
«« I have, during my filler's illnefs, behaved with a 
«• weaknefs that favours too much of effeminacy ? I 
** know how much it is beneath a man to whine and 
«* whimper about a trifling girl as well as you, or 
« any man ; and if my iider had died, I fhould have 
** behaved like a man on the occafion. I fhould not 
" have you think I confined my felf from company 
•* merely upon her account. I was very much dif- 
«« ordered myfeif. And when you furprifed me in 
" that fituation, I repeat again in that fituation, her 
«* nurfe had not left the room three minutes, and I 
«« was blowing the fire for fear it would have gone 
«• out."—* In this manner he ran on almoft a quar- 
* ter of an hour, before he would fufFer me to fpeak. 

'At 
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* At laft, looking ftedfaftly in his face, I afkcd him 

* if I oiuft conclude that he was in earneft. — " In 
** earneft," fays he, repeating my words, ** do yoa 
•* then take my charaAer for a jeft I" — * Lookee, fir, 

* faid I, very gravely, I think we know'one another 
« very well, and I have no reafon to fufpedl you 

* ihould impute it to fear, when I tell you, I was fo 

* far from intending to affront you, that I meant you 

* one of the higheft compliments. Tendernefs for 

* women is fo far from leffening, that it proves a 

* true manly character. The manly Brutus (hewed 

* the utmoft tendernefs td his Porcia; and the great 

* King of Sweden, the braveft, and even fierceft of 

* men, (hut himfelf up three whole days in the midft 

* of a campaign, and would fee no company on the 

* death of a favourite fifter. At thefe words, I faw 

* his features foften ; and he cried out, *• d— n me, 
** I admire the King of Sweden of all the men in tho 
** world; and he isarafcal that is afhamed of doing 
*' any thing which the King of Sweden did. — And 
" yet if any King of Swet^en in France was to teil 
** me that his filler had more merit than mine; by 

** G d I'd knock his brains about hisenrs. Poor 

** little Betfey! iheis the honetteft, worthieft girl that 
** ever was born. Heaven be praifed, (he is recover- 
** ed; for, if 1 had loft her, L never (hould have en- 
*« joyed another happy moment." — * In this manner 

* he ran on fome time, till the tears began t ) o\^r- 

* flow— which, when he perceived, he Stopped; per- 

* haps he was unable to goon; for he feemed almoft. 

* choakedi — after a (hort filence, however, having 

* wiped his eyes with his handkerchief, h^fvtched a~ 

* deep figb, and cried, ** 1 am a(hamed you (hould 
•« fee this, Mr. Booth; but d — n n[>e, nature will 
♦* get the better of dignity." — • I now comforted hinn 

* with the example of Xerxes, as I had before done 

* with that of the Kinij of Sweden; and foon a(ter- 

* we fat down to breakfnft together with much cor- 
« dial friendfliip: fori afl'ure you, with all his od- 

* dity, there is not a better natured man in the world ■ 

* than the major. 
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«* Good naturcd, indeed!** cries Mifs Matthews, 
with great rcorn. — *< A fool I how can you mention 
*< fuch a fellow with commedation ?" 

Booth fpoke as much as he could in defence of his 
friend ; indeed he had reprefented him in as favour- 
able a light as poiTible, and had particularly left oat 
thofe hard words, with which, as he hath obferved 
a little before, the major interlarded his difcoorfCtf 
Booth then proceeded as in the next chapter. 

CHAP. IX. 
Containing *very extraordinary matters, 

« YiTISSBath,* continued Booth, *nowreco7er- 

* J.VJL cd fo faft, that fhe was abroad as foon as my 

* wife. Our little party quarree began to grow a- 

* greeable again ; and we mixed with the company 

* of the place more than we had done before. Monf. 

* Bagillard now again renewed his intimacy ; for the 
' countefs his miilrefs was gone to Paris. At which 

< my wife at firft fhowed no difTatisfadiion ; and I 

* imagined that as fhe had a friend and companion ' 
^ of her own fex (for Mifs Bath and fhe had con- 

* traded thehighefl fondnefs for each other) that fhe 

* would the lefs mifs my company. However, I was 
' difappointed in this expectation ; for fhe foon be- 

* gan to exprefs her former uneafinefs, and her im« 
' patience for the arrival of Captain James, that we 

* might entirely quit Montpelier. 

' I could not avoid conceiving fome little difplea- 

* fure at this humour of my wife, which I was forced 
' to think a little unreafonable.'—<< A little, do yon 
•* call it," fays Mifs Matthews, ** Good Heavens! 
" what a hufband are yout" — * How little worthy,* 
anfwered he, < as you will fay hereafter, of fuch a 

* wife as my Amelia. One day as we were fitting 

* together, I heard a violent fcream, upon which 

* my wife flarting up, cried out, *• Sure that's Mifs 
♦* Bath's voice," — * and immediately ran towards the 

* chamber whence it proceeded. I followed her; 

< and when we arrived, we there beheld th« moft 

• fhock- 
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* fhocking fight imaginable ; Mifs Bath lying dead 

* on the floor, and the major all bloody kneeling by 

* her, and roaring out for affiftance. Amelia, though 

* ihe was herfelf in liitle better condition than her 

* friend, ran haftily to her, bared her neck, and at- 

* tempted to loofen her Hays, ^hile I ran up and 

* down, fcarce knowing what I did, calling for wa- 

* ttr and cordials, and difpatching feveral fervants 

* one after another for dodtors and furgeons. 

• Water, cordials, and all neceflfary implements 

* being brought, Mifs Bath was, at length, recover- 

* ed, and placed in her chair, when the major feated 

* himfeh by her. And now the young lady being 
« reftoied to life, the major, who, till then, had en- 

* gaged as little of his own, as of any other perfon's 

* attention, became the objedl of all our confidera- 

* tions, efpecialFy his poor filler's, who had no fooncr 

* recovered fuflicient ilrengtb, than (lie began to la- 

* ment her brother, crying out, that he was killed; 

* and bitter'y bewailing her fate, in having revived 

* from her fwoon to behold fo dreadful a ipedtacle, 

* While Amelia applied herfelf to footh the agonies 

* of her friend, I began to enquire into the condition 

* of the major. In which I was affifted by a fergecn, 

* who now arrived. The major declared with great 

■ chearfulnefs, that he did not apprehend hiu wound 

* to be in the leaft dangerous, and therefore begged 

* his filler to be comforted, faying, he was convinced 

* the furgeon would foon give her the fame afliirance; 
' but that good man was not fo liberal of aiTurances 
' as the major had expected ; for as foon as he had 

* probed the wound, he afforded no more than hopes, 

* declaring that it was a very ugly wound 5. but auid- 

■ ed, by way of confolation, that he had cured many 

* much worfe. 

* When the major was dreft, his fifter feemed to 

* pofiefs his whole thoughts, and all his cace was to 

* relieve her grief. He folemnly protefled, that it 

* was no more than a flefh wound, and not very deep, 

* nor could, as he apprehended, be in the lead dan* 
' gerous ; and as for the cold expreffions of the fur- 
' geon, he very well accounted for them from a mo. 



134 AMELIA. Book III. 

tivc too obvious to be mentioned. From thefc dc* 
clarations of her brother, and the interpcfition of 
her friends ; and above all, I believe, from that vail 
vent which fhe had given to her fright, Mifs Bath 
feemed a little pacified ; Amelia therefore at lad 
prevailed ; and as terror abated, curiofity became- 
the fuperior paflion. I therefore now began to en- 
quire what had occafioned that accident, whence 
all the uproar arofe. 

* The major took me by the hand, and looking^ 
very kindly at me,* faid, '* My dear Mr. Booth, 
I muft begin by afking your pardon ; for I have 
done you an injury, for which nothing but the 
height of friendfhip in me can be an excufe ; and 
therefore nothing but the height of friendihip in 
you can forgive." * This preamble, madam, you 
will eafily believe, greatly alarmed ail the compa- 
ny, but efpecially me. — I anfwered, dear major, I 
forgive you, let it be what it will; but what is it 
poffible you can have done to injure m^ ?* ** That," 
replied he, " which I am convinced a man of your 
honour and dignity of nature, by G muft con- 
clude to be one of the higheft injuries. I have 
taken out of your own hands the doing yourfelf 
judice. I am afraid I have killed the man who 
hath injured your honour. I mean that villain, Ba- 
gillard — but I cannot proceed; for you, madam,"" 
faid he to my wife,' «* are concerned ; and I know 
what is due to the dignity of your fex." — ' Ame- 
lia, I obferved, turned pale at thcfe words, but 
eagerly begged him to proceed.' — ** Nay madam," 
anfwered he,' <* if I am commanded by a lady, it 
is a part of my dignity to obey." * He then pro- 
ceeded to tell us, that Bagillard had rallied him 
upon a fuppofition that he was purfuing my wife,, 
with a view of gallantry ; telling him that he could 
never fucceed ; giving hints that if it had been 
poflible, he fhould have fucceeded himfelf ; and 
ending with calling my poor Amelia an accom- 
plifhed prude; upon which the major gave Bagil- 
lard a box on the ear, and both immediately drew 
thch fwords* 

* The 
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* The major had fcarcc ended his fpeech, when a 

* fervant came into the room, an.d told me there was 

* a friar belovv who defired to fpeak with me in great 

* haile. I fhook the major by the hand, and told 
' him I not onty forgave him^ but was extremely 

* obliged to his triciidfhip ; and then going to the 

* friar, I found that he was Bagillard s confeflbr, 

* from whom became tome, with an earnell defire 

* of feting me, that he might a(k my pardon, and re- 

* ceive my forgiven^fs before he died, for the injury 

* he had intended mc. My wife at firil oppofed my 

* going, from fome fudden fears on my account; but 

* when (he was convinced they were groundlefs, ihe 

* confented. 

* I found Bagillard in his bed ; for the major's 

* fword had palled up to the very hilt through his 

* body. After having very earneilly afltcd my par- 

* don, he made me many compliments on the pof- 

* ftffion cf a woman, who joined to the moft exqui- 

* fite beauty, was miflrefs of the moll impregnalle 

* virtue; as a proof of which, he acknowledged the 

* vehemence as well as ill fuccefs of his attempts ; 

* and to make Amelia's virtue appear the brighter, 

* his vanity was fo predominant, he could not for- 

* bear running over the names of feveral women of 

* fafhion who had yielded to his paffion, which, he 

* faid, had never raged fo violently for any other as for 

* my poor Amelia ; and t4iat this violence, which he 

* had found wholly unconquerable, he hoped would 

* procure his pardon at my hands. It is unnecelTary 
' to mention what I faid on the occafion. I alTured 

* b m of my entire forgivenefs ; and fo we parted, 

* To fuy the truth, I afterwards thought myfcit alinoft 

* obliged to him for a meeting with Amelia, the moil 

* luxuriously delicate that can be imagineJ. 

* I now ran to my wife, whom I embraced with 
< raptures of love and tendernefs. When the firft 

* torrent of thefe was a little abated, *• Confefs to 
** me, my dear," * laid fhe,* ** could yourgoodnefs ^ 
•* prevent you from thinking me a little unreafon- 
** able in expreffing fo much uneafincfsat the lofs of 
** your company, while I ought to have rejoiced Itv 
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•• the thoughts of your being fo well entertained? 
** I know you muil; and then confider what I muft 
** have felt, while I knew I was daily leffcning my- 
** felf in your edeem, and forced into a, condu^, 
** which I was ienfible mull appear to yoo, who was 
** ignorant of my motive, to be mean, vulgar, and 
** felfiih. And yet what other courfe had I to take, 
** with a man whom no denial, no f^orn could abaih ? 
** —But if this was a cruel taflc, how much more 
** wretched ilill was the conilraint I was obliged to 
■* wear in his prefence before you, to fhew outward 
** civility to the man whom my foul deteded, for 
** fear of any fatal confcquence from your fufpicion ; 
** and this too, while I was afraid he would conflrue 
•* it to be an encouragement. — Do you not pity youj 
•* poor Amelia when you refled on her fituaiion r"— 

* Pity !* cried I, my love, is piiy an adequate expref- 

* fion for efteemi for adoration ? — But how, my love, 

* could he carry this on fo fecretly — by letters?' •* O 
«' no, he ofFered me many ; but I never would receive 
«* but one, and that I returned him. Good G— - 
** I would not have fuch a letter in my poffefljon for 
«* the univerfe; I thought my eyes contaminated 
«« with reading it,*'—* O brave,' cried Mifs Mat- 
thews: * Heroic, I prated. 

* Had J a wilh that did not bear 

* The ftamp and image of my dear, 

* I'd pierce my heart through every vein, 
' And die to let it out again.' 

* And can you really,' cried he, * laugh at fo mack 
« tendernefs r — " I laugh at tendernefs ! O Mr. 
*« Booth," anfwered (he, '* Thou knoweft but little 
«' of Califta."— * I thought formerly,' cried he, * I 
' knew a great deal, and thought you, of all women 

* in the world, to have the greateft'— '« Of all: 
•* women!— Take care, Mr. Booth," faid (he.— 
«* By Heaven, if you thought fo, you thought truly 
« — But what is the objedt of my tendernefs, fuch an 
•« objcftas"— * Well, madam,' fays he, « I hope 

* you will find one.'—** I thank you for that hope, 
** however," fays Ihe, ** cold as it is; but pray go 
*' on with your ilory ;" which command he imme* 

diately obeyed. 
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CHAP. X. 

Containing a letter of a fvery curious kind. 

' ^ I ^HE major's wound,' continued Booth, was 

* A really as flight as he believed it; fo that in a 

* very few days he was perfedtly well ; nor was Bagil- 

* lard, though run through the body, long apprehend- 

* ed to be in any danger of his life. The major then 

* took me afide, and wilhing me heartily joy of Bagil- 

* lard's recovery, told mt I (hould now, by the gift 

* (as it were) of Heaven, have an opportunity of doing 

* myfelf juflice. I anfwered, I could not think of any 

* fuch thing : for that when I imagined he was on his 

* death- bed, I had heartily and fincerely forgiven 

* him.' — «* Y^ry right," replied the major, «* and 
** confident with your honour, when he was on his 
•« death- bed 5 but that forgivenefs was only conditio- 
«* nal, and h revoked by his recovery.** • 1 told him 

* I could not poffibly revoke it ; for that my anger 

* was really gone.'—" What hath anger," — cried he, 
•' to do with the matter? the dignity of my nature 
** hath been always my reafon for drawing my fword; 
<< and when that is concerned, I can as readily fight 
*« with the man I love, as with the man I hate."—* I 

* will not tire you with the repetition of the whole ar* 
' gument, in which the major did not prevail ; and I 

• < really believe I funk a liitle in his efleem upon that 

* account, tfll Captnin James, who arrived foon after, 
« again perfedlJy re-inflated me in his favour. 

< When the captain was come, there remained no 

* caufe of our longer flay at Montpelier; for as to my 
' wife, fhe was in a better ftate of health than I had 
' ever known her, and Mifs Bath had not only reco- 

* vered her health, but her bloom ; and from a pale 
' fkeleion, was become a plump, handfome, young 

* woman. James was again my cafhier; for far from 

* receiving any remittance, it was now a long time 

* fince 1 had received any letter from England, though 
' both myfelf and my dear Amelia had written feveral, 
« both to my mother and fifler ; and naw at our de- 
« parture from Montpelier, I bethought myfelf of 
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* writing to my good friend the dodor, acquainting 

* him with our journey to Paris, whither I dcfired he 

* would direft his anfwcr. 

* At Paris we all arrived, without encountring any 

* adventure on the road worth relating ; nor did any 

* thing of confequence happen here during the fir ft 

* fortnight: for as you kiiow neither Captain James 

* nor Mifs Bath, it is fcarce worth telling you, that 

* an affediion, which afterwards ended in a marriage, 

* began now to appear between them, in which it may 

* appear odd to you that I made the firft difcovery 

* of the lady's flame, and my u ife of the captain's. 

* The feventeenth day after our arrival at Paris, I 

* received a letter from the dodlor, which I have in 

* my pocket-book ; and, if you pleafe, I will read it 

* you : for I would not willingly do any injury to his 

* words.' 

The Jady, you may eafily believe, defired to hear 
the letter, and Booth read it as follows : 

** My dear children, 
" T7OR I will now call you fo, as you have nei- 
** P ther of you now any other parent in thit 
" world. Of this melancholy news I fhould have 
•* fent you earlier notice, if I had thought you ig- 
** norant of it, or indeed if I had known whither to 
** have written. If your fiflcr hath received any let- 
** ters from you, fhe hath kept them a ffcret, and* 
** perhaps out of afFedion to you hath repofi ted them 
** in the fame place where (lie kcvps her goodnefs, 
** and, what I am afraid is much dearer to her, her 
** money. The reports conceriiing you have been 
•* various; fo is always the cait- in matters where mca 
f* are ignorant : for when no man knows what the 
** truth is, every man thinks himfelf at liberty to re- 
•* port what he pleafes. Tliofe who vvilh you welJ^ 
•* fon Booth, fay limply that you are dead ; others^ 
*« that you ran away f rv>m the fiege, and was cafhier- 
** cd. As fc^r my daughter, a'.l agree that fhe is a 
** fair.t above ; and there are not wanting thofe who 
** hii.tthpt her hufband fent her thither. From thi» 
** begiuiiing you will exped, I fuppofe, better news 

** xhaa 
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** than I am going to tell you ; but pray, my dear 
** children, why may not I, who have always laughed 
** at my own afflidions, laugh at yours, without the 
** ccnfure of much malevolence? I wi(h you could 
** Jcarn this temper from me ; for, take my word for 
** it, nothing truer ever came from the mouth of a 
** heathen than that fentence, 

** — Li've Jit quod benefertur onus *, 

•* And though \ muft confefs, 1 never thought Ari- 
** llotle (whom 1 do not take for fo great a blockhead 
•* as fome who have never read him) doih not very 
•* well refolve the doubt which he hath raifcd in his 
*' Ethics, viz. How a man, in the midft of King 
** Priam's misfortunes, can be called happy ? Yet J 
** have long^bought that there is no calamity fo great 
*' that a chriftian philofopher may not reafonably 
•' laugh at it. If the heathen Cicero, doubting of 
*' immortality (for fo wife a man muft have doubted 
<« of that which had fuch flender arguments to fup- 
** port it) could affert it as the office of wifdom, Hu^ 
** manai res de/picere at que infra Je pofit as athitrari^. 

** Which paflage, with much more to the fame pur- 
«* pofe, you will find in the third book of his Tufca- 
** Ian Queftions. 

** With how much greater confidence may a good 
** chriftian defpife, and even deride all temporary 
V and (hort tranfitory evils ! If the poor wretch, who 
•* is trudging on to his miferable cottage, can laugh 
** at the ftorms, and ternpefts, the rain and whrlwinds 
** which furround him, while his richefthopeis only 
** that of reft, how much more chearfully muft a maa 
*< pafs through fuch tranfient evils whofe ipirits are 
•* buoyed up with the ccriain expedlation of finding a 
*' roblo palace, and the moft lumptuous entertam- 
*' mcnt ready to reci-ive hirr. ? i uo i:ot iri.ch like 
'* the finile ; but I cannot think ni a beet. r. And 
** yet, inadcqup.te as the fimile is, wc may, I ihink, 
'* irom the adions of mankind, conclude ti.at they 

** will 
• The burden becomes light by being well borne. 

•f- To look down on ail human affairs as taaU«^ Vi^\sy« Va-^ 
confideration. 
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will confider it as much tooflrong ; for in the cafe 
I have put of the entertainment, is there any maa 
fo tender or poor-fpirited as not to defpife and often 
to deride the fiercefl of chofe inclemencies which I 
have mentioned , but in our journey to the glorious 
manfions of everlafting blifs, how (cverely is every 
little rub, every triBing accident lamented; and if 
fortune fhowers down any of her heavier ftorms 
upon us, how wretched do we prefently appear to 
ourfelves t\nd to others ! The reafon of this can be 
no other than that we are not in earned in our faith; 
at the beft we think, with too little attention, on 
this our great concern. While the moft paultry 
matters of this world, even thofe pitiful trifles, 
thofe childi(h gewgaws, riches and honours, are 
tranfa£ted with the utmoft earneftnefs, and moft fe- 
rious application, the grand and weighty affair of 
immortality is poftponed and disregarded, nor ever 
brought into the leaft competition with our affairs 
here. If one of my cloth (houlJ begin a difcourfe 
of Heaven in the fcenes of bufinefs orpleafure; in 
the Court of Requefts, at Caraway's or at White's, 
would he gain a hearing, unlefs, perhaps, of fome 
forryjefter who would deiire to ridicule him? would 
he not prefently acquire the name o£ the mad par- 
fon, and be thought by all men worthy of Bedlam? 
or would he not be treated as the Romans treated 
their Aretalogi •, and confidered in the light of a 
buffoon. But why (hould I mention thofe places 
of hurry and worldly purfuit ? — What attention do 
we engage even in the pulpit ? here, if a fermon 
be prolonged a little beyond the ufual hour, doth it 
not fet half the audience aflecp ? as 1 quellion not 
I have by this time both my children.-— Well then, 
like a good-natured furgeon, who prepares his pa- 
tient for a painful operation, by endeavouring as 
much as he can to deaden his fenfation, I will now 
communicate to you, in your (lumbering condition, 
the news with which I threatened you. Your good 
mother, you are to know, is dead at laft, and hath- 

«• left 

* A fet of beggarly phUofophcta, who d'wwted gjreat men at their 
tibJe with burlefque dlfcourfes oa viitue. 
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•• left her whole fortune to h^r elder daughter.— This 
•* is all the ill news I have to tell you- Confefs now» if 
** you are awake, did you not expedl it was much 
*' worfe? did not you apprehend thii your charming 
*' child was dead? far from it, he is in perfed health, 
'* and the admiration of ev ry body; what is more, 
** he will be taken care of, with the tendemefs of a 
«* parent, till your return. What pleafure muft this 
*« give you ! if indeed any thing can add to the hap- 
•* pinefs of a married couple, who are extremely and 
** dcfervedly fond of each other, and, as you write 
*' me, in perfect health. A fuperftitious heathen 
** would have dreaded the malice of Nemefis in your 
** fituation ; but aslam achrilHan, I (hall venture to 
•' add another circumftance to your felicity, byaffur- 
** ing you that you have, befides your wife, a faithful 
** and zealoub friend.- Do not therefore, my dear 
** children, fall into that fault which the excellent 
** Thucydides obferves, is too common in human na- 
** ture, to bear heavily the being deprived of the 
** fmaller good, without conceiving, at the fame 
«* time, any gratitude for the much greater bleilings 
•* which we are fufFered to enjoy. 1 have only far- 
** ther to tell you, my fon, that when you call at Mr. 
** Morand's, Rue Dauphine, you will find yourfelf 
•* worth a hundred pounds. Good Heaven! how 
'^ much richer are you than millions of people who 
" are in want of nothing ! Farcwel, and know me 
«• for 

" Your fincere and afiedionate friend.'* 

• There, madam,* cries Booth, * how do you like 
« the letter ?' 

«« < ;h ! extremely,* anfwered (he, " the dodor is a 
•* charming m.n ; I always loved dearly to hear him 
'• preach. I remember to have heard of Mrs. Harris's 
•* death above a year before I left the country; but 
** never knew the particularsof her will before. lam 
<« extremely forry for it, upon my honour.** 

* Oh fy ! madam,' cries Booth, * have you fo fooH 
• forgot the chief purport of the doftor's letter?' 

«* Ay, ay," cried (he, ** thcfe are very pretty thin^^ 
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** to read, I acknowledge ; but the lofs of fortune is 
** SL ferious matter ; and 1 am fare a man of Mr. 
** Booth's underflanding mull think fo." ' Oneconfi- 

* deration, I mull own, madam,' anfwered he, * a good 

* deal baffled all the dodlor's arguments. This was 

* the concern for my little growing family, who muft 

* one day feel the lofs ; nor was 1 fo eafy upon Ame- 

* lia's account as upon my own, though flie hcrfelf 
« put on the utmofl chcarfulncfs, and flretched her in- 
« vention to the utmoil to comfort me. — But fare, 

* madam, there is fomeihing in the dodlor*s letter to 

* admire beyond the philolbphy of it; what think 

* you of that eafy, generous, friendly manner, in 

* which he fent mc the hundred pounds ?* 

•' Very noble and great indeed,'* replied fhc; *• but 
<« pray go on with yourilory ; for 1 long to hear the 
•* whole." 

CHAP. XL 

In luhich Mr, Booth relates his return to England. 

NOTHING lemarkable, as I remember, hap- 
pencd during our flay at Paris, which we left 
foon after, and came to London. Here we reilcd 
only two days, and then, taking leave of our fel- 
low travellers, wefetout for Wiltlhire, my wife be- 
ing fo impatient to fee the child, which fhe had left 
behind her, that the child fke carried with her was 
alnioH killed with the fatigue of the journey. 
* We arrived at our inn late in the evening. Amelia, 
though fhe had no great rcafon to be pleafed with 
any part of her filler's behaviour, refolved to behave 
to her, as if nothing wrong had ever happened. 
She therefore fent a kind note to her the moment of 
our arrival, giving her her option whether fhe would 
come to us at the jnn, or whether we fhould that 
evening wait on her. The fervant, after waiting an 
hour, brought us an anfwer, cxcufing her from 
coming to us fo late, as fhe was difordercd with a 
cold, and defiring my wife by no means to think of 
venturing out after the fatigue of her journey, fay- 
ing, fhe would, on that account, defer the great 
^ * ^lea- 
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* pleafure of feeing her tilt the morning, without tak- 

* ing any more notice of yourhumT)Ie fervant, than 

* if no fuch perfon had been in the world, though I 

* had very civilly fent my compliments to her. I 

* fhould not mention this trifle, if it was not to (how 

* you the nature of the woman, and that it will be a 

* kind of key to her future conduft. 

« When the fervant returned, the good do6lor, 
« who had been with us almbft all the time of his ab- 

* fence, hurried us away to his houfe, where we pre- 

* fently found a fupper and a bed prepared for us. My 

* wife was eagerly defirous to fee her child that night j 

* but the doctor would notfufFer it : and as he was at 

* nurfc at a diftant part of the town, and the dodtor 

* afl*ured her he had feen him in perfeft health that 

* evening, ihe fuffercd herfelf at lait to be diffuaded, 

* We Ipent that evening in the mofl agreeable man- 

* ner: for thedoftor's witand humour, joined to the 

* highefl chearfulnt'fs and good-nature, made him the 

* moft agreeable Cv^mpanion in the world ; and he 

* was now in the highefl fpirits, which he waspleafed 
« to place to our account. We fat together to a very 

* late hour: for fo excellent is my wife's conftitution, 

* that (he declared (he was fcarce fenfible of any fa- 

* tigue from her late joumies. 

* Amelia flept not a wink all night, and in the 

* morning early the doftor accompanied us to the little 

* infant. The tranfports we felt on this occafion 

* were really enchanting, nor can any but a fond pa- 

* rent conceive, I am certain, the leafl idea of them. 

* Our imaginations fuggefted a hundred agreeable 

* circumftances, none of which had, perhaps, any 

* foundation. We made words and meaning out of 

* every found, and in every feature I found out fome 

* refemblance to my Amelia, as (he did to me. 

* But I a(k your pardon for dwelling on fuch inci- 
« dents; and will proceed to fcenes which, to moft 

* perfons, will be more entertaining. 

« We went hence to pay a vifit to Mifs Harris, 

* whc/ii receprion of us was, I think, truly ridiculous ; 

* an J as you know the lady, I will endeavour to de- 

* fciibe it particularly. At our firftariW^A ^^^v^ 
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' afhered intoaparloury where wc were faffered to 

* waitalmoil an hour. At length the lady of the 

* houfe appeared in deep mourning, with a face, if 

* polfible, mere difmal than her drefs, in which* 

* however, there was every appearance of art. Her 
' features were indeed fkrewed up to the very heighch 

* of grief. With this face, and in ihe moft folema 

* gait, (he approached Amelia, and coldly faluted her. 

* After which, ihe made me a very diftant formal 
' courtel'y, and we all fat down. A (hort filence now 

* enfued, which Mifs Harris at length broke, with a 

* deep figh, and faid, •• Sifter, here is a great altera- 
** tion in this place fi nee youfaw it Lift ; Heaven hath 
** been pleafed to take my poor mother to itfelf." — 
(Herefhe wiped her eyes, and then concinued) " I 
" hope I know my duty, and have learned a proper 
** resignation to the divine will ; but fomething is to 
** be allowed to grief for the befl of mothers ; for fo 
** ihe was to us both : and if at laft ihe made any 
** dilHn6tion, ihe mud have had her reafon for fo 
** doing. I am fore I can truely fay I never wiihed, 
*' muchlefs defiredit.'* — *The tears nowHuod in poor • 

* Amelia's eyes ; indeed (he had paid too many already 

* for the memory of fo unnatural a parent. She an- 

* fwered with the fweetnefs of an angel, that (he was 

* far from blaming her fifter's emotions on fo tender 

* an occaiion ; that ihe heartily joined with her in her 

* grief: for that nothing which her mother had done 

* in the latter part of her life, could eiFace the rc- 

* membrance of that tendernefs which (he had for- 
' merly (hewn her. Her fifter caught hold of the word 
' efface, and rung the changes upon it.— •• Efface !'* 

* cried ihe, ** O Mifs Emely (for you muft not expeft 
•* me to repeat names that will be for ever odious) Iwiih 
** indeed every thing cOuid be effaced. — Effaced ! O 
•* that that was poifjble ; we might then have ftill en- 
*« joyed my poor mother : for 1 am convinced (hene- 
** ver recovered her grief on a certain occafion." ■ 

* Thus ihe ran on, andaftermany bitter ftrokes upon 

* her fiiler, at laft diredtly charged her mother's death 

* on my marriage with Amelia. I could be (Hent 

* then no longer. I reminded her of the perfed re- 

* cou- 
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' conciliation between us before mj departure, and 

* the great fondnefs which (he expreiTed for me ; nor 

* could I help faying in very plain terms, that if (he 

* had ever changed her opinion of me, as I was not 

* confcious of having deferved fuch a change by my^ 

* own behaviour, I was well convinced to whofegood 
' offices I owed it. Guilt hath very quick ears to aa 

* accufation. Mifs Harris immediately anfwered to 

* the charge. She faid fuch fafpicions were no more 

* than (heexpedted; that they were of a piece with 

* every other part of my condu6l, and gave her one 

* confolation, that they fcrved to account for her 

* fifter Emily's unktndnefs, as well to herfelf as to her 

* poor deceafed mother, and in fome meafure leflcned 
' the guilt of it with regard to her, (ince it was not 
' eafy to know how far a woman is in the power of 

* her hu(band. My dear Amelia reddened at this re- 

* flexion on me; and begged her (iftcr to name any 

* (tngle inftanccof unkindncfsor difrefpedt, in which 

* (he had ever offended. To this the other anfwered, 

* (I am furc I repeat her words, though I cannot 
/ mimic either the voice or air with which they were 

* fpoken)— •* Pray, Mifs Emilyj which is to be the 
** judge? yourfelf or that gentleman? I remember the 
<< time when I could have trufted to your judgment in 
** any affair; but you are now no longer miftrefs of 
•* yourfelf, and arc not anfwerable for your adtions, 
*» Indeedit u my conftant prayer that your adlions may 
<* not be imputed to you. — It was the conftant prayer 
^* of that bleffed woman, my dear mother, who is now 
** a faint above; a faint whofe name I can never men- 
** tion without a tear, though I find you can hear it 
<* without one.-— I cannot hel p obfervingfome concern 
^ on fo melancholy an occa(ion ; it feems due to de- 
" ccncy; but perhaps (for I always wifh to excufe 
«< you) you are forbid to cry.'.* The idea of being 

* bid or forbid to cry, ftruck fo ftrongly on my fancy, 

* that indignation only could have prevented me from 

* laughing. But my narrative, I am afraid, begins 

* to grow tedious. — In ihort, after hearing, for near 

* an nour every malicious infinuation, which a fertile 
« genius could invent, we took our IcaiYe aivdC't^'a.- 

Vol.. X. H ^ x7k\R^% 
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* rated as perfons who would never willingly meet 
' again. 

' 'J he next morning after this interview, Amelia 

* received a long letttr from Mifs Harris ; in which, 

* after many bitter inve^livesagainft me, fhe excufed 

* her mother, alledging that Ihe had been driven todo 

* as fhe did, in order to prevent Amelia's ruin, if 

* her fortune had fallen into my hands. She likewife 

* very remotely hinted that Ihe would be only a truflee 

* for her fitter's children, and told her, that on one 

* condition only, fhe would confent to live with her 

* as a filler. This was, if .fhe could by any means 
' be feparated from that man, as fhe was pleafed to 
' call me, who had caufed fo much mifchicf in the 

* family. 

' I was fo enraged at this ufage, that, had not 

* Amelia intervened, I believe I fhould have applied 

* to a magiflrate for a fearch warrant for that pi&ure, 
' which there was fo much rcafon to fufpedt fhe had 

* flolen ; and which I am convinced upon a featchy 

* we fhould have found in her pofTeffion.' 

" Nay, itispofTible enough/* cries Mifs Matthews; 
** for I believe there is no wickednefs of which the 
** lady is not capable.'* 

* This agreeable letter was fucceeded by another 

* of the like comfortable kind, which informed me 

* that the company in which I was, being an addi- 

* tional one raifed in the beginning of the war, wai 

* reduced; fo that I was now a lieutenant on half- 
« pay. 

* Whilft we were meditating on oar prefentfitua- 
« ticn, the good dodtor came to us. When we relat* 

* ed to nim the manner in which my filler had treated 

* us, he cried out, *' Poor foul! I pity her heartily;" 

* for this is the feverefl refcntment heever exprefies; 
« indeed 1 have often heaid him fay, that a wicked 
« foul is the greateft objeft of compaflion in the world,' 
— A fentiment which we fhall leave the reader a little 
time to digeft. 
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CHAP. XIL 

In nvhich Mr. Booth concludes his ftory. 

* A-T^HE next day the dodlor fet out for his par- 

* JL fonag^, which was about thirty miles diftant, 

* whither Amelia and myfelf accompanied him, and 

* where we ftayed with him all the time of his refidence 

* there, being almoft three months. 

* The fituationof thepaiifh under my good friend's 

* care is very pleafant. It is placed among meadows, 

* waihed by a clear trout (Iream, and flanked on both 

* fides with downs. His h^ufe indeed would not 
« much attradt the admiration of thevirtuofo. He 

* boilt it himfeif, and it is remarkable only for its 

* plainncfs; with which the furniture fo well agrees, 

* that there is no one thing in it that may not be 

* abfolutely neceffary, except books, and the prints 

* of Mr. Hogarth, whom he calls amoral iatirift. 

* Nothing, however, can be imagined more agree- 

* able than the life that the doctor leads in this 
« homely houfe, which he calls his earthly paradife, 

* All his parifhioners, whom he treats as his children, 

* regard him as their common father. Once in 

* a week he conftantly vifits every houfe in the parifh, ^ 
« examines, commends, and rebukes as he finds oc- 

« caiion. This is pradtifed like wife by his curate in 

* his abfence; and fo good an effedl is produced by 

* this their care, that no quarrels ever prpceed either 

* to blows or law fuits; no beggar is to be found in 

* the whole parifh ; nor did I ever hear a very profane 

* oath all the time I lived in it. 

* But to return, from fo agreeable a digrelTion, to 

* my own afl^airs, that are much lefs worth youratten- 

* tion. In themidflof all the pleafures I tafled in 
« this fweet place, and in the moft delightful com-^ 
« pany, the woman and man whom I loved above all 

* things, melancholy reflexions concerning my un- 

* happy circumilances would often Heal into my 

* thoughts. My fortune was now reduced to lefs 

* than forty pounds a year; I had already two cVi\V- 
« drctfii and my dear Amelia was again m^^vOEc^^^ 

H 2 * O^'^ 



I4t AM E L I A. Book n^ 

* Oae dtLj the do£lor found me fitting by mjtdt, 

* and employed in melancholy contemplatioof on thii 

* fabjed. He told me he had obferved me growing 

* of late very ferious ; that he knew the occafion, ana 
' neither wondered at, nor blamed me. HethenaikMl 

* me if I had any profpeft of going again into the 
' army ; if not, what fcheme of life 1 prqpofed to 

* myfelf.* 

' I told him, that as I had no powerful friendly 
' I could havebatlittleexpedlationsin a military way; 

* that i was as incapable of thinking of any other 

< fcheme, as all bufmefs required fomelcnowledgeor 

< experience, and likewife money to fet up with ; of 

* ail which I was deftitute. 

** You muil know then," child, faid the dodori 
'' that I have been thinking on this fabjedl as well as 
-*< you: for I can think, I promife you, with a plea- 
*' fant countenance." Thefe were his words. " As to 
•* the army, perhaps, means might be found of getting 
** you another commiffion ; but my daughter fcems 
** to have a violent objedtion to it; and to be plain, 
*< I fancy you yourfelf will find no glory make yea 
** amends for your abfence from her. And for mj 
«* part,'* faid he, ** I never think thofe men wile 
** who for any worldly intereft forego the greateft 
** happinefs of their lives. If I millake not,'* »yshe» 
<' a country life, where you could be always togetheri 
« would make you both much happier people. 

* I anfwered, that of all things 1 preferred it 

* mod i and 1 believed Amelia was of the fiune 
« opinon. 

« The do£lor, after a little hefitation, propofed to 

* me to turn farmer, and offered to let me his parfon- 

< age, which was then become vacant. He laid, it 
t was a farm which required but little dock, and that 

< little ftiould not be wanting. 

* I embraced this offer very eagerly, and with 
« great thankfulneis, and immediately repaired to 

< Amelia to communicate it to her, and lo know her 
« Sentiments. 

« Amelia received the news with the higheft tran- 
€ /ports of joy ; Ihe (avd xKiit her greateft fear had al- 
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ways been of my entering again into the army. She 

* was Co kind as to fiy, that all ftations of life were 
' equal to her, unlefs as one afforded her more of my 
' com pany than another.*— •• And as to oar children.*' 
faid (he, *< let us beed thefn up to an hamble for* 
** tune; andihey will be contented with it : for none/* 
' addtd my angel,' ** deftrves happinefs, or indeed^ 
** are capable of it, who make any particular ilatioa 
«• a neceflary ingredient." 

' Thus, madam, you fee me degraded from my 

* fo«-mer rank in life; no longer Captain Bootb^ but 

* Farmer Booth at your fervice. 

' During my firll year's continuance in this new 

* fcene of life, nothing, I think\ remarkable hap* 
« pened ; the hiftoryo? one day would, indeed, be 

* the hiftory of the whole year.* 

** Well, pray then," faid Mifs Matthews, do let 
*• us hear the hiftory of that Day ; 1 have a drange 
*• curiofity to know how you could kill your time; 
'* and do, if poflible, find out the very bed day you 
♦* can." 

* If you command me, madam,' anfwered Booth 
^ you muft yourlelf be accountable for the dulnefs of 
' the narrative. Nay, I believe, you have impofed 
•* a very difficult taflc on me; for the greateft happi- 

* nefs is incapable of defcription.* 

• 1 rofc then, madam.* 

•* O the moment you waked, undoubtedly," faid 
Mifs Matthews 

* Ufually,* faid he, * between five and fix.* 

** I will have no ufualiy," cried Mifs Matthews, 
<< you are confined to a day, and it is to be the beft 
•* and happiell in the year ** 

• Nay, madam,* cries Booth, * then I muft tell you 
^ the day in which Amelia was brought to bed, after^ 
< a painful and dangerous labour; for that I think 

* was the happieft day of my life.' 

«* I proteft," faid fhe, *• you are become farmer 

*« Booth, indeed. What a happinefs have you paint* 

•« ed to my imagination 1 you put me in mind of a 

*• news-paper, where my lady fuch-a-oneis delivered 

H 3 ^^ ^ 
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•• of afon, to the great joy of ftsme illuftrious fi- 
" mily." 

' Why then, I do affiirc you, Mifs Matthews/ 
cries Booth, ' I fcarce know a circumftance that 
' didinguifhed one day from another. The whole 

* was one continued feries of love, health, and tran- 

* quiliity. Our lives refembled ncalm fea.* 

" The diillcaof all ideas," cries the lady. 

* I know,' faid he, • it muil appear dull in de- 

* fcription; for who can defcii be the pleafures which 
' the mnrning air gives to one in perfedl health; 'the 

* flow of fpirits which fprings up fromexerciie; the 

* delights which parents Icei from the prattle, and 
' innocent folliesof their children ; the joy with which 

* the tender fmile of a wife inspires a hufband; or 

* laftly, the chearful, folid ccn:fort which a fond cou- 
« pie enjoy in each other's converfation. — All thefc 

* pleafures, and every other of which our iituation 

* was capable, we tailed in thehigheft degree. Our 
« happinefs was, perhaps, too great; for fortune 

* feemed to grow envious of it, and interpofed one 

* of themoft cruel accidents that could have befallea 

* us, by robbing us of our dear friend thb doftor.* 
•* I am forry for it," faid Mifs Matthews. ** He was 

'< indeed a valuable man, and I never heard of his 
*« death before." 

* Long may it be before any one hears of it,* cries 
Booth. • He ir, indeed, dead to us; but will, I 

* hope, enjoy many happy ytaisof life. You know, 
' madam, the obligations he had to his patron the 

* earl: indeed, it was impoiTiblc to be once in 

* his company without hearing of them :. I am 

* fure you will neither wonder that he was chofen 

* 10 attend the young lord in his travels as his tutor, 

* nor that the good man, however difj^reeable it 

* might be (as in fad it was) to his inclination, 

* fhould comply with the earnell requell of his friend 
< and patrorv. 

* By this means I was bereft not only of the beft 

* companion in the world, but of the beft counfellor; 

* a lofs of which I have fince felt the bitter confe- 

* quencc ; for no greuter advantage, 1 am convinced, 

J * can 
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* can arrive to a young man \^ho kath any degree 

* of underftanding, than an intimate converfe with 

* one of riper years, who is not only able to advife, 
« but who knows the manner of advifing. By this 

* means alone, youth can enjoy the benefit of the 

* experience of age, and that at a time of life when 

* fuch experience will be of more fervice to a man 

* than when he hath lived long enough to acquire it 
^ of himfelf. 

* From want of my fage counfellor, I now fell 

* into many errors. The firftof thcfe was in enlarg- 

* ing my bufinefs, by adding a-farm of one hundred 

* a year to the parfonage^ in renting which I had alfo 
^ as bad a bargain as the dodor had before given me 

* a good one. The confequence of which was, that 

* whereas at the end of the firft year, I was worth 

* upwards of fourfcore pounds ; at the end of the 
« fecond, I was near half that fum worfe (as the phrafe 

* is) than nothing. 

* A fecond folly I was guilty of, in uniting families 

* with the curate of the parilh, whohadjuft married, 

* as my wife and I thought, a very good f )rt of a wo- 

* man. We had not, however, lived one month to- 

* gether before I plainly perceived this good fort of 

* woman had taken agnrat prejudice againft my Ame- 

* liaj'for which, if 1 had not known fomething of 

* the human paffions, and that high place which envy 

* holds among them, I (hould not have been able to 
« account : for fo far was luy angel from having giveo 
« her any caule of diflike, that Ihe had treated her not 
» only with civility, but kindnefs, 

* Befides fuperiority in beauty, which, I believe, 
•all the world would have allowed to Amelia, there 
' was another caufe of this envy, which I am almoft 

* alhamed to mendon, as it may well be called my 
« greateft folly. You are to know then, madam, that 

* from a boy I had been always fond of driving a 
' co.ich, in which I valued myfelf on having fome 
« fkill. This, perhaps, was an innocent, but 1 allow 

* it to have been a childilh vanity. As I had an op- 
< portuaity, therefore, of buying an old coach and 

* harnefs very cheap ^indeed the^ cgft. vftfe\>\i\.v«^\y^ 
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* pounds) and as I confidered the fame horfes which 
' drew my waggons, would likewifedraw my coach> 

* I rcfolvcd on indulging myfcll in the porchafe. 

' Theconfequencc of fetting up this poor old coach 

* is inconceivable. Before this, as my wife and my* 

* fclf had very little diflinguifhed ourfelves from the 

* other farmers and their wives, either in our drefs, 
' or our way of living, they treated us as their equals ; 

* but now they began to confider us as elevating our- 

* felves into a flate of fuprriority, and immediately 
^ began to envy, hate, and declared war againft os. 

* The neighbouring little fquires too, were uneafy to 
' fee a poor renter become their equal in a matter in 

* which they placed fo much dignity; and notdonbt- 

* ing but it arofe in me from the fame ollentatioD« 

* they began to hate me likewiie, and to ^urn my 

* equipage into ridicule; averting that my horfes, 

* which u ere as well matched as any in the kingdom, 

* wereofdifferenr colours and fizes; with much more 

* of that kind of wir, the only bafis of which is lying. 

* Put wl.at will appear moft furprifingto you, mar 

* damj was, that the curate's wife, who bein? lame, 

* had more ufe of the coach than my Amelia (indeed, 

* fhe feldom went to church in any other msviner) 
' was one of my bittertft enemies on the occaiion. 

* If fhe had ever any difpute with Amelia, which all 

* the fweetnefs of my poor girl could not fometimea 

* avoid, fhe was fure to introduce with a malicious 

* fneer,* *« Though my hufl^and doth not keep a 
" coach, madam. * Nay, flic took this opportunity 

* to upbraid my wife with the lofs of her fortune, al- 

* ledgingi' **'! hat fome folks might have had as good 
" pretenfiops to a coach as other folk;, and a better 
•• too, as they brought a better fortune to their huf» 
<* hands. But that all people had not theartofmak* 
«* in^ brick without draw." 

• You will wonder, perhaps, madam, how I can 

* remember fuch fluff, which, indeed, was. a long 

* time only matter of amufement to both Amelia ana 

* myfelf ; but we, at laft, experienced themifchievoaf 
< nature of envy, and that i. tends rather to product; 
^ tragical than comkai e^ti[kU« Vl^ xAl^Kbourt now 
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* began to confpire againft me. They nick-namrd 

* me, in deiiiion, the Squire Farmer. Whatever I 

* bought, I was fureto buy dearer; and when I fold, 

* I was obliged to fell cheaper than any other* . In 

* fadl, they were all united, and while they every day 

* committed trefpafles on myjands with impunity, if 

* any of my cattle efcaped into their fields, I was 

* either forced to enter into a law-fuit, or to make 
' amends four-fold for the damage fuftained.' 

* The confequences of all this could be no other 

* than that ruin which enfued. Without tiring you 

* with particu ars, before the end «f four years, I 

* became involved in debt near three hundred pound 

* more than the value of A\ my effects. My landlord 
' feized my Hock for rent; and to avoid immediate 
« confinement in prifon, I was forced to leave the 

* country, with al) that I held dear in the world, my 
' wife, and my poor little family. 

* In this condition^ I arrived in town Rvc or >fix 

* days ago. 1 had juft taken a lodging in the verge 

* of the court, and had writ my dear Amelia word, 

* where Ihe might find me, when fhe had fettled her 

* affairs in the beft manner (he could. That very even* 

* ing, as I was returning home from a coiFee-houfe, 

* a fray happening in the Sreet, I endeavoured to ai&ft 

* the injured party, when I was feized by the watch, 

* and after being confined all night in the round- 
' houfe, was conveyed in the morning before a juHice 

* of peace, who committed me hither; where lihould 

* probably have flarved, had I not, from^ your hands, 

* found a moft unaccountable prefervation. <^ And 

* here, give me leave to affure you, my dear Mifs 

* Matthews, that whatever advantage I may have 

* reaped from your misfortune, Ifincerely lament it; 

* nor would I have purchafed any relief for myfetf 

* at the price of feeing you in this dreadful place.' 
He fpake theie laft words with great tendernefs: for 

lie was a maa of confummate good nature, and had 
formerly had much affedion for this young lady ; in- 
deed, more than the generality of people are capable 
of entertaining for any perfon whauoever. 

H s KU^\.\K 
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BOOK IV. 

C H A p. I. 

Containing 'very myfterious matter. 

MISS Matthews did not in the leaft fall (her t of 
Mr. Booth in expreflions of tendernefs. Her 
eyes, the moft eloquent oratojs on fuch occafions, ex- 
erted their utmoft force; and, at the conclufion of his 
fpeech, ihe call a look as languifliingly fwect, as ever 
Cleopatra gave tp Anthony. In real faS, this Mr, 
Booth had been her firft love, and had made more 
impreffions on her young heart, which the learned ia 
this branch of philofophy affirm, and perhaps truly, 
are never to be Eradicated. 

When Booth had finifhed his ftory, a filence enfued 
of fome minutes ; an interval which the painter would 
defcribe much better than the writer. Some readers 
may however be able to make pretty pertinent con- 
jedures, by what I have faid abave, efpecially when 
they are told, that Mifs Matthews broke the filence by 
a figh, and cried, * why is Mr. Booth unwilling to 

* allow me the happinefs of thinking my misfortunes 

* have been of fome little advantage to him ? TTure the 

* happy Amelia would not be fo felfifli to envy me 

* that pleafure. No; not if (he was as much the 
« fondeft as (he is the happieft of women.'— « Good 
** Heavens ! madam," faid he, '* do you call my poor 
** Amelia the happieft of women ?" * Indeed I do,' an- 
fwered die brifkly, — < O Mr. Booth, there is a fpeck 

* of white in her fortune, which, when it falls to the 

* lot of a ieniible woman, makes her full amends for 

'all 
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all thecroffes which can attend her— Perhaps (he may 
not be feniible of it; but if it had been my bleft 
fate — O Mr. Booth, could I have thought when we- 
were firft acquainted,, that the mod agreeable man in 
the world had been capable of making ^he kind, 
the tender, the afFedionate hulband— the happy 
Amelia in thofe days was unknown; Heaven had 
not then given her a profpedl of the happinefs ic ii>- 
tended her — but yet it did intend her : for fure 
there is a fatality in the affairs of love; and ther 
more I refleft on my own life, the more 1 am con- 
vinced of it, O Heavens! how a thoufand little 
circumftances crowd into my mind. When you firft 
marched into our town, you had then the colours 
in your hand ; as you paiTed under thewindow where 
I flood, my glove by accident droptinto theflreet; 
you Hooped, took up my glove, and putting it upon 
the fpike belonging to your colours, lifted it up to 
the window. Upon this a young lady, who Itood 
by, faid,' " So Mifs, the young officer hath accepted- 
yourchallengc," — *I bluQied then,. and 1 blufh now^ 
when I confefs to you, I thought you the prettieft 
young fellow I had ever feen; and, upon my foul,, 
I believe yoa was then the prettieft fellow in the 
world/ — Booth here made alow bow, andcpied, — , 
O dear madam, how ignorant was I of my own 
happinefs-'—' Would you really have thought fo ?•" 
anfwered (he, * however, there is fome politenefs, i£ 
* there be no finceri^y in what you fay.' Here the- 
jovernorof the enchanted caftle imterrupted them,, 
and entering the room without any ceremony, ac-. 
quainted the lady and gentleman, that it was locking- 
up time; and addrefling Booth, by the name of cap- 
tain, aiked him if he would not pleafe to have abed; 
adding, that he might have one in the next room ta 
the lady, but that it would come dear; for that he 
never let a bed in that room under a guinea, nor could 
he afford it cheaper to his father. 

No anfwer was made to this propofal j but Mifa, 

Matthews, who had already learnt fome of the way* 

of the hottfe, faid, ftie believed Mr. Booth would like 

to dtink a glafs of fomething > upon which the go- 

H 6 ' .x^vtv^^ 
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vcrnor immediately trumpeted forth the praifesofhis 
xack- punch, and without waiting fof any further com- 
jnands, prcfently produced a large bowl of that li- 
quor. 

The governor having recommended the goodnefs 
of his punch by a hearty draught, began to revive the 
other matter, faying, that he was ju(l going to bed, 

and inuft firft lock up. * But fuppofe,' (aid Mifs 

Matthews, with a fmile, * the captain and I fhould 

* have a mind to fit up all night.'—* With all my 

< heart, faid the governor ; but I expeft a confidera- 

* tion for ihofe matters. For my part, I don't en- 

* quire into what doth not concern me; but iingle 

* and double are two things. If I lock up double, 

< ] expert haif a guinea; and Tm fure the captain 

* cannot think that's out of the way— It is but the 
« price of a bagnio.' 

* Mifs Matthews's face became of the colour of fcar- 
Ict at thofe words — Ho^^ ever, fhe muflered up her fpi« 
rits, and turning to Booth, faid, "What fay you, cap- 
** tain f for my own part, I had never lefs inclination 
•* tofleep; which hath the greater charms for you, 
** the punch or the pillow ?" — « 1 hope, madam,' an- 
fwered Booth, • you have a better opinion of me> 

* than to doubt my preferring Mifs Matthew's con- 
' * vcrfation to either.'—** I allure you," replied flic, 

*^ it is no compliment to you, to fay I prefer yours 
«* to fleep at this time." 

The governor then, having received his fee, de- 
parted ; and turning the key, left the gentleman and 
lady to ihemfelves. 

In imitation of him, we will lock up likewife a 
fcene which we do not think proper to expofe to the 
eyes of the public. If any over curious readers flionld 
be difappointed on this occafion, we will recommend 
fuch readers to the apologies with which certain gay 
ladies have lately been pleafed to oblige the worlds, 
where they will poflibly find every thing recorded, 
thapc pall at thib interval. 

But though we decline painting the fcene, it is not 

our intention to conceal from the world the frailty of 

A/r« Booth, ox of his fair partner, who certainly paft 

4 that 
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that evening, in a manner inconfident with the ilrid 
rales of virtue and chadity. 

To fay the truth, we are much more concerned for 
the behaviour of the gentleman, tlum of the lady, 
not only for his fake, but for the fake of the bell wo- 
man in the woijd, whom we ihould be ferry to confider 
as yoked to a man of no worth nor honour. 

V/e deiite therefore the good-natured and c&ndid 
reader will be pleafed to weigh attentively the feveral 
unlucky circumflances which concurrea fo critically, 
that fortune feemed to have ufed her utmoft endea- 
vours to enfnare poor Booth's conftancy. Let the rea- 
der fet before his eyes a fine young woman, in a man- 
ner a firft love, conferring obligations, and ufing every 
arttofoften, to allure, to win, and toenflame; let htm 
confider the time and place ; let him remember that 
Mr. Booth was a young fellow in the higheil vigour 
•f life; and, laftly, let him add one fingle circum- 
ftance, that the parties were alone tog( thei ; and then 
if he will not acquit the defendant, he muH be con- 
vided i for I have nothing more to fay in his de- 
fence. 

CHAP. II. 

Tke lattirfart ofnuhUb *we expeS iviU pka/e eurrtader 
bettir tbaa t be former* 

A Whole week did our lady and gentleman live 
in this criminal converfation, in which the hap- 
pinefs of the former was much more perfe^) than that 
of the latter ; for though the charms of Mits Mat- 
thews, and herexceflive endearments, fometimes lul- 
led every thought in the fweet lethargy of pleafure ; 
yet.in the intervals of his fits, his virtue alarmed and 
roufed him. and brought the image of poor injured 
Amelia to haunt and torment him. In fa£l, if we 
regard this world only, it is the inttreft of every man 
to be either perfedily good, or completely bad. He 
had better deflroy his confcience, than gently wound 
it. The many bitter refledUons which t^tty bad a£tion 

coat 
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cofts a mind in which there are any remains of good- 
nefs, are not to be compenfated by the highell plea- 
fures which fuch an adlion can produce. 

So it happened to Mr. Booth. Repentance never 
failed to follow his tranfgreffions ; and yet fo perverfe 
is-our judgment, and fo flippery is thedefcent of vice, 
when once we are entered into it; the fame crime 
which he now repented of, became a reafon for doing 
that which was to caufe his future repentance; and he 
continued to lin on^ becaufe he had begun. His re% 
pentance however returned dill heavier and heavier, 
till at laft it flung him into a melancholy, which Mifs 
Matthews plainly perceived, and at which (he could 
not avoid expreflingfome refentment in obfcure hints, 
and ironical complements on Amelia's fuperiority to 
her whole fex, who could not cloy a gay young fellow 
by many years poffeflion. She would then repeat the 
compliments which others had made to her own beauty 
—and could not forbear once crying out : *Upon my 

* foul! my dear Billy, I believe the chief difadvan- 

* tage on my fide, is in my fuperior fondncfs; for 

* love, in the minds of men, hath one quality at 
' * leaft of a fever, which is to prefer coldnels in the 

* objedl. Confefs, dear Will, is there not fomething 

* vaftly refrcfliing in the cool air of a prude.'— Booth 
fetched a deep figh, and begged her never more to 
mention Amelia's name. — * O Will/ c1"ies fne, * did 
« that requeft proceed from the motive I could wifli, 
' I fhould be the happiefl of womankind.— -< You 

* would not fure, madam,' faid Booth, 'defireafa- 

* crifice, which I muft be a villain to make to any ?*— 

* Defire!' anfwered (he, * are there any bounds to the 
« defiresof love! have not I been facrificed ? hath not 

* my firll love been torn from my bleeding heart ?«— 

* I claim a prior right— As for facrifices, I can make 
< them too I and WouVd facrifice the whole world at 

* the leaft call of my love.* 

Here fhe delivered a letter to Booth, which (he had 
received within an hoar, the contents of which were 
thefe : 

* Deareft 
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* Deared madam, 
« 'TT^HOSE only who truly know what love is, can 

* X have any conception of the horrors I felt at 

* hearing of your confinement at my arrival in town, 

* which was this morning. I immediately fent my 

* lawyer to enquire into the particulars, who brought 
« me the agreeablr. news that the man whofe heart's 

* blood ought not to be valued at the rate of a fingle 

* hair of your's, is entirely out of all danger, and 
« that you might be acmitted to bail. I preftintly 

* ordered hi ni to go with two of my tradefmen, who 

* are to be bound in any fum for your appearance, if 
' he fhould be mean enough to profccute you. Though 

* you may expefl my attorney with you foon, I would 

* not delay fending tiiis, as I hope the news will be 

* agreeable to you. My chariot will attend at the 

* fame time to carry you wherever you pleafe. You 

* may ea(ily gucfs what a violence I have done to 
' myfelf in not waiting on you in perfon ; but 1, who 

* know your delicacy, feared it might oltend, and 

* that you might think me ungenerous enough to 

* hope from your diftrefles an happinefs, which I am 

* refolvcd to owe to your free gift alone, when your 

* good-nature fhall induce you to bellow on me what 

* no man living can merit. 1 beg you will pardon 

* all the contents of this hafty letter, and do me the 

* honour of believing me, 

* Dearefl madam, 

* Your moll paffionate admirer, 

• and mofl obedient humble fervant, 

* DAMON/ 

Booth thought he had fomewhere before feen the 
fame hand; but in his prefent hurry of fpirits could 
not recoUedt whofe it was ; nor did the lady give him 
any time for refleftion: for he had fcarce read the let- 
ter when (he produced a little bit of paper, and 
cried out, * here, Sir, here are the contents which he 

* fears will offend me.' She then put a bank bill of a 
hundred pounds into Mr. Booth's hands^ and afked 

him 
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him with a fmile, if he did not 'think (he had rcafon 
to be ofFeaded with fo much infolence. 

Before Booth could return any anfwer, the governor 
arrived and introduced Mr. Rogers the attorney, who 
acquainted the lady thathe had brought^her difcharge- 
from her confinement, and that a chariot waited at the 
door to attend her wherever (he pleafed. 

She received the difcharge from Mr. Rogers, and 
faid fhe was very much obliged to the gentleman who 
employed him, but that (he would not make ufe of the 
chariot, as (he had no notion of leaving that wretched 
place in a triumphant manner: in which refolution, 
when the attorney found her obftinate, he withdrew, 
as did the governor with many bows, and as many 
lady (hips. 

They were no fooner gone, than Booth afked the 
lady why (he would refufe the chariot of a genleman 
who had behaved with fuch exceffive relpedl. She 
looked earneftly upon him> and cried, * How unkind 

* is that quedion ! do you imagine I would go and 

* leave you in fuch a (ituation? chou knowed but lit- 

* tie of Califta. Why, do you think I would accept 

* this hundred pound from a man 1 diflike, unlefs it 

* was to be ferviceable to the man I love? 1 infidon 

* your taking it as your own, and ufing whatever ygu 

* want of It.' 

Booth protefted in the folemneft manner, that ke 
would not touch a (hilling of it, faying, he had already 
received too many obligations at her hands, and more 
than ever he fhould be able, he feared, to repay. • How 

* unkind,' anfwered (he, * is every word you fay ? 

* why will you mention obligations? love never con- 

* fers any. It doth every thing for its own fake. lam 

* not therefore obliged to the man whoie palfion makes 

* him generous: for I feel how inconfiderable the 
' whole world would appear to me, if I could throw 

* it after my heart.* 

Much more of this kind pafled, iheftill predSng the 
bank-note upon him, and he as abfdlutely refQ(ing» 
till Booth left the lady to drefs herielf, and went to 
walk in the area of the priibn» 

Miff 
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Mifs Matthews now applied to thegovernor to know 
by what means (he might procure the captain his li- 
berty. The governor aniwcred, * as he cannot get 
' baily it will be a difficult matter; and money to be 

• fore there muft be: fof people, no doubt, expeft to 

• touch on ihefe occafions. When prifoners have not 

• wherewithal as the law requires to entitle themfelves 

• to jallice, why they muft be beholden to other peo* 
' pie, to give them their liberty; and people will not 

• to be furc fuffer others to be beholden to them for 

• nothing, whereof there is good reafon: for how 

• ihoald we all live, if it was not for thefe things !— 
•• Well, welU'Taid fhe, "and how much will it coll.** 
— * How much!' anfwered he, — * How much! why, 

• let me fee.' — Here he hefitated forae time, and then 
anfwered, * that for five guineas he would undertake 

• to procure the captain his difcharge* That being 
the fnm which he computed to remain in the lady's 
pocket; for as to the gentleman'.s he had long beca 
acquainted with the emptinefs of it. 

Mifs Matthews, to whom money wa? as dirt (in* 
deed fhe may be thought not to have known the value 
of it) delivered him the bank-bill, and bid him get it 
changed: for if the whole, fays (he, will procure him 
his liberty, he (hall have it this evening. 

* The whole, madam,' anfwered the governor, as 
foon as he had recovered his breath: for it almoft for- 
fook him at the fight of the black word hundred. ' No, 
' no,—- There might be people indeed— but I am not 
•-one of thofe. A hundred I no, nor nothing like it. 

• —As for myfelf, as I faid, I will-be content with 

• fire guineas, and I am fure that's little enough.* 

• What other people will expedl:, I cannot exadly fay.* 

• —-To be fure his worfhip's clerk will expeft to touch* 

• pretty handfomely; as for bis worihip himfelf, he 
^ never touches any thing, that is, not tofpeak of; 
' but then the conflable will expe£t fomething, and the 

• watchmen mufl have fomething, and the lawyers on 

• both fides they muft have their fees for finilhing.'— . 
*• Well," faid fhe, •» I leave all to you. If it cofts me 
«* twenty pounds I will have him difcharged this after- 
^ noon.— J3ut 70U muft give lvv% fiifeXux^^ vcv\» tk;j 
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*^ hands, without letting the captain know any thing 
«' of the matter.'* 

The governor promifed to obey her commands in 
every particuJat j nay, he was fo very induftrious, 
that though dinner was juft then coming upon the table, 
at her eameft requeft, he fet out immediateiy on the 
purpofe, and went, as he faid, in puriuit of the lawyer. 

Ail the other company aflcmbled at table as ulual, 
where poor Booth was the only perfon out of fpirits. 
This was imputed by all prefent to a wrong caufc; 
nay, Mifs Matthews herfelf either could not, or would 
not, fufpedl that there was any thing deeper than the 
defpair of being fpeedily difcharged, that lay heavy on 
his mind. 

However, the mirth of the reft, and a pretty liberal 
quantity of punch, which he fwallowed after dinner 
(for Mifs Matihews had ordered a very large bowl at 
her own expence, to entertain the good company at 
her farewel) fo far exhilirated his fpirits, that, when 
the young lady and he retired to their tea, he had all 
the marks of gaiety in his countenance, and his eyes 
fparkled with good humour. 

The gentleman and lady had fpent about two hour^ 
in tea and converfation, when the governor returned, 
and privately delivered to the lady the difcharge for 
her friend, and the fum of eighty-two pounds five (hil- 
lings; the reft having been, he faid, dift)urfed in the 
buhnefs, of which he was ready at any time to render 
anexadl /iccount. 

Mifs Matthews being again alone with Mr. Booth, 
Ihe put the difcharge into his hands, defiring him tQ 
alk her no queftions; and adding, • 1 think, fir, w? 

* have neither of us now any thing mere to do at this 

* place.' She then fummoned the governor, and or- 
dered a bill of that d ny's expence, for long fcore? 
were not ufual there; and at the fame time ordered 9 
hackney-coach, without having yet determined whi- 
ther fhe would go, but fully determined fhe was, 
wherever (lie went, to take Mr. Booth with her. 

* The governor was now approaching with a long roll 
of paper, when a faint voice was heard to cry out 

haiiily, VTJiere is he.^—axv4iBicfe\itlY a female fpedtre. 
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all pale and breathlefs, rufhed into the room, and fell 
into Mr. Booth's arms, where fhe immediately faint- 
ed away. 

Booth made a fliift to fupport his lovely burthen ; 
though he was himfelf in a condition very little dif- 
ferent from hers. Mifs Matthews lik.ewife, who pre- 
fently recollefied the face of Amelia, was ftruck mo- 
tionlefs with the furprize; nay, the governor himfelf, 
though not eafily moved at fight of horror, (lood 
aghaft, and neither offered to fpeak nor ftir. 

Happily for Amelia, the governefs of the manfions 
had out of curiofity followed her into the room, and 
was the otjly ufeful perfon prefent on this occafion ; 
ihe immediately called for water, and ran to the lady'i 
affiflance, fell to loofening her flays, and performed 
all the offices proper at fuch a feafon ; which had fo 
good an effect, that Amelia foon recovered the difor- 
der which the violent agitation of her fpirits had 
caufed, and found herfelf alive and awake in her hu(^ 
band's arms. 

Some tender carefTes, and a foft whifper or two paft 
privately between Booth and his lady ; nor was it with- 
out great difficulty, that poor Amelia put fome reilraint 
on her fondnefs, in a place fo improper for a tender 
interview. She now cafl her eyes round the room, 
and fixing them on Mifs Matthews, who flood like a 
ilatue ; fhe foon recolledled her, and addrefling her 
by her name, faid, * Sure, madam, I cannot be mif- 

* taken in thofe features ; though meeting you here 

* might almoft make me fufped my memory.' 

Mifs Matthews's face was now all covered with fear- 
let. The reader may eafily believe fhe was on no ac- 
count pleafed with AmeUa's prcfence ; indeed, fhe ex- 
pelled from her feme of thofe iufults, of which vir- 
tuous women are generally fo liberal to a frail filler; 
but fhe was miflaken, Amelia was not one 

Who thought the nation ne'er could thrive. 
Till all the whores were I urnt alive. 

Her virtue could fupport itfelf with its own intrinfiC 
worth, without borrowing any afliflance from the vice* 
•f other women ; and (he confidered their aaLtut2.l vtvRt-* 
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nitiei as the objedls of pity, not of contempt or ab« 
horrence. 

When Amelia therefore perceived the vifii>Ic con- 
fofion in Mifs Matthews, fhc prefently called to re- 
in em b an ce fome (lories which (he had impcrfeftly 
heard ; for as (he was not naturally attentive tofcan* 
dal, and had kept very lictle company (ince her return 
€o England, (ne wa*s far from btiing a miftrefs of the 
lady*s whole hillory. However, (he had heard enoogh- 
to impure her confufion to the right caufe; (he ad- 
vanc dto her, and told her (he was extremely forry to 
xneet her in fucH a place, but hoped that no very great 
misf rtune was the occafion of k. 

Mi is Matthews began, by degrees, to recover her 
fpirirs. She anfweied wiih a referved air, • I am much 

* obliged to yon, madam, for your concern} we are 

* all liable to misfortunes in this world. Indeed, I 

* know not why I (hould be much a(hamed of being 
"• in any place where I am in fuch good company.* 

Here Booth interpofed. He had before acquainted 

' Amelia dn a whifper, that his confinement was at an 

end. * The unfortunate accident, my dear,' faid he, 

* which brought this young lady to this melancholy 
' place, is entirely determined ; and (he is now as ab- 

* folutely at her liberty as myfelf.* 

Amelia imputing the extreme coldnefs and rcferve 
of the lady to the caufe already mentioned, advanced 
ftill more and more in proportion as (he drew back; 
till the governor, who had withdrawn fome time^ re. 
turned, and acquainted Mifs Matthews that her coack 
was at the door; upon which, the company foon fe* 
parated. Amelia and Booth went together in Amelia's 
coach, and poor Mifs Matthews was obliged to retire 
alone, after having fatisfied the demands of the gover- 
nor, which in one day only had amounted to a pretty 
confiderable fum : for he with great dexterity propor- 
tioned the bills to the abilities of his gueds. 

It may feem perhaps wonderful to fome readers, that 
Mifs Matthews (hould have maintained that cold re- 
ferve towards Amelia, fo as barely to keep within the 
raiei of civility, inflcad of embracing an opportunity 
whi^h feemed to offer, cf jaAtCiti^^oTOftdt^tte of inti- 
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nacy with a wife, whofe hulband (he was fo fond of; 
bat befides that, her f pirits were entirely diiconcerted 
by fo fadden and unexpected a difappQintment ; and 
befides the extreme horrors which (he conceived at the 
prefeqce of her rival, there is, I believe, fomething fo 
Odtrageoufly fufpicious in the nature of all vice, elpe- 
cially when joined with any great degree of pride, thai 
theeyesof thofe whom weimagine privy to our failings, 
are intolerable to us, and we are apt to aggravate their 
opinions to our difadvantage far beyond the reality* 

CHAP. III. 

Ccntainin^ txjife ohfervations of the authcVf and other 
matters. 

THERE is nothing more difficult than to lay 
dpwn any fixed and certain rules for happinefs; 
or indeed to judge with any precifion of the happinefs 
of others, from the knowledge of external circum- 
ftances. There is fometinies a little fpeck of black in 
the brightefl and gayefl colours of fortune, which con- 
taminates and deadens the whole. On the contrary, 
when all without looks dark and difmal, there is often 
a fecret ray of light within the mind, which turns 
every thing to real joy and gladnefs. 

I have in the courfe of my life feen many occafions 
to make this obfervation ; and Mr. Booth was at pre« 
fent a very pregnant inftance of its truth. He was 
jnft delivered from a prifon, and in the po(fe(Con of his 
beloved wife and children ; and (which might be ima- 
gined greatly to augment his jojr) fortune had done aJl 
this for him within an hour, without giving him the 
leaft warning or reafonable expectation of this (Irange 
reverfe in his circamftances ; and yet it is ceruin, that 
there were very few men in the world, more ferioufly 
miferable than he was at this indant. A deep melan« 
choly feized his mind, and cold damp fweats over- 
fpread his perfon, fo that he was fcarce animated ; 
and poor Amelia, inftead of a fond warm hu(band, be- 
llowed her carefTes on a dull lifelefs lump of clay. He 
endeavoured however at firft, as much as poffible, to 
conceal what he felt, and attem^udn^Waxv^vVL^VAx^^^ 
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of all tafks, to a£l the part of a happy man ; but he 
found no fupply of fpirits to carry on this deceit, and 
would have probably funk under his attempt, had 
not poor Amelia's fimplicicy helped him to another 
fallacy, in which he had much better fuccefs. 

This worthy woman very plainly perceived the dif- 
dirder in her hufband's mind ; and having no doubt of 
the caufe of it, efpccially when ftie faw the tears Hand 
in his eyes at the iight of his children, threw her 
arms round his neck, and embracing him with rap- 
turous fondnefs, cried out, ' My dear Billy, let no- 
« thing make you oneafy. Heaven will, I doubt not, 

* provide for us and thefe poor babes. Great for- 

* tunes are not neceflary to happinefs. For my own 

* part, I can level my mind with any flate ; and for 
' thofe poor little things, whatever condition of life 
' we breed them to, that will be fufficient to maintain 

* them in, IJow many thoufands abound in afflu- 

* ence, whofe fortunes are much lower than ours! for 

* it is not from nature, but from education and habit, 

* that our wants are chiefly derived. Make yourfelf 

* eafy .therefore, my dear love ; for you have a wife 

* who will think herfelf happy with you, and endea- 
« vour to make you fo in any fituation. Fear no- 

* thing, Billy; induilry will al way's provfde us a 

* Xvholefome meal ; and 1 will take care, that neat- 

* nefs and chearfulnefs fhall make it a pleafant one.* 
Booth prefently took the cue, which {he had given 

him. Ke fixed his eyes on her for a minute, with 
great earneftnefs and inexpreflible tendernefs; and 
then cried, \0 my Amelia, how much are you my 

* fuperior in every perfedion ! how wife, how great, 

* how noble are your fenliments ! why can I not imi- 

* tate what I fo much admire? why can I not look 

* with your conllancy, on thofe dear little pledges of 

* our loves ? All my philofophy is baflled with the 

* thought, that my Amelia's children are to druggie 

* with a cruel, hard, unfeeling world, and to buffet 

* thofe waves of fortune, which have overwhelmed 

* their father, — Here I own 1 want your firmnefs, and 
' am not without an excufe for wanting it; for am I 

' not the cruel caufe of aW-^oxxi >«\^\^^^^ti^C'5»^ Vvave 
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* I not ftepped between you and fortune, and being 

* the curfed obHacle to all your greatnefs and happi* 
' nefs ?' 

** Say not fo, my love/* anfwered fhe. •*. Great I 
*' might have been, but never happy with any other 
" man. Indeed, dear Billy, I laugh at the fears you 
" formerly raifed in me ; what feemed fo terrible at 
" a diftance, now it approaches nearer, appears to 
" have been a mere bugbear — and let this comfort *' 
" you, that I look on myfelf at this day as the hap- 
*' pieft of women ; nor have I done any thing which 
" I do not rejoice in, and would, if I had the gift 
" of prefcience, do again." 

Booth was fo overcome with this behaviour, that 
he had no words to anfwer. To fay the truth, it 
was difHcult to find any worthy of the occafion. He 
threw himfelf proftrate at her feet, whence poor A- 
melia was forced to ufe all her ftrength as well as en- 
treacies to raife, and place him in his chair. 

Such is ever the fortitude of perfrcl innocence, and 
foch the depreffionj)f guilt in minds not utterly aban- 
doned. Booth was naturally of a fanguine temper 1 
nor would any fuch apprehenfions as he mentioned 
haye been fufficient to have reftrained his joy, at meet- 
ing with his Amelia. In fa6t, a refleftion on the in- 
jury he had done her was the fole caufe of his grief. 
This it was that enervated his hearc, and threw him • 
into agonies, which all that profuiion of heroic ten- 
dernefs that the moft excellent of women intended 
for his comfort, ferved only to heighten and aggra- 
vate; as the more fhe rofe in his admiration, the more 
fhe quickened his fenfe of his own unworthinefs. 

After a difagreeable evening, the firft of that kind 
that he had ever paft with his Amelia, in which he 
had the utmoft difficulty to forc^ a little cheerfulnefs, 
"and in which her fpirits were ot length overpowered 
by dilcerninor tiie oppreffion on his; they retired to 
reft, or rather to mifery, which need not be dtfcribed. 

The next morning at breakfaft. Booth began to re- 
cover a little from his melaiichol;', and to tafte the 
company of his children. He now firll thought of 
enguif jng of Amelia, by what meaws fti^\i.eL^ ^\^^w^\- 
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cd the place of his confinement. Amelia, after gent^ 
ly rebuKing him for not having himfelf acquainted 
her with it, informed him, that it was known all over 
the country, and that fhe had traced the original of 
it to her filler; who had fpread the news with a ma- 
licious joy, and adde^ a circumftance, which would 
have frightened her to death, had not her knowledge 
of him made her give little credit to it, which was, 
that he was committed for murder. But though fhe 
had difcredited this part, fhe faid, the not hearing 
from him, during feveral fucceffive pofts, made her 
too appreheniive of the reft. That fhe got a con- 
veyance therefore for herfelf and children to Salifbury; 
from whence the flage-coach had brought thedi to 
town, and having depofited the children at his lodg- 
ing, of which he had fent her ad account on his firft 
arrival in town, fhe took a hack, and came diredtly 
to the prifon where fhe heard he was, and where fhe 

, found him. 

Booth excufed himfelf, and with truth as to his not 
having writ : for in fadl, he had writ twice from the 
prifon, though he had mentioned nothing of his con- 
finement ; but as he fent away his letters after nine 
at night, the fellow, to whom they were entrufled, 
had burnt them both for the fake of putting the two- 
pence in his own pocket, or rather in the pocket of 
the keeper of the next gin-fhop. 

As to the account which Amelia gave him, it ferved 
rather to raife than to fatisfy his curiofity. He began 
to fufped, that fome perfon had feen both him and 
Mifs Matthews together in the prifon, and had con- 
founded her cafe with his ; and this the circumflance 
of murder made the more probable. Bot who this 
perfon fhoald be, he could not gaefs.^ After giving 
himfelf therefore fome pains in forming conjeftnrei 
to no purpofe, he was forced to refl contented with 
his Ignorance of the real truth. 

Two or three days now paft without producing any 
thing remarkable; unicfs it were, that Booth more 
aad more recovered his fpirits, and had now almofl 
regained his former degree of cheerfulnefs, when the 

foUowiBg letter arrived, again to torment him : 

* Dear 
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« Dear Billy, 

* / I ^O convince you I am the moft reafonablc of 

* X women, I h^ve given you up three whole. 

* days to the unmolefted pofTeflion of my fortunafts 

* rival; I can refrain no longer from letting yea 

* know that I lodge in Dean-llrcet, not far from the 
« church, at the Sjn of the Pelican and Tnimpefj 

* where I expeft this evening to feeyou — Believe me, 

< I am with more affedtion than any other woman in 

* the world can be, 

• My dear Billy, 

' Your affedlionate, fond, doating 
• * F. Matthews/ 

Bootli tore the letter with rage, and threw it into 
the fire ; refolving never to vifit the lady more, unlefs 
it was to pay her the money Ihe had lent him, which 
he was determined to do the very firft oppori unity : 
for it was not at prefent in his power. 

This letter threw him back into his fit of dejf flioo, 
in which he had not continued long, when a packet 
from the country brought him the following from his 
friend Dr. Harrifon: 

Lyons t January 21. N. S. 

• SIR, 

* 'np^ HOUGH I am now on my return home, I 
' X have taken up my pen to communicate to 

* you fome news I have heard from England, which 
' gives me much uneafinefs, and concerning which I 

* can indeed deliver my fentiments with much more 

* eafe this way than any other. In my anfwer to your 

* laft, I vtxy freely gave you my opinion, in which 

* it was my misfortune to difapprove of every Hep 

* yon had taken ; but thofe were all pardonable er« 

* rors. Can you be fo partial to yourfelf, upon cool 

* and fober refledUon, to think what I am going to 
« mention is fo? I promife you, it appears to mc a 

< folly of fo monflrous a kind, that, had I heard it 

* from any but a perfon of the higheft honour, I 
« [hould have rejedled it ;is utterly incredible. I hopa, 

< you already guefs what 1 am about to name ; fince, . 
Vol. X I . * V^^^N^\s. 
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* Heaven forbid your conduct fhodd afford you any 

* choice of fuch grofs inftanccs of weaknefs. In a 

* wordy then» you have fet up an equipage. What 

* (hall I invent in your cxcufe, either to pthers, or to 

* myfelf? In truth, I can^nd no excufefor you,and 
■■* what is more, I am certain you can find none for 

' yourfelf. Imuftdeal, therefore, very plainly and 
^ fincerely with you. Vanity is always contemptif 
' ble; but when-joined with dilhonefty, it becomes 

* odious and detei^able. At whofe expence are yon 
' to fupport this equipage? Is it not entirely at the 

'^ expence of others ? and will it not finally end in 
' that of your poor wife and children:? you knovtr 

* you are- two years in arrears to me. If I could im- 

* pute this to any extraordinary or common accident* 

* I think I (hould never have mentioned it ^ butl 
■^ will not fuffer my money to fupport the ridiculous, 

* and, I muft fay, criminal vanity of any one. I ex« 
' ped therefore to find at my return, that you have 

* either difchai^ged my whole debt, ^r your equipage. 

* Let me beg you ferioufly to confider your circum* 

* fiances and condition in life, and to remember that 
' your fituation will not juftify any the leaft unne* 

* ceffary expence. Simp/j to be poor^ fays my favonr- 
' ite Greek hiHorian, <was not heU /<an4laUus Jfy the 

* 'wife Athenians^ but highly fo^ to owe that poverty tq 

* our oijun indiferetion, Prefent my affedtion to Mrs, 
< Booth, and be afifured, that I (hall not, without 

* great reafon, and great pain too, ever ceafe toi>e^ 

< Your moil faithful friend, 

* R. Hartuison.'^ 

Had this letter come at any other time, itwonld 
have given Booth the moH fenfible afiiidion ; but fo 
totally had the afi^air of Mifs Matthews poflefled his 
Blind, that, like a n^an in a m oft raging fit of the' 
gout, he was fcarce capable of any additional tor- 
ture ; nay, he even made an ufe of this letter epiftle. 
as it ferved to account to Amelia for that concern 

^which he really felt on another account. T|ie poor 
deceived lady therefore applied herfclf to give him 

cois/ort^where be leaft Y^?^u»d ic« She faid he m^ht 
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eafily perceive that the matter had been mifreprefento 
cd to the dodoFy who would not, Ihe was fure, re* 
tain the leaft anger againft him when he knew the 
real truth. 

After a fhortconverfation on this fubjefl, fn which 
Booth appeared to be greatly confoled by the argu- 
ments of his wife, they parted. He went to take A 
walk in the Park, and ihe remained at home to pre- 
pare him his dinner. 

He was no fooner departed than his little boy, not 
quite fix years old, faid to Amelia, * La ! man\a, 
^ what is the matter with poor papa? what makes 

* him look fo as if he was going to cry? he is not 

* half fo merry a« he ufed to be in the country.' 
Amelia anfwered, * Oh! my dear! you papa is only 

* a little thoughtful, he will be merry again foon/— 
Then looking fondly on her children, ihe buril into 
an agony of tears» and cried, * Oh Heavens ! what 
^ have thefe poor little infants done ? why will the bar- 

* barous world endeavour to Aarve them, by depriving 

* us of our only friend?— O my dear, your father 18 

* ruined, and we are undone.' — The children pte- 
fently accompanied their mother's tears, and the 
daughter cried—* Why, will any body hurt poor pa- 

* pa ? hath he done any harm to any bodv ?'-— < No, 

* my dear child/ faid the mother, * he is the bed man 

* in the world, and therefore they hate him.' Uppa 
which the boy, who^was extremely feniible at his 
years, anfwered, * Nay, mama, how can that be ? 

* have not you often told me, that if I was good, 

* every body would love me?'—* All good people will,* 
anfwered (he. * Why don't they love papa then ?* 
replied the child, * for I am fure he is very good/ 
^ So they do, my dear,* faid the mother, * but there 

* are more bad people in the world, and they will 

* hate you for yourgoodnefs.'— * Why then bad peo- 

* pic,' cries the child, * are loved by more than the 

* good/-^* No mattter for that, my dear,' faid ihe, 

* the love of one good perfon is more worth havings 

* than that of athoufand wicked ones; nay, if there 
f was no fuch perfon in the world, Hill you muil be 
5 asood boy; for there is one ia Hca^c^xw ^fiV^NiSSV 

la 'iXw^ 
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* love you ; and his love is better for you than that 
' of all mankind.* 

This little dialogue we are appcehenfive will be - 
read with contempt by many ; indeed we ihoald not 
have thought it worth recording, was it not for the 
excellent example which Amelia here gives to all 
mothers. This admirable woman never let a day 
pafs, without inArudling her children in fome leflbn 
of religion and morality. By which means ihe had^ 
ih their tender minds» fo ftrongly annexed the ideas 
of fear and fliame to every idea of evil of which they 
were fufceptible, that it mud require great pains and 
length of habit to feparate them. Though (he was 
the tendered of mothers, fhe never fufFered any fymp- 
tom of malevolence to (how itfelf in their mod trifling 
iaflions without difcouragement, withoutrebuke ; and, 
if it broke forth with any rancour, without punifh- 
ment. In which (he had fuch fuccefs, that not the 
lead marks of pride, envy, malice, or fpire difcover* 
cd Afeif in ^ny of their little words or deeds. 

CHAP. IV. 

Jnyohicb Amei%a appears in no unamiabU lightm 

AMELIA, with the aflidance of a little girl, who 
was their only fervant, had dreft her dinner x 
«nd die had likewife dred herfelf as neat as any lady, 
who had a regular fet of fervants, could have done; 
when Booth returned, and brought withhiilvhis friend 
James, whom he had met with in the Park ; and who, 
as Booth abfolutely refufed to dine away from his 
wife, to whom he had promifed to return, had invited 
himfelf to dine with him. Amelia had none of that 
paultry pride* which po(re(res fo many of her fex, and 
which difconcerts their tempers, and gives them the 
air and looks of furies, if their hufbands bring in an 
unexpeded gued, without giving them timely warn- 
ing to provide a facrifice to their own vanity. Ame- 
lia received her hu (band's friend with the utmod com- 
plaifarce and good humour: die made indeed fome 
apology for the hwmelinefs of her dinner ; but it was 
politely turned as acomjWm^ulxaMx^ \^avc5*s friend- 
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iiip, which coatd carry him where he was fure of be- 
ing fo ill entertained; and gave not the lead hint 
how magnificently fhe would have provided, had jhe 
ixftBtd tbt favour of fo much good compaw^. A phrafe 
which is generally meant to contain not only an apo- 
logy for the hdy of the houfe, but a tacit fatire on 
her gnefts for their intrafion, and is at kail a ilrong 
infin nation that they are not welcome. 

Amelia failed not to enquire very earneftly after her 
old friend Mrs. James, formerly Mifs Bath> and was 
very forry to.find that flie was not in town. The 
tmth was, as James had married out of a violent lik« 
infi^ of, or appetite to, her perfon, poiTeilion had fur* 
felted him, and he was now grown fo heartily tired of 
his wife, that (he had very little of his company ; fhe 
was forced therefoie to content herfelf with being the 
miiirefs of a large houfe and equipage in the country, 
ten months in the year by herfelf. The other two he 
indulged her witn the diverfions of the town ; but 
then, though they lodged under the fame roof, fhe 
had little more of her hufband's fociety, than if they 
had been one hundred miles a-part. With all this, 
as fhe was a woman of calm paflions, fhe made her- 
felf contented ; for (he had never had any violent 
affedion for James ; the match was of the prudent 
kind, and to her advantage : for his fortune, by the 
death of an uncle, was become very conHderable ; and 
ihe had gained every thing by the bargain but a huf- 
hand, which her conftitution fuffered her to be very 
well fatisfied without. 

When Amelia, after dinner, retired to her children/ 
James began to talk to bis friend concerning his 
affairs. He advifed Booth very earneilly to think of 
getting again into the army, in which be himfelf had 
'met with fuch fuccefs, that he had obtained the com- 
mand of a reeiment, to which his brother-in-law was 
lieutenant-colonel. Thefe preferments they both owed 
to the favour of fortune only : for though there was 
no objedion to either of their military characters; 
yet neither of them had any extraordmary defert : 
and, if merit in the fervice was a fufficient recom- 
SDendatioA^ Booths who had bttu xmct ^^n^t^^^^ \sl 
I3 ^^ 
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the iicge, feemed to have the faireft pretenfions ; buk 
he remained a poor half-pay lieutenant, and the others 
were, as we have faid, one of them a lieutenant-co* 
lone], and the other had a regiment. Suchrifes we 
often fee in life, without being able to give any fatisf« 
fadlory account of the means, and therefore afcribe 
them to the good fortune of the perfon. 

Both Colonel James and his brother-in-law were 
members of parliament: for as the uncle of the for* 
merhad left him, together with hiseflate, an almoft 
certain intereft in a borough, fo he chofe to confer 
this favour on Colonel Bath; a circumflance which 
would have been highly immaterial to mention here, 
but as it ferves to fet forth the goodnefs of James^ 
who endeavoured to make up in kindnefs to the fa* 
mily, what he wanted in fondnefs for his wife. ' 

Colonel James then endeavoured all in his poweJr 
to perfuade Booth to think again of a military life, 
and very kindly offered him his intereft towards ob- 
taining him a company in the regiment under his 
command. Booth muft have been a madman in his 
prefent circumftances to have hefitated one moment 
at accepting fuch an offer, and he well knew Amelia, 
notwithftanding her averfion to the army, was much 
too wife to make the leaft fcruple of giving her cori- 
fent. Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, mif- 
taken in his opinion of his wife's underftanding : for 
fhe made not the leafl objection when it was communi- 
cated to her, but contented herfelf with an exprefs 
ilipulation, that wherever he was commanded to go 
(for the regiment was now abroad) fhe would accom- 
panyhim. 

Booth therefore accepted his friend*^ propofal with 
a profufion o£ acknowledgments ; and it was agreed, 
that Booth ihoold draw op a memoHal of his preten- 
fions, which Colonel James undertook to prefent to 
fome man of power, and to back it with all tSie force 
he had. 

Nor did the friendfhip of the colonel fto|i here. 

« You will excufe me, dear Booth,' faid he, « if aft^ 

' what you have told me (for he had been vtry Explicit 

in revealing his affain lo \i\ift^ * 1 Irf^^ ys^ maft 
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* want money at this time. If that be the cafei as lan^ 
' certain it m aft be, I have fifty pieces at your fer- 
< vice/ This generoiity broaght the tears into Booth V 
eyes 1 and he at length confeSed, that he had not five 
gaioeas in the houle; apon which, James gave him 
a bank-bill for twenty pounds, and faid he would 
give him thirty more the next time he faw him. 

Thus did this generous colonel (for generous he 
really was to the higheft degree) reftore peace and 
comfort to this litile family ; and by this ad of be* 
■eficence make two of the worthieft people, two of the 
liappieft that evening, 

tiere, reader, give me leave to flop a minute to 
hment that fo few are to be found of this benign di{- 
poiitiou ; that while wantonnefs, vanity, avarice, and 
ambition are every day rioting and triumphing in the 
follies and weaknefs, the ruin and defolation of man- 
kind, fcarce one man in a thoufand is capable of tail- 
ing the happinefs of others. Nay, give me leave to 
wonder that pride, which is conftantly ftruggling, and 
*ften impofing on itfelf to gain fome little preemi- 
nence, (hould fo feldom hint to us the only certain 
as well as laudable way of fetting ourfeives above 
another man, and that is by becoming his bene- 
fador. 

CHAP. V. 

Containing an eulogium upon innocence^ and oiSirgravi 
matters, 

BOOTH pafTed that evening, and all the fucceed- 
ing day with his Amelia, without the interrup- 
tion of almoft a (ingle thought concerning Mifs Mat- 
thews, after having determined to go on the Sunday, 
the' only day he could venture without the verge in 
the prefent ftate of his affairs, and pay her what (he 
had advanced for him in the prifon. But (he had not 
ib long patience ; for the third day, while he was fit- 
ting with Amelia, a letter was brought to him^ As 
he knew the hand, he immediately puc^ it in his 
pocket unopened, not without fuch an alteration 
u his cottDtcnancc, that had AiQie\ia» iiVq "w^^ ^^^ 
I 4 ^\a?ivt.^ 
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playing with one of the children, caft her eyes to* 
wards him, Ihe mad: have remarked it. This acci* 
dent, however, luckily gave him time to recover him- 
ielf : for Amelia was fo deeply engaged with the little 
one, that (he did not even remark the delivery of the 
letter. The maid foon after returned into the room, 
faying, the chairman defired to know if there was any 
anfwer to the letter.—* What letter?* cries Booth.— 
*< The letter I gave you juft now," anfwered the girl.— 

* Sure,* cries Booth, * the child is mad; you gave me 

* no letter.'—" Yes, indeed I did, /ir," faid the poor 
girl. * Why then, as fure as fate,' cries Booth, ' I 

* threw it into the fire, in my reverie. Why, child, 

* why did you not tell me it was a letter? bid the 

* chairman come up— ftay, I will go down myfelf j 
« for he will otherwife dirt the Hairs with his feet.' 

Amelia was gently chiding the girl for her careleff- 
nefs, when Booth returned, faying, it was very true 
that (he had delivered him a letter from Coloneljames, 
and that perhaps it might be of confequence.. 

* However,' fays he, < I will (lep to the coffee ho ufe 

* and fend him an account of this flrange accident, 

* which I know he will pardon in my prefent fitua- 

* tion.' 

Booth was overjoyed at this efcap?, which poor 
Amelia's total want of all jealoufy and fufpicion made 
it very cafy for him to accompli fh : but his pUafure 
was considerably abated, when upon opening the let- 
ter, 'he found it to contain, mixed with feveral very 
ftrong cxpreflions of love, feme pretty warm ones of 
the upbraiding kind ; but what moft alarmed him was 
a hint, that it was in her power (Mifs Matthews's) 
to make Amelia as miferable as herfelf. Beiides, i]ji 
general knowledge of 

Funns quid famina fjjit% 

he had more particular reafons to apprehend the rage 
of a lady, who had given fo ftrong an indance how 
far fhe could carry her revenge. Sheh^^d already fent 
a chairman to his lodgings, with a pofitive command 
not to return withou; an anfwer to her letter. This 
JM^ht of itfelf have poRVA^ occ^^^ot^^^ ^M'w?^^^; 
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aund he chought lie had great reafon to fear, that if fhe 
did not carry matters (o far as purpofely and avowedly 
to reveal the fecret to Amelia, her indifcretion would 
at leaft effedt the difcovery of that which he would at 
any price have concealed. Under thefe terrors he 
might, I believe, be considered as the mod wretched 
of human beings. 

O innocence, how glorious and happy a portion art 
thou to the breafl that pofl*efles thee ? ihou fcareil nei- 
ther the eyes nor the tongues of men« Truth, the 
nooft powerful of all things, is thy drongeft friend ; 
and the brighter the light is, in which thou art dif- 
played, the more it difcovers thy tranfcendent beau- 
ties. Guilt on the contrary, like a bafe thief, fuf- 
peds every eye that beholds him to be privy to his 
tranfgreflions, and every tongue that mentions his 
name, to be proclaiming them. Fraud and falfehood 
are his weak and treacherous allies ; and he lurks 
trembling in the dark, dreading every ray of light, 
left it (hould djfcover him, and give him up to ihame 
and punifbment. 

While Booth was walking in the Park with all thefe 
horrors in his mind, he again met his friend Colonel 
James, who foon took notice of that deep concern 
which the other was incapable of hiding. After fome 
little con verfation. Booth faid, * My dear colonel, I 

* am fure I muft be the mofl infenfible of men, if I 

* did not look on yop as the beft and the trued friend; 
' I-wiilr therefore, without fcruple, repofe a confix 

* dence in you of the highefl kind. I have often made 

* you privy to my neceffities, I will now acquaint 

* you with my (hame, provided you have leifure 

* enough to give me a hearinj^ : for I muft open to 
« you a long, niftory, fince I will 001 reveal my fault, 
« without informing you, at the fame time, of thofh 

* circumftances, which, 1 hope, will in fomemeafure 
« excufe it.' 

The colonel very readily agreed to give his friend 
a patient hearing. So they walked diredlly to a 
co^ee-honfe at the corner of Spring Garden, where, 
being in a room by themfelves, Booth opened his 
whok he^tj and acquainted xVi^ ^oVis^ti^ "vi'v^ V\% 
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trooar with Mi^ Matihews from the '^ery beginnings 
to his receiving that letter which had caufed ail his 
prefent uneafinefs, and which he now delivered into 
his friend's hand. 

The' colonel read the letter very attentively twice 
over: (he was iilent indeed long enough to have read 
it oftener) and then turning to Booth, laid, •* Well, fir; 
*' and is it fo grievous a calainity to he the object of a 
** young lady's a fFedion; especially of one whom you al- 
<* low to be fo extremely handfomfe?" — * Nay, but my 

* dear fri<?nd,' ciies Booth, * do not jcft with me; yoti 

* who know my Amelia.' — *« Well, my dear friend,'* 
anfwered James, ** and y'ou know Amelia, and this 
** lady too- But what would you have me do for you?'* 

* I would have you give me your advice,' fays Booth* 

« by what method 1 fhall g^t rid of this dreadful wo- . 
« man without a difv-overy.' — ** And do you really,** 
cries the other, *• defire to get rid of her?'- — * Can yoa 

* doubt it,* faith Booth, * after what I have com- 

* municated to you, and after what you yourfelfhaVe 

* feen in my family? for I hope, notwithftandiog 
< this fatal-flip, I do not appear to you in the light 

* of a profligate.' — «* Well," anfwered James, " and 
•* whatever light I may appear to you in, if you are 
*• really tiied of the lady, and if Ihe be really what 
*• you have reprefen'ted her, Til endeavour to take her 
** off* your hands ; but I infill upon it^ that yoa dO 
** not deceive me in any particular.'* Booth protefled 
in the moft folemn manner, that every word which 
he had fpoken was ftridiy true; and being a fit e& 
whether he would give his honour never more to viflt 
the lady, he aifured James that he never would. He 
then, at hi& friend's requeft, delivered him Mifs Mat- 
thews's letter, in which was a fecond dire£tion tb 
her lodgings, and declared to him, that if he could, 
bring him fafely out of this teprible ^ffair^ he fhbulS 
think himielf to have a Hill higher obligation to hfs 
friend Ihip, than any which he had already received 
from it. , , 

Booth prelTed the colonel to gO home with him to 
dinner; but he excafed himfelf, beings as he faid, 
already engaged* Hofm«t> ^« ^MivtuiQkYik %kt af- 
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teraoon to do all in his power, thstt Booth (hould re. 
ceive no more alarms from the quarter of Mifs Mat- 
thews, whom the colonel undertook to pay all the 
demands fhe had on his friend. They then fepa* 
rated. The colonel went to dinner at the King's-^ 
Arms, and Booth returned in high fpirits to meet his 
Amelia. . 

The next day early in the morning, the colonel 
came to the coffeie-houfe, and lent for his friend, who 
lodged bat at a little diilance. The colonel told him 
he had a little exaggerated the lady's beauty ; how- 
c?er, he faid, he excufed that ; • for you might think 

* perhaps,' cries he, * that your inconftancy to th^ 

* nneft woman in the world, might want fome excufe, 

* Be that as it will,' faid he, * you may make your- 

* felf eafy, as it will be, I am convinced, your own 

* fault, if you have ever any further moleftation from 

* Mifs Matthews.' 

Booth poured forth very warmly a great profufion 
of gratitude on this occalion ; and nothing more any- 
wiie material paft at this interview, which was very 
ihort, the colonel being in a great hurry, as lie had 
he faid, fome bufinefs of very great importance to 
tr^nfa^l that morning. 

The colonel had now feen Booth twice; without re*^ 
mcmbering to give him the thirty pounds. This the 
latter imputed entirely to forgetful tie Is; for he had 
always found the promifes of the former to be equal 
in value with the notes or bonds of other people. He 
was more furprifed at what happened the next dayy 
when meeting his friend in the Park, he received onljr 
a cold falute from him ; and though he pail him five 
or dx times, and the colonel was walking with a fingl^ 
officer of no great rank, and with whom he feemed 
in no 6arnelt converfation ; yet could not Booth, who 
was alone, obtain any further notice from him. 

This gave the poor man fome alarm ; though he 
coald fcarce perfuade himfelf there was any deiign 
in all this coldnefs or foreetfulnefs. Once he imai 
gined that he had lefrei>ed himfelf in the colonel's 
' opinion, by having difcovered his inconftancy to Ame- 
lift ; but Vit kaofm thara&«t t)t xht ctt&t> ^t^^ctixV^ 
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cured him of this fufpiciony for he wajs a perfed li 
bertine with regard tQ women; that being indeed th 
principal blemifh in his charader, which ocherwif 
night have deferved much commendation for good 
nature, generoiity, and friendfhfp. But he carrie 
this one to a moft unpardonable height ; and made n 
fcruple of openly aeclaring, that if he ever liked 
woman well enoueh to be nneafy on her account, h 
would cure himfdf, if he could, by enjoying hej 
whatever might be the confequence. 

Booth could not, therefore, be perfuaded that th 
colonel would fo highly refent in another a faolty c 
which he was himfelf moil notorioufly guilty* Alte 
much con ii deration, he could derive this behavtoc 
from nothing better than a capricioufnefs inhisfriend 
temper, from a kind of inconflancy of mind, whic 
•makes men grow weary of their friends, with n 
more reafon than they often are of their miftrefies 
To fay the truth, there are jilts in friendship as wei 
as in love; and by the behaviour of fome inen i 
both, one would almoil imagine that they induilriouil 
fought to gain the affedions of others, with a vie« 
only of making the parties miferable. 

This was the confequence of the colonel's behaviou 
jto Booth. Former calamities had afflidied him ; bu 
this almoft diflradled him ; and the more fo, as he wa 
not able well to account for foch conduct, nor to cos 
ceive the reafon of ir« 

Amelia, at his return, prefently perceived thedifturt 
ance in his mind, though he endeavoured with hi 
utmoft power to hide it ; and he was at length pre 
vaiied upon by her entreaties to difcover to her th 
caufe of it ; which fhe no fooner heard, than (he ap 
plied as judicious a remedy to his difordered fpiriti 
as either of thofe great mental phyficians, Tully, o 
Ariftotle, could have thought of. She ufid many aj 
guments to perfuade him that he was in an error 
and had miflaken forgetfulnefs and careleiTnefs for 
dcfigned negled. 

But as this phyfic was only eventually good, an 
as its elHcacy depended on her being in the righti^ 
point in whicb Dae was uoi a^ \. v^ \m \qq {Q£tiv;e, ih 
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thought fit to add fome confolation of a more certain , 
and poiitive kind, * Admit,* faid (he, • my dear, 

* that Mr. James (hould prove the unaccountable per* 

* {on you have fufpefted, and fhould, withont being 

* able to alledge any caufe, withdraw his friendihip 

* from you (for furely the accident of burning bis 

* letter is too trifling and ridiculous to mention) why 

* fhould this grieve you ? the obligations he hath con- 

* ferred on you, 1 allow, ought to make his misfor- 
' tunes almoft your own ; but they fhould not, I 
' think, make you fee his faults fo very fenfibly, ef« 

* pecially when, by one of the greatefl faults in the 

* world committed againil yourfelf, he hath confidera- 

* bly lefTened all obligations : for fure, if the fame 
' perfon who hath contributed to my happinefs at 

* one time, doth every thing in his power malicioufly 
^ and wantonly to make me miferable at another, I 

* am very little obliged to fuch a perfon. And let 
< it be a comfort to my dear Billy, that however 

* other friends may prove falfe and fickle to him, he 

* hath one friend, whom no inconflancv of her own, 

* nor any change of his fortune, nor time, nor age, 

* nor ficknefs, nor any accident can ever alter ; but 

* who will eileem, will love, and doat on him for 

* ever.* So faying, fhe flung her fnowy arms about 
his neck, and gave him a carefs fo tender, that it 
feemed almbft to balance all the malice of his fate. 

And, indeed, the behaviour of Amelia would have 
jnade him completely happy, in defiance of all ad« 
verfe circumflances, had it not been for thofe bitter 
ingredients which he himfelf had thrown into his cup; 
and which prevented him from truly reliihing his 
Amelia*s fweetnefs, by cruelly reminding him how 
unworthy he was of this excellent creature. 

Booth did not long remain in the dark as to the 
condud of James, which, at firfl, appeared to him 
to be fo great a myflery; for this very afternoon he 
received a Jetterfrom Mifs Matthews, which unravel* 
led the whole affair. By this letter, which was full 
of bitternefs and upbraiding, he difcovered that James 
was his rival with that lady, and was, indeed, the iden« 
^cal perfon who had fent the huadced oo^ud ciotA vq, 
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Mifs Matthews, when in the prifon. He had reafon 
to believe likewife, as well by the letter as by othef 
circumftances, that James had been hitherto an un- 
fuccefsfal lover: for the lady, though (he had forfeit- 
ed all title to virtue, had not yet fo far forfeited all 
pretenfions to delicacy, as to be, like the dirt in the 
ftreet, indiflPerently common to all. She diftributed 
her favours only to thofe (he liked, in which number 
thatgentlemanhadnoithehappinefsof beingincluded* 

When Booth had made this difcovery, he was not 
fo little verfed in human nature, as any longer to he- 
fitate at the true motive of the colonel's condu£l; for 
he well knew how odious a fight a happy rival is to 
an unfortunatevlover. I believe he was, in reality, 
glad to aiSgn the cold treatment he had received from 
his friend to a caufe which, however unjuftifiable, is, 
at the fame time, highly natural ; and to acquit him 
of a levity, ficklenefi, and caprice, which he muH: 
have been unwillingly obliged to have feenin a much 
worfe light. 

He now refolved to take the iirft opportunity of ac* 
coding the colonel, and of coming to a perFeft expla- 
nation upon the whole matter. He debated likewife 
with himfelf, whether he (hQuld not throw himfelf 
at Amelia's feet, and confefs ia crime to her, which 
he found fo httle hopes of concealing, and which he 
forefaw would occaiion him fo many difficulties and 
terrors to endeavour to conceal. Happy had it been 
for him, had he wifely purfued thisllcp; fince, in all 
probability, he would have received immediate for- 
givenefs from the bcfl of women; but he had not 
fufficient refolution; or, to fpeak, perhaps, more 
truely, he had too much pride to confefs his guilt, 
and preferred the danger of the higheft inconvenient 
Ces to the certainty of being put to the blQ(h. 

C H A P- VI. 

In nAfinch may appear that atioknce is/omitimes d9ne H 

ibe nami of lo<ve. 

WHEN that happy day came, in which nil- 
hallowed hands are forbidden to contaminate 
sheOiOQlden o/ihc fiiif(MKaa«ie> l^oodx^vittA e^rly to 
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thecoloners hoafe, and being admitted *toliis pre- 
fence, began with great freedom, though with great 

fentlenefs, to complain of his not having dealt with 
im with more opennefs. 'Why, my dear colonel,* 
faid he, ' woald you not acquaint me with that fecret 

• which this letter hath difclofed ?' James read the let- 
ter, at which his countenance changed more than once) 
and then, after a fhort filence, faid, * Mr. Booth, I 
^ have been to blame, I own it ; and you upbraid m6 

• with juftice. The true reafon was, that I wa^ 

• aihamed of my own folly. D— n me, Booth', if I 

• have not been a moll con fum mate fool, a very dupft 
' to this woman ; and (he hath a particular pleafure lii 
' making me fo. 1 know what the impertinence of 

• virtue is, and I can fubmit to it ; but to be treated 

• thus by a whore. — You mutt forgive me, dear Booth J 

• but your fuccef* was a kind of triumph over me 

• which I could not bear. 1 own, 1 have not the leaft 

• rea(on to conceive any anger againft you ; and yer, 

• curfe me, if 1 (hould not have been lefs difpleafed 

• at your lying with my own wife; nay, I could al- 

• moft have parted with half my fortune to you morfe^ 

• willingly, than have fuffcred you to receive that 

• trifle of my money, which you received at her hand^. 

• However, { alk your pardon, and I promife you, t 

• will never more think of you with the leaft ill>wiU^ 

• on the account of this woman ; hut as for her,. 

• d— n me, if I do not enjoy her by fome means or 

• other, whatever it cofts me ; for I am already above 
< two hundred pounds out of pockety without having^ 

• fcarce had a fmile in return.' 

Booth exprefled much aftonifhment at this declara- 
tion ; he faid, ' he could not conceive how it was pof^ 

• fible to havefuch an affedtion for a woman, who did 

• not (how the leaft inclination to return it.* — Jame^ 
gave her a hearty curfe, and faid, ' Pox of her in- 

• clination ; I want only the pofleffion of her perfon ; 
« and that you will allow is a very fine one. But,befides 
^ my paffion for her, ftic hath now piqued my pridtf; 
■ for how can a man of my fortune brook being re- 
« fufed by a whore ?*— <« Since you are fo fct on the 
•• bufincie/' cried Booih» «* youtitlltSLOjfeiKiX^v 
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** ing fo, I fancy you bad better change yoar method 
** of applying to her : for, as (he is, perhaps, the 
** vaineft woman upon earth, your bounty may proba* 
•* bly do you little fervice ; nay, may rather adually 
*' difoblige her. Vanity is plainly her predominant 
<< paflion, and, if yon will adminifter to that, it will 
** infallibly throw her into your arms. To this I at- 
** tribute my own unfortunate fuccefs. While fhe re* 
** lieved my wants and diflrelTes, fhe was daily feeding 
•* her own vanity ; whereas, as every gift of yoor's af« 
«* ferted your fuperiority, it rather offended thaa 
** pleafed her. Indeed women generally love to be of 
** the obliging fide ; and if we examine their fa* 
^< vourites, we fhall find them to be much oftner fuch 
<* as they have conferred obligations on, than fuch as 
•• they have received them from." 

There was fomething in this fpeech which pleafed 
the colonel ; and he faid with a (mile, * I don't know 
« how it is,Will ; but you know women better than I.* 
•* Perhaps, colonel," anfwered Booth, ** I have (ludied 
•* their minds more." — * I don't however much envy 
« you your knowledge,' replied the other : * for I never 
< think their minds worth confidering. However, I 

* hope I fhall profit a little by your experience with 

* Mifs Matthews. Damnation feife the proud info- 
« lent harlot 1 the devil take me, if I don't love her 
« more than I ever loved a woman !* 

The reft of their converfation turned on Booth's af- 
fairs. The colonel again reafTumed the part of a 
friend, gave him the remainder of the money, and 
promifed to take the firft opportunity of laying hie 
memorial before a great man. 

Booth was greatly overjoyed at this fuccefs. No- 
thing now lay on his mind, biit to conceal his fiailty 
from Amelia, to whom he was afraid Mifs Matthews^ 
in the rage of her refentment, would communicate it* 
This apprehenfion made him flay almoftconftantly at 
home i and he trembled at every knock at the door. 
His fear moreover betrayed him into a meannefs, 
which he would have heartily defpifed on any other 
occafion. This was to order the maid to deliver him 
MO/ letter dircded to Am^Ua^ a\.\.V)L«Came time ftriaiy 
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charging her not to ac(}uaint her miflrefs with her 
having received any fuch erilers. 

A lervant of any acutenefs would have formed 
flrange conjedlures from fuch an injun£lion ; but this 
poor girl was of pcrfed fimplicity ; fo creat. indeed 
was her, fimplicity* that had not Amelial)een void of 
all fufpicion of her hufband, the maid would have fooa 
after betrayed her matter. 

One afternoon while they were drinking tea, little 
Betty, fo was the maid called , came into the room ; 
and Ciilling her mailer forth^ delivered him a card 
which was direded to Amelia. Booth having read the 
card, on his return into the room, chid the girl for 
calling him, faying, if you can read, child, you muft 
fee it was Jiredlcd to your miftrefs. — To this thcj^irl 
anfwered pertly enough. I am fure, fir, you ordered 
me to bring every letter firft t9 vou. This hint, with 
many women,wou]dhave been fufHcient to have blowa 
up the whole affair ; but Amelia, who heard what the 
girl faid, through the medium of love and confidence, 
iSLW the matter in a much better light than itdeferved; 
and looking tenderly on herhufband, faid, <Indeed,- 

* my love, I onuH blane you for a condudl, which, 
' perhaps, I ought rather to praife, as it proceeds only 

* from the extreme tendernefs of your afi^edlion. But, 
« why will you endeavour to keep any fecrets from me } 

* believe me, for my own fake you ought not : for as 

* you cannot hide the confequences, you make me al- 

* ways fufpeft ten times woHe than the reality. While 

* 1 have you and my children well before my eyes, I 

* am capable of facing any news which can arrive: 

* for what ill news can come (unlefs indeed it co«« 

* cerns my little babe in the country) which doth not 

* relate to thebadnefsofourcircumilancesPand thoie, 

* 1 thank Heaven, we have now a fair profpe6i of fe- 

* trieving. Befides, dear Billy, though my under- 

* Handing be much inferior to your's, I have fome* 

* times bad the happinefs of luckily hitting on fome 

* argument which hath afforded you comfort. This 
< you know, my dear, was the cafe with reeard to Co« 

* lonel James, whom 1 perfuaded you to think you had 

* mHakcn, and yoa fee die evtux ^\<yiCL^ ^gci^ \ti >^i^ 
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• right.' So happily, both for herfcif and Mr. Booth* 
did the excellence of this good woman's difpofitioa 
deceive her, and force her to fee every thing in the 
snoil advantageous light to her hu/band. 

The card being now infpefted, was found to con- 
tain the compliments of Mrs. James to Mrs. Booths 
with an account of her being arrived in town, and 
having brought with her a very great cold. Amelia* 
was overjoyed at the news pf her arrival ; and havingp 
drcft herfelf in the utmoft hurry, left her children to 
the care of 4ier husband, and ran away to pay her 
l*efpe£ts to her friend, whom (he loved with a moft 
£ncere affection. But how was (he difappointed, 
when, eager with (he utmoft impatience, aad exulting 
with the thoughts of prefently feeing her beloved 
friend, (he was anfwered at the door, that the lady was 
not at home ! nor could (he upon telling her n^me, ob- 
tain any admiffion. This, confidering the account fhe 
had received of the lady's cold, greatly furprifed her j 
and (he returned home very much vexed at her difap- 
pointment. 

Amelia, who- had nbfufpicion thatMrs. Jkmes wa» 
really at home, and, as the phrafe is, was denied, 
would have made a fecond viiit the next morning, had 
file not been prevented by a cold, which (he hc.rfelf 
now got, and which was attended with a flight fever. 
This confined her feveral days to her houfe, during 
which Booth officiated as her nurfe, and never flirred 
from her. . 

In all this time fhe heafd not a word from Mr9» 

James, which gave her fome aneafinefs, but more 

aftoniftiment. The tenth day, when (he was perfeAly 

i'ecovered, about nine in the evening, when (he and 

her hufband were juft going to fupper, (he heard a 

moft violent thundering at the door^ a^id prefently after 

a ruftlingoffilk upon her ftair-cafe ; at the fame time 

a female voice cried out pretty loud—* Blefs me! 

« what, am I to climb up another pair of (lairs ?* upoa 

which, Amelia, who well knew the voice, prefently 

ran to the door, and ufhered in Mrs. Jarties moft fpten- 

^Idly dre^ ; who put on as fotta^il a countenance, and 

itiade as formal a cotjTttfy to Yvat o\^ ^wtA^ %ASi ^t 

i^dbcen her very diftaux acc^vxi\nxwi^^% 
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Poor Ametuiy who was going to rafh into her friend's 
arms, was ftruck motionlefs t}y this behaviour ; bat 
recolled^in^ her fpirits^ as (he had an excellent pre. 
fence of mind, (he prefently underdood what the lady 
meant, and refolved to treat her in her own way. 
Down therefore the company fat, and filence pre- 
vailed for fome time, during which Mrs. James fur- 
Teyed the room with more attention than (he would 
have beftowed on one much finer. Ac length the con- 
Verfation began, in which the weather and thediver- 
fions^of the town were well canvaHed. Amelia, who 
was a woman of great humour, performed her part to 
admiration ; fo that a by (lander would have doubted, 
in every other article than drefs, which of the two 
was the moft accomplifhed fine lady. 

After a vifit of twenty minutes^ during which, ndt 
a word of any formeroccurrences was mentioned, nor 
indeed any fubjed of difcourfe ftarted, except only 
thofe two above-mentioned, Mrs. James rofefrom her 
chair, and retired in the fame formal manner in which 
Ihe had approached. We will purfue her, for the fake 
of the contraft, daring the reft of the evening. She 
went from Amelia diredly to a route, where £e fpent 
two hours in a croud of company, talked again and 
again over the diverfions and news of the town, 
played two rubbers at whift, and then retired to her 
own apartment, where, having pad another hour in 
sndremng herfelf, ihe went to her own bed. 

Booth and his wife, the moment their companion 
was gone, fat down to fupper on a piece of cold meat, 
the remains of their dinr.er. After which, over a pint 
of wine, they entertained themfelves for a while with 
the ridiculous behaviour of their vifitant. But Amelia 
declaring ihe rather faw her as the objeftof pity than 
anger, turned the difcourfe to pleafanter topics. The 
little adions of their children, the former (cenes, and 
future profpedls of their life, furnifhed them with many 
pleafant ideas, and the contemplation of Amelia's re- 
covery thr^w Booth into raptures. At length they 
retired happy in each other. 

It is poffible fome readers may be no lefs furi^rifed 
at die behaviour of Mrs, \aia««« \!^)ix h(^\ Ktct^^ 
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berfelf, fince they may have perhaps received fo fa* 
Tourable an impreflion of that lady from the account 
given of her by Mr. Booth, that her prefent demeanour, 
may feem unnatural and inconfiftent with her former 
character. But they will be pleafed to confider the 

§reat alteration in her circumdances, from a date of 
ependency on a brother, who was himfelf no better 
than a foldier of fortune, to that of being wife to a 
man of a very large edate, and conHderable rank in life. 
And what was her prefent behaviour more than that 
of a fine lady, who confidcred form and (how as ef- 
fential ingredients of human happinefs, and imagined 
all friendOiip to coniift in ceremony, courtefies, mei^ 
YageSy and viiits? in which opinion (hehath thehoo ^ 
ilour to think with much the larger part of one fex, 
and DO fmall number of the other..^ 

CHAP. VII. 

Containing a verj extraordinary and plea/ant incident m 

THE next evening Booth and Amelia went to 
walk in the Park with ^leir children. They 
were now on the verge of the Parade, and Booth was 
defcribing to his wile the feveral buildings round it ; 
when, on a fndden, Amelia miffing her little boy, 
cried out, where's little Billy ? upon which. Booth 
cafting his eyes over the grafs, faw a foot- foldier (bak- 
ing the boy at a little diflance. At this fight, without 
making any anfwer to his wife, he leapt over the rails ; 
and running directly up to the fellow, who had a (ire« 
lock with a bayonet fixed in his hand, he feized him 
by the collar and tripped up his heels, and at the fame 
time wreded his arms from him. A ferjeant upon 
duty feeing the affray at fome diftance, ran prefently 
up, and being told what had happened, gave the 
fentinel a hearty curfe, and told him he deferved to be 
hanged. A by-dander gave this information; for 
Booth was returned with his little boy td meet Ame- 
lia, who daggered towards him as* fad as (he could, 
all pale and breathlefs, and fcarce able to fupport her 
tottering limbs. The ferjeant now came np to Booth, 
to mttkc an apologv foi x.Vv^V^c\xvi\^^ ^^\\A%Adier% 



Chap. 7* AMELIA. 189 

when of a fudden he turned almofl as pale as AmHia 
herfelf. He ftcx)d iilent whilil Booth was employed ia 
comforting and recovering his wife; and then ad** 
dreffing himfelf to him, faid, < Blefs met Lieutenant, 

* coold I imagine it had been your honour ; and was 
^ it my little mafler that the rafcal ufed fo-^I am glad 
■ I did not know it, for I (hould certainly have run 

* my halberc into him.* 

Booth prefently recognized his old faithful (ervant 
Atkinfon, and gave him a hearty greeting; faying, he 
was very glad to fee him in his prefent iitaation* 

* Whatever I am,* anfwered the ferjeant, * I (hall 

* always think I owe it to your honour.' Then tak- 
ing the little boy by the hand — he cried, * what a 
' vaft fine young gentleman mailer is grown !* and 
curfing the foldier*s inhumanity, fwore heartily he 
would make him pay for it. 

As Amelia was much difordered with her fright, 
fhe did not recolleft her fofter- brother, till he was in- 
troduced to her by Booth ; but (he no fooner knew him, 
than (he beftowed a mod obliging fmile on him ; and 
calling him by the name of honefl Joe, faid (he was 
heartily glad to fee him in England.—* See, my dear,* * 
cries Booth, * what preferment your old friend is come 

* to. You would fcarce know him, I believe, in Jiis pre- 
"* fent ftate of finery/ — <• I am very well pleafed to fee 
•* it," anfwered Amelia, *«and I wi(h him joy of being 
•* made an officer, with all my heart.*' In fa6l, from 
what Mr. Booth faid, joined to the ferjeant's laced 
coat, (he believed that he had obtained acommiffion. 
So weak and abfurd is human vanity, that this miilake 
of Amelia's poflibly put poor Aikinfonout of counte- 
nance ; for he looked at this inftant more filly than he 
had ever done in his life ; and making her a moft rc- 
fpeflful bow, muttered fomething about obligations, 
in a fcarce articulate or intelligible manner. 

The ferjeant had, indeed, among many other qua. 
fities, that modefty which a Latin author honours by 
the name of ingenuous: nature had given him this, 
notwithftanding the meannefi of his birth; and fix years 
converfation in the army had not taken it away. To 
fay the truth, he was a noble fellow •, ^tvd Kmt\\^> Vi^' 
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fuppofing he had a commiffion in the guards, had beea 
guilty of no affront to that honourable body. 

Booth had a real .-tiFedion for Atkinfon, though ia 
fafh he knew not half his merit. He acquainted hioi 
with his lodgings, where he.earneilly defired to feo 
him. 

Amelia, who was far from being recovered front 
the terrors into which the feeing her hu&and engaged 
with the foidier had thrown her, defired to go home; 
nor was (he well able to r/alk without fome affiflance. 
While fhe fupported her felf therefore on her hufband's 
aifffi, fhe told Atkinfon, fhe fhould be obliged to him, 
if he would take care of the children. He readily ac- 
cepted the office ; but, upon offering his hand toMifs, 
fhe refufed, and burll into tears. Upon which, the 
tender mother refigned Booth to her children, and put 
herfelf under the ferjeant's protedion ; who conduced 
her fafe home, though (he often declared fhe feared fhe 
ihould drop down by the way. The fear of which fo 
affefled the ferjeant, (for befides the honour which he 
himfelf had for the lady, he knew how tenderly his 
friend loved her) that he was unable to fpeak ; and 
had not his nerves been fo flrongly braced that nothing 
could fhake them, he had enough in his mind to have 
kt him a trembling equally with the lady. 

When they arrived at the lodgings, the miftrefs of 
the houfe opened the door, who, feeing Amelia's con- 
dition, threw open the parlour, and begged her to 
walk in ; upon which fhe immediately flung herfelf 
into a chair ; and all prefent thought flie would have 
fainted away— However (he efcaped that mifery., and 
having drank a glafs of water with a little white wine 
nixed in it, fhe began, in a little time, to regain her 
complexion ; and at length affured Booth that fhe wait 
perfedly recovered ; but declared fhe had never under- 
gone fo much, and earneHly begged him never to be 
to rafh for the future. She then called her little boy, 
and gently chid him ; faying, * you muft never do fof 

* more, Billy ; you fee what mifchief you might have 

* brought upon your father; and what you have made 

* me fuffer.' — * La! mama,' faid the child, * what 
^ h^m did 1 40? I did not kivovf that people might 
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-^ not walk in the green fields in London. T am fare 
^ if I did a fault, the man punifhed me enough for 
• It; for he pinched me almoft through my flender 
-' arm.' He then bared his little arm, which was 
:greatly difcolourcd by the injury it had received- 
Booth uttered a mod dreadful execration at this fight; 
and the ferjeant, who was now prefent» did the like. 

Atkinfon now returned to his^uard, and went di«i 
leGdy to the officer to acquaint him with the foldier's 
uhumanity; but he, who was about fifteen years of 
age, gave the ferjeant a great curfe, and faid the foU 
dier had done very wellj for that idle boys oughrto 
be correded. This however did not fatisfy poor At* 
kinfon* who the next day, as foon as the guard wat 
Telievedy beat the fellow moft unmercifully, and told 
him he would remember him as long as he flayed in 
the regiment. 

Thus ended this trifling adventure, which fome 
readers will, perhaps, be pleafed with feeing related 
at full length. None, I think, can fail drawing one 
obfervation from it; namely, how capable the moft in^ 
.fignificant accident is of diflurbing human happinefs, 
and of producing the mofk unexpefted and dreadful 
«veiit8. A lefledion which may &rve to many moral 
and religious ufes. 

This accident produced the firft acquaintance be* 
tween the miflrefs of the houfe, and her lodgers ; for 
hitherto they had fcarce exchanged a word together. 
But the great concern which the good woman had 
ihown on Amelia's account at this time, was not like« 
ly to pafs unobferved, or unthanked either by the hufl. 
band or wife. Amelia, therefore, as foon as fhe was 
' able to go up flairs, invited Mrs. Ellifon (for that was 
lier name) to her apartment, and defired the favour of 
Jier to flay to fupper. She readily complied ; and they 
pafled a very agreeable evening together, in which tho 
two women feemed to have conceived a mofl extraor* 
dinary liking to each other. 

Though beauty in general doth not greatly recomr 
mend one woman to another, as it is too apt to create 
envy; yet, in cafes where this pafiion doth not inter- 
fere, a fine woman is often a pleafing objed even tp 
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fome of her own fex; efjpecially when her beaaty 1$ 
attended with a ceruin ^ir of afiability, as was that 
of Amelia in the highefl dfeeree. She was, indeed, 4 
mofl charming woman; and I know not. whether the 
little fear on her nok did not rather add to^ than di« 
minifh her beaatv. 

Mrs. ElHfon, therefore, was as much charmed with 
the lovclincfi of her fair lodger, as with all her other 
engaging qualities. She was, indeed, fo taken with 
Amelia's beauty, that (he could not refrain froin cryr 
ing out in a kind of tranfport of admiration, *, Upon 

* my word. Captain Booth, you are the happielil man 
' in the world. Your lady is fo extremely handfome* 

* that one cannot look at her without pleafure>i* 
This good woman herfelf had none of thefp attifac- 

tive charms to the eye. Her perfon was il^ort, and 
immoderately fat; her features were none of the moil 
Tegular; and her complexion (if indeed (he ever had 
. a good one) had confiderably fulFered by time. 

Her good humour and complaifance, however, were 
Irighly pleafing to Amelia. Nay, why (h.ould. we con- 
ceal the fecret fatisfadion which that lady felt fro«i 
the compliments paid to her perfon? fince fuch of my 
readers as like her beft will not be iforry to find that 
fte was a woman. 

CHAP. VIII. 
ContmMtfig 'various matttrt%^ 

A Fortnight had now pafled, finpe Booth had feen 
or heard from the colonel; which did not a lit- 
tle furprife him, as thev had parted fo good friends, 
and as he had fo cordially undertaken .his caufe con- 
cerning the memorial, on which all his hop^s de- 
pended. . . . 

The nneafinefs which this gav^ him, farther en-- 
creafed on finding that his friend refufed to fee him: 
for he had paid the colonel a vifit at nine in the morn- 
ing, and was told he was not (lirring; and at his retarn 
back an hour afterwards, the fervant faid his mailer 
was gone out ; of which Booth was certain of the falfe* 
hoodi for he had, during that whole hour, wallced 
I back- 
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backwards and forwards within figfit of thecolo* 
nel's door, and onuft have feen him, if he had gone 
oat within that time. 

The good colonel, however, did not long fufFer his 
friend to continue in the deplorable ftatc oi anxiety • 
f^r the very next morning Booth received his memo- 
rill enclofed in a letter, acqaainti*ig him that iVIr<. 
James had mentioned his affair to the perfon he pro- 
pbfrd ; but the great man had fo many engage- 
ments on his hands, that it was impoITibie tor him to 
make any further promifes at this time. 

The Cold and diftant ftile of this Ktter, and indeed 
the whole behaviour of James, fo different from what 
ic had been formerly, had fomething fo royilerious in 
it, that it greatly puzzled and perplexed poor Boo^h ; 
and it was fa long before he was able to foli-e it, that 
the -reader's curiofity will, perhaps, be obliged to us 
for not leaving him fo long in the dark as to this mat- 
ter. The true reafon then of the colonel's condu/l was 
this: his unbounded generoiity, togcthtr with the 
unbounded extravagance, and confu^aently the great 
aeceflity of Mifs Matthews, had at length overcome 
thecruelty of that lady, with whom he iikewife had 
luckily no rival. Above all, the defire of being re- 
venged on Booth, with whom (he was to the higheft 
degree enraged, had perhaps contributed not a iittle 
to his fneceu: for flie had no fooner condefcended to 
a familiarity with her new lover, and difcovered that 
Captain James, of whom (he had beard Co much from 
Booth, was no other than the identical colonel, than 
ihe employed every art of which (he was midrefs to 
make an atter breach of friendfliip between thefe two. 
For thispurpofe ihe did not fcruple to infinunte, that 
the colonel was not at allobliged to the charadlergiven 
of him by his friend ; and to the account of this latter 
flif placed moft of the cruelty which (he had ihown to 
the former. 

Had the colonel made a proper ufe of his realbn, 
and fairly examined the probability of the fadl, he 
could fcarce have been impofed upon to belit- ve a mat- 
ter fo inconiiftent with all he knew cf Booth, and in 
which that gentleman muB have finned a^ainiiall the 
Vol. X. K Vac«4\ 
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laws of honour withoat any viiible t^nfptttion; But 
infolemn fadl, the colonel was fo intoxicated with his 
love, that it was in the power of his mifti-cfs to havr 
perfaaded him of any thing; befides^ he: had an in- 
tereft in giving her credit : for he was not a little 
pltftfed with finding a reafon for hating the man, 
whom he could not help hating without any reafon, .atr 
leaft, without any which he durfl fairly a^ign eveff ta. 
himfelf. Henceforth, therefore, he abandoned all 
friendfhip for Booth; and was more inclined to pat 
him out of the world, than to endeavour any longer 
at fupporting him in it* 

Booth communicated thisletter to Eiswifb, whoen- 
deavoured, as ufual, to the utmollofher povTer, to 
confole him under one of the greateftafflidions, which, 
I think, can befal a man, namely, the unkindnefsjof. 
a friend ; but he had luckily at the fame time the 
greatell blefiing in his poHeffion, the kindneft erf a 
Siithfttl and beloved wife. A bleffing, however^ which, 
though it compenfates moft of the evils of life,- ra* 
ther ferves to aggravate the misfortune of diftrf fled 
circumflances, ^om the confideration of the (bare 
which (he is to bear in them. 

This afternoon Amelia received a feoond vifit from 
Mrs. EUifon, who acquainted her, that (be had a pre- 
fent of a ticket for the oratorio, which would carry 
two perfons into the gallery; and therefore begged 
the faivour of her company thither. 

Amelia with many thanks acknowledged the di^ility 
ofMrs EUifon ; but declined accepting her offifr; 
upon which. Booth very (Irenuoufly infifted on her 
going, and faid to her — *My dear, if you knew thr 

* fatisfa^ion I have in any of your pleafiire8« I am 
*" convinced you would not refufe the favour MrSbfillt- 
' fon is fo kind to offer you ; for as you are a lover o£ 

* mufick, you, who have never been at an oratopbi, 

* cannotconceivehowyou will bedelighted**— **I wttt 

* know your goodnefs, my dear,* aniwered Amelia, 

* but I cannot think of leaving my children . withoat 

* fome perfon more proper to take care of them than 

* this poor girl.'— Mrs. EUifon removed this objec- 
don, by oiSering her own fervant» a very difcreet roa* 

uon. 
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trpn, to attend them; but notwichftandi nor thi3j and 
all (he could fay, with theaflidance of Booth, and of 
the children themfelves, Amelia fliil perfided in her 
refafal ; and the mitlrefs of the houfe, who knew how 
far eood breeding allows perfons to be preffing on 
tliefe occadons, took her leave. 
-. She was no fooncr departed, than Amelia, looking 
tenderly cm her huibandj faid — ' How can you, my 

* dear creature, think that mufichath any charms for 
' xne at this time — Or indeed do you be]ie«re that 1 am 

* capable of. any fen fation worthy the name of plea* 
' fure, wlicn neither you nor my children are prefent^ 
' or bear any part; of it?' 

■ An officer of the regiment to which Booth had for- 
merly belonged, hearing from Atkinfon where he 
lodged, now came tor pay him a vifit. He told him 
that ff vera! of their old acquaintance were to meet the 
next Wedirefday at' a tavern, and very flrongly prefied 
him to be one of the company. Booth was, in truth, 
what is called a hearty felio at; and loved now and then 
to take a dlearful gla(« with his friends ; but he ex- 
cufed himfelf at this time. His friend declared hd 
would take no denial, and he gro.vjng ^cry import 
Cunate, Amelia at length feconded him. Upon this 
Booth anfwered— ' W^'^ my dear, fince you deiire 
*.iBe, I will comply*, but on one condition, thatyoir 
' go at the fame time to the oratorio.' A^melia thought 
thifi requeft reafonable enough, and gave her con fen t ; 
of which Mrs. Eiltfon prefcntly received the news, 
aad with great fatififadion. 

It may, perhaps, be aiked why Booth could go to 
the tavern and not to the oratorio with his wife. Fa 
troth then^ the^tavern was within hallowed ground, 
that is to fay, in the verge of the court; for of five 
officers that were to meet there, three, be fides Booth, 
were confined to that air, which hath been always 
iband extremely wholefome to a broken military con- 
ftitutlon. And here, if the good reader will pardon 
the pun, he will fcarce be off^ended at the obfervation ; 
fince, how is itpoflible that* without ranr>ing in debt, 
any perfons (hould maintain the drefs and appearance 
of a g«ntleman, whoiie income is- not half io good as 
K 2 * V^-^ 
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Ih^t of a pjorter ? It is true/ thdit this alloivance, fmall 
as it is. k a great expence to the public; but if fe. 
veral more n^nnecefTary charges were fpaned, the pubjic 
mighty perhaps, bear a little increafeof thi't withoot 
much fceliQgit. -They would not^ I am fure, have 
equal reafon to complain at contributing to tire main- 
tenance of a fee of brave fellowr, who»' at the hazard 
oti their healthy their limbs^ and their Hires^'have 
maintained the fafety and hooburof-thtfir country ;^ 
as when they find thetnfelves taxed ta the fupp'ort of 
a fet of drones, who have not the lead merit or chim 
to their favour ; and W'ho, without contributing in 
any manner to the good of the hive, live luxurtouHy 
en the labours of iiie induftrious bee. 

C H A P- IX. 

In which Amelia, wthherfrie.nd^goesto the Oral 6rio^ 

NOTHING happened between the Monday 
and theWednefday worthy a place in this hiftory. 
Upon the evening; of the latier, the two ladies went to 
the oratorio, ana were there time enough to get a £rft 
row in the gallery. Indeed, there was only one per- 
fon in the honfe when they came: for Amelia's incli- 
nations, when ihegave a loofe to them, were pretty 
eager for this diverfion, (he beine a great lover of 
jnuiic, and particularly Mr. Handel's compofitions* 
Mrs. £llifon was, I fuppofe, a great lover likewifeof 
Biufick, for (he was the more impatient of the two ; 
which was rather the more extraordinary, as thcfeen- 
tertainmcnts were not fuch novelties to her as they 
'were to poor Amelia. 

Though our ladies arrived full two hours before 
they faw the back of Mr. Handel ; yet this timp of 
expe^ation did not hang extremely bravy oq their 
hands ; for befides their own chat, they had the cOjm- 
pany of a gent)ema.n, whom they found at their firft 
arrival in the galie/y; and who, tliough plainly, or 
rather roughly dre/Ted, very luckily for lAe women 
happened to be not only well-bred, but a perfon of verjr 
lively converfation.The gentleman Qn his part feeqied 
Jb/giiJ/ charmed with. Amelia, an^d^ia h&, w^s,fo,: 
I for, 
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for* {bough he reftraincd himfelf entirely within the 
raks of good' breeding, yet was he in the higheil dew 

free oHicioas to critch at every opportunity of ihoving 
isirefped, and do-ng her little fervicei. He pro* 
cored bef^a b'Ok and wax-candle, and held the candle 
for^ner himieif daring ihe whole entertainment. 
' ^c the end of the oratorio, he declared he would 
not leave the ladies till he had feen them fafe into theiir 
chairs or coach ; and at the fame time very cirnellly 
entreated that he might have the honour oF waiting 
Oi^.thens; .Upon which Mrs. Ellifon, who was a very 
gop4-ha'POured woman, anfwered — * A\ , Sir, fare, if 

* ypu.plpaie ; youjhave been very obliging to as ; and 
.' a.tlifh of tea (hall, be at your fervice at any time { 

* ana then told him where (he lived.' 

The ladies were nofooner fcated in the'r hacfency- 
coach. than Mrs. Ellifon burll into a lead h.ughrcr, 
and cried— * I'll he hanged, madam, if yo j have rii t 
' made a conqueft to night ; ahd what is very plec- 

* ^nt, I believe the poor gentleman takes you for 4 

* iinglpl^dy.' — • Nay/ aniwered Amelia very grave- 
ly, • I prottft I began to think at lall he was rather 
■ too particular, though he did 1 ot venture at a word 

* that I could be ofFeniled at ; but if you fancy any 

* fuch thing> I am forry you invited Him to drink tea.* 

* Why {oi* replitd Mrs. Ellifon, * Are'yon s^ngry 

* with. a man for liking yon ? if y;.il a^-e, ^pt will be 

* angry with almoft every man that fees j[Ou. If I 

* was a man myfelfy I declare I fhouM be in the nunf- 

* ber of your admirers. Poor gentleman, I pity him 

* heartily ; he little knowis that you have not a heart 

* to difpofe of. For my own part, I. (liould n6t be 

* furprized at feeing a ferious propofal of marriage : 

* for I ain convinced he is a man of fortune, not on* 

* ly by the politeneft of his addrcfs, but by the fine- 
' nefs of his linen, and that valuable diamond ring oa 

* his finger. But yoq will fee more of him when he 
** comes to tea.'—* Indeed 1 (hall not,' anfwered Ame» 
lia, ^ though I believe you only rally me : I hope you 

* have a better opinion of me,' than to think I would 

* go willingly into the company of a man, who had 
' an improper liking for me.' Mrs. Ellifon, who was 

K 3 ^^^ 
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one of the gayeft women in the world, repented the 
words, improper likinp, with a laugh ; and cried, 

• My dear Mrs. Booth, Relieve me, yba arc too hand- 

• fome and too good-humoured for a p/ode. How 

• can youaffeft being offended at v^^bat 1 am convinced 
' is the greateft pleafure of womankind, and chiefly f 

• believe of us virtuous women ? for, I aiToce you, taol- 

• withfianding my eaiety, I am as virtnoas as any 

• prude in Europe. —« Far be it from me, madam/ 
laid Amelia, * to fufpedl the contrary of abundance 6f 

• women, who indulge themfelves in much greater 
^ freedoms than 1 fhould take, or have any pleafure ia 
' taking: for I fokmnly protefl-, if 1 know my own 
' heart, the liking of aU men, but of one, is a mat- 

• ter quite indifTerent to me, or rather would be high- 

• ly difagreeable.* ^ 

This difcourfe brought them hom«, where Amelia 
finding her children afleep, and her hufband not rew 
turned, invited her companion to partake of her home- 
ly fare, and down they fat to fupper to|;ether. The 
clock flruck twelve ; and no news being arrived ojF 
Booth, Mrs. Ellifon began to exprefs fome aftonifn- 
ment at his flay, whence (he launched into a general 
^efledlion on hufband5,and foon paffed to fome particular 
inveAives on her own. * Ah, my dear madam,' fays 
(he, * I know the prefi:nt Aate of your mind by what 

• I have myfelf often felt formerly. I am no i!rangcr 
' to the mehncjioly tone of a midnight clock. Ir Was 
' my misfortune to drag on a heavy chain above fif-i 

• teen years, with a fottifli yoke- fellow. But hew caa 

• I wonder at my fate; fince I fie even ypurfuperior 
' charms cannot confine a hiijbard from tbe heuitch- 

• ing pleafores of a bottle.'—* Indeed, madam,' fays 
Amelia, ' I have no reafon to complain. Mr. Booth is 

• one of the fobcrcft of men ; but now and then to 

• fpend a late hour with hfs fri#nd, is, I think, highly 

• excufable.'— * O, no doubt,* cries Mrs. Ellifon, *if 

• he can excufehimfelf ; but if 1 was a man.'— Hcrp 
Booth cj:mein and interrupted the difcourfe. Amelia's 
eyes flafhed with joy the moment he appeared ; and he 
difcovered no lefs pleafure in feeing her. His fpirits 
were indeed a liule t\c^%x&d >«i«i wine, fo as to 
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heighten hb ^dd-hamoiir» without in the Icaft difor* 
Bering his imderftftncHng* and mftde hsmibch delight- 
M company, ihat tbottgb it wis psA one in th^ tnorn- 
ing, neither his wife, nor Ma, £llifoii, thought of 
their beds during a wb^e hoar. 
-. EmIj the next mormng the ierjeant came to Mr. 
Jooth's lodgings, and with stmelaAcholy ooantenance 
acqaainted him, that he had been the night before at 
aa aie-hodfe, where he heard oiie Mr. Murphy an at* 
4oniey declace, that he woold^a-watrant oackedi^ 
ffdxA one Captain Booth at the next board of gjreea* 
doth* * I hope, iir/ faid lie» i yoar honour will 
^ pardon me ; but, by what he faidf I ^a« afraid he 
^ meant your honour ; and therefore £ .thought it my 

* duty to tell yoa ; for i knew the fame thing hap*> 

* pen to a gentleman here the other 4ay.' 

fiooch gave Mr. Atkinibn many thanks for his in- 
formation. .* I doubt not,' faid he, * but I am the 
' perfon meant; for it would be foolifh in me to deny 

* that I am liable to apprehen^oas of that fort/—' I 
f hope, fir,' faid the ferjeant, * your honour will foon 

* have reafon to fear no man living ; but in the mean 
*■ time, if any accident (honld happen, my bail is at 
:^ your fervice as far as it will go : and I am a houfe- 
' keeper, and can f^vear myfelf worih one hundred 
}* pound.' Which hearty and friendly declaration re- 
iCeived all thofe acknowledgements from Booth which 
it really deferved. 

The poor gentleman was greatly alarmed at this 
news ; but he was altogether as much furpriaed at 
Murphy's being the attorney ennployed againft him, as 
all his debtSf except only to Captain James, aroie in 
.the country, where he did not know that Mr. Murphy 
had any acquaintance. However, he made no doubt 
that he was the perfon intended, and refolved to re- 
.maia a clofe prifoner in his own lodgings, till he faw 
the event of a propofal which had been made him the 
evening before at the tavern, where an honeft gentle* 
man, who had a pod under the government, and who 
was one of the company, had promifed to fcrve him 
.with theSecrctaiy at War, telling him, that he made 
00 doubt of procuring him whole pay in a regiment 
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highly wQrtJi.hiiiapiupiance; whoncmdctedtlMUi^liBd* 

& gaolji .fe^mfd'to ^ the ionly alfiermttisKt tlnitioffM!^ 

■ ed th^mieWoirTto Us.choice^. . ;j . . :. r l^^r/ 

Mr. Boodi »nd his l«iy ipeiiciJiat:E£eecnpottfiyidi. 
Mr<i.£ilifqj9, ...An incident ^ which «re.ikoaLd:&irc^ 
have .meiiuo^ed» had iti ndt been cbbic i^aelia ^Ve» 
on thispccaiionj'Rainftanceof chat prudence .wb^ 
iboold fiever.be off iu guard in married WQmen.of dt»^ 
licscy ; fox hefoft ihe woaM cori&ntaadriaik tei^with' 
Mrs. EllifoByjhfi.inade conditions ^-ihati. the.gemie-' 
sban who hkdont tb^a at the ocatotio ihonld not be hi 
inA lDdecd.t|iskircainrpei9:ton pr^vedunnocefiaro' in 
the prcfent inilance; for no Aich vi£tor cvercAffic:; a 
circumilance^whichgave gieat content tp Amtlht fen 
th^t lady had been a little uneafy at the. raiUecy of 
Mrs. Elliron, and had upon refiedion :mAgnified ever/^. 
litcle contplixnenc made her» and ^every littk eiyiluy;^ 
-iho.wnher by the unknown gentlem^o. Jar beyofidL^bf9> 
truth. Tbefe ioiagiiiauoiMi.now ajl. fubAdr^ a^in^ 
and fhe imputed all thatiMra, EliUoa bad faidy f ifihef ■ 
to raillery pr miftakcr i;^ >. •, .' 

A.youi^^ lady made aifoumh with them at: whidy 
and liVi-ewifis Aayed the whole cveniog. \ Her p.amQ 
was Rennet. She was about: the age of fiv« andt^vem- 
;)y ;ibut L^knefs had givtn Her an older, luck, an<i had 
ia gogd deal diittinifliAhcr beauty; of M-hich, young 
* as* i\\c was. flie plainly appeaned lo have only the rcr- 
maips In lar prcfent pofieffion, She.was in one par- 
ticuJar the very reverfeof Mrs. Eililon, being Alto- 
gether as rcmark.ibiy grave as the ether wd^ gay. . 
This giavity was not howevei attended with any four- 
neis of ttrT:per: on the contrary, ihe had mu^h f*eet- 
Ticis in her countenance, and was pcrftclly wcU bred-L 
In ihoit,- Amelia imputed her grave deporiment tp. 
her ill healrh^ ^nd began to entertain acompaiHon for 
her,, which in good minds, that is to fay, in minds 
capable of compaiTicn, is certain to iiitrodiice fom^ 
little degree pf loye or fricndlhip. 

Amelia wis \n fhort fo pleafed with the converfa. 

rion of this.lady, that, though a woman of no imper*^ 

^tinan curiofityj (he could not help taking the firft opr 
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portanicyof etrqairitig >vho (he wa^. Mrs. Eliifoa 
fiidi 4httilfew«sJm4iDh^ppyUdy, whohad married 
a.y^aa{;-cleigyiiian for love, who, dyingof acon^ 
fatiiptioof- had left h'^r a widow in very indifFerenc 
circa m fiances This account made Amelia Rill picv 
faerinoire,- ini confcquently ikdded Cothe liking whica 
flue- had -silnrAdy eoiceived for her. Amelia therefore 
defir^ Mrs., Bliifon t«. bring her acquainted witb 
Mf«/BeAiM:t, ' and faid (he would go any day witb 
hti th mato that lady a vifit. * There need be no 

• cerelltooyy^ cried Mrs. Ellifon, » fhc is a woman of 
'no form: and as I faw plainly (he was extremelyv 
< pleafed with Mrs.BoothyVl am convinced I can 
' bring her to drink tea with you any afcernoon^ yoa. 
« plcafc.* 

The two next days Booth continued a»t home,, 
highly to the iatisfa£lioD of his Amelia^ who really 
knew mo happinefs out of his company, nor fcarca 
any miiery in it. Sheh;id, indeed, ac all times fo 
much <»f his company when in his power, that (he 
had no occaiton toaffign any particular reafon for hi? 
ftayiAg with her, and confdquently it could give her 
no caufe of fufpicion. The Saturday one of her chiU 
dren, was a little difordered with afeverilk complaint* 
which confined her to her room, and prevented her- 
drinking tea in the afternoon with her hiilband ia. 
Mrs. Ellifon's apartment, where a noble lord, a coufin; 
of Mrs. Ellifon 's, happened to be prefent : for ihouglv 
that lady was reduced in her circumftances, and 
obliged talet outparc of her houfe in lodgings, fhe 
was DorD of a good family, and had feme confidera- 
ble relations. 

His lordihip was not himfelf in any office of Hate^ 
but his fortune gave him great authority with thofe 
who were. Mrs. Ellifon, therefore, very bluntly toolc 
an opportunity of recommending Booth to his con- 
fideratio^.. She- took the firll hint from my loni's 
callittg the gentleman captain --To which fhe anfwer- 
ed— '•■ Ay» i wifti your lordfliip would make him (o^ 
•• It would be but an aft of jOflice, and I know it ij 

* in your power to do much greater things.' Sha 
then mentioned Booth's fervices, and the wOunds he- 

........ K 5 had» 
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had received at the ficge, of which ftie had heard a 
fiaiihful account frorn Amelia- Booth bluihed and was 
as filent as a young virgin at the hearing her own 

Fraifes. His lordfhip anlwcrcd, * Coiifin Ellifon, you 
know you may command my intercft; nay, I fhal| 
^ have a4>learure in fcrving one of Mr. Booth's ^har 

* racier; for my part, I think ment in all capacities 

* ought to be encouraoed; but I know the minifiry 

• are greatly pelleted with follicitations at this time. 

• However, Mr. Booth may be aflurcd I will take the 
' ftrft opportunity ; and, in the 'mean time, I fhall 
' be glad of feeing him any morning he pleafcs.* 
For all thefe declarations, Booth was not wanting in 
icknowledgmtnts to the generous peer, any more than 
he was in itcret gratitude to thel^dy, who had fhpwn 
fb friendly and uncommon a zeal in his favoar. 

The reader, when he knows thecharafter of ikis 
Bohleman, may, perhaps, conclude that his feeing 
Booth alone was a lucky circnmftance ; fof>he Was (4 
paiSonate an admirer of women, that he cbbld'ftarce 
have efcaped the aitra^ion of Amelia's beauty. Atid 
lew men, as I have obferved, have fuch difinterefted 
generofity as to ferve a hufband the better, becaufi^ 
they are in love with bis wife, unlefs fhe wiH cond*- 
fcend to pay a price beyond the reach of a vixtumis 
woman. 
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B O O K V, 

C H A P. I. 

fa which tUfi nadir wU mat.'wilb an eU acquaintance* 

BOOTH^Saflfair* were put on a better afpca 
thao thry had ever worn before, and he )vas 
wiiHng to make ufe of the opportunity of one day in 
fevcA to cade the frefh air. 

Ac nine ia the morning he went to pay a vifit to 
hit old friend Colonel James, refolVing, if poi&ble^ 
|o have a fall explanation of that behaviour which 
ap^ared to him io my^erious; but the colonel was 
ai inaccefltbte as the beil defended fortrefs; and it 
ma^atinipeSble for Booth to pai> beyond his entry, as 
the Spaniards found it {o t^kc- Gibraltar. He receiv* 
ad the afiial anf^¥e^s; f>r(l, that the colonel was not 
Airringy and an hour after that he was gone out. All 
that he got by aik<ng further queftions was only to re- 
ceive ftill ruder and ruder anfwers; by which, if he 
had been very fagacious, he might have been fatisfied 
how little worth his white it was to define to go in ; 
Ibr the porttrat a great man's door is a kind of ther- 
aiometer, by which you may difcover the warmth 
or coldnefs of his mailer's friendfhip. Nay, in the 
higheft ftations of all, as the great man himfelf harh 
his diflftrcnt kin<J8 of falutation, from an hearty em- 
brace with a kife, and my dear lord, or dear Sir 
Charles, down to, well Mr. — what would you have me 
ik> ^fo the porter, to feme bowcs with refpe^, to others 
with aTmile, to lome he bows more^ toxjthers left 
low» to others not at-all. Sonne he jufl lets in, an«l 
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others he juA fhucs out. And in "all t\m they (o well 
ccrrefpond, thai one would be inclined to think that 
the great man and his porter had compared their li&s 
together, and like two adors concerned to ad dif« 
ferent parts in the fame fcene, had rehearied their 
parts privately together before they ventured to per- 
fbrtn in public. 

Though Booth did nor, perhaps, fee the whole 
matter in this juft light, for that in reality it i»; yet 
he was difcern-ng enough to conclndefrom xhe beha- 
viour of the fervanr, e^ecially when he coniidered 
that of the mailer likewife, that he had entirely loft 
the friendship of James ; and this conviAion gave him 
a concern, that not only the flattering piofpedt of fai». 
Jorcfhip's favour was not able to compenfate; bot 
which even obliterated, and made him for a while for- 
get the fituation in which he had left his /Amelia ; and 
h^'wandered about almoil two hours, fcarce knowing* 
where he went, till at laft he dropped into a.- coffee-. 
houfe near St. James's, where he (at himielf down. 

He had fcarce drank his diib of cofFco, before liei 
heard a young o^icer of the guards cry to another,- 
' Od, d — mn me. Jack, here he comes->--iiere's oldho*. 
'*■ nour and dignity faith.' Upon whichs he-iaw a-. 
chair open, and out liTued a rooft ere£^ aqd (lately 
figure indeed j with a vail perriwig^ on bis hea4, aiid 
■ a vaft hat under his arm. This auguft perfof^age, 
having entered the room, .valked diredly 4ip;«Dahe 
upper end, where having paid hiir refptdla^aail' pre- 
fen t of any. note, to each according^ feniority^ he 
at kil cad his eyes on Booth* and very civilly, though 
ibmewh at coldly, afked him how he did. 

Booth, who had long recognized the features of his 
old acquaintance Major Bath, returned the com* 
pliment with a very low bow; bot did not venture . 
to make t;he firft advance to familiaVity, as he wa» 
truly pofTelTed of that quality which the Greeks eon* 
iidertdin the hig)ieft li^htof honour, and which we 
term modefty ; though, indeed, neither our's nor the* 
Latin language hath any word adequate to the idea, 
of the original. 

The 
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■The colonel, after haviJigdlfcharged himfelf ofcuro 
or three articles of news, and made hiscommencs up* 
OBiheniy when the next chair to him became vacant, 
called upon Booih to fill it. He then aiked him (e- 
vcxai queilftODS relating to his affairs; and, when he 
heard he was out of the army, advifed him earneflly 
to ufe all means to get in again, faying, that he waa 
a pretty lad, and they muft not lofehim. 

Booth told hia^in a-whifper, that he had a great 
deal to fay to him on that fubje£t, if they were in a 
more private place ; apon this, the colonel propofcd 
Sk-walk in the Park, which the other readily accepted. 

Duiing their walk, Booth opened his heart, and 
amoog other matters acquainted Colonel Bath, that 
he feared he had loll the friendihip of Colonel James ; 
' though I am not,' fatd he, * confcious of having 
' done the leaft thing to deferveit.' 

Bath anfwered, * You are certainly miftaken,^ Mr, 

* Booth. I have indeed i'carce (een my brother finoe 
' my coming to town ; for I have been here but 

* two days ; however, I am convinced he is a man 
' of too nice honour to do any thing inconfiilent 
'. with the true dignity of a gentleman/ Booth an-- 
fwered, ' he was far from accufing him of any thing 

* diftionourable.'— r* D — mn me,* faid Bath, * if there 

* is »man alive can or dare accufe him : if you have 
' the lead reafon to take any thing ill, why don't yoa 
' go to him? you area gentleman, and his rank doth 

* not proteft him from giving you fatiifadlion.'—^ The 
' affair is not of any iuch kind,' fays Booth, * Ihave 

' ^_ greap obligations to the colonel, and have more 

* reafon to lament than complain ; and if I could but 
;!if« fee hiiBb I ahi convinced J fhould have no caufe foi^' 
«if( etcher; but! cannot get jwithin his hogu); it was. 
', ', but an hoar ago^ a fervant of his turned me rudely 
;.*. from the door.'— ' Did a fervant of my brother uie 

* yoa rudely?' faid the colonel with the utmofl gre- 
■ ^»iry. • I do not know, fir, in what light you fee ftich 
' * thing) ; but to me, the affront of a fervant is the 

, V.affrontof tbemafler; and if heidoith not immediately 

* puniQi it, by all the dignity of a, man, I would fee 
' the mailer's nofe between my fingers*' ' Booth of-^* 

feted 
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fered toexpl^in, but to no purpole; the colotiel was 
got into his ililts; and it was impofTihle to take.him> 
down, nay, it was as much as Booth <ouJd poffibly- 
do to part with him without an adual qaarrel; nor 
would he, perh?.p8, have been abie to have accom- 
p1i(hcd it» had not the colonel by accident turned at 
iaft to take Booth's fide of the quedion; and before 
they fcparattd, he fwore many oaths that Jami^s- 
fltould give him proper i'atisfa^ion. 

Such wa^ the end of this prefeat interview, fo little 
to \he content of Booth, that he was heartily concern- 
ed he had ever mentioned a fyilable of the matter to 
hit KonourebU friend. 

CHAP IJ. 

1/t <which Booth fays a vifit to the nohle Icrtl^ 

WHRN that day of the week returned, in which 
Mr. Booth chofe to wa'.k abroad, he went to 
Ht^U on the noble peer according to his kind invita- 
tion. 

Booth now found a very different reception wi:h 
tk^s v^^e^t man's porter, from what he bad met with 
al his friend the eoloners^ He no fooner told his 
name^ than the porter with a bow told him his lord- 
iliip was at home; the door immediately fiew wide 
open; and he was conduced to an antechamber, where 
»fervantto>d h^m he would acquaint hisiordfhip with 
his arrival. Nor did he wait many minutes before 
the fame fervant teturned, and uihered him to his 
lerdihip's apartn>ent. 

He found my lord aloi^e, and was received by him 
in the moil courteous manner imaginable. After the. 
Arft ct^reovonials were over his lordfkip began, in the 
following words : * Mr. Booth, I ^o afiiire yoa, you . 
«- are very much obliged to my Coufxn Eilifon. , 

* She hath f^ivef) you fuch a charaAcr, that I ihall 
'' haveapkafure in doing any thing in my power to 
*'• ierve you. — But it wtl) be very dificult, I an afraid, 
< to get yon a rank at home. In the Wefl-hulies^ 

* perhape, or in fome regiment abroad, it may be 
** jBOPe e«iy s ^^d wliei^ I €9fi6df i y oai f epotatipn as 

« afoldie^ 
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* a folditfp; I make no doubt of your rcadinefs tri go 

* to ahy place where the fervicc of yoorcoirntry (h\]\ 

* call yoa.* Booth anfwered, * that h? was hjgh'y 
" obliged to his lordihip, and afTored him. he woutd 

* with great chcarfulnefs attend his duty in any parr 
** of the world. The only " thing grtevops in the cx- 

* change of cooti tries, 'faid he, • in my opinion, isto 

* leave thpfe I love behind me, and I am fure, I /hall 
' never have a fecond trial equal to my firft. Jt was 

* very hard; mf lord, toleave a yonng wife bie^with 

* her firft child, and fo affe^ed with my abfence, that 

* I had the utmofl reafon to defpair of ever feeing' 

* her more. After foch ademonftration of my rofo- 
•■ lution to facrifice every other con fideration to my 

* doty, I hope your lordfhip will honour me with 

* fome confidence, that I (hall make no objeftion to 
« (tryt in any country.*—* My dear Mr. Booth,' an- 
fvered the lord, * you fpeak like a foldier, and f 

* greatly honour your (eniimcnts. Indeed, 1 owix 

* the jnfticc of your inference from the example you 

* have given: for, to quit a wife as you fay, in the 

* very infancy of marriage, is, I acknowlrdge, fome 
*'trial of rcfolution.* Booth anfwered with a low 
bow, and then after fome immaterial coftverfarion, 
his lordihip promifed to fpeak immediately to the 
minifter, and appointed Mr. Booth to come to him 
again on the Wednefday morning, that he might b^ 
atrquainted with hi? patron's foccefs. Tlie poor man 
no^Y blu(hed and looked^filly, till, after fome time, 'he 
fommoned up all his courage to his afSftance, and re- 
lying on the other's friendmip, he opened the whole 
affair of his circuitiftances, and confeiTed that he did 
not dare to ftir from his lodgings above one day in 
ftven. His lordfhip expreffed great concern at this 
account, and v. ry kindly prdmifed to take fome oppor- 
tunity of calling on hrm at hi^ Coufin Ellifon's, when 
he hoped, he faid, to bring him comfortable tidings. 

Booth (bon afterwards took his leave with the mo(t 
profufe acknowledgments forfo mucb.goodnefs, and 
haftened home to acquaint. his Anvelia with what had 
fo greatly overjoyed him. She highly congratulated 
&im on his having foand fo generous and powerful a 
4 Cn&^sA^ 
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friefidy towards whom botb their bo(bms burnt with 
the warmefl fentiments of gratitirde* She war doc, 
however, contented, till (he had made Booth renevnE. 
his promife in the moil folemn manner of taking her. 
with him. After whicb» they- fat down with their 
little children to a fcrag of mutton and broth, with 
the higheft fatisfa£lion, and very heartily draqk his 
]ordfhip*s health in a pot of porter. 

In the afternoon this happy couple. If the reader 
will allow me to call poor people happy, drank tea ; 
with Mrs. Ellifon, where hislordfhip's praifes being 
again repeated by both the hufband and wife^ ■ were. 
Yery loudly echoed by Mrs. Ellifon^ While they. 
were here, the youne; lady, whcm we have mention-* 
ed at the end of the laft book to have made a founh 
at whiStf and with whom Amelia feemed fo much 
pleafed, came in ; ihe was juft returned to town from 
a Ihort vifitin the country, and her prefent vifit was 
uoexpefted. It was, however, very agreeable tpAme- 
]ia» who liked her ftill better upon a fecond inters 
view, and was refolved to follicit her further ac« 
qoaintance. 

Mrs* fiennet Hill maintained fome little referve,- 
but was much more familiar and com municative than- 
before. She appeared moreover to be as little* cere«> 
monious as A/lrs. Ellifon had reported her, and very 
readily accepted Amelia's apology for not paying her 
the £rll vific, and agreed to drink tea with her the 
very next afternoon. 

Whilfl the above-mentioned company were fitting* 
in Mrs. Ellifon's parlour, Serjeant Atkinfon pafTed b)e 
the window, and knocked at the door. Mrs. Ellifokt 
nofouner faw him, than Aie faid, ' Pray, Mr. Booth, ' 
< who is that genteel young ferjeant ? he was here 
« every day laft week, to enquire after you/ This, 
was indeed, a fad ; the ferjeant was app^henfive of 
the defien of Mnxpby; but as the poor fellow had. 
received all his anhvers ftom the maid or Mrs. Ellifott,. 
Booth had never heard a word of the matter, fie: 
was however greatly plcaied with what he was now: 
told, and.burft forth into great praifes of the ferjeant, 
which were feconded by ^elia« who added, that he- 
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w^r lier^C9fl«^rothe>« mnd (he believed' one of tl^e 
hoBff&ril felloes in. iLfr world. 

■;*. Aiid>-ril ^esr/ ctiei Mrs. fiHifon, ' he is one 
' D€ahe prettieil— Dd; Mr. Booth, defire him to walk 
' CD.^ A'- Tdijeaiit of the guards is a gentleman ; and 
' I- had rather gi?e fuch a roan as you defcribe a di(h 
' of tea, than any bean fribble of them all.' 

rBaoth wanted ito great (ollicitation to (how any 
kind of. regard toAtkiufon ; and, accordingly, the 
ferjeant was nfhered in, thoagh not without 'fonte 
rslaitlanctf onhis fide. There is, perhaps, nothing 
mpteiioearyihan thofe fenfaiions which the French 
call ihe mauvat/e bonti^ nor any more difficult ro ooii- 
guer ; and poor Atkinfon would, (am perfuaded, have 
mo anted a breach with lefs concern, than he (howed . 
in waHcing acrols a room before three ladies, two df 
whom were his avowed well-wiihers. 

Though 1 do not entirely agree with the late learn- 
ed Mr. EflTex, checeJebrated dancing mailer's opinion, 
that dancing it the rudiment o^ police education, as 
he would, 1 apprehend, exclude very other art an^ 
fcienee ; yet it is certain, that perfons whrfe fe^t 
have* never been under the hands of the profeHors of 
that art, are apt to difcover this want in their educa« 
lion in evtry motion, nay, even w! en thev ftand or 
fitilill. They fcem, indeed, to be overburthened 
with limbs, which they know not how to ufe, as if, 
when nature hath finilhtd her work, the dancing-: 
m^fter fiill is neceifary to put it in motion. 

A:kit:fon was at prefent an example of this obferva* 
tion,. which doth io much hono'ur to a profeiTion for 
which i have a very high regard. He was hardfome 
and .exquiiitely well made ; and yet as he had never 
learned to dance, he made fo aukward an appearance 
in Mrs. Lilifon's parlour, that the good lady herfelf, 
who had inviied him in, could at firft fcarce refraia 
fjom laughter at his b-.-haviour. 

He hau not, ho.vever/ been long in the room, be- 
fore adniraciun oi his perfon got the better of fuch 
v.iibie ideas. So great is the advantage of beauty in 
men as well as wouico, and fo fare is this quality 

vx 
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in ekhfr Aui 9f pro^rlng Ame ^:i|8l:»4 from tihe 
beholder. 

The fsxceoding courteous hehft3^k>«^of Mrs. Eili^on» 
joined to tliaf c^ A-meJia afid £foo(h« jtf kngth diffi- 
fated the ^n^Qfkch of AtUnloiD ; ««d he gained 
jfttdCcUDt confidence to tell the compaoy fixne enter- 
taining ftoriec ef accidjents tliai had Ji«pp^ned in the 
Army within hi« biowledge: whicb» though tbeygfeat- 
Jy pleaiedall pref^ntcare notyhowever»o?con£BqaciBce 
^noogh to hav^e a place ifi this hitoy. 

Mri^ EUifcMBi was So very isportuoate with htr 
company to jftay Tupper, t&at they all confented. As 
fox the ferjeanty he Teemed to be none of the lead 
welcome gneft^. Sl^e was, indeed, (o p leafed with 
what fh^ had heard of him» and what (he &w of him, 
Jjjat when a little warnr.ed with wine, for flie was no 
flincher at the bpttle* &e began to indulge fome free- 
doms iiL her di(<:oiirre towards him, that a little offend^ 
,ed AmeiiaV deJicacy, nj|.y». they did not feem to be 
.J)igh]y reJiibed by the other lady i thopgh 1 am far 
iffom infinuativg: that thefe exceeded the bounds of 
-dfcorum, or were, indeed^ greater jther<ies than la* 
die^ of the middle age, ana efp^cially iwidowsi do 
frequently allow to th^mfelves. 

CHAP. IIL 

Routing prifidpfflij to the offitirs of Serjeant AtkinfoQ* 

THE next day, when all the fame company, 
Atkinfbn only excepted, aflenbled in Amelia's 
apartment, Mrs. Eliifon prefcntly began to difcourfe 
of him, and that in terms, not only of Approbation^ 
but even of affedion. She called him her clever 
ferjeant, and her dear fearjeant, repeated often that 
he was the prettied fellow in the army, and faid it 
.was a thou (and pities he had not a commiffion ; for 
that, if he had, ih@ was fure he would become a 
general. 

■ ' I am of your op'nion, madam,* anfwered Booth ; 
=* and he hath got one ^hundred pounds oi his own al- 
* ready ; if he could find a. wife now to help him to 
* two or three hundred moie, I xbiuliL he might eafily 
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' gera coamiffion in a marching^ vegimciK; fori ^m 
' convioccd ^tkcre is no colonel in the ^nny wf>fild 

• rcfufc him.' 

* Refefe him indeed V faid Mrs, EIIiAmi 3 * ]a<K 
^ He would be a very pretty colonelthat did. And 

* opon my honoar, 1 believe there are very few ladle* 
c who would Ecfofe him, if he had but a proper op* 
^ portunity of folliciting them. The colonel .9^4 the 
' lady both would be better ofF, than with one of 
^ fiho£e jiretty maflers that I fee walking nbout, and 
f dragmng their long fwords after the^, when they 

* Aobid father drag their leading- firings/ 

* Wtli (aid/ cries Booth, < aod fpok^n like a wo^ 
^ naa of ^rit.— Indeed, I believe thpy would be 
^ bodi better kirrtd.* 

^ True captain,^ anfwered Mrs. EUUbn, ' I would 
' rather leave the two firft fyllables out of the word 
^ geaitleman, than the laii.' 

* Nay, I affure you/ replied Booth, * there ia not a 
■ quieter creature in the world. Though jChe fellow 

* hath the bravery of a lion, he hath the Qieekneft 
« ^f a lamb. I can tell you ftorie? enow of that 
f kind, and fo cao my dear Amelia when kfi was a 
f.boy.* 

* O, if the match flicks there/ cries Amelia, * I 

• pofitively wi^ not fpoil feij -fortune by my filence. 
•.1 ^?jfi ap/jiy^er /or him frogti hif ijifancy, c^at he wa« 

• one of the bed naturcd lads in the world. I will 

* tjflj you a llofy or two of hjm, the trutj^ pf whi^l^ 

• I can te^ify fr.oqa my own knowledge, ' When hf 

• was but nx years old, he was at play with me 
f' at my mother's houfe, and a gre^tt pointing dog bit 
^ him through the leg. I'he poor lad, in the niidt 
' of the angui(h of his wound, declared he v as over» 

* joyed it had not happened to Mifs (for the fame 
"* dog had juft before fnappr'd at me, and my petticoats 

* had been my defence.) Anofhei inftante of hia 

• gcjodnefs, which greatly recommended him to my 
f- father, and which 1 have loved him for ever fince, 
' wa« this: -iry facher was a great lover of birds, and 

• ftridlly forbad the fpoiling of their nefts. Poor Joe 

* was one day caught upon a tree, and bein^ con- 
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' eluded gDilty» was feverely laflied for it ; but it was 

* afterwards dif(;overed thac another boy, a friend of 

* Joe's, had »obbcd the neA of its young ones, and 

* poor Joe haii climbed the tree in order to reflore 
' them, notwilhftanding which, he fabatitted to the 

* punifhment raiher than he would impeach bU con- 
' panion. But if chefe iftories appear cbildiCh and 
' trifling, the duty and kindnefs he hath (hown^to 
^ his mother muft recommend' him to every one. 

* Ever fince he hath been fifteen years old, he hath 
' more thnn half fupported her ; and when my bro^ 

* thercicd, I rem em tier particularly loc'ac his dciirc*, 

* for he was much his favourite, had'on'e of his foits 
^ given him, but inllead of his becoming finer oA 

* that occaiion, another young fellow came to church 

* in my brother's clothes, and my old nurfe ap- 
' peared the fame Sunday in a new gown, which 
' her fon had purchafed fjr her with the fale of his 

* legacy.* 

* Well, I protcft, he is a \ery worthy creature,' 
faid Mrs. Btnnet. ■ 

* He is a charming fellow,' cries Mrs. Ellifon,— 
' but then the name of ferjeaat. Captain Booth, 
' there, as the play fays, my pride brings jne off 

* again.' 

And whatfoever the fages charge on pride. 

The aogels fall, and twenty other good faults- be* 

fide; 
On earth Pm fure— Fm fare— fomething— calling ■•'■ 
Fridc fdves man, and our fex too from railing. 

Here a footman's rap at the door (hook the tooxn. 
Upon which Mrs. Ellifon, running to the winddV; 
Ciied out, let me die if it is not my brd, what fliall 
I do ? I muft be at home to him, but fuppofe h^ 
ihould enquire for you, captain, what ihail t fay^ oir 
will you go down with me?" ^ ■ 

The company were infome confbfion.at,this iri- 
flant, and beforb they had agreed on any thin^. 
Booth's little girl came running into the roorh, atid 
faid, * there was a prodigious great gentleman coming 

* up ilairs.' She \va& immjediltcTy followed by hit 
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lordlhipy whoy as he knew Booth maft be at home, 
made very litileomo enquiry ac the door. 
' Amelia was taken fomewhat at a farprife, but fhe 
was too polite, to (how much confufion : for though 
file fcnevif nothing of the town, ihe had had a genteel 
education, and kept the beft company the country 
afforded. The ceremonies, therefore, paft as ufual^ 
and they all fat down. 

- His lord(hip Toon addrefTed himfelf to Booth, faying, 
'As I have what I think good news for yon, fir, I 
' could not delay giving myfelf the pleafure of com- 
' municating it to you. I have mentioned your affair 

* where I promifed you, and 1 have no doubt of my 

* fuccefs. Oifie may eafily perceive, you know, from 
^ the manner of people's behnving upon fuchocca- 

* fions; and, indeed, when I related your cafe, I 
' found there was much inclination to ferve you. Great 
' men, Mr. Booth, muftdo things in their own time; 

* but I chink you may depend on having fometbiog 
'done very foon.' 

. Booth made many acknowledgments for his lord- 
(hip's goodnefs, and now a fecond time paid all the 
thanks which would have been due, even had the fa- 
vour been obtained. This art of promifing, is the 
<feconomy of a great man's pride, a fort of good huf-> 
b<3iidry in conferring favours, by which they receive 
ten fold in acknowledgements for every obligation, 
I mean among thofe who really intend the fervic^ : 
for there are others who cheat poor men of their 
thanks, without ever defigning to deferve them at 
all. 

. This matter being fufficientlydifcufTed, theconyer- 
fa^off took a gayer turn ; and my lord began to en- 
tertain the ladies with fome of that elegant difcourfe, 
whicli though moft delightful to hear, it is impoffible 
i^ould ^ver be read. 

His lordihip was fo highly pleafed with Amelia, 
that he could not help bein^; fomewhat particular to 
her I but his particularity diltingni(hed itfelf only in 

!i higher degree of refpedt, and was fo very polite, and 
o very diftant, that fhe herfelfwas pleaied, and at 
^is departure, which was not till he had far exceeded 
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the iengtli of ^common vifit, declarec^ ht was the 
£neft gentleman fho had ever feen». with which fen- 
tiiftenc her httiband and Mrs. Ellifon both entirely 
Qoncurred; 

Mrs. Bennet on the contrary, exprefTed feme little 
d'^ilike to* thy lord's compdailance, which ihe Qalled 
exceftve* .: * Fprray owq part/.faid ftie, 'I ha^ 
' not the leafl reliih for thole very fine gentlemen :. 

* what thfc world generally caUs polttenefs;! term in- 

* fincerity.; anti I am more charmed with the* ftoiiey 
*. which Mrs; Bboth told- ns of the hotieft ferjeaiity* 
^ than with all that the fineft gentlemen in thtfworld' 

* ever faid in their lives.'— 

^ O to be fure/ cries Mrs Ellifon, * Jil y&r/pw,* 

* or the world 'well Uft^ is a motto very proper for 
' fome: folks to wear in their cost of arms-; biitthe* 
' generality of the world will, I believe, agree with> 
*, that lady's opinion of my ooufm, rather than withi 
« Mrs. Bennet.' 

Mrs. Bennet, feeing Mrs. Elfifofi took ofieace at' 
what ihe faid, tkonght proper to nrafee (ome apologfy, 
which was very readily accepted, and fo ended thtf" 
. viiit. 

: We cannot, ho^ever^ put an ehd to the chapter 
without obfcrving, that fnch is the ambitions temper 
of beaoty, that it may always apply to itfelf that ceV 
lebritted parage in Lncan. 

. JVVf fjuetifjiam jainferre potefi Cafarve prtoreaif 
PomfeiuJ<de parent*^ . ■ 

Indeed, I believe, it may be laid down as a genei%l 
rt^le, th^t no woman- who bath any great pret^*- 
iiol^s to admiration, is eter well pleafed in a eoAl'* 
pany, where ihe perceives herfelf to fill only the fc?*' 
<<»nd place. This 6bfervation, however, I hombly^ 
fubmit to thejedgment of the ladies, and hope it will 
beconffderedas-retra£led by me^ if they (hall diilent 
froi» my opinion. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Containing^ mmtien that require no frtfact. 

WHEN Booth and his wife were left alone Xm-^ 
gether^ they both extremely exulted in their] 
good fortune, in having found fogood a friend as his' 
lordlhip; nor were they wanting in- very warm ex- 
preffions of their gratitude towards Mrs. Ellifon. Af-^ 
tjKr which, they be^an to lay down fchemes' of livingr^ 
when Booth ihoutdhave his commiflion of captain, and 
sfter the exa6left computaiion, concluded, that with 
cpconomy, they Ihould be able to fave, at lead, fifty 
pounds a year out of their income, in order to pay 
their debts. 

Thefe matters being well fettled, Amelia a&ed 
Booth what he thought of Mrs. Bennet. * I think, 
« my dear,* anfwered Booth, * that (he hath been for- 

* merly a vtt^ pretty womam.' — * I am miflakfen,* 
replied fiie, * if ihe be not a very good creature. I 
< doo^t know I ever took fuch a hklj^g to any one' 

* on fo ihort an acquaintance. I fancy (he hath 

* been avcry fprightly woman : for if you obferve, (he 

* difcovers by ftarts a great vivacity in her counte- 

* nance.' * I made the fame obfervation,' cries Booth : 
' fure ibmedrange misfortune hath befallen her.' — A 

* misfortune indeed !' anfwered Amelia. ' Sure, child, 

* you forgot what Mrs. Ellifon told us, that (he had 
' lojEb a beloved hu(band. A misfortune which I have 

* often wondered at any woman's furviving* — at 
which words, (he caft a tender look at Booth, and 
prefently afterwards throwing herfelf upon his necic 
cried—* O Heavens 1 what a happy creature am I ? 
' when I confider the dangers you have gone through 

* how I exult in my blifs !' The good nacured reader 
wiiifuppofe that Booth was not deficient in returning 
fuch tendfpnefs ; after which, the converfation be- 
came too fond to be here related. 

The next morning Mrs. Ellifon addrefTed herfelf to 
Booth as follows : ' I (hall make no apology. Sir, for 
' what I am going to fay, as it proceeds from my 
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« fricndfbip to yonrfelf and your dear L dy. I am 
' convinced then. Sir, there is fomething more than 
' accident in your going abroad only one day'in the 
« week.' Now, Sir, if, as I aih afraid, matters are 

< not altogether as well as 1 with chem, I beg, fiace 
«. t do not believe you are provided with a lawyer, 
•that you will fuffer me to recommend one to you. 

* The peribn I (hall mention, is, I aflure you, of 
« much ability in his profeffion, and I have known 
« him do great fervices to gentleman under a cloud* 
« Do not be alhamed of yourcircumftances, my dear 

* friend. They are a much greater fcandal to ihofe, 
•' who have left Co much merit unprovided for.* 

' Booth gave Mrs. £111 fon abundance of thanks for 
ker kindnefs, and explicitly confefTed to her that her 
conjedures were right, and without hefitation, accept- 
ed the offer of her friend's affiftance. 

* Mrs. Ellifon then acquainted him with her appre- 
henfionson this account. She faid fhe had both yefter- 
day and this morning feen two or three very ugly 

^ fufpicious fellows pa(s feveral times by h«r window. 
« Upon all accounts,' faid (he, * my dear Sir, I ad- 

< vift you to keep yourfeif clofe confined till the law- 
« yer hath been with you. I am furc he will get 
« you yoorliberty, at lead ofwalking about within the 

* * verge — There's fomething to be do/ie with the board 
^ of green cloth, I don't know what ; but this I 

* know, that feveral gentlemen have lived here a long 

* time very comfortably, and havedefifed all the ven- 
« geance of their creditors. However, in the lAean 

* time, you mud be a clofe prif-^ner with your lady ; 

< and I believe there is no man in England but would 
« exchange his liberty for the fame gaol.* 

She then departed, in order to fend, for the attor- 
ney, and prefently afterwards, the ferjeant arrived 
with nevi's of the like kind. He faid he had fcraped 
dn acquaintance with Murphy. « I hope your honour 
« will pardon me,* cries At^^infon, • but I pretended 
« to have a fmall demand upon your honour myfelf, 
^« and offered to employ him in the buftnefs. Upo^ 
"* ivhich> he told me, that if! would go with him 

t^ 
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«.t«,the MarQial^^ Court, and make affidavit of m/ 

* .debt,, h^ Ihould be able very (honly to get it me ; 
*.. for I i^all have the captaio ia hold /cries he, * with* 

* ^in a day. or two. I wiih,' faid the ferjeanr, * I could 
'do your hoBoar any fervice. Shall I walk about all 

* day before the door? or (hall I be porter, and watch 

* it ia the infide, till your honour can find fome 
^. means of iecuring yoarfelf? I hope you will not be 
' offenided at me, but I beg you would take care of 

* facing into Murpby's hands ; for he hath the cha-» 

* racier of the greateft villain upon earth. I am afraid 
** you will think roe too bold, fir ; but I have a little 

* money, if iic can be of any fervice, do, pray, your 

* hoDOur, command it. It can never do me (o much 
^ good any other way. Confider, Gt, I owe all! 

* Save to yonrfeif, and my dear mi^refs. 

Booth flood a moment, as if he had been thunder* 

flruck, and then, the tears buriling from his eyes, he 

faid : . * Upon my fool, Atkinfon, you overcome roe. 

' * I fcarce ever heafd of fo much goodnefs, nor do I 

* know how to exprefs my fentiments of it. But be 

* aflured, as fpr your money, I will not accept it, and 
* -let itfatisfy yqa, that in my preient circumflances 

* it. would do me no efTential fervice ; but this be af« 
*^fored of likewife, that, whilfll live, I fhall never 
'.icirget thekindnejfs of the offer.— — However, as I 
<, apprehend I may be in fome danger of fellows get. 

* Jtipg*^nto the.houfe, for a day or two, as I have no 
*■ guard bptapoor little girl, I will not refufe the 

* goodnefs .you offer to (how in my protection. And 
'.Lmake nodpubtbut Mrs. EUifon will let yon fit in 

* 'her pacloKir ifor that purpofe.' 

Atkinfon with the utmoft readtnefs undertook the 
ofi«c*of porter; and Mrs. EUifon as readily allotted 
hifii>-afdacein her back parlour, where he continued 
three Says together, from eight in the morning till 
twelve at night ; during which time, he had foine. 
timea the company of Mrs. ElUfon, and fometimes 
of Booth, Amelia, and Mrs. Bennet too; for this laft 
had taken as great a fancy to Amelia, as Amelia had to 
her ; and therefore as Mr. Booth's affairs were now no 
fcerec in the neighbourhood, made her frec^uent vifitc 
Vou X. L ^Nj.\v\^ 
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during the confinement of her hn/band, and confer 
quently her own. 

Nothing, as I remember, happened in this inter-' ' 
val of time more worthy notice than the following 
card, which Amelia received from her old acquaint-' 
ance Mrs. James. * Mrs. James fends her compli- 

* ments to Mrs. Booth, and defires to know how (he 

* does; for as ihe hath not had the favour of feeing* 

* her ac her own houfe, or of meeting her in any pub-' 

* lie place, in fo long time, fears it may be owing to* 

* Li health.' 

Amelia had long given over all thoughts of her* 
fftend, aAd doubted not but that (he was as entirely 
given over by her ; (he was very much furprifed at this' 
meiTage, and under fome doubt whether it was not' 
meant as an infult, cfpecially from the mention of pub-' 
lie places, which (he thought fo inconfiftent with her 

J relent circumftances, of which ihe fuppofed Mrs. 
aides was well apprifed. However, at the entreaty 
of her hufband, who langui(hed for nothing more than' 
to be again reconciled to his friend James, Ameliaun-' 
dertook to pay the lady a vi(it, and to examine into- 
the myftery of this condu£l, whicb>appeared to her* 
fo unaccountable. ' 

Mrs. James received her with a degree of civility 
that amazed Amelia, no lefs than her coldnefs had 
done before. Sherefolved to come to an eclairciiTe* 
ment, and having fat out fome company that came in,' 
when they were alone together, Amelia, after fome 
iilence, and many offers to fpeak, at laft faid, ^ my 

* dear Jenny (if you will nowfuiFer me to call yoa* 

* by fo familiar a name) have you entirely forgot a* 

* certain young lady who had the pleafure of being 

* your intimate acquaintance at Monipellier?* m' 

* Whom do you mean, dear madam ?* cries Mrs. * 
James, with great concern.—-' I mean myfelf,' an- 
fwered Amelia.—' You furprife me,. madam,' replied 
Mrs. James. ' How can you afk me that queflion ?'--' 
^ Nay, my dear, I do not intend to offend you,' cries* 
Amelia; ' buti am really deiirous to folve to myfelf 

* the reafon of that coldnefs which you fhoweds me, 
' whea yoa did me the favour of a vifit. Can you 

* \jink 
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* thiakyiny dear, I was not difappoiated, when I ex* 

* pe^^led to meet an intimate friend, to receive a cold 

* formal vidcant? Idefire you to examine your own 
^ heart, and anfwer m,e honeilly» if you do not think 

* 1 had fome;litt1e reafon to be dUfatisfied with your 

? behaviour?*—* Indeed, Mrs. Booth/ anfwered the . 
Other lady, ' you furprife me very much ; if there was 

* any thing difpleafing to you in my behaviour, I am 
f extremely concerned at it. I did not know I had 

* beendefedlivein any of the rules of civility, but if I 

* was, madam, I aik your pardon.'— * Js civility then 

* my dear,* replied Amelia, * a fynonymous tern 

* wuhfriendlhip? could I have expc6led,wh(ui I parted 

* the laft time with Mifs Jenny Bath, to have met her 
f the next time in thefhapeof a fine lady, complain- 

* ingof the hardfhip of climbing up two pair of flairs 
' to viiit me, and then approaching me with the diflant 
% airof a new or a (light acquaintance ? Do you think , 

* my dear Mrs. James, if the tables had been turned,. 

* if my fortune had been as high in the world as yours» 

* and you in my diilrefs and abjefb condition, that I 

* would not have climbed as high as the Monument 

* to vifit you ?'—* Sure madam,' cries Mrs. James, 

* I miftake you, or you have greatly miftaken me. 

* Can you complain of my not vifiting you, who 

* have owed me a vifit almoft thefe three weeks ? Nay, 

* did I not even then fend you a card, which fure 
' was doin^ more than all the friendihi^ and good 

* breeding m the world required; but, indeed, as I 

* had met yoa in no pubiicplace, I really thought you 

* was ill ?*— * How can you mention public places to 
' roe,' faid Amelia, 'when you can hardly be a 

* Granger to my prefent fituation ? did you not know, 
' madam, that I was ruined ?'— ' No, indeed, madam, 

* did I not,* replied Mrs. J.:mes: ' I am fure I (hould 

* have been highly concerned if I had.' — * Why, fure 

* my dear,' cries Amelia, * you could not imagine 
« that we were in affluent circumflances, when you 
' found us in fuchaplace, and in fuch a condition.'— 
« Nay, my dear,' anfwered Mrs. James, * fince you 

* are pleafed to mention it firft yourfolf, I own, Iw-'s' 

* iliciie furprifed to fee you in no better lodgings; bu I 
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* concluded you had your own reafonsforlilcing tkem$ 
•* and for my own part, I have laid it down as a poii- 

* tive rule, never to enquire into the private alFairs of 
' any one, efpecially ot my friends. I am not of the 

* humour of fome ladies, who confine tke circle of 

* their acquaintance to one part of the town, and 

* would not be known to vifit in the city for the 
^ world. For my part, I never dropped an acquaintance 

* with any one, while it was reputable to keep it up i 
' and 1 can folemnly declare, 1 have not a Iriend iii 
^ the. world for whom I have a greater efteeto than I 

* have for Mrs. Booth.' 

At this inilant, the arrival of a new viiitant putari 
end to the difcourfe, and Amelia foon after took her 
leave without the leaft anger, but with fome little tin* 
avoidable contempt for a lady, in whofe opinion, as 
we have hinted before, outward form and ceremony 
conftituted the whole effence of friendihip; who va« 
)ued all her acquaintance alike, as each individual 
ferved equally to fill up a place in her vifiting roll, 
and who, in reality, had not the leaft concern for the 
good qualities or well-being of any of them. 

C H A P. V. 

Containing much Jbtroic matter. 

AT the end of three days, Mrs. EHifon's friend 
had fofar purchafed M^. BoothS liberty, that 
lie could walk again abroad within the verge, without 
any danger of having a warrant backed againft him 
by the board before he had notice. As for the ill- 
looked perfons that had given the alarm, it was now 
difcovered that another unhappy gentleman, and not 
Booth, was the obje^ of their purfuit. 

Mr. Booth beiftg now delivered from his fears, 
went, as he. had formerly done, to take his morning* 
walk in the Park. Here he met Colonel Bath in com- 
pany with fome other officers and very civilly paid his 
refpefls to him. But inftead of returning the falqre, 
the colonel looked him full in the face with a very ftern 
cotfAteiiance ; and, if he could be faid to take any 

notice 
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notice of him, h was in fuch a manner as to inform 
kirn be woald take no notice of him. 

BooKh was not more hurt than farprifed at this be- 
kaviour, and refolved to know. the reafon of it. He 
|hejrcibi« watched an opportunity till the colonel was 
ftIone» And then walked boldly up to him, and dcfired 
Id k«ow if he had given him any offence — the colo- 
nel anfwered haftily, ' Sir, I am above being offended 
' with yon, nor do I think it confident with my dig- 

* nicy to make you any anfwer.' Booth replied, 

* I don't know, fir, that I have done any thing tode- 

* fcrve this treatment.' — * Look'ee, fir,' cries the co- 
kmel, * if I had not formerly had fome refped for 

* yoa, I (hould not think you worth my refentmenr. 

* However, as you are a gentleman born, and an of^ 

* icerp and as I have had an eileem for you, I will 

* give you fome marks of it, by putiing it in your 

* power to do yourfelf jullice. I will tell you, there- 

* fore, fir, that you havea£ted likeafcoundrel.' — ^l£ 
' we were mot in the Park,' aniwered Booth warmly.^ 
' I wonld thank you very properly for that compile 

* teent.* — * O fir l* cries the colonel, * we can be fooa 
' in a convenient place.' Upon which Booth an-^ 
fwtred he would attend him wherever he pleafed.— 9 
The colonel then bid him come along, and ftrutted for- 
ward diredkly up Con (litution- Hill to Hyde-Park, 
Booth following him at firft, and afterwards walking 
before him, till they came to that place which may 
be properly called the field of blood, being chat part, 
a Ittcle to the left of the, ring, which heroes have 
cbofen for the fcene of their exit out of this world. 

Booth reached tt^e ring fome time before the co« 
lonel; for he mended not his pace any more than a 
Spaniard. To fay truth, I believe it was not in hit 
power; for he had {q long accuftomed himfelf to one 
and the fame ilrut, that as a horfe, ufed always to 
trotting, can fcarce be forced into a gallop, fo could 
BO pamon force the colonel to alter his pace. 

At length, however, both parties arrived at the llfls, 

where the colonel very deliberately took oiF his wig and 

feat, and laid them on the grafs, and then drawing 

kis fword, advanced to Booth, \nVio Idl^^ \\Vl^>h\^%Nxv% 

L 3 * ^\^.^^ 
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drawn weapon im his hand, but had made no other 
preparation for the combat. 

The combatants now engaged with great fury, and 
after two or three palTes, Booth ran the colonel through 
the body and threw hitn on the ground, at the fame 
time poffeffing himfelf of the colonel's fword. 

As foon as the colonel was become mailer of his 
fpeech, he called out to Booth in a very kind voice^ 
and faid, * You have done my buiinefs, and fatisfied 
' me that you are a man of honour, and that my bro- 

* ther James muft have been miilaken : for I am con- 
"* 'vinced, that no man who will draw his fword in (6 

* gallant a manner is capable of being arafcal ; d — h 

* me, . give me a bufs, my dear boy, I aik your par- 

* don n>r that infamous appellation I dishonoured 

* your dignity with ; but, d— n me, if it was not 

* purely out of love, and to give you an opportunity 

* of doing yourfelf juftice, which I own you hav6 

* done like a man of honour. What may be the con* 

* fcquence I know not, but, I hope» at leail, I (hall 
"• live to reconcile you with my brother.* 

Booth fhowed great concern, and even horror in hil 
countenance. • Why^ my' dear colonel,' faid he; 

* would you force roe to this ? For Heaven's fake, tell 

* me, what I have ever done to offend you.* 

* Me!* cried the colonel. * Indeed, my dear child, 

* you never did any thing to offend me. Nay, I have 
'*■ aded the part of a friend tovou in the whole affair* 
' I maintained your caufewitb my brother as long as 
'■* decency would permit. I could not flatly vrontradid 

* him, though, indeed, I fcarce believed'him* But 
•* what could I do; 4f J had liot fought with you, I 

* muft have been obliged to have fought with;him ? 

* However^ I hope, what is done will be fu'iHcient, 

* and that matteri may be difcommodaSed wirhoot your 
' being put to the neceility of fighting any more on 

* this occafion.* 

* Never regard me,' cried Booth eagerly ; * for Hea- 
« ven's fake think of your own prefervation. Let me 

* put you into a chair and get you a fnrgeon.* 

* 7'hou art a noble lad * cries the colonel, who waj 
J20fi^ got on his legs, * Mkdl2Lcn^^\\k^Vai^xA.C\\\(<> 
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well over. For tbough your fword went quite through^ 
ic flanted fo, that 1 apprehend there is little danger 
of life. However, I think there is enough done ta 
put an honourable end to the aFair, efpecially as yoa . 
was Co hafty to difarm me. I bleed a little, but I can - 
walk to the houfe by ihe water ; and if you will fend 
me a chair thither, I Hiall be obliged to you.' 

As the colonel refufed any alTiflance (indeed he was 
very able to walk without it, though with fomewhat 
lefs dignity than ufual) Booth fet forward to Grovef- 
nor- Gate, in orderto procure the chair, and foon af* 
ter returned with one to his frh&nd ; whom having 
conveyed into it, he attended himfelf on foot into- 
Bond-ftreety where then lived a very eminent fur* 
geon. 

The furgeon having probed the wound, turned to- 
wards Booth, who was.apparently the guilty pf rfon, 
and faid with a fmile,. * Upon my word, Sir, yuu have 
^ performed the bufinefs with great dexterity.' 

• Sir,* cries the colonel to the furgeon, * I would 

* not have yon imagine I am afraid to die. I think I 
' Jcnow more what belongs to the dignity of a man; 

* and, I believe, 1 have (hown ic at the head of aline 

* of battle. Do not impute my concern to that fear^ 

* when I aik yen whether there is, or is not any dan* 

* ger?' 

* Really, colonel,' anfwered the furgeon, whoweU 
knew the complexion of the gentleman then under hi» 
hands, * it would appear luce prefumption to fay^ 
' that a man who had been jail run through the hody^ 
■* is in no manner of danget. Bat this, 1 think, I may 

* aifure yoa, that I yet perceive no very bad fymptom^^ 
■* and nnlefs fomething worfe (hould appear, or a fe- 

* ver be the confequence, [ hope you may live to be 
f again, with all your dignity, at]the head of a line of 
« battle.* ^ . 

' I am glad to hear that is your Opinion,* qooth the 
colonel, * forlamnotdeiirousofdying,thoughlamnot 

* afraid of it. Butif any thing worfe than you apprehend 

* ihould happen, Idelireyou will beawitnefsofmyde*^ 

* xlaration niat this young gentleman is entirely inno- 

* cent. I, forced him to do wha.i U« dvd^ < VU ds.%.\ 
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* Booths r am pleaied matters are as they are. Yoii 

* are the BtSt man that ever gained an advantage over 

* me ; bat it was very lucky tor yon that you difarmcd 

* me* and I doubt not» but you Yizyt tht equananimi^ 

* ty to think fo. If the bufinefs, therefore, hath 

* ended without doing any thing to the purpofe, it 

* was fortune's pleafure, and neither of ourfaults^* : 
Booth heartily embraced the colonel, and afTared 

him of the gr^t fatisfadlion he had received from the 
fur^eon's opinion ; and foon after the two combatants 
took their leave of each other. The colonel, after he 
ivas drefled, went in a chair to his lodgings, and Booth 
walked on foot to his ; where he luckily arrived wittb- 
oat meeting any of Mr. Murphy's gang; a danger 
which never once occurred to his imagination till he 
was out of it. 

The affair he had been about, had indeed fo entire- 
ly occupied his mind, that it had obliterated every 
other idea; among the reft, it caufed him fo abfo** 
lutely to forget the time of the day, that though he 
had exceeded the time of dining above two hours, he 
, had not the ieaft fufpicion of being at home later than 
«faal. 

C H A P. VL ' * . 

/» i\}hich tht readtr wli find nuHttr nuwihy hh c^fi* 
deration* 

AM E L I A having waited above an hour for her 
hufband, concluded, as he was the moil punc- 
tual man alive, that he had met with ibme engage- 
ment abroad, and fat down to her meal with her chil- 
dren ; which, as it was always'vncomfbrtable in -the 
abfence of her huiband, was very fhort ; fo that before 
)iis retuFn, all the apparatus of dining was entirely 
removed . 

Booth fat fome time with his wi*e, expedting every 
minute when the little maid would make her appear* 
fence; at lad curiofity, 1 believe, rather than appe- 
tite, made him aik, how long it was to dinner? To 
dinner I my dediV^ an fwered Amelia; fare yon have 
dined, I hope} Booth rep\\tduiXVi^u«^«x\st\ n^n 
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which his wife Parted from her chair, &nd beflirred 
herfelf as nimbly to provide him a repail* as the moft 
iDdttftrioys hoftefs in the kingdom doth» when fome 
fiBexpedted gueft of extraordinary quality arrives at 
h^x hoofe. 

The reader hath not, I think, from any pa/Tages 
hitherto recorded in this hidory, had much reafon t» 
accafe Amelia of a blameable curiofity; hewillnof]^ 
^ I hope, conclude that fhe gave an inftance of any fqck 
fault, when* upon Booth's having fo long overilaid his 
time, and fo greatly midaken the hour of the day, and 
upon fome other circumftances of his behaviour (for 
he was too honeft to be good at concealing any of his 
thoughts) (he faid to him, after he had done eatings 
' My dear, I am Aire fomething more than ordinary 
' hath happened to-day, and I beg you will tell me 
^ what it is.' 

Booth anfwered, that nothing of any confequence 
had happened ; that he had been detained by a friend, . 
whom he met accidentally,, longer than he exptdied*. 
In fhort, he made many (hufHing and evafive anfwers, 
not boldly lying out, which, perhaps, would have 
Succeeded, but poorly and vainly endeavouring to re- 
concile faliehbod with truth. An attempt which fe]dom« 
fails^U) betray the moft pradifed deceiver. 

How impofiible was it therefore for Booth to fuc- 
ceed in an art for which nature had fo entirely difqua-* 
lified him. His countenance indeed confe^ed fafler 
' than his tongue denied ; and the whole of his beha-. 
vionr gave Amelia an« alarm, and made her fufpedt- 
fomething very bad had happened; and as her* 
thoughts turned prefently on the badnefs of their cir* 
cumftances, (he feared fome mifcbief from his creditors - 
had befallen him: for fhe was too ignorant of fuch 
matters to know, that if be had fallen into the hands 
of the Philiilines (which is the name given by the 
faithful to bailiffs) he would hardly have beenable (o 
foon to recoverhis liberty. Booth atlaft perceived her 
to be fo nneafy, that as he faw no hopes of contriving 
any fidlion to fatisfy her, bethought himfelf obliged to - 
tell her the truths or at lead part of the truth, and- 
confefled thathe had had a little SkimuSk with Colonel 
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Bath, in which, he faid, the colonel had received af 
flight wound, not all dangerous; and this, fays he, 
38 all the whole matter. * If it be fo,' cries Amelia, 
« I thank Heaven no worfe hath happened j but why, 
« my dear, will you ever converfe with that madman^ 

* who can embrace a friend one moment, and fight 
« wth him the next?' — * Nay,. my dear,' anfweTed 
Bb6th, ' you yourfelf ii(iaft confefs, though he be a 
4 'H^tle too much on the f «i viv^, he is a man of great 
*• honour and good-nature.'—* Tell me not,' replied 
ihe, * of fuch good-nature and honour as would fa- 

* cnfice a friend, and a whole family to a ridiculous 

* whim. O Heavens!" cried flie, falling upon her 
knees, * from what mifery. have I efcaped, from what 

* have thefe poor babes efcaped through your gracio^^^ 
*■ providence this day I'— Then turning ro her hulband 

— (he cried—* But are you fure the monfter's wound i^ 

* no more dangerous than you fay ? A monfler furely 
^< I may call him, who can quarrel with a man that 
' could not, that I am convinced would not offend 
•him.' ^ 

- Upon this queftion. Booth repeated the aflu ranees 
which the furgeon had given them, j>erhaps with a 
little enlargement, which pretty well fatisfied Amelia; 
and inflead of 'blaming her hufband for whai he had 
done, (he tendeHy embraced him, and again returned 
thanks ta Heaven for his fafety. 

In the evening, Booth infiiied on paying a (hort 
Tiiit to tike colonel, highly againft the inclination of 
Amelia, who, by many arguments and entreaties en- 
deavoured'to difliiade her hufband from continuing an 
acquaintance; in whkh, (he faid, (he (hould always 
forefee much danger for the future. However, fbe 
'was at laft prevailed upon to acquiefce; and Booth 
went to the colonel, whofe lodgings happened to be 
in the verge as well as his own. 

He found the colonel in his night-gown, and his 
' great chair, engaged with another officer at a game of 
chefs. He rofe immediately, and having heartily era- 
braced. Booth, piefented him to hi^ friend, faying, he 
* had the honour to introduce to him as* brave and as 
^^orfitiniinQut a man as any in the king'a dominions..^** 
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He then took Booth with him into the next room* and 
deiired him not to mention a word of what had hap- 
pened in the morning, faying, * I am very well ia- 

* tisfied that no more hath happened ; however, as it 

* ended in nothing, I could wifh it night remain a 
. * fecret.* Booth told him he was heartily glad to irnd 

him fo well> and promifed never to mention it nK>re to 
tny one. 

.. The game at chefs being bat joft begun, and nei* 
.therof the parties having gained any confiderable ad- 
vantage, they neither of them infiiled on continuing^ 
it ; and now the colonel's antagonift took his leave^ 
ftnd left the coloael and Booth together, \ 

As foon as they were alone^ the latter eafneftly en- 
treated the former to acquaint him with the real caufe 
of his a^ngev ; * for may I periOi,*' cries. Booth, * H I' 

* can even guefs^ what I have ever done to offend either 

* you, oryourbrothes Colonel J^mes.*' 

* Look'ee, child,' cries the colonel, * Itell yon li 
.* am for my own part fatisfied: for I apti convinced*- 

* that a man who will fight, can never be a rafcal ;, 

* and therefore,, why fhouidyou enquire any more of 

* me at prefent ? When I, fee my brother James, 11 

* hope to reconcile all matters,, aiidperhaps no more 

* fwordsneed bedraw on this occafion/ But Booth> 
fUll pern fling in his defire, the colbnel, after Come- 
hefitatian, with a tremendous oath, cried out, <- Ido 
^ not think myfelf at liberty to refufe you, after the in^ 

^ * dignity 1 offered you ; to, fince you demand it of* 
*- me-, I will inform you. My brother toid,rooyoiu 
^ had ufed himdi/honourably, and had devt Heated *h]s 

* chara£te£ behind his back. He g^ve me his word- 
*^ too,, that he was well affured of what he f;»id.> 
*• What could I have done, though 1 owntoyou Ididr 
*" not believe him, and your behavioui* fince hath con- 
*• vinced me I was in.the^ right ; iimud, either/ hkve 

* given hi'ih the lie and fought with him:,, or' elfe I: 
^ was obliged to behav« as I did,, and^fi^^ht' with you. 
*• And iiow, my lad, I.leav^itto youtodo as you 
•^ pleafe ; but if you are laid under any neceflity to do • 
^ ^ourfelf further .juftice, it is your own fault.' 

L-6 • AlasL 
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* Alas! colonel,' anfwcrcd Booth, * bcfidcs the ob- 

* ligations 1 have to the colonel, I have really fo much 

* love for him, that I think of nothing lefs than re- 

* fentment. All I wi(h, is to have this affair brought 

* to an ecIairciiTement, and to fatisfy him that he is 

* in an error: for though his aifertions are cruelly in« 
^ jurious, and I have never defer ved them, yet I am 

* convinced he would not fay what he did not himfelf 

* think. Some rafcal, envious of his friendship for 

* roe, hath belyed me to him ; and the only refeat* 

* ment I defire is to convince him of his miftakc.' 
At thefe words— the colonel grinned horribly a 

ghaAly fmile, or rather fneer, and anfwered> ' Young 

* gentleman, you may do as yon pleafe; but by the 
' eternal dignity of man, if any man breathing had 

* taken a liberty with my character,— here, here— 

* Mr. Booth (ftiowing his fingers) here— *d-*-B ifae^ 

* ihould be his noftrils: he (hould breathe throdgh 
"* my hands, and breathe hfslaft-^— n me.' 

Booifa anfwered, ' I think, Ceionel, I may appeal 

* to your teftimony that I dare do myfelf joftice ; fince 
^ he who dare draw his fword agaimtt you, can hard- 

* ly be fuppoied to fcnr any otiier perfon ; hot I re- 

* peat to you again, that I lore colonel James fo well, 

* and am io greatly obliged to him, that it would be 
^ almoft indifferent tome,whetherI direded my fword 
< agatnft his breath, or my own.' 

The colonel's mufcles were conliderably foftened by 
Booth's lad fpeech; but he again contra£led them in- 
to a vafl degree of fiercenefs, before he cried out— 
'* Boy, thou haft reafon enough to be vain 1 for thou 
^ art the firft perfon that ever could proudly fay he 

* gained an advantage over me in combat. I believe, 

* indeed, thou art not afraid of any man breathing, 
'* and as I know thou haft fome obligations to my 

* brother, I do not dtfcommend thee^ for nothing 

* more becomes the dignity of a man than gratitude. 

* Befides, as I am fatisfyed my brother can produce 
« ttieauthorofthe flander— I fay, I am fatisfied of 
« that, d— n me, if any man alive dares aflert the 
^ contrary, for chat would be to make my brother 

'himfelf 
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* hitnfelf aliar— I will makt him prod uce "his autbor ; 
' and then, my dear boy, your doing younelf pco- 

* per juftice there* will bring you Bnely put of the 

* whole affair. As foon as my furgeon gives me leave 

* to go abroad, which, 1 hope, will be la a few i^ysp 

* I will bring my brother James to a uvern, where 

* yon fhall meet us ; and i will engage my hoaour,. 

* my whole dignity to yon, to make you friends*' 
The afTurance or the colonel gave Booth great plea* 

fure ; for few perfons ever loved a friend better than 
he did James ; and as for doing OHlitary juflice on the 
author of that fcandalous report which had incenfed 
his friend againft him, not Bath himfelf was ever 
more ready on fach an occafion than Booth to ext. 
cute it. He foon after took his leave, and returned 
home in high (pirits to his Amelia, whom he found ia 
Mrs. Ellifon's apartment, eagaged in a party at bmbre 
with that lady, and her right honourable xoufin. 

His lordihip had, it feems, had a fecond iatervievr 
with the great man, and having obtained farther h(^s 
(for I think there was not yet an abfolnte procnife) of 
faccefs in Mr. Booth's afiairs^ his ufual good nature 
brought him isi mediately to acquaint Mr. Booth with 
it. As he did not therefore £nd him at home, and as 
he met with the two ladies together, he refolved to 
Hay till his friend's return, which he was a/Tured 
would not be long, efpecially as he was fo lucky, he 
laid, to have no particular engagement that whole 
evening. 

We remarked before,, that his lordfhip, at the firft 
interview with Amelia, had difUnguifiied her by a 
Bore particular addrefs from the other ladies; but that 
now appeared to be rather owing to his perfe^l good 
breeding, as (he was then to be coniidered as the 
midrefs of the houfe, than from any other preference. 
Hitf prefent behaviour made this flill more manifet ; 
fer as he was now in Mrs. Ellifon's apartment, though 
ihe was his relation and an old acquaintance, he ap« 
plied his converfation rather more to her than to Ame- 
lia. His eyes, indeed, were now and then guilty of 
the contrary diflindion, but this was only by Health ; 
for they conilantly withdrew the moment they were 
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difcovered. In ihort. he treated Amelia with the 
greatefl diftance, and at the fame time with the moft 
profoand and awful re(pe6l ; bis 'converfation was fo 
general, A> lively, and fo obliging, that Amelia, 
when fhe added to his agreeablenefs the obligatioDS 
Ihe had to him for his friend (hip to Booth, was cer- 
< tainly as much pleafed with his lordlhip, as any vir- 
tuous woman can poflibly be with any man, befides 
her own hulband. 

CHAP. VII. 

Containing 'various mattirs, 

WE haire already mentioned the goc^d humour in 
which Booth returned home; and the reader 

. will eafily believe it was not a little increafed by the 

? ffood humour in which he found his company. My 
K>rd received him with the utmoft marks of friendfhjp 
and affedion, and told him that his affaira went on 
as well almoft as he himfelf could defire, and that 
he doubted not very foon to wifh him joy of a com- 
pany. 

When Booth had made a proper return to all hie 

. lordihip's unparalleled goodnefs, he whifpered Ame*. 

'*• lia that the colonel was entirely out of. danger, and 
almoil as weH as himfelfi This made her fatisfadUoa 

.' complete, threw her into fuch (pints, and gave fuch; 
a luttre to her tyt^^ that her face^.as Horace fays, 
was too dazzling to be looked at; it was certainly 
too handfome to be looked at without the high eft ad« 
miration. 

His lordfliip departed about ten o'clock, and left 

, the company in raptures with him,> efpecially the two 

. ladies, of \\hom it is difficult to (ay which exceeded 
the other in his' commendations. Mrs. Eliiibn' fwore- 
ihe believed he was the bcft of all humankind ;, and 

* Amelia without making any exceptiL>n, declared he- 

• was the fined gentleman, and moft agi>eeable man fhe 
had ever feen m herlife ; adding, it was great pity he 

. &ould remain* fingle. * That's true indeed,' cries 

; Mrs. Ellifon, *■ and I have often lamsntexl. it, nay, I 

/ am a^aniihed. atit, con£dering the great liking he- 
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♦* always (hows for onr fe^, and he may certainly have 

< the choice of aH The real reafon, I believe, is.his 

* fondnefs for his (ifter's children. I declare, itiadam, 
*- if you was to fee his behaviour to them, you would 

< think they were his own. Indeed, he is vaftly fond 

* of all manner of children.' — • Good creature,* cries 
Amelia, * if ever he doth me the honour of another 
*' vifit, I am reiblved I will fhow him my little things.. 

* I think, Mrs. Ellifon,. as yov (ay my lord loves 
« children, I may fay, without vanity^ he will not fee 

* mamy foch.'— * No^, indeed, will he not,* anfwered 
Mrs. Ellifon, * and now I think on^, madam, I won* 

* dcr at my own ilupidity in never making the offcw 

* before; bat fince you put it into my head, if yea 

* will give me leave, I'll take mailer and mih to waft 
^ on my ford's nephew and niece. They are very 




* I know what will hajppen ; for he is the moft ge*i^ 

* nerous of all human beinga.' 

. Amelia very readily accepted the favour which Mr»» 
Ellifon offered her; but Booth exprefl*ed fome reludl- 
•oce. * Upon my wOrd,my dear,' faid he, with a fmile^ 
^ this behaviour of our's puts me in mind of the com>* 
' mon condud of bergars ; who, whenever they re* . 

* ceivea favour, are fure to fend other objedls io the 
« hme fountain of charity. Don't we, my dear, re* 

* pay oor obligations to my lord in the fame mannerf 

* by fending; our children a begging to kim ?* 

« O beaftly 1* cries Mrs. Ellifon, « how could fuch 

* ft thought enter your brains! I preteft, madam, I 
' begin to grow aihamed of this hufband of your's. 

< How can you have fo vulgar a way of thinking f 
'* Begging, indeed ! the poor little dear things a beg. 

* ging— If my lord was capable of fuch a though t, 
« though he was my own brother inftead of my cod fin, 
' I fhould fcorn kim too much ever to enter his doors.* 
.-*< O dear madam,*, anfwered Amelia, * you take 

* Mr. Booth too feriouily, when he was only in jefl; 

< and the children (hall wait upon you whenever yon 
« pleafe,' - 
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Tfaoagh Booth had been a lictle more in earneft than 
Amelit had reprefented him* and was not, perhaps, 
quite (o much in the wrong as he was confidered by 
Mrs. Elliibn; yet, feeing there were two to one a* 
gaind him» lie wifely thought proper to recede, and 
let his iimile go off with that aix of a jeft, which hi« 
wife had given it. 

Mrs. Ellifon, however, coald not let it pafs with- 
out paying (bme compliments to Aaelia^s nnderdand* 
ingt nor withput fome obfcure reflections upon Booth, 
iwith whom t&e was^ more offended than the matter re- 
quired. She was indeed a woman of moft profufe 
generofity* and could not bear a thought which (he 
deenned vulgar or fneaking. She afterw^s launched 
Ibrth the moft profuA; eocomiums of his lordihip's 
liberality, and concluded the evening with ibme 
fnftances which he had given of that vutue, which, 
if not the nobleft, is, perhaps, one of the moft ufeful 
to fociety, with which great and rich men can be 
endowed. 

The next morning early, Serjeant Atkinfon came 
to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and defired to fpeak 
with hia honour in private. Upon which, the lieu- 
tenant and ierjeant took a walk together in tiie Park. 
Booth expeded every minute when the ferjeaAt would 
open his inouth, under wliich expedation, he <:«n«> 
tinned till he came to the ^nd of th^ Mall, an.d fo he 
jnight have continued till he came to the end of the 
world : for though feveral words ftood at the end «f the 
ferjeant's lips, there they were likely to remain ^for 
ever. He was -indeed in the condition of a mifer,. 
'whom a charitable; irhpulfe hath impelled to draw« 
£ew pence to the edge of his pocket, where they tare 
altogether as fecure, as if they wejre in the bottom-: 
for, as the one hath not the heart to part with « 
farthing ; fo neither hath the other the heart to fpeak 
a word. 

Booth at length wondering that the ferjeant did not 
fpeak, a&ed him, what his buiinefs was ; when the 
Jatter, with a ftammering voice, began the fbllowing 
apology : * I hope, Sir, your honour will not be an- 
' g^'Xf nor take any thing amifs of me^ I do afture 
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* you, ir was not of my feekipg, nay, I d^e not pro* 

* ceed in the inauer without firft aiking your leave« 

* indeed, if I had taken any liberties from thegood- 

■ jaefs you have been pleafed to fbowtne, I (hould look 

* upon myfelf as one of the moft worthier and de« 

* fpicable of wreiches ; but nothing is farther from 
< my thoughts. 1 know the diftance which is be- 

* tween us ; and becauCe your honour hath been fb 
' kind and good as to treat me with more familiarity 
^ than any .other officer ever did, if I had been bafe 

* enough to take any freedoms, or to encroach upon 

* your honour's goodnefs, I (hould deferve to be whip- 

* ped through the regiment. I hope therefore. Sir, 

■ you will not fufpeS me of any fuch attempt J 

* What can all this mean, Atkinfon,* cries Booth ; 

* what mighty matter would you introduce with all 

* this previous apology ?* 

* I am almofl afhamed and afraid to mention it,' an« 
fwered the ferjeant, * and yet I am fnre, your honour 
^ will belitve what 1 have faid, and not think any 
^, thing owing ro my own prefumption ; and at thie 

* fame time, 1 have no reafon to think you would do 
' any thing to fpoil my fortune in an honeft way, 

* when it is dropped into my lap without my own feek- 

* ing. For may I periih if it is not all the lady's own 

* goodnefs, and I hope in Heaven, with your ho« 
' nour's leave, I (halllive to make her amends for it.^ 
•—In a word, that we may not detain the reader's 
curioiity quite fo long as he did Booth's, he acquainted 
that gentleman that he had had an offer of marriage 
from a lady of his acquaintance, to whofe company 
^e had introduced him, and defired his permiffion to 
accept of it. 

Booth mud have been very dull indeed, if after 
what the ferjeant had faid, and after what he had heard 
Mrs. Ellifon fay, he had wanted any other informa- 
tion concerning the lady. He anfwered him briikly 
and chearfuUy, that he had his free confent to marry 
any woman whatever ; ' and the greater and richer 

* (he is,' added he, ' the more I (hall be piea&d with 

* the match, 1 don't enquire who the lady i^,' iaid 
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he, fmiling, * but I hope (he will make as good a w ife» 
< as I am convinced her hufband will deferve.' 

' Your honour hath been always too good to me,' 
cries Atkinfan, ' but this I promife yoa, I will do all in 

* my power to merit the kindnefs (he is pleafed to (how 
' me. I will be bold to fay (he will marry an honeft 
^ man, thoogh he is but a poor one ; and (he (hall 

* never want any thing which I can give her or do 
■ for her, while my nante is Jofeph Aikinfon.* 

* And fo her name is a fecrec, Joe; is itf' crie» 
Booth. 

* Why, Sir,* anfwered the ferjeant, * I hope your 
/ honour will not infill upon knowing that, as I 

* think it would be di(honourabIe in me to mention 
' it/ 

* Not at all,' replied Booth, * I am the fartheft in 

* the world from any fuch de(ire. I know thee better 

* than to imagine thou wouldft difclpfe the name of a 
' fair lady.' Booth then (hook Aikinfon heartily by 
the band, and a(rured him earneftly of the joy he had 
in his good fortune; for which the good ferjeant failed 
not of making all proper acknowledgements. After 
which they parted, and Booth returned home. 

As Mrs. £llifon opened the door. Booth haftily 
Tulhed by i for he had the utmoft difficulty to prevent 
laughing in her face. He ran diredily up ftairs, and 
throwing himfelf into a chair, difcharged fuch a fit 
ol* laughtefr as greatly furprifed, and at firft, aimoft 
frightened his wife. 

Amelia, it will be fuppofed, prefently enquired ia-^ 
to the cauie of this phaenomenon, with which Booths 
-as foon as he was able (for that was not within a few 
minutes) acquainted her. The news did not afiefi 
ber in the fame manner it had affe^led her hu(band. 
On the contrary, (he cried, * I protefi 1 cannot gueis 
^ what makes you fee it in fo ridiculous a light. I 

* really think Mrs. Ellifon hath chofen very well» J 

* am convinced Joe will make her one of the beft of 

* hu(band8 ; and in my opinion, that is the grcateft 
^ bleffing a woman can be po(re(red of.' 

. Hoiyever,wbenMrs.£llifoncameintoherroomalittle 
Miilc afterwards to feicVk die OMlditu^ kmftV\»L became 
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' of a more rifible difpofifion, efpecially wh^n the for- 
mer turning to Booth, who was then prefent^ faid» 

* SOy captain^ my jantee ferjeant was very earlv here 

* this morning. 1 fcolded my maid heartily tor let* 
' ting him wait fo- long in the fentry like a lacqnais* 
' when (he might have mown him into my inner apart-^ 

* ment.' At which words, Booth burft out into a very 
loud laugh ; and Amelia herfelf could no more pre- 
vent laughing than fhe could blufhing* 

* Heyday!' cries Mrs. EUifon, « what have I faid 
' to caufe all this mirth ?* and at the fame time blu(h* 
ed, and looked very filly, as is always the cafe with 
perfons who fufped themfelves to be the objeds of 
Jaaghter, without abfolutely taking what it is which 
snakes them ridiculous* 

Booth ftill continued laughing ; but Amelia com* 
pofing her mufcles, faid, * I ^& your pardon^ dear 
.« Mrs. fillffon; but Mr. Booth hath been in a ftrange 
< giggling humour all this morning ; and I really 

* think it is infedious.' 

. ' I afk your pardon too, madam,' cries Booths 

* but one is fometimes unaccountably foolifli.' 

. * Nay, but ferioufly,' faid (he, * what is the mat^ 
5 teri-r^ Something! |ai^ aboii^t the ferjeant, I believe; 

* but you may laugh as much as you pleafe, I am not 
^ aihamed of owning, 1 think him one of the prettieft 
f fellows 1 ever faw in my life; and, I own, I fcolded 
^ my maid at fufFering him to wait in my entry; and 
> where is the. mighty ridiculous matter, pray ?' 

* .* None at all,.anf^ered Bopth, * a^d, I hope, 

* the next time he will bje a(hered into your inner 
« apartment.' 

« Why (houM he not, Sir?' replied (he, * for where* 

* ever he is ulhered, I am convincecl he will behave 

* himfclf as a gentleman (hould.' 

. Here Amelia put an end to the difcourfe, or it might 
have proceeded to very great lengths : for Booth was 
pf a. waggifh inclination ; and Mrs* EUifon was not 
a lady of the niceft delicacy. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Thi ber9ick bibaviour of CJonelBaih, 

BOOTH went this morning to pay ft fecond vifh 
to the colonel, where he found Colonel James. 
Both the colonel and the lieatenant appeared a li;tle 
^ihocked at their firft meeting ; but matters were fooa 
cleared up; for the former prefently advanced to ihe 
Matter, /hook him heartily by the hand^ and faid-— ^ 
' Mr. Booth, I 'am afhamed to fee you ; for I have 
' injured you, and I heartily afk your pardon. I am 

* now perfedlly convinced, that what I hinted to my 
' brother, and ivhicb I find had like to have pro* 

* duced fuch fatal confequences, was entirely ground*^ 

* lefi. If you will be contented with my aikiog your 
^ pardon, and fpare d^ the difagreeable remembrance 

* of what led me into my error, I ihall eileem it a» 

* the highefl obligation.' 

Booth anfwered, * As to what regards yourfelf, 

* my dear colonel, I am aban^antly fatisfied ; bat, a* 
' I am conviiiced, fome rafcal hath been my enemy 
^ with you 16 the crael left manner, I hope you will 
^ not deny me the opportunity of kicking him through 

* the world.* 

^ By all the dignity of man/ cries Colonel Bath>. 

* the boy fpeaks with fpirit,' and his requeft is rea^ 

* fonable.* 

Colonel James kefltited a moment, and then whif« 
fer^d Booth that he woald give him all the fatisla£Hon 
amaginabte, eoncerhing^ the whole affair, When they 
were alone together; upon which. Booth addreffing 
Mmfetf to Colonel Bath, the difcottrfe ttfrned on other 
natters, dnrin^ the remainder of the viftt, •which was 
butfhort, and then both went away togetlier» leaving 
Colonel Bath as well as it was poffible to exped, more 
to the fatisfa£lion of Booth than of Colonel James* 
who would not have beend^fplesifed if his wound had 
been more dangerous : for he Wat gPOW« fomewkat 
weary of a difpoiition that he rather called captious 
than heroic t and which, sl« he every day more and 
Jnore hitcl his wifci he apf tthtudA^ m^x%^i&!t\voQLft 
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or otber give him (bene tf0o4)Le:;for 3ltk was th9 
aioft afiic£kioDate of brothers* and had often fwore in 
the prefeace of Jdmes, that he would eat any mao; 
alive who fhould ufe hi^ Mer ill. 

Colonel Bath was well fatisficd that, hjs brother 
and th«; lientenaiat were -gone out with, a defign of 
tilting, from which he o&red not a fyHable to dif- 
itade theoi, aa he was convinced it- was right, and 
that Booth could not in honour take» nor the colonel 
give any lefs fiitisfadion. When they had been gone*: 
therefore, about half an hour, he rang his beU. to 
enquire if there was any tiews of his brother; ai 
quellion. which he repeated evtry ten mtnutes, for the 
4>ace of twjo hours* when having beajrd nothing of 
ntm, he began to conclude that both; were kiUed on- 
the fpot. 

While he was in this ftate of anxiety, his fifter came* 
te fee him ; ibr, notwithflandiag h^ defire of keep*- 
iog it a fecret, the duel had blaaS all over the town. 
After receiving fome kind congratulations on his' 
fafety, and fome unkind hints concerning the warmth 
of his temper, the colonel aiked her whea. (he had- 
ieen her hufband ; fhe aafwered,-. not that morning,* 
Ue thencomtaanicated-to her his fufpicion : told her 
he was convinced his brother had drawii his fword 
that dayV aiid that as neither of them had. heacd any 
thing from him, he began to apprehend the wof lb 
that could happen. 

Neither Miis Bellamy, nor Mrs. Clbber, were ever 
!n a greater confternation on the ftage, than now ap-> 
pearM in the eoantenance of Mrs. - James. * Gopd 

* Heavens 1 brocher,' cries (he, ' what, do you tell 
' mei you. have, frightened* me to deadi.— Let your 
' man get me a glafs of water immediately, if yoi» 
'• have not a mind to fee me die before your face.* 
' When, where, how was this quarrel, why did yoi» 

* not prevent it, if you knew of it ? Is it not enough 
' to be every day tormenting me with hazarding your 

* own life, but muft you brine the life of one who 

* yoii know muft'be and .ought to be (q mii^l\ the 

* deareft of all to me, into danger? T^e your fword 

* brother^ take^ yonc i'word^. and plunge ijt into my. 
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* bofom; it 'would: be kinder of yoa than to ^\\ it 
' with fuch dreadfr and terrors/—- Here fiie fwalkwed 
thejglafsofwatery and then threw herfelf back in her 
chair, as if fhe had intended to faint awav» 

PerhapSy if (he bad fo, the colonel would have lent 
her no affiftance ; for ihe had hurt him more than bf 
ten thoufand ftabs. He fat ete&, In his chair, with 
his eye-browt knit, his forehead wrinkled, his eyev 
Aaihing with filre^ his teeth grating againfl each other, 
and breathing horror all around him. In this poftnre, 
he fat for (bme time filent, calling difdainful looks at 
his filler. At lad, hit voice found its way through a* 
paffion which had almoft choaked him, and he cried 
out : 'Sifter, what have I done to deferve the opinion 
' yoa expreis of me? which of my adions hath, made 
« yQu conclude that I am a rafcal and a coward ? look 

* at that poof f word, which never woman yet faw but in 

* its ih^ath, what 'hath that done to merit your deilrcr 
<> that it ^ould be contaminated with the blood of a 

* woman?' 

' Alas 1 brother,' cried (he, * I know not what yoa 

* fay; you are defirous, I believe, to terrify me out of 

* the little fenfesl have left, ^hatcanlhavefaid in 
' the agonies of grief, into which you threw me, to 

* deferve this paffion ?' 

* What have yoO faid,'^ anfwered the colonel, * yoa 
' have faid that which if a man had fpoken, nay,- 

< d->n me, if he had but hinted that he; durft even' 

< think, I would have made him eat my fword, by 

< all the dignity of man, I would have crumbled his 

< foul into powder.— -But, I confider that the wordv 

< were fpoken by a woman, and I am calm again.' 
« Confidcr, my dear, that yon are my fifter, and be-» 

* have yourfelf with more (jpirit. I have only men-' 

< tioned to you my furmilei It may sot have hap-* 
' pened as I fufpe^t; but let what will have happen-^ 

< cd, you will have the comfort that your hulband 
' hath behaved himfelf with becoming dignity, and* 
« lies in the bed of honour.* » 

* Vit\k not to me of fuch comfort,' replied the lady,* 
« It is tL lofs I cannot furvive ; but why do I fit here 
' hmenting myfdf 1 I will go thia inftant and know 

• the 
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« the wirft of my fate, if my tremUing limbs will 

* carry me to my coach.— Good morrow> dear bro- 

* ther ; whatever becomes of me, I am glad to find 

* you out of danger,* — The colonel paid her his 
propter compliments, and (he then left the room, but 
returned inftantly back ; faying, ^ Brother, I muft 

* beg the favour of you to let your footman ftep to 

* my manttia-maker, I am fure it is a miracle in my 
' prefent diftradted condition, how it came into my 

* head/— The footman wasprefently fummoned, and 
Mrs. James delivered him his mefTage, which was to 
countermand the orders which fhe had given that 
viery morning, to make her up a new fuit of brocade.- 

* Heaven knows,* fays fhe, * now, when I can wear' 

* brocade, or whether I ever (hall wear it.' And 
now, having repeated her meffage with great exadt* 
nefs, left there (hould be any miftake, (he again la? 
men ted her wretched fituation, and then departed, 
leaving the colonel in full expedlation 6f hearing ' 
ijpeedy news of the fatal iflue of^the battle. 

fiut though the reader ihould entertain the fame 
curiofity, we muft be excufed from fatisfying it, till 
we have firft accounted for an incident which we have 
related in this very chapter, and which we think de« 
ferves fome folution. The* critic, I am convinced, 
already is apprized that I mean the friendly behaviour 
of James to Booth, which, from what we had before 
recorded, feemed fo little to be expelled. 

It muft be remembered, that the anger which the 
former of thefe geiitiemeri had conceived again ft the 
latter, arofe entirely from the falfe account given by 
Mifs Matthews of Booth, whom that lady had accufed 
to Colonel James of having as bafely as wickedly tra- * 
duced his chara6ler. 

Now, of all the minifters of vengeance, there are^ 
none with whom the devil deals fo treacheroufly, as' 
with- thofc whom he employs in-executing the mif- 
chievous purpofi^s of an angry miftrefs; fornofooner ' 
is revenge executed on an offending lover, than it is 
fure to be repented, and all the anger which before 
raged again ft the beloved objedl, returns with dotible 
fury on the head of his afTaffin. 
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Mifs Mattliews^ therefore, no fooner heard that 
Booth was killed (for ib was the report at firft, and 
by a colonel of th« army) than (he immediately con- 
cluded it to be James. She was extremely (hocked 
with the new<9 and her heart iaftantJy began to re* 
lent. All the reafons on which (he had founded her 
love recurred in the (Irongeft and livelieft colours to 
her mindy and all the caufes of her hatred funk dov^n 
and difappeared : or if the leaft remembrance of any 
thing which had difobliged her remained » her heart 
became his zealous advocate, and foon fatisfied her 
that her own fates were more to be blamed than he» 
and that, without being a villain, he could have aded 
BO otherwife than he had done. 

In this temper of mind, ihejooked on herfelf as the 
iQurderer of an innocent man, and what to her was 
much worfe, of the man (he had loved, and ftill did 
love with all the violence imagitiable. She looked 
on James as the tool with which (he had done this 
murder ; and as it i^ ufual for people who have ra(h- 
ly or inadvertently made any animate or inanimate 
thing the inftrumentof mifchief, to bate the innocent 
means by which the mifchief was effeded : (for this 
is a fubtle method which the mind invents to exqufe 
ourfelves, the laft objed on whom we would willing- 
ly wreak our vengeance ;) fo Mifs Matthews now 
h;ated aiid curfed James as the efficient caufe of that 
adi which (he herfelf had contrived, and laboured to 
carry into execution. 

She fat down therefore in a furious agitationt little 
(hort of madnefs, and wrote the following letters 

' T Hope this will ^nA you in the hands of jaftice, 

* JL for the murther of one of the bed friends thst ever 

* man was bled with. In one fenfe, indeed, be may 

* feem to have deferved his fate, by choo(ing a fool 
' for his friend ; for who but a fool would have be* 

* lieved what the anger and rage of an injured woman 
' fuggefted ;— 4 ilory fo im^probable, that I, could 
' fcarce be thought in earneft when I mentioned it. 

. * Know then, cruel wretch* that poor Booth loved 
' you of all men bie&vV^\fk|^ and was, i believe, in 
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' yoar commendation, guilty of as much falfehood, 

* as I was in what I told you concerning hinl. 

' If this knowledge niakes you miferabiei it is nt 

* more than you ha^e made 

< The unhappy 

* F. Matthews.* 



w 



CHAP. IX. 

Siing the laft chapter of thefifih hook. 

E ihall now return to Colonel James and Mr. 
Booth, who walked together from Colonel 
Bath's lodginc; with much mpre peaceable intentions 
than that gentleman had conjedturcd, who dreamed of 
nothing butfwordsand guns, and implements of war. 

The bird cage walk in the Park was the fcene ap- 
pointed by James for unburthening his mind. Thi- 
ther they came, and there James acquainted Booth 
with all that which the reader knows already, and 
gave him the letter which we have inferted at the 
. end of the laft chapter. 

Booth expreffed great aftonifhment at this relation, 
not without venting fome deteftation of the wicked- 
nefsof Mifs Matthews; upon which James took him 
up, fayine;, he ought not to fpeak with fuch abhor* 
rence of &ults which love for him had occaiioned, 

* Can you mention love, my dear colonel,' cried 
Booth, * and fuch a woman in the fame breath ?' 

* Yes, faith ! can I,* fays James ; * for the devil take 

* me, if I know a more lovely woman in the world.' 
Here he began to defcribe her whole perfon ; but as 
we cannot infert all the defcription, fo we (hall omit 
it all ; and concluded with faying, ' Curfe me, if I 

* don't think her the fineft creature in the univerfe. I 

* would give half my eilate. Booth, (he loved me ay 

* well as (he doth you. Though, on fecond con- 

* fideration, I believe I (hould repent that bargain ; 

* for then, very poffibly, I (hould not care a farthing 
« for her.' 

* Yoo will pardon me, dear colonel,' anfwered 
Booth ; * bat to me there appeajrs fomewhat very fm« 

Vol. X. M ^ t^^\^^ 
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* gular in your w^y of thinking. Beauty it indeed 
' theObjjedof liking, great qualitijes of admiratioop 

* good ones of efleem ; bu^, the devil take mc, if 1 
' think any thiivg hut love to be the object of love/ 

' Is there not lOinethin|r jtoo felfiih/ replied James^ 



in that opinion ; bot, withoutconHdering it in thsut 
light, is it not of all things the mod infipid i AU 
on! allfugar! Zonndsl it is enough. to cloy the 



'* (harp-fet appetite of a parfon. Acids ijirely are the 
« moft likely to quicken.' 

< 1 do notioye ceafoning in all^ories/ crie& Booth, 
^ hut with regib-d to love, 1 declare I ntvcr found any 
'* thing cloying in It. I have lived almoft alone witn 

* ray vi^ife near three years together^ was never tired 
'* with her company, nor ever wiflied for any other; 
■* and I am fure, I never tailed any of the acid yci 

* mention to quicken my appetite;* 

* This is all very extraordinary and romantic to 
' me/ anfwered the coloneL * If I was to be ihot 
■* up three years with the iame woman, which 
' heaven forbid ! nothinj^, I think, could keep me 
^ alive, but a temperiis violent as that of Mifs Mat- 
' thews« As tO'lov^e^ it would make me ftck to 

* death iu the twentieth part of that time. If I was 

* fo condemned, let me fee, what would I wij(h the 

* woman to be ? I think no one virtue would be fuffi* 
' cient. With the fpiritof a tigrefs, I would have 

* her be prude, a fcold, a fcholar, a critic, a wit, 

* a politician, and a Jacobite ; and then, perhaps, 

* eternal oppoiition would keep up our fpirits ; and 

* wifhing one another daily at the devil, we ihould 
•' niake aihift to drag on. a damAable ftate of life, 

* without much fpl^n or vapours.* 

' Ai^dfo^ you do not int^d^' cxies Boo^i, •'io J)reak 
< With this woman,'' 

* Not m^re than I havejalready^ if I can help it,' 
.anfwered th^ colonel. 

* And you will be reconciled to her,' faid Bx>oth. 

< Yes, faith! will I, if I can,' anfwered the colo- 
Michr — * ^ hope you have no objeflion*' 

^^one, my dfiar friend,' faid Booxh, < utddfi ob 
fvvour account/ 



Chip. 9* AMELIA* 243 

< I do believe yoo/ faid the colenel * and yet let 

* me tell 700, 70a are a very extraordinary man, not 

* to defire me to quit her on your own account. Up* 

* on my foul, I begin to pity the woman, who hath 

* placea her affedlion, perhaps, on the only man in 

< England of yonr age, who would not return iu Bat 

* for my part, I promife you, I like her beyond all 

* other women; and whilH that is the cafe, my boy, 
* ^ if her mind was as full of iniquity at Pandora's box 

* was of difeafes, Td hug her clofe in mv arms, and 

* only take as much care as poffible to keep the lid 

* down for fear of mifchief. — Bat come, dear Booth/ 
laid he, * let us coniider your affairs; for I am afhamed 

* of having negledted them fo long ; and the only 
' anger I have againil this wench, is, that (he was the 
^ ^ccafion of it. 

Booth then acquainted the colonel with the pro* 
Biifes he had received from the noble lord ; upon 
which, James (hook him by the hand, and heartily 
wiihed him joy, crying, ' 1 do ai&ire yoo, if you. have 
', his intereft, yon will need no other ; I did noi know 

* yon was acquainted with him.' 

To which Mr. Booth anfwered, that he was but a ' 
new acqnaintance, and that he was recommended to 
him by a lady. 

' A lady,' cries the colonel,—' well, I don't aik 

* her name. You are a happy man,. Booth, amoagft 

* the women ; and I affure you, you could have no 
' ftronger recommendation. The peer loves the la* 

* dies, I believe, as well as ever Mark Antony did ; 

* and it is not his fault, if he hath not fpent as much 

* upon them. If he once fixes his eye upon a wo- 
' man, he will ftickat nothing to get her. 

* Ay, indeed I' cries Booth. * Is that hischaradker ?' 
' Ay, faith I' anfwered the colonel, * and thecha- 

< radler of moft men be(ides him. Few of them> I 
^ mean, will dick at any thing befides their money. 

* y^Jiut^ la Bourfif is fometimes the boundary of 

* love as well as friend(hip. And, indeed, I never 
' knew any other man part with his money fo very 

* freely on thefe occaiions. You fee, dear Booths t^^t 

* confidejicelhaveiayoarVvotkour*^ 

Ma * W^^^^ 
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* I hope, indeed, yoo have,' cries Booth, < bat I 

* don't lee what- inflance you now give me of that 

* confidence/ 

* Have not I fhown you,' anfwered James, • where 
' you may carry your goods to market f 1 canafiiire 
''* you, my friend, that is a fecret I would not impart 
< to every man in your fituation, and all circftm* 
^ fiances confidered.' 

•I am very forry, Sir,* cries Booth very gravclyi 
and turning as pale as death, * you (hould entertain 

* a thought of this kind— a thought which hath al« 

* moil frozen up my blood. I am unwilling to be- 

* lieve there are fuch villains in the world ; but there 

* is none of them whom I fhould deteft half ib much 

* «• royfelf, if my own mind had ever fuggefted to 
« me a hint of that kind. I have tailed ot fomedi« 

* firelTes of life, and I know not to what greater I 

* may be driven ; but my honour, I thank Heaven, ft 

* in my own power, and I can boldly fay to foitonci 

* fhe ihall not rob me of it.' 

' Have I not exprefled that confidence^ tny deair 

* Booth ?' anfwered the colonel. * And what you fav 
^ iiow well juilifies my opinion ; fori do- agree'with 

* you, that, coniidering all things, it would be the 

* highedinilanceofdilhonour.' 

* JJiihonoxir, indeed I' returned Booth. • What! to 
• « proftitute my wife!— Can I think there is'fuch a 

* wretch breathing ?* 

* I don't know that,' faid the Colonel ; ' but I am 

* Aire/ it-was very far from my intention to infinUate 
•thelettft^hintof any fuch matter to you. Nor Can 
« I in>agTtfe how you yourfelf could conceive fuch a 

* thought. The goods I meant, were no other than 
' the dharming perfon of Mifs Matthews ; for whom 
■< I am convinced my lord would bid a fwinging price 
*' againft me.' 

Booth's countenance greatly cleak'ed up at this de- 
claration, and he anfwered with a fmile^ that he 
' l!optd he need not give'^the colotfel any afinrantes i 
on that head. However, though he was fatisfied I 
with regaid to ihfe colonel's iuipiciona; yet fctoc I 
chimeras now aroCc \u Vui \^ufiMk^ N^^ck^V^ ^^c- him 
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no very agreeable fenfations. What thefe were the 
fagacioas reader may probably fafpedl ; bat, if be 
ihoald not, we may». perhaps, have occafion to 
open them in the fequel. ^ Here we will put an end' 
to this dialogue, and to the fifth book of thit 
hiftoiy. 
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BOOK VI. 

CHAP. I. 
Fanegyries «ir leantyf niuitb ttber grave mattirs. 

THE Colonel and Booth walked together to the 
latter*8 lodging ; f6r as it was not that day is 
the week in which all parts of the town are indiffeienti 
Booth could not wait on the colonel. 

When they arrived in Spring- Garden, Booth to his 
great Airprile found no one at home but the maid* 
In truth Amelia had accompanied Mrs. Ellifon and 
her children to his lordfhtp's ; for as her little girl 
fhowed a great unwilling nefs to go without her, the 
fond mother was eaiily perfuaded to make one of the 
company.. 

Booth had fcarce ufliered the colonel up to his 
apartment, when a fervant from Mrs. James knocked 
haftily at the door. Th^lady, not meeting with hex 
hufband at her return home, began to defpair of him» 
and performed every thing which was decent on the 
occafion. An apothecary was prefently called with 
Han (horn and Sal Volatile, a dodlor was fent for, and 
mcflengers were difpatched every way ; amongft the 
reft, one was fent to enquire at the lodgings of hia 
fuppofed antagonift. 

The fervant, hearing that his mafterwas alive and 
well above ftairs, ran up eagerly to acqnaiRrhim with 
the dreadful iituation in which he left his miferable 
ladiy at home, and likewife with the occafion of all 

her 
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rcfs, faying, tli'athisladvhkd'becn atherbro-^ 
and had there heard that his honour ^^s killed^ 
lel by Captain Booths 

colonel fmiled at this account, and bid thefer* 
ake hade back to conti^di^b it,-^And then* 
r to Booth, he faid, • Was there ever fuch an-- 
'fellow as this brother of mine f^ I thought ih« 
his behaviour was fomewhat odd at the time, 
pofe he overheard me whifper that I would 
you fatisfafUon, and thence concluded, we' 
together with a defign of tilting.— D — n the 
vf, I begin to erow heartily iick of him,- and 
I could get well rid of him without cutting'his^ - 
^,. which I fometimes apprehend he will infifl^ 
if doing, as a return for my getting himt^ made 
iten ant-colonel/ 

1(1 thefe two gentlemen were commenting on^ 
iradler of the third, Amelia and her companyr 
id, -and all prefently caifie up flairs, not only 
Idren, but the two ladies, laden with trinkets' 
icy had been come from a fair. Amelia, who^ 
en highly delighted all the morning with the 
^e pleafure which her children enjoyed when (he 
ilonel James with her hufband, and perceived 
ft manifefl marks of that reconciliation, which* 
:w had been fo long ind fo earneflly wifhed by 
became fo tranfported with joy that her hap{»« 
i^ fcarce capable of addition. Exercife had^ 
I her face witb Vermillion ; and the higheft 
nrooar had fo fweetened every feature, and a 
w of fpirits had fo lightened up her bright 
bat Ihe was all a blaze of beauty. She feemed, 
» as Milton fublimely defcribes £ve» 

...^ adorned 
li what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 
nake her amiable ■ ' '■ • 

:e was in all her fieps^^ Heaven in her eye;^ 
r'ry gefture, dignity, and ibvie. 

If Waller fweetly, though lefs fubUmtl^^^ti^w 
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Sweetnefs, truth, and every grace. 
Which time and ufe are wont to teach^ 

' The eye may in a moment reach. 
And read diilindly in her face. 

Or to mention one poet more, and him of all the 
fweeteft, fhe Teemed to be the very perfon of whom 
Suckling wrote the following lines, where^ fpeaking 
•f Cupid, he fays, 

«»-All his lovely looks, his ^leafing (ires. 
All his fweet motions, all his taking fmiles^ 
All that awakes, all that inflames deiires. 
All that fweetly commands, all that beguiles^ 
He does into one pair of eyes convey^ 
And there begs leave that he himfelf may ftay. ' 

Such was Amelia at this time when (he entered the 
Toom, and having paid her refpeds to the colonel, fhe 
went op to her nufband, and cried, * O, my dear I 

* never were any creatures fo happy as your little 

* things have been this whole morning ; and all ow- 

* ing to my lord's goodnefs ; fure never was any thing 

* fo good-natured and fo generous ?'— She then made 
the children produce their:prerents, the value of which 
•mounted to a pretty liargefum ; for there was a gold 
watch amongft the trinkets that coft above twenty 
guineas. 

Inftead of difcovering fo much fatisfadtion on this 
occafion as Amelia expeded, Booth very gravely an« 
fwered, * A nd pray, my dear, how are we to repay 

* all thefeobligationstohislordfliipT — •How can you 
^ a&vfo ftrange a queftion ?' criesi Mrs. Ellifon, *• how 

* little do you know of the foul of generofity (for 

* fure my coufin deferves that name) when you call 

* SL few little trinkets given to children, an obliga- 

* tion?' — * Indeed, my dear,' cries Ameliar, * I would 
' have flopped his hand, if it had been poiSble; nay, 

* I w^ forced at laft abfolutely to refufe, or I be- 
' lieve he would haye laid a hundred pound out on 

* thc' children : for I never faw any one fo fond of 
' children, which convmce^ me he is^ one of the beA 
' of men j but I aik vo>iT ^w^^u» ViVitAJ ^^^^wt^ 
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turning to him» ' I fhould not entertain you with thefe 

* {objt&s ; yet I know you have goodaefs enough to 

* excafe the folly of a mother.' 

The colonel made a very low a (Tenting bow ; and 
foon after they all fat down to a fmall repaft ; for the 
colonel had promifed Booth to dine with him wher^ 
they firft came home together ; and what he had iince 
heajrd from his own houfe gave him dill lefs incli« 
nation than ever to repair thither. 

Bat befides both thefe» there was a third and 
Wronger inducement to him to pafs the day with his 
friend ; and this was the defire of pailing it with his 
friend's wife. When the colonel had firft feen Ame- 
lia in France, (he was but juft recovered from a con- 
fumptive habit^ and loo|ced pale and thin ; beiides, his . 
engagements with Mifs Bath at that time took total 
pofTemon of him, and guarded his heart from the im- 
preffions of another woman ; and when he had dined 
with her in town, the vexations through which ihe - 
had lately pailed had fomewhat deadened her beauty; 
beiides he was then engaged, as we have feen, in a 
very warm purfuit of a new miftrefs ; but now he had 
no fuch impediment : for though the reader hath juft 
beforefeen his warm declarations of a paffion for Mifs 
Matthews, yet It may be remembered that he had 
been in pofTeflion of her for above a fortnight ; and 
one of the happy properties of this kind of paflion is, 
that it can with equal violence love half a dozen, or 
half a fcore, different objeds at one and the fame 
time. 

But indeed fuch were the charms.now difplayed by 
Amelia, of which we endeavoured above to draw fome 
faint refemblance, that perhaps no other beauty could 
have fecured him from their influence ; ai^d here, to 
confefs a truth in his favour, however the grave, or 
rather the hypocritical part of mankind may cenfure 
it, I am firmly perfuaded that to withdraw admiration 
from exquifite beauty, or to feel no delight in gazing ^ 
at it, is as impofiible as to feel no warmth f^m the 
moft fcorching >ays of the fun. To run away is all ' 
that is in our power : and^et in the former cafe, if ' 
it mud be allowed we have the power of running 
M 5 a^&.>{^ 
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away» it maft be allowed alfo* that it requires the 
ftrongeft refolution to execute it : for when, as Dry* 
tlen lays. 

All paradife is opened in a face, 

how natural is the delire of going thither! and how 
difficult to quit the lovely profpe^ ! 

And yet» however difficult this may be, my young 
readers, it is abfolutely necefTary, and that immedi- 
ately too; flatter not yourfelves that fire will^ not 
fcorch as well as warm, andjhe longer we ftay within 
its reach, the more we fhall burn*^ The admiratloii 
of a beautiful woman^ though th^ife of ourdeareft 
friend, may at firft perhaps be innocent ; but let us. 
not flatter ouifelves it will always remain fo ; defireis 
fure to fucceed ; and wiflies, hopes, deiigns, with a. 
lon^ train of mifchiefs, tread clofe at dur heels. la 
afl^airs of this kind we may mod properly apply the 
well- known remark of nemo nftnttfuit turpi ffimus. It 
fares indeed with us on this occaiion, as with the un-- 
wary traveller in fome parts of Arabia the defert, whoia 
the treacherous fands inperceptibly betray 'till he it 
overwhelmed and loft. In both cafes the only' fafety 
16 by withdrawing ou)- feet the very firft moment we 
perceive them Aiding. 

This digreffion may appear impertinent to fome 
readers; we could not,, however, avoid the oppor- . 
tunity of ofleiing th? above hints ; fmce of all 
paffions there is none againll which we fiiould fo 
flrongly fortify ourfelves as this, which is generally 
called love : for nootherlays before us,efpecially in the 
tumultuous days of youth, fuch fweet, fach flrong, 
and almoil irrefidible temptations ; none hath pro* 
duced in private life fuch ratal and lamentable trage- 
dies ; ;ind what is worf^ of all, there is none to whofe 
poifon and infatuation the bed of minds are fo liable. 
Ambition fcarce ever produces any evil but when it * 
reigns in cruel and favage bofoms ; and avarice feldon^ 
flouri(hes at all but in the bafeft and poorell foil. Love, 
on the contrary, fprouts ufually up in the richefl and 
nobled minds ; but there, unlefs nicely watched, prun- 
ed, ^nd cultivated, and carefully kept clear of thoie 

vicioifi 
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vicibus weeds which are too apt to furround it, it- 
branches forth into wildnefs and difordsr, produxres 
nothing deiirable, bat choaks up and kills whatever 
is good and noble in the mind where it i'o abounds. 
In (hort, tO'drdp the nWegoryr not only tendernefa 
atid good-nature, but bravery, generoiity, and ever/ 
virtue are often made the inftruments of effecting, 
the moil atrocious purpofes of this alMubduing ty« 
^ xftnt. 

G H A P. ir. 

mickivilt ntft appear, ^we prefume^ unnatutal to aW 
married readers ^^ 

IF the table of poorBooth afforded bur an indiffe- 
rent repaft to the colonel's htinger, here was EaoH' 
excellent entertainment of a much higher kind. The 
colonel began now to wonder within himfelf at his 
itot having before diifcoyered fuch incomparable beau- 
ty and excellence.- This wonder Was indeed fo natu. 
ral, that, left it fhould arife likewife in the reader, we 
thought proper to give the fblution of it in thepre« 
4reding chapter. 

During the firft two hours, the colonel fcarceever 
had his ^yt^ off from Amelia ; for he was taken by' 
furprize, and his heart w^s gone before he fufpeded^ 
himfelf to be in any danger. His mind, however, na' 
fooner fuggefted a certain fecret to him, than it fug- 
gefted fome degree of prudence to him at the fame' 
time; and the knowledge that he had thoughts ta* 
conceal, and the care of concealing them^ had birth', 
at one and the lame inftant. During the refidue or 
the day, therefore, he grew more circumffjcfti and' 
contented himfelf with now and then ftealing a look bjr/ 
chance, efpecially as the more than ordinary gravity 
of Booth made him fear that his former behaviour had - 
betrayed to Booth's obfervation the great and fuddeil'' 
liking he had conceived for his wife, even before he ' 
had obfervcd it in himfelf. . 

Amelia continued the whole day in the higheft fpi. 
rits and higheft good-humoar imaginable ; never pnce/^ 
remarking that appearance of difcontent vd hei* huf. 
M'6 band^ 
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band, of which the colonel hafl taken notice ; (a 
much more <^uick fighted, as we have fomewhere elfe 
hinted, is guilt than innocence: Whether Booth had 
in reality made any fuch obfervatio'ns on the colonel's 
behaviour as he had fufpefled, we will not undertake 
to determine J yet (o far may be material to fay, as 
we can with fufficient certainty, that the change, in 
Booth's behaviour that day, from what was ufual with 
him, was remarkable enough. None of his former 
vivacity appeared in his converfation ; and his coun-* 
tenance was ^Itered from being the pidture of fweetnefs 
and good-humour, not indeed to fournefs or morofe- 
nefs, but to gravity and melancholy. 

Though the colonel's fufpicion had the effe€l which 
we have mentioned on his behaviour, yet it could 
not perfnade him to depart. In (hort, he fat in his 
chair, as if confined to it by enchantment, ftealing 
looks now and then, and humouring his growing 
paflion, without having command enough over hi» 
limbs to carry him out of the room, till decency at 
lail forced him to put an end to his prepofierous viiit. 
When the hufband and wife were left alone together, 
ihe latter refumed the fubjed of her children, and gave 
Booth a particular narrative of all that had paiTed at his 
Lordfiiip's, which he, tho' fpmethifig had certainly 
diTconcerted him, affefled to receive with all the plea* 
fure he coulB ; and this affeftation, however aukwardly 
he a6ted his part, pafTed very well on Amelia : for 
fhe could not well conceive a difpleafure, of which 
ihe had not the leaft hint of- any caufe ; and indeed 
at a time, when, from his reconciliation with Jamef^ 
ihe imagined her huiband to be entirely and perfectly 
happy^, 

.The greateft part of that night Booth paiTed awake; 
and if, duiing the reiidue he might be faid to deep, 
he could fcarce befaid to enjoy repofe; his eyes were 
no fooner clofed, than he was purliied and haunted by 
the moll frightful and terrifying dreams, which threw 
him into fo reftlefs a condition, that he foon difiurbed 
his Amelia, and greatly alarmed her with apprehen« 
iions that he had been feized bv fome dreadful dif- 
cs^e, tAoDgh he had noi lYi^ \e^&C^m^tQm8 of a fever 

5 >^ 
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by any extraordinary heat, or any other indication, but 
was rather colder than ufual. 

As Booth affured his wife that he was very well^ • 
bat found no incUnatLon to ileep, ihe likewife bid 
adieu to her (lumbers, and attempted' to. entertain 
him with her converfation. Upon which his lordfhip 
occurred as the firft topic; and fhe repeated to him 
all the (lories which fhe had heard from Mrs. Ellifon 
of the peer's goodnefs to his fifter, and his nephew 
and niece. • It is impoffible, my dear,', fays ihe, * to 

* defcribe their fondnefs for their uncle, which is to 

* me an incontcftable fign of a parent's goodnefs.*— 
In this manner (he ran on for feveral minuces^ con- 
cluding at lail, that it was pity fa very few had fucb 
generous minds joined to immenfe fortunes. 

Booth, indead of making a dire^ anfwer to what 
Amelia had faid, cried coldly, * But do you think, - 

* my dear, it was right to accept all thofe expenfive 
/ toys which the children brought home? And I aik 

* you again,^ what return we are to make for thefe 

* obligations?' 

* Indeed, my dear,* cries Amelia, * you fee this 

* matter in too ferious a light. Though J am the laft 
' perfon in the world who would leiTep his lordfhip's 

* goodnefs (indeed I (hall always think we are both 
' infinitely obliged to him). yet fure you muH allow 

* the expence to be a mere trifte to fuch a vaft fortune. 

* As for return, his own benevolence, in thefatisfac- 
< tion it receives, more than repays itfelf, and I am 

* convinced he experts no other/ 

* Very well, my dear,* cries Booth, * you ihall 

* have it your way: I mud confefs I never yet faw 

* any reafon to blame your difcernment; and perhaps 

* I have been in the wrong to give myfelf fo much 

* uneafinefs on this account.* 

* Uneafinefs ! child,* faid Amelia eagerly. < Good 
^ Heavens ! hath this made you uneafy ?* 

* I do own it hath,* anfwered Booth ; * and it hath 

* been the only caufc of breaking my rcpofe.* 

* Why then I wi(h,' cries Amelia, *adl the things 

* had been at the devil before ever the children had 

* feenthem; and whatever I may think myfelf, I 
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* promifeyooy tbcy fliall never more accept the value* 

* of a farthing — If apon thir occafion^ I have been the* 
** caufe of your uneaiinefs, you will do me thejailice' 
^ to believe that Fwas totally innocents' 

At thofe words Booth caught her in his arms, and^ 
with the tendereft embrace, emphatically repeating 
the word; innocent* cried—* Hieaven forbid I (hould^ 
^ think otherwife, O thou arc the bell of creatures- 

* that ever brcfled a man.* 

* Well but,* faid (he fmiling— •Doconfefs, my dear^^ 

* the truth; I promife you, I won't blame you nor 

* difeileenv you' for it ; but is not pride really at the 
•^ bottom ot this fear of an obligation ?' 

* Perhaps it may,' anfwered he, * or if you will,- 
' you may call it fear* 1 own I am afraid of obliga-- 
< tions as the worfl kind of debts ; for I have gene* 
« rally obferved thofe who confer them expe^ to be* 
' repaid ten thoufand fold.* 

Hiere <|nded aU^t is materialof their di&ourfe;; 
and a IFttle ^malK^ards, they both fell fail aAeep' 
in one another^ atftis: from which time Booth had 
no morerdilelbcfs,. nor any further perturbation iw. 
hisdireamsi 

Their repofir, however, had been (b much difturbed' 
in the former part of the night, that as it was vtry' 
late before they enjoyed that fweetfleep I havejuft*^ 
mentioned^ they lay in bed the next day till noon,* 
when they both rofe with the utmoft chearfulnefs ; 
and, while Amelia beftirred herfelf in the affairs of 
her family. Booth went to vifit the wounded coloneL- 

He found that gentleman fhll proceeding very faft^ 
in^fais recovery^ with which he was morepleftfed than^ 
he had reafon to be with his reception; for the co» 
lonelreceived him very coldly indeed, and when Booth' 
told him he had received perfedfatisfadtionfrom his' 
brother, Bath ere&ed his head, and anfwered wiiha' 
fneer, * Very well, Sirj if you think thefc matters caft? 
' beibmadeupi d--n me, if it is any bufisnefs of 
'mine. My dignity hath not beew injured.* 

* No one, I believe,* cries Booth, • dare injure It.*— ' 
•^Yoti believe fo?* Aid the colonel. . 'I think. Sir,. 

* you might be aiTured of its but this* at Itaft, you' 
I ''may. 
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\ may be aflttredof, that if any man did, I woold tniOi- 
*' ble him dowa the precipice of helU d — n me; that 
• you may be aflared of.* 

As Booth found the colonel in this difpofitibn, he* 
had DO great inclination to lengthen* out his viBty nor 
did the colonel himfelf feem to deiire it i fo he foom 
reuirned back to hi9 Amelia, whom he found per- 
forming the office of a cookf with as muchpleafure 
as a fine lady generally cnjbjrs in drefling herielf ou|t 
foraball- 

C H A P, iir- 

Tn tAjhkb the Hiflorj looh a Utilt hacktvardsm 

BE F OR E we proceed farther in oar hiftory, we? 
ihall recount a (hort fcene to our reader whicb- 
paffed between. Amelia and Mi3. Ellifbn whilft Booth* 
was on his vifit to colonel Batk. We have already 
ohierved, that Amelia had conceived an extraordinary 
affedionfor Mrs. Bennet, which Hill incrcafed every 
time (he faw her: flie thought (he difcovered fome« 
thing wonderfully eood and gentle in hepcoantenance 
and difpofition, and was very defiroas of knowing he& 
whole hiftory. 

She had a very (hort interview with that lady this- 
morning in Mrs. EUifon'^s apartment, A»ibon there- 
fore as Mrs. Bennet was gone, Amelia ac<|uainted- 
Mrs Ellifon with the good opinion (he had conceived 
of her friend, and likewife with her curio(ity to know 
her ftory : * For there mud be fomething uncommon- 

* ly good^' faid (he, * in one who can fo truly mourn^ 
' for a hufband above three years after his death.' 

• 0/ cries Mrs. fellifon, * to be fure the world mud 

* allow her to have been one of the bed of wives.. 

* And, indeed,, upon the whole (he is a good fort of 

* woman ; and what 1L like her the beA for is a (Irong 

* refemblance that (he bears to yourfelf in the form 
« of her perfon, andftrll more in her voice. But for 

* my own part, I know nothing remarkable in her 

* fortune, unlefs what I have told you, that (he was 

* the daughter of a clergyman, had little or no fbr- 

< tune^ and married a poor parfon for love, wh« left - 
«|^ < her 
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< hcrintheatmoftdiftrefs. If yoo pleafc, Twill (how 

< yoa a letter which (he writ to me at that time* 

< though I iniifl upon your promife never to mention 

* it to her ; indeed, you will be the iirft perfon I ever 
« ihowed it to;^ She then opened her *fcratore, and 
taking out the letter delivered it to Amelia, faying, 

< There, madam, is, I believe, as fine a pidiure of 
diflrefs as can well be drawn.' 

* Dear Madam, 
< AS I have no other friend on earth but yourfelf, 
I hope you will pardon my writing to you at this 
feafon ; though I do not know that you can relieve 
my diftreffes, or if you can, have I any pretence to 
expert that you fhoald« My poor dear, O Heavens ! 
—my lies dead in the houfe, and after I had 
procuxed fuificient to bury him, a fet of ruffians 
have entered my houfe, feizedall I have, havefeiz- 
ed his dear, dear corpiie, and threaten to. deny it 
burial. For, Heaven's fake, fend me,- at leaft, fome 
advice: little Tommy (lands now by me, crying for 
bread, which i have not to give him.— I can fay no 
more than that I am, 

* Your mod diflreifed humble fervant, 

< M.BlNNBT.' 

Amelia read the letter over twice, and then return- 
ing it, with te^rs in her eyes, aflced how the poor crea- 
ture could poffibly get through fuch diftrefs ? 

* You may depend upon it, madam,' faid Mrs. 
Ellifon, * the moment I read this account, I poftcd 
' away immediately to the lady. As to the feizing 

* the body, that I found was a mere bugbear; but 

* all the reft was literally true. I fent immediately 
« for the fame gentleman that I recommended to Mr. 

* Booth, left the care of burying the corpfe to him» 
« and brought my friend and her little boy immedi- 

* ately away to my own houfe, where fhe remained 

* ibme months in the moft miferable condition. I 
« then prevailed with her to retire into the Country, 
' and procured her a lodging with a friend at St. Ed* 

* munfbury, the air and gaiety of which place by 

* decrees recovered her; and (he returned in about a 

twelve- 
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* tvtrelvemontk to town, as well, I thinky as ihe is 

* at prefcnt.* 

< I am almoft afraid to aik,' cries^ Amelia ; * and 

* yet I long methinks to know what is become of the 

* poor little boy.* 

* He hath been dead/ faid Mrs. Ellifon, * a little 

* more than half a year ; and the mother lamented 
' him at firft almoft as much as (he did her hufband ; 
' but I found it indeed rather an eafier matter to com- 

* fort her, though I fat up with her near a fortnight 

* upon the latter occafiau.* 

*• You are a good creature,' faid Amelia, * and I 

* love you dearly.' 

* Alas ! madam,' cries fhe, * what could I have 

< done, if it had not been for the goodnefs of that 

* befl of men, my noble coutin ! His lord (hip no 
' fooner heard of the widow's diftrefs from me, than 

* he immedietely fettled one hundred and fifty pounds 

* a-year upon her during life.* 

* Well f how noble, how generous was that !* faid 
Amelia. * t declare I begin to love your coufin^ Mra^ 

* Ellifon.* 

« And I declare if you^do,* anfwered fhe, * there 
' is no love loft, I verily believe : if you had heard 

* what I heard him fay yeilerday behind you 
€ back.' 

< Why, what did he fay, Mrs. Ellifon?' cries 
Amelia. 

* He faid,* anfwered the other, « that you was the 
« finsft woman his eyes ever beheld. — Ah! it is in 

* vain towifh, and yet I cannot help wifhing 106.— 
' O, Mrs. Booth 1 if you had been a fingle woman, I 
' firmly believe I could have made you the happieU 

< in the world. And I fincerely think, I never faw • 
' a woman whodeferved it more.' 

**I am obliged to you, madam,* cries Amelia, 'for 
' your good opiniqn ; but I really look on myfelf al- 

< ready as the happieft woman in the world. Our 
' circumftances, it is true, might have been a little 
' more fortunate; but, O my dear Mrs. Ellifon^ what 
^, fortune can be put in the balance with fach a huf* 

* band as mine I' 
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' I am iifraid^ dear madam/ anfi^red Mrs, ElU* 
foB, • yoa woald not hold the fcalc fairly.— I acktiow-^ 
ledge, indeed, Mr. Booth is a very pretty gentlemanv 
Heaven forbid I fhould endeavoor to lefTea him ior 
yoor opinion; yet, if I was to be brought to con* 
feffion, I could not help faying, I fee where the fn- 
periority lies, and that the men havrmore reafoti 
to envy Mr, Booth, than the women have to envy 
his lady/ 

* Nay, I will not bear this/ replied Amelk. ' Yoa 
will forfeit all my love, if you have the leaft difre> 
f|>e£bful opinion of my hulband. — You do not know 
him, Mrs. Ellifon : he is thebeft, the kindeft, the 
worthieft of all his fex* I have obferved indeed once 
or twice before, that you have taken fbme diflike to 
him. I cannot conceive for what reafon. If be hath 
faid or done any thing to difoblige yon, I am fure 
I can juftly acquit him of dcfign. His extreme 
vivacity makes him fometimes a little tooheedlefs ; 
but, I am convinced, a more innocent heart, or 
one more void of offence/ was never m a human 
bofom.' 

•Nay, tfyou grow (erroof,'^ cries Mrs« Ellifen, *i 
have done. How is it poifible you fliould fufpedl I 
had taken any diflike to a man, to whom I have al- 
ways (hewn fo perfed a regard I buc, to fay I think 
Jiim, oralmoU any other man in the world, worthy 
of yourfelf, is not withiii my power with truth. And 
fince you force the confeifion from me, I declare, £ 
think fuch beauty, fuch fenfe, and Aich goodnefs 
united, might afpire, without vanity, to the arms of 
any monarch in Europe.' 

♦ Alas ! my dear Mrs. ElKfon,*^ anfwered Amelia, 
do you think happineft and a crowh fo clofely 
united ? How many miferable women have lain in 
the arms of kings ?— -indeed, Mrs. Ellifour if I had' 
all the merit you compliment me with, I fhould' 
think it all fully rewarded with fuch a man a^ 1 
t^ank Heaven, hath fallen to my lot;: nor would !». 
vpon my foul, exchange that lot with any^ qaeen i» 
the nniverfcr^ 

•^Well^ 
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« Well, there arc enow of oar fcx/ faid Mrs. Elli- 

foDy ' to keep yea in countenance ; bat I ihall never 

* forget the beginning of a fong of Mr. Congreve's^ 

* that my hulband was fo fond of, that he was alwaya 

* finging it.' 

Love's but a frailty of the mind. 

When 'tis not with ambition join'd. ^ 

* Love without intereft makes but an unfavoury dift 

* in my opinion.' 

* A nd, pray, how long hath this been your opinion ?' 
faid Amelia, fmiling. 

' Ever fince I was born.' aniWered Mrs. Ellifon^ 

* at leaft, ever fince I can remember.' 

, • And have you never,' faid Amelia, « deviated 

* from this generoo^ way of thinking?' 

• Never once,' anfwercd the other, * in the whole 

* conrfe of my life.' 

< O Mrs. Bllifon! Mrs. Ellifon !' cries Amelia,. 

* why do we ever blame thofe who are difingenuous m 

* confeflihg their faults, when we are (b often afiiamed 

* t« own ourfelves in the right. Some women now> ia 
' my fituation, would be angry that youhadnotmad^ 

* confidantes of them; but I never defire to know 

* more of the fecrets of others than they are plealed 
'to entrufl me with. You muft believe,, however, 

* that I ihould not have given you thefe hints of my 

* knowing all, if I had difapproved of your choice*. 

* On the contrary, I aflure you, I highly approve it. 
*- Thcgeniility he wants, it will be eafy in your power 
« to procure for him ; and as for his eood qualities, I 

* will myfelf be bound for them : ana I make not the. 

* leaft doubt, as you have owned to meyourfelf, that 

* you have placed your afFedtions on him, you will be 

* one of the happiell wemen in the world.* 

• Upon my honour/ cries Mrs..Ellifbn»very grave* 
}y, < I do not underftand one . word of what yo» 

* mean.* 

« Upon my honour> youaffonilh me,* fai J Amelia,. 

* but I have done.' ^ 

* Nay then,* faid the other, '' 1 iafiil upon knowing 

* what you mean.* 
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• Why, wliat can I mean/anfwered Amelia* • but 

* your marriage with Serjeant Atkinfon V 

« With Serjeant yVtkinfon!' cries Mrs. Ellifon 
eagerly: • tny marriage with a ferjeant !' 

• Well, with Mr* Atkinfon then, Captain Atkin- 

• fon, if you pleafe; for fo I hope to fee him.' 

• And have you really no better opinion of me,* faid 
Mrs, Ellifon> • than to imagine me capable of fuch 

• condefcenfion? What have I done, dear Mrs. Booth, 

* to deferve fo low a place in your eftcem? I find, in- 

• deed, as Solomon fays, Women ought to njoattb tbi 

* door of their lipSm How little did 1 imagine that a 

* little harmlefs freedom in difcoupfe could perfuade 

* any one that I could entertain a ferious intention 

• of difgracing my family ! for of a very good fami- 

* ly am I come, I aiTure yoii, madam, though I 

• now let lodgings. J?ew of my lodgers, I believe* 

• ever came of a better.' 

^ If I have offended you, madam,* faid Amelia, 
' I am very forry, and afk youn pardon; but beddes 

• what I heard from yourfelf, Mr. Booth told me.* 

« O yes/ answered Mrs. EHifon, • Mr. Booth, I 
« know, is a very good friend of mine.-^Ind^ed, I 

* know you better than to think it could be youi' 

• own fufpicion. — I am very much obliged to Mr« 

• Booth truely.* *►. 

• Nay,' cries Amelia, * the ferjeant himfelf is in 

* fault ; for Mr. Booth, I am pofitive, only repeated 

• what he had from him.* 

' Impudent coxcomb!* cries Mrs. Ellifon. * I (hall 

< know how to keep fuch fellows at a proper diftance 
«*for the future — I will tell you, dear madam, all that 

• ^happened. When I rofe in the morning, I found the 

• fellow waiting in the entry; and asyouhadexpreiTed 

* fome regard For him as your fofter-brother, nay, he 

* is a verv genteel fellow that I muft own, I fcolded 

* my maid for not fhowing him into my little back- 
' room ; and I then aiked him to walk into the par* 

* lour. Could I have im;igined he would have con- 

< flrued fucn little civility into an encouragement.' 

• Nay, I will have jufticc done to my poor brother 

• too/ 
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' too,' faid Amelia* •. I myfelf have fcen you give 

* him much greater encoaragemeut than that.* 

* Well, perhaps I have,' faid Mrs. Ellifon. ■ « I 
^ have been alvvays too unguarded in my fpeech, afid 
^ cannot anfwer for all I have laid.' She then began 
to change her note, and with an afFe^ed laugh, turn- 
ed all intoi ridicule; and foon afterwards, the two 
ladies feparated, both in apparent good-humour ; and 
Amelia went about thofe domeftic offices, in which 
Mr. Booth found her engaged at the end of tha 
preceding chapter. 

CHAP. IV. 

Containing a ^very extraordinary incident. 

IN the afternoon, Mr. Booth, with Amelia and her 
children, went to refrefh themfelv^s in the Park. 
The converfation now turned on what palTed in tife 
morning with Mrs. Ellifon, the latter part of the dia- 
logue, 1 9iean, recorded in the lali chapter. Amelia 
told her hufband, that Mrs. Ellifon fo (Irongly denied 
all intentions^ .to marry the ferjeant, that (he had con- 
vinced her the poor fellow was under an error, and 
had midaken a little too much levity for ferious en- 
couragement; and concluded, by defiring Booth not 
to jeft with her any more, on that fubjedt. 

Booth buifl into a laugh^ at what bis wife faid. 

* My dear creature,* faid he, * how eafy is thy ho- 

* nefly and fimplicity to be impofed on ! How little 
' dofl thou guefsattheartandfalfehoodof womenj, 

* I knew a young lady, who, againd her father's con- 

< fent, was married to a brother officer of mine : and 
« ai I often ufed to walk with her (for I knew her fa« 

* ther intimately well) (he would of her own accord 
^ take frequent occadon to ridicule and vtUify herhuf- 
« band (for fo he was at the time) and exprefled great 

< wonderand indignation at the report which (he allow- 
' *-ed to prevail, that (he (houldcondcfcetid ever to look 

* at fuch a fellow, with any other defign than of laugh- 
•'ingat, and dcfpifmg him. The marriage after- 
' wards became publicly owned, and the lady was re-. 

* puubly brgught to bed. Since which, I have ofcen 
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* feenher; nor hath (he ever appeared to be in the 

* leaft afliamed of what (he had formerly faid , though^ 
' indeed, I believe ihe kates me heartily for having 
^ heard it/ 

' Bat for what reafon/ cries Amelia^ * fhoald (he 

* deny a fad, when (he muft be fo certain of onr dif« 
' covering it» and that immediately ?* 

' I cannot anfwer what end (he may propofe,* faid! 
Booth. < Sometimes one would be almoft perfaaded 
' that there was a pleafurein l]^ing itfelf. But this I 
^ amcertaii), that I would believe the honeft feijeant 

* on his bare word, fooner than I wonld fifty Mrs. 
' Ellifons on oath* I am convinced he would not 

* have faid what he did to me, without the ftrongeft 
' encouragement; and, I think after what we have 
' been both witnelTes to, it requires no great con/i- 
^ dence in his veradtv, to give him an unlimited ere- 

* dit with regard to the lady's behaviour.' 

To this Amelia made no reply; and they difconrfed 
of other matters during the remainder of a very plea* 
£int walk. 

When they returned home, Amelia wasfurprifed to 
find an appearance of diforder in ber apartment. Se« 
veral of the trinkets which his lord(hip had given the 
children lay about the room ; and a fuit of her own 
clothes, which (he had left in her drawls, was now 
^ifplayed upon the bed. 

She immediately fummoned her little girl up ft^irs, 
who, as (he plainly perceived the moment (he came up 
with a candle, had half cried her eyes oat: for though 
the girl had opened the door to them, as it was al- 
noft dark, (he had not taken any notice of this phae- 
Qonenon in her countenance. 

The gill now fell down upon her knees, and cried, 
«->* For Heaven's fake, madim, do not be angry with 

* me. Indeed, I was left alone in thehonfe; and 
^ hearing fomebody knock at the door^ I opened it, 
' I am fure thinking no harm. I did not know but 
< it might have been yon, or my-mafter, orftiadam 
^ Ellifpn ; and immediately as I did \ht rogue buril 

* in and ran diredlly up ftairs, and what he hath rob- 
' bedyoa of I cannot icW', b\kxVw^^%ttl^iiid not 
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'* help it: for he wds a great fwingiog man, with a 

* piftol in Ach hand; and, if I had dared to call 

* out, to be fare he would have killed me. I am fare 
'' I was never in fuch a fright in my bom days, where- 

* of I am hardly come to myfelf yet. I believe he is 

* fomewfaere about the honfe yet; for I never faw 
*« Jiimgoout.' 

Amelia difcovered fome little alarm at this narra* 
-tive, but mnchiefs than manjr other ladies would have 
Aown : for a fright is» I believe, fome time laid hold 
of as an opportunity of difclojQng feveral charms pe- 
culiar to uiat occafion. And whichi as Mr. Addifom 
fays of certain virtues^ 



- flian the day, and lie concealed 



In the fmooth feafons^ and the^aluM of life* 

Booth having opened the window^ and fununoned . 
in two chairmen to his affiflance, proceeded to fearch 
the houfe; bat all to nopurpofe; the thief was flown » 
thoueh the poor girl, in hier ftate of terror, had not 
feen him efcape. 

But now a circumftance appeared which greatly far- 
|>rifed both Booth and Amelia ; indeed, I beueve it will 
have the fame effedl on the reader ; and this was that 
the thief had taken nothing with him. He had indeed 
tumbled over all Booth's and Amelia's clothes, and 
the children's toys, but had left all behind him. 

Amelia was fcarce more jpleafed than aftoniflied at 
this|difcovery, and re-examined the girl aifurin^ her of 
an abfolute pardon, if (he confefled the troth, h**^ 
l^rievoufly threatening her if ihe was found guilty ol 
theleaft falfehood. * As for a thief, child,* lays ihe, 

* that is certainly not true; you have had fomebody 

* ^ith you, to whom yon have been Ihowing the 
' things; therefore tell me plainly who it was.' 

The girl protefted in the iolemneft manner that ihe 
knew not the perfon ; but as to fome circumftancee 
ihe began to vary a little from her iiri^ account, par- 
ticularly as to the piUols; concerning which, bein 
ftri£lly examined by Booth, ihe at lafl cried,—' If 

* be fare. Sir, he mail have had piftols about him 
And inftead of perfiftiag inhishavin^cafivicdvci'^vw 
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her, (he now confeiTed, that he had aiked at the door 
for )ibr mailer and miflrefs ; and that, at his defire 
(he had (hewn him op (lairs, where he at firfl faid he 
would ftay till their return hpmej « But, indeed,* 
cried fhe, * I thought no harm; for he looked like a 
^ gentleman-like lort of a man. And, indeed, fo I 
thought he was for a good while, whereof he fat 
down and behaved himklf very civilly, till he faw 
fome of mailer's and mifs's things upon the cheft of 
drawer's ; whereof he cried, * Heyday I whajt'sheref 
and then he fell to tumbling about the things like 
any mad. Then I thinks, thinks I to my^lf» to 
be fare he is a highwayman, whereof 1 did not dare 
to rpcak to him : for I knew madam Ellifon and 
her maid was gone out, and what could fuch a poor 
girl as I do againft a great ilrong man ? and be- 
fides, thinks 1, to be fure he hath got piftoU about 
him, though I cannot indeed (that I will not do for 
the world) take my Bible-Oath that I faw any,; yet 
to be fure he would havd foon pulled them out, and 
fliot me dead, if I had ventured to have faid any 
thing to offend him.* 

' I know not what to make of this,* cries Booth. 
The poor girl, I verily believe, fpeaks to the bed of 
* her knowledge. A thief it could not be; ftir he 
'^ath not taken the lead thing ; and it is plain he 
Aad the girl's watch in his hand. — If it had been 
a bailiiF, furely he would have flaid till our return, 
lean conceive no other from the girl's account^ 
than that it muil have been fome madman.' — 
• O good Sir,* faid the girl, * now you mention it, if 
he was not a thief, to be fure he muft have been a 
madman; for indeed he looked, and behaved him- 
felf too, very much like a madman: for now 1 re- 
member it, he talked to himfelf, and faid many 
ilrange kind of words, th?t I did not underfland. 
Indeed, he looked altogether asl have feen people 
in Bedlam ; befides, if he was not a madman, what 
good could it do him to throw the things all about 
the room in fuch a manner? and he faid fomething 
tooabout my mailer, jufl before he wenrdown Hairs: 
s^J was in fuch afrieht, I cannot renember particu- 
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* krly ; bat T am furc they were tery ill wofds : h6 

* fdM he wotild do for him ; [ am fure he faid that, 

* nnA other wicked bad words too, if I could but 

* think of them.' 

« Upon my word/ faid Booth, * this is the moft 

* probable conjedure ; but ftill I am puzzled to con- 
' ceive wiro it (hoald be ; for I have no madman to 
' my knowledge of my acquaintance ; and it feems, 

* as the girl fays, he a(ked for me.' He then turned 
to the child, and afked her if fhe was certain of that 
circum fiance. 

The poor maid, after a little heiitation, anfwered^ 

* Indeed, Sir, \ cannot be very poiitive ; for the fright 

* he threw me into afterwards drove every thing aU 

* moft out of my mind,' 

• Well, whatever he was,' cries Amelia, ' I am 

* glad theconfequcnce is no worfc ; bat let this be a 

* warning to you, little Betty, and teach you totak« 

* more care for the future. If ever yon fhould be 

* left alone in the houfe again, be fure to let no per* 

* fons in, without firil looking out of the window, 

* and feeing who they are. I promifcd not to chide 

* you any more on this cccafion, and I will keep my 

* word ; but it is very plain you defired this perfon 

* to walk up into our apartment, whicii was very 

* wrong in our abfence.' 

* Betty was going to anfwer— *bot Amelia would not 
let ht?r, faying, * Don't attempt to excufe yourfelf ; 

* for I mortally hate a liar, and can forgive any fault 

* fooner than falfehood.' 

The poor girl then fubmitted ; and now Amelia 
with her affiftancc began to replace all things ill their 
Order ; and little Emily, hugging her watch with great 
fottdnefs, declared fhe would never part with it any 
more. 

Thus funded this odd adventure, not entirely to the 
fetisfai^ion of Booth : for, befidcs his curioiity, which, 
when thoroughly roufed, is a very troublefomepaffion, 
ht ha4> as is, I believe, ufual wiih all perfons in his 
drcumilances, feveral doubts and apprehenfions of he 
knew not what. Indeed, fear is never more uneafy, 
than when it doth not certainly know Ua Qb\&€L\ C^t 

V0t. X. "M ^^ 
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on Aidi occafions the mind is eirer employed in railing 
a thoofand bagbears and fantoms, much more dread- 
ful than any realities, and like children, when they 
tell tales of hobgoblins, feeros indaftrions in terrify- 
ing itfelf. 

C H A P. V. 
Containing /omi matters not vny unnaturaL 

MATTERS were fcarce fooner reduced int« 
order and decency, than a violent knocking 
was heard at the door, fuch indeed as would have per* 
fuaded any one not accuftomed to the found, that the 
madman was returned in the higheft ^ring-tide of his 
fury. 

Inftead, however, of fo difagreeable an appearance, 
a very fine lady prefeotly came into the room, no other 
indeed than Mrs. James herfelf; for (he was refolved 
to (how Amelia, by the fpeedy return of her vifit, 
how upjuft all her accufations had been of any failure 
in the duties of friendfhip ; Aie had^moreover another 
reafon to accelerate this vifit, and that was, to con- 
gratulate her friend on the event of the duel between 
Colonel Bath and Mr. Booth. 

The lady had fo well profited by Mrs. Booth's 're- 
moaftrance, that (he had now no more of that ftifFnefs 
and formality which fhe had worn on a former occa- 
fion* On the contrary, (he now behaved with the ot- 
moft freedom and good- humour, and made herfelf (b 
very agreeable, that Amelia was highly, pleafed and 
delighted with her company, v^ 

An incident happened during this vi(it that may 
appear to fome too inconfiderabl&in itfelf to be^re- 
corded ; and yet, as it certainly produced a very 
ftrong confe^uence in the mind or Mr. Booth, we 
cannot prevail on ourfelves to pafs it by. 

Little Emily, who was prefent in the room while 
Mh. James was there, as (he ftood near that lady, 
happened to be playing with her watch, which (he 
was fo greatly overjoyed had efcaped fafe from .the 
madman. Mrs. James, who expre(red great fond nefs 
for the child, defired to fee ^e watch, whtchihecom- 
meaded as the^preuifitlt o{ 0^ \dtiC(hs( had ever feen. 
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AmeKa caught tuftt bold of this ^ opportimicy to 
fpread the praifes of her benefactor* She prefently 
Acquainted Mrs. James with the donor's name, and 
ran on with great encomiums on his lordihip*s good- 
nefsy aivd particularly on bis ^enerofity. To whicji 
"Mrs. James anfwered, * O certsunly, madam, his 
* lordihip hath univerfally the charader of being ex« 
■* tremely generous— where he likes/ 

In attermg thefe words, ihe laid a very ftrong em* 
jphafis on the three laft monofyllables, accompanying 
" them at the fame time with a verjr fagacious look, 
ji very fignificant leer, and a great £irt with her fan. 

Thegreateft genius the world hath ever produced* 
obferves, in one of his moft excellent plays^ that 
■' Trifles light as air 
Are to il\c jealous confirmations firong 
As proofs of holy writ. 
That Mr .Booth began to bepoflefied by this worft 
of fiendf admits, I think, no lonj^er donbt;. ^r at 
this fpeechof Mrs. James, be immediately turned pale, 
and, from a high degree of chearfulnefs, was ail on a 
fudden ftrnck dumb, fo that he (poke not another 
word till Mrs. James left the room* 

The moment that lady drove from the door« Mrs. 
Ellifon £ame ap ftairs. She entered the room with a 
laugh, and very plentifully rallied both Booth and 
Amelia concerning the madman, of which (he had re. 
xeived a full account below Hairs; and at lall aiked 
Amelia, if (he could notguefs who it was ; but, with- 
out receiving an anfwer, went on, faying, ' for my 

* own part, I fancy it muft be fome lover of your's ; 

* fome perfon that hath feeo you, and fo is run mad 
« with love. Indeed, I (hould not wonder if all man- 

* kind were to do the fame. La! Mr. Booth, what 

* makes yon grave? why you areas melancholy as if 

* you had been robbed in earneft. Upon my word, 

* though to be (erious, it is a Arange (lory ; and as 

* the girl tells it, I know not what to make of it. 

< Perhaps it might be fopie rogue that intended to rob 

< the houfe, and his heart failed him ; >et, even that 
« would be very extraordinary. What, did you lofe 
/ nothing, .madam i* 
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• « Nothing at all,' anfwered Amelia. * He did not 

* even lake the child's watch.' 

* Well, captain,' cries Mrs. Ellifon, ' I hope yoa 

* will take more c ire of the honie to-morrow ; for 
« your lady and f fhall leare^yoa alone to the care of 

* it. Here, madam/ faid (he; * here is a prefent 

* from my lord to us ; here are two tickets for the 
' mafquerade at Ranelagh. You will be fo charmed 

* with it. It is the fweeteftof all diveriions.* 

* May I be damned, madam/ cries Booth, * if my 
•« wife fliall go thither.' 

Mrs. Ellifon flared at thefe words, and, indeed, fo 

• did Amelia: for they were fpoke with great vehe- 
mence. At length, the former cried out with an air of 
aftonifhment, * Not let your lady go toRanelagh, Sir ?* 

* No, madam,' cries Booth, • I will not let my wife 

* go to Ranelagh.' 

* ypu furpriie me,' cries Mrs. Ellifon. * Sure you 

* are not in carneft.* 

* Indeed, madam,' returned he, * I am fcrioafly 

* in earneil. And what is more, I am convinced (he 
« would of her own accord refufe to go.* 

* Now, madam,' faid Mrs. Eliifon, • you are to 

* 'arifwer for yourfelf ; and I will for your hufband, 
' that, if you have a defire to go, he will not refufe 

* you.' 

* I hope, madam,' anfwered Amelia with great 
gravity, * I (hall never defire to go to any place 

* contrary to Mr. Booth's inclinations.' 

* Did ever mortal hear the like ?' faid Mrs. Ellifon : 

* you arc enough to fpoil the beft hufband in the 

* univerfe. Inclinations ! what, is a woman to be go"- 

* verned then by her hulband's inclinations, though 

* they are never fo unreafonable?' 

* Pardon me, madam,' faid Amelia, * I will not 

* fuppofe Mr. Booth's inclinations ever can be unrea* 

* fonable. I am very much obliged to you for the of- 
^ fer you have made me ; but I beg you will not men- 
« tion it more: for, after what Mr. Booth hath de- 

* clared, if Ranelagh was a heaven upon earth, I 
« would refufe to go to it.* 

' I thank you, my dcaii* travB^QtSv^ < I do affnre 
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' yoo, yos oblige me beyond my power of ^pr^ffion * 

* by what you lay ; but I will endeavour to fhow yoa 

* both iny fenfibility of fuch goodnefs, and my lading 

* gratitude to it.* 

* And* pray. Sir,' cries Mrs. Ellifon, « what can be 

* your objedbon to your lady's going to a place which 
' I will venture to fay is as reputable as any about 

* town, and which is frequented by the bell company ?' 
■ Pardon me, good Mrs. Ellifon,' faid Booth* 

' As my wife is fo good to acquiefce without knowing 

* ray reafons^ I am not, I think, obliged to affign 

* them to any other ^erfon.' 

' Well,' cries Mrs. Ellifon, • if I had been told 

* this, 1 would not have believed it. What! refufe 
' your lady an innocent diverfion, and that too when 

* you have not the pretence to fay it would coft you 

< a farthing 1* 

* Why will you fay any more on this fubjefl, dear 

* madam ?' cnes Amelia, * All diverfions are to me 
' matters of fuch indifference, that the bare iiiclina- 

* tions of any one for whom I have the lead value, 

* would at all times turn the balance of mine. I am 
« fure, then, after what Mr. Booth bath faid,'— 

* My dear,' cries he, taking her up haftily, « I fin- 

* cerely aflc your pardon, I fpoke inadvertently, and 

* in a paffion — I never once thought of controuling 
€ yott.-.nor ever would. — Nay, 1 faid in the fame 

* breath you would not go; and upon my honour 
« I meant nothing more,' 

* My dear,' faid Ihe, * you have no need of mak- 

* ing any apology. I am not in the lead offended, 

< and am convinced yoa will never deny me what I 

* fliall defire.' 

« Trv him, try him, madam,' cries Mrs. Ellifon. 
' I will be judged by all the women in town, if it is 

* poffible for a wife to aik her hufband any thing more 

* reafonable. You cannot conceive what a fweet, 
' charming, elegant, delicious place it is.— Paradife 
' itfelf can hardly be equal to it.' 

* I beg you wiilexcufe me, madam,' faid Amelia : 
' nay, I intreat you will aik me no more : for be af- 

* furcd I mad and will refufe— Do let lac d^^t^^^^Nv 

N 3 * xa 
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* to'^fre tht ticl^et to poor Mrs. Benaet. I believe it 

* woYildgfe^tlyobligeher.'— — 

* Faitionme, madam/ faidMrs. Ellifon. 'If yo» 
' will not accept of it, I am not fo diilre/Ted for want 

* of company as to go to fech a public place with 

* all fort of people neither. I am always very glad 

* to fee Mrs. Bennet at my own houfe; becaoie I 

* look toMn her as a very good fort of woman; 

* bat I aon^t choofe to be leen with fuch people in 

* public places/ 

. Amelia exprefled fome little indignation at this laft 
fpeechy which (he declared to be entirely beyond her 
comprehenfion: and foon after Mrs. Elliibn, findinjg; 
all her efforts to prevail on Amelia were ineffedaa^ 
took her leave, giving Mr. Booth two or three far« 
cadical words, and a msch more farcailical look, at 
her departure. 

CHAP. VI. 

ji/cene, in whkh/ome ladies tuill foMIj t^ini AmclisJi 
conduS except ionablt^ 

BOOTH and his wife being (eft allone, a folemn 
filence prevailed during a few minutes. At laft 
Amelia, who, though a good, was yet a human crea- 
ture, faidto her hufband — * Pray, my dear, do in- 
' form me, what could put you into fo great a paffioa 
« when Mrs. Ellifon firil offered me the tickets tor this 

* mafqucrade?' 

* I had rather you would not aflc me,' faid Booth. 

* You h^ve obliged me greatly in your ready ao» 

< quiefcence with my deiire, and you will add greaN 
' ly to the obligation by not enquiring the realbn 

* of it. This you may depend upon, Amelia, that 

* your good and happinefs are the great objects of aU 

* my wiihes, and the end 1 propofe in all my adlions. 

* This view alone could tempt me to refafe you any 
« thing, or to conceal any thing from you.* 

' I will appeal to you rfelf,* anfweredibe, 'whether 

< this be not ufing me too much like a child, and 

< whether I can poflibly help being a little offended^ 
^atiV 
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* Not in the leafl/ replied he. < I uife yoii only 
with the tendemefs of a friend. I woold only en- 
deavoar to conceal that from you, which I think 
woold giYt you aneafmefs if you knew. Thefe are 
called the pioas frauds of friendfhip.' 

* I deteft all fraud,' fays (he ; * and pious is too 
good an epithet to he joined to fo odious a word. 
You have often, you know, tried thefe frauds with 
no better effe£l than to teaze and torment me. Yoa 
cannot imagine, my dear» but that 1 muft have a* 
violent defire to know the reafon of words, which^ 
1 own, 1 never expeded to have heard. And the 
more you have (hown a reluiftance to tell me, ther 
more eagerly I have longed to know. Nor can this ^ 
be called vain curiofity ; iince I feem fo much tn« 
terefted in this affair. If, after all this, you dill in* 
iiil on keeping the fecret, I will convince you, lanr 
not ignorant of the daty of a wife, by my obedi* 
ence ; but I cannot help telling you at the fame- 
time, you will make me one of the mofl miferable 
of women.^ 

* That is,* cries he, * in other words, my difear' 
Emily, to fay, 1 will be contented without the fe- 
cret ; but I ap refolved taknow it neverthelefs.' 

* Nay, if you fay fo,* cries fhe, * I am convinced' 
you will tell me— Positively, dear Billy, I mufi and' 
will know,* 

* Why then pofitively,* fays Booth, • I will tell' 
you. And I think I (hall then (how yon, that how* 
ever well you may know the duty of a wife, I am 
not always able to behave like a hufband. In a 
word then, my dear, the fecret is no more than 
this— I am unwilling you (hould receive any more 
preients from my lord.' 

* Mercy upon me !' cries (he, with all the marks of' 
aftoni(hment— • what a mafquerade ticket *—— 

* Yes, ray dear,' cries he, * that is perhaps the 

* very worll and moft dangerous of all. Few men ^ 
' make prefents of thofe tickets to ladies, wiihont 

* intending to meet them at the place. And what do 

* we know of your companion ? To be (incere with 

* youy I have not liked her behaviour for fome time. 
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' What might be the confequence of going with fuch 

* SL woman to foch a place, to meet fnch a perfon, I 

* tremble to think — And now, my dear, 1 have told 
' you my reafon of refufmg her offer with fomc little 

* vehemence, andlthink, I need explain my feif no 

* farther.' 

< You need not, indeed, fir,' anfwered fhc. * Good 

* Heavens I did I ever expert to hear this! I can ap-» 
*. peal to Heaven ; nay, I will appeal to yourfelf, Mr. 

* Booth, if I have ever done any thing to deierve fuch 

* a fufpicion. If ever any adion of mine, nay, if 
' ever any thoaght had ftained the innocence of my 

* fpul, I could be contented.' 

' How cruelly do you mi (lake me,' faid Booth— « 

* What fufpicion have I ever fhown ?' 

* Can you afk it,' anfwered ihe, < after what yoi^ 

* have juft now declared ?' 

* If I have declared any fufpicion of you,' replied 
lie ; ' or if I ever entertained a thought leading that 
^ way, may the wprftof evils that ever affli^ed humaa 

* nature attend me. I know the pure innocence of 
*■ that tender bofom, I do know it, my lovely angel, 
*, and adore it. The fnares which might be laid for 

* that innocence \vere alone the caufe of my appre* 
' henfion. I feared what a wicked and voluptnous 
*, man, refolved to facrifice every thing to the grati£« 

* cation of a fenfual appetite with the moft delicious 
Vrepaft, might attempt. If ever I injured the un- 

* fpoited whitencfs of thy virtiie in my imagination, 

* may hell 

* Do not terrify me,' cries (he, interrupting him, 

* with fuch imprecations. O, Mr. Booth, Mr. Booth, 

* voa muft well know that a woman's virtue is always 

* ner fufiicient guard. Nohufband without fufpe^ing 

* that, can fufpeft any danger from thofe fnares you 

* mentwn — And why, if you are liable to take (uch 

* things into your head, may not your fufpicions fall 

* on me, as well as on any other? For fure nothings 

* was ever more unjuft, I will not fay ungrateful, 

* than the fufpicions which you have bellowed on his 
*' lordihip. I do folemnly declare, in all the times I 

^ have (sea the poor man> Vu U^iih never once offered 



Cbap. 6. AMELIA. 273 

the lead forwardnefs. His behaviour hath been po- 
lite indeed, but rather remarkably diftant than 
otherwife. Particularly when we played at cards 
together. I don^t remember he fpoke ten words to 
me all the evening; and when I was at his houfe, 
though heihbwed thegreateft iondnefs imaginable 
to the children, he took fo little notice of me, that 
a vain woman would have been very little pleafed 
with him. And, if he gave them many prefents, he 
never offered me one. The £ril, indeed, which he 
ever offered me was that, which you in that kind 
manner forced me to refufe.' 

' * All this may be only the effed of art,* faid Booth. 

I am convinced he doth, nay, I am convinced he 

mufl like you ; and my good friend James, who 

perfedly well knows the world, told me, that his 

lordfhip's charadler was that of the moft protufe in 

.his pleafnres with women ; nay, what faid Mrs. 

.James this very evening, — *• his lordlhip is cx- 

^ tremely generous^where he likes," 

« I (hall never forget the fneer with which die 

fpoke thofe lad words.' 

* 1 am convinced they injure him,' cries Amelia. 
As for Mrs. James, (he was always given to be cen-. 
forioas: I remarked it in her long ago, asJier great- 
eft fault. And as for the colonel, 1 believe, he may 
find faults enow of this kind in his own bofom, 
without fearchirig after them among his neighbours. 
I am fure he hath the moll impudent look of.all the 
men I know ; and I folemnly declare, the very laft 

•time he was here, he put me out of countenance 
more than once.' 

* Colonel James,' anfwered Booth, * may have his 
faults very probably. 1 do not look upon him as 
a faint, nor do I believe he deiires I ihould: but 
whatintereft could he have in abuiing this lord's 
chara^er to me ? or why fliould I qusdion his truths 
when he aifured me that my lord had never done an 
a6l of beneficence in his life, but for the fake of 
(bme woman whom he lufted after ?' 

* Then I myfclf can confute him,' replied Amelia; 
tor, befideshisfervices to you, which, fpr the future, 

N 5 • I fnall 
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* I ihall wiOi toforget» and his kindnefs to my little 
' babes, how inconAftent is the chara^er which James 
^ gives of him with his lordihip's behaviour to his 

* own nephew and niece, whofe extreme fondnefs of 

* their ancle fufficiently proclaims his goodnefs to* 

* them? — I need not mention ail that i have heard 

* from Mrs. Ellifon, every word of which I believer 
' for I have gr/eat reafoR to think, notwithftanding 

* fome little levity, which, to give her her due, ihe 

* fees and condemns in herfelf, ihe is a very good ^rt 

* of woman. ^ 

• Well, my dear,' cries Booth, *■ I may have beea 

* deceived, and 1 heartily hope I am fo ; but in cafes 

* of this nature it is always good tO'be on the {\udk 
•• fide : for, as Congreve fays» 

' The wife too jealous are: Fools too fccure.*^ 

Here Amelia burfl into tears, upon which. Booth 
immediately caught her in his arms, and endeavoured 
to comfort her. — PafGon however for a while obftruded 
her fpeech, and at laft fhe cried j.—* O Mr. Booth, can 

* I bear to hear the word jealoufy from your mouth I* 

• Why, my love,' faid Booth, * will you fo ^tally 

* roifunderftand my meaning? How often fhall Ipro-^ 

< teft that it is not of you, but of him that I was 

* jealous. If you could look into my bread* and 
•' there read all the moft fecrct thoughts of ray heart, 

* you would not fee one faint idea to youjr diiho- 

* Bour.' 

• I don't mifunderftand you, my dear,*^ faid fhe, 
« fo much as I am afraid you mifunderftand your- 

< felf. What is it you fear ?— you mention not force, 

< but fnares. Is not this to confefs at leaf(, that you 
^ have fome doubt of my underftanding ? do you tbea 

* really imagine me »o weak as to be cheated of my 

* virtue? ami to be deceived into an afFedtion for a 
« man, before I perceive the lead inward hint of my 

< danger ? No, Mr. Booth, believe me a woman moft 

* be a fool indeed, who can have in earneft fnch an 

* excufe for her actions. I have not, I think, any 

* very high opinion of my judgement: but fo far I 

* fliall rely upoq it, that na man breathing could 

• have 
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have any foch defigns as you have apprehended, 
without my immediately feeing them; and how I 
fhould then ad I hope ipy whole conduct to you 
hath fufficiently declared.' 

* Well, my dear,' cries Booth, * I beg you will 
mention it no more, if poflible forget it. I hope, 
nay, I believe, I have been in the wrong, pray foi*- 
give me, 

« I will, I do forgive you, my dear,' faid (he, **if 
forgivenefs be a proper word for one whom you 
have rather made miferable than angry; but let me 
entreat you to banifh for ever all fuchfufpicion^ from 
your mind. I hope Mrs. &llifon hath not dikovered 
the real caufe of your paffion ; but, poor woman, if 
(he had, I am convinced it would go no farther* 
O Heavens ! I would not for the world it fhould 
reach his lord (hip's ears. You would lofe the beft 
friend that ever man had. Nay, I would not for 
his own fake, poor man! for I really believe it 
would affedlhiin greatiy^ and I muil^.Icannothelp 
having an elUem for fo much goodnefs. An ei^eem 
which^i by this dear hand/ faid (he, ukidg Booth's 
jMind and kiffing it, * no man alive fhall ever obtain 
«' by making love to nie.' 

Booth caught her in^ his arms and tenderly em- 
braced her» After which the reconciliation foon be- 
came complete; and Booth in- the contemplation of 
his happinefs entirely buried aU his jealous thoughts. 

CHAP. Vil. 

J! Chapter in nvbich thert is much Learning: 

TH£ next morning, whi 1(1 Booth was gon« to 
take hi8> morning- walkf Amelia^ went dowa 
kito Mrs. Ellifon's apartment, where, though (he was 
received with great civility, yetihe foun£that lady 
was not at all plea(ed with Mr. Booth ; and, by Tome 
hintswhichdroppedfromher in conver^rion, Amelfa 
very greatly apprehended that Mrs. Ellifon had tea* 
much fufpicion of her hufband's real unea(iners. Fchr 
that lady declared very openly, (he could not help- 
pcKeiving what fort of man Mr. Booth was ; * And 
^' though X have the great eft regard for you, ipadam, 
N 6. . * ku 
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* in the world,* fiiid (he, * y«t I thinkmyfclf in ho- 
' nour obliged not to impofeon hislordfhip, who, I 

* know very well, hath conceived his greateft liking 

* to the captain on my telling him that he was the beS 

* huibaHcL in the world.' 

Amelia's fears gave her miich diHurbance, and, 
when her hufband teturned, (he acquainted him with 
them; upon which occafion, as it was natural, (he 
refumed a little the topic of their former dircoorfe, 
nor could (he help cading, though in very gentle 
tel-m, fome (light blame on Booth, for having enter- 
tained a iufpicion, which, (he faid, might in itscon- 
fequence very potfibly prove their rain, and occafion 
the lofs of his lordfhip's friendihip. 

Booth becatde highly affe^ed with what his wife 
faid, and the more as he had j aft received a note from 
Colonel James, informing him that the colonel had 
heard of a vacant company in the regiment which 
Bootii had mentioned to him, and that he had been 
with his lordfhip about it, who had promifed to afe 
his utmoft intereft to obtain him the command. - 

The ppor man now expreflfed the atmoft concern 
for his yefterday's behaviour, faid * He believed tke 

* devil had taken po(reflion of him,' and concluded 
with crying out — • Sure I was born, my deareft crea- 

* tgre, to be your torment.* 

Amelia no fooner faw her hufband's diilrefs than 
file indantly forebore whatever might feem likely to 
aggravate it, and applied herfelf with all her power 
to comfort him. * if you will give me leave to of{er 

* my advice, my dearcft foul,' faid (he, * I think all 

• ' night yet be remedied. I think you know me too 

* well, to fufped that the defire of diverfion fhould 
'* induce me to mention what I am now going to 

* propofe. And in that confidence I will aik yon to 

* let me accept my lord's and Mrs. Eliifon's offer, 

• and go to the maiqueradc. No matter how little 

• while I ftay there : if you defire it, I will not be aa 
■* hour from you. I can make an hundred excufea 
^^to come home, or tell a real truth, and fay I am 

* tired with the place. The bare going will care 

• Qvery thing/ 

Amelia 
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Amelia kid no fooner done fpeaking, than Booth im* 
mediately approved her advice, and readily gave his 
^oofent. He could not however help faying, * that the 

* ihorter her (lay was there, the more agreeable it would 

* he to him : for you know, nay dear,' faid he, < I would 

* never willingly be a moment out of your iight.' 
In the afternoon Amelia fent to invite Mrs. £llifon 

to a diih of tea ; and Booth undertook to laugh oSt all 
that had paffed yeflerday, in which attempt, the 
abundant good humoar of that lady gave him great 
hopes of fttccefs. 

. Mrs. Bennet came that afternoon to make a viiit, 
and wasalmoilan hourwithBooth and Amelia before 
the entry of Mrs. Ellifon. 

. Mr. Booth had hitherto rather difliked this young 
lady, and had wondered at the pleafure which A me* 
lia declared ihe took in her company. This after* 
noon, however, he changed his opinion, and liked 
her almoil as much as his wife had done. She did, 
indeed, behave at this time with more than ordinary 
gaiety; and good humour gave a glow to her coun- 
tenance that fet off her features, which were very 
pretty, to the beft advantage, and lefTened the dead- 
pefs that had ufually appeared in her complexion. 

But if Booth was now pleafed with Mrs. Bennet, 
Amelia was dill more pleafed with her than even 
For, when their difcourfe turned on love, Amelia 
difcovered that her new friend had all the fame fen- 
timents on that fubjed with herfelf. In the courib 
of their converfation. Booth gave Mrs. Bennet a hint 
of wifliing her a good hufband, upo^ which| both 
the ladies declaimed agaiuft fecond marriages with 
equal vehemence. 

Upon this occafion, Booth and his wife difcovered 
a talent in their viiitant, to which they had been be* 
lore entirely Grangers, and for which they both 
greatly admired her; and this was, that the lady was 
a good fcholar, in which indeed ihe had the advan* 
tage of poor Amelia, whofe reading was confined to 
Eaglifh plays, and poetry ; befides which, I think, 
(bt had converfed ooly with the divinity of the great 

and 
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and learned Dr. Barrow, and with the hiftories of the 

excellent Bifhop Burnet. 

Amelia delivered herfelf on the fubjedl of {econd 

marriages with much eloquence and great good fenfe; 

but when Mrs. Bennet came to give her opinion, flie 

fpoke in* the following manner — « 1 ihaH not enter in- 
to the queflion concerning the legality of bigamy. 
Our laws certainly allow it, and 7o» 1 think, doth 
our religion. We are now debating only on the 
decency of it, and in this light, I own myfelf a» 
flrenaous an advocate againfl it as any Roman ma- 
tron would have been in thofe ages of the common- 
wealth when it was held to be infanioos. For my 
own part, how great a paradox foever my opinion' 
may feem, 1 folemnly declare, I fee but little dif- 
ference between having two hufbands at one time,, 
and at feveral times; and of this I am very confi- 
dent, that the fame degree .of love for a firft hof- 
band, which preferves a woman in the one cafe, wrU 
preferve her in the other. There is one argument, 
which J fcarce know how to deliver before you. Sir; 
but, if a woman hath lived with her firft hufband 
without having children, I think it unpardonable 
in her to carry barrennefs into a iecond family. On 
the contrary, if (he hath children by her fiflthuf- 
band, to give them a fecond father is ftill more 
unpardonable.* 

* But fuppofe, madam,* cr;es Booth, interraptin^ 
her, with a fmile, * fheihould have had children b/ 
< her (irfl hufband and have loft them.' 

* That is a cafe,' anfwered (he, with » figb> 
^ which f did notdeftre ta think of, and I mufto^n 

* it the moft favourable light in which a fecond* 

* marriage can be feen. &t the fcriptures, as Pe- 

* trarch obferves, rather fuifer them than commend 
« thtm ; and St. Jerome fpeahs again ft them with the 

* ntmoft bittcrnefs.*— • 1 remember,* cries Booths 

* (who wad willing either to'ihow his learning, or;to 

* draw out the lady's) ji very wife law of Charondat 

* the famous lawgiver of Thurium, by which mea 
^ who married a- fecond time were renvoved from aU 
^ public councils : fox it was fcarce reafonable to fan- 

• pole,. 
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* pofCf that he who was fo great a fool in his owtt: 

* family ihould be wife an pablic affairs. And 

* though fecond marriages were permitted among the 
' Romans, yet they were at the fame time difcou- 

* raged; and thofe Roman widows whorefufed themi 
' were held in high efteem, and honoured with what 
' Valerius Maximus calls the Corona Puiiicitiai, In 

* the nol)Ie family of Camilli, there wa^ not» ta 

* many ages, a tingle inftance of this, which Martial 

* cal la adultery: 

^^e toties nuhtt, non nubit ; adultera lege eft. 

* Truf, Sir, fays Mrs. Bennet,^ and Virgil calls 

* this a violation of chaftity, and makes Dido ^eak 

* of it with the utmoil deteiiation i 

^ed mihi iHltelhs optem prius inter dthifcat^ 
Vel pater omnipotent adigat me fulmne adumbrasy 
Palkntes umbrae Erebi, noSemque profundam. 
Ant if fudor^ qnam ti 'uio/o, aut tuajura rtfolvtu. 
llle mioSf primum qui me fibi junxit* amores. 
Ilk habeat femperjecumy JerfuetquefepuUhro^ 

She repeated thefe lines with fo ftrong an empha^ 
fls, that (he almoil; frightened Amelia out of her wits, 
and not a little daggered Booth, who was himfelf no 
contemptible fcholar— He exprefled great admiration 
of the lady's learning; upon which (he faid it was all 
the fortune given her by her father, and all the dower 
left her by her huiband ; * and fbmetimes^.' faid fhe^ 

* I am inclined to think I enjoy more pleafure from it. 

* than if they had beftowed on me what the world 
« would in general call more, valuable.' She then 
took oiccafioni^ from the furprife which Booth had af- 
fected to conceive at her repeating Latin with ib good 
a grace,, to comment on that great abfurdity (for fo 
ihe' termed it) of excluding women from learning; 
for which they were equally qualified with the men, 
aud in which fo many had made fo notable a pro. ' 
ficiencv ; for a proof of which (he mejQtioned Madam.. 
Dacier, and many others. 

Though both Booth and Amelia outwardly con- 
curred with her fentimems, it may be a^ucfiion whe« 

ther 
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thei- they did not aflent rather oat of coropiaifaaQey 
than from their real judgement. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Containing fame unaccountable beha^hur in Mrs, £Ilifbn» 

MRS. Ellifon made her entrance at the end of 
the preceding difcourfe. At her firft appear- 
ance (he put on an unnfaal degree of formality and re- 
ferve ; but when Amelia had acquainted her that (he 
defigned to accept the favoor intended her, (he foon 
began to alter the gravity of her mufcles, and pre- 
fently fell in with that ridicule whic;h Booth thought 
proper to throw on his yefterday's behaviour. 

The converfation now became very lively and plea- 
fanti in which Booth having mentioned the difcourfe 
that pafled in the laft chapter, and having greatly 
complimented Mrs. Bennet's fpeech on that occafibn, 
Mrs. Ellifon, who was as flrenuous an advocate on the 
other fide, began to rally that lady extremely, de- 
claring it was a certain iign ihe intended to marry 
again foon. * Married ladies,* cries (he, * I believe, 

* fometimes think themfelves in earneft in fuch de- 

* clarations, though they are oftener perhaps meant as 
' compliments to their hnlbands; but when widows 
« exclaim loudly againft fecond marriages, I would 

* always lay a wager, that the man, if not the wed- 

* ding-day, is abiolutely fixed on.' 

Mrs. Bennet made very little a nfwer to this farcafm. 
Indeed, (he had fcarce opened her lips from the time 
of Mrs. Ellifon's coming into the room, and had grown 
particularly grave at the mention of the mafquerade. 
Amelia imputed this to her being left out of the par- 
ty, a matter which is often no fmall mortification to 
haman pride, and in a whifpera(ked Mrs. Ellifon if 
ihe could not procure a third ticket; to which (he 
received an abfolute negative. 

Daring the whole time of Mrs. Bennet's ftay, which 
was above an hour afterwards, (he remained perfedly 
£lent, and looked extremely melancholy. This made 
Amelia very uneafy, as (he concluded (he had gvteikd 
the caufe of her vexation. In which opinion fhe wtt 

S the 
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the more confirmed from certain looks of no rcry, 
pleafant kind which Mrs. Bennet now and then ca&. 
on Mrs. fillifon, and the more than ordinary concern 
that appeared in the former lady's counteDance when- 
ever the mafquerade was mentioned, and which unfor* 
tunately was the principal topic of their difcourfe ; 
iqr Mrs. Ellifon gave a very elaborate defcription o( 
the extreme beauty of the place^ and elegance of tho 
diveriion. 

When Mrs. Bennet was departed, Amelia cooldi not 
help a|;ain folliciting Mrs. Ellifon for another ticket^ 
declaring fhe was certain Mrs. Bennet had a great in<^ 
clination to go with them; but Mrs. Ellifon again ex- 
<nfed herfelf from afkiog it of his lordfhip. < Beiides, 

* madam/ fays ihc, * if I would go thither with Mrs. 
'. Bennet, which, 1 own to you, I don't choofe, as (he 
' is a perfon whom nolkody knows, I very much doubt 

* whether flie herfelf would like it: for flie is a wo- 
^ man of a very unaccountable turn. All her delight 
' lies in books ; and, as for public diveriions, I hava 
' heard her often declare her abhorrence of them/ 

' What then, faid Amelia, ' could occaiion all that 

* gravity from the moment the mafquerade was men- 

* tioncd?' 

* As to that/ anfwered the other, < there is no 
' gueiSng. You have feen her altogether as |;rave 
' before now. She hath had thefe fits of gravity at 

< times ever Ance the death of her hufband.' 

* Poor creature, !' cries Amelia. * I heartily pity hen 
' For ihe mult certainly fulFer a great deal on thefe 

* occasions. I declare I have taken a ftrange fancy 
« to her.* 

« Perhaps you would not like her fo well, if you 

* knew her thoroughly,' anfwered Mrs. EUifon. 'She 
' is upon the whole but of a whimfical temper ; and, 

< if you will take my opinion, you fhould not culti- 
« vate too much intimacy with her. I know you will 

* never mention what I fay ; but (he is like fome pic« 
'. tures, which pleafe beft at a diftance.' 

Amelia did not feem to agree with thefe fentiments, 
and ihe gteatly importuned Mrs, Ellifon to be more 

explicit ; 
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carplkic; bot to no poq>ofe; (he coDtiiiiied to give 
anly dark binu to Mrs. BcDoet's difadvantage ; and» 
if ertr (be let drop fomethijig a litile too harih, fht 
^£uled not immediately to conuadiA htridf, by tbrow* 
Sng /bme gentle commeDdatioos into tbe otbcr fcale : 
fo tbatbercondod appeared octerly nnacconnuble to 
Anelia^ and upon the wbole (he knew not whether 
to conclode Mrs. Elliiba to be a friend or enemy to 
Mrs. Ben net. 

During the latter converfation. Booth was not ia 
the room : for he had been fammoned down flairs by 
the fer jean t, who came to him with news from Mar* 
phy, whom he had met that evening, and who aflhred 
the fcrjeanty that if he was defiroos of recovering the 
debr^ which he had before pretended to have on 
Booth, he might fliortly have an opportunity ; for 
Aat there was to be a Tcry ftrong petition to tbe 
board the next time they fat. Murphy laid further*. 
that he need not fear having his money : for that to 
kit certain knowledge the captain had feveral things o£ 
great value, and even his children had gold watches. 

This greatly alarmed Booth, and ftitl more, whea 
the ferjeant reported to him from Morphy, that all 
thefe things had been feen in his pofleffion.witJiin a day 
laft paft. He now plainly perceived, as he thought, that 
Murphy himfelf, or one of his emiflaries, had been 
the fuppofed madman; and he now very well' ac- 
counted to himfelf in his own mind for all that had 
happened, conceiving that the defign was to examine 
into the (late of his tWc&s^ and to try whether it was 
wonh his creditors while to plunder him by law. 

At his retui^n to his apartment, he communicated 
what he had heard to Amelia and Mrs. EUifon, not 
difguifing his appreheniions of the enemy's inten- 
tions; bat Mrs. EUifon endeavoured to laugh him 
out of his fears, calling him faint- hearted, and af- 
fiiring him he might depend on her lawyer. — * Till 
•- you hear from him," (aid (he, * you may reft.entire- 
*Ay contented : fbrj take my word for it, no danger 
« can happen to you of which yoa will not be timely 
* apprifed by him. And as for the fellow that had 
'• ibe iiDjsudence to comt Vxv\q ^omc coom, if he was 
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* fent on foch an errand as you mention, I tieartily widi 

* I had been at home ; I would have iccured him fafe 

* with a conilablev and have carried him diredly be» 

* fore Juftice Trefher. I know the juftice is an ene« 

* my to the bailiffs on his own account.* 

This heartening fpeech a little roufed the courage . 
of Booth, and fomewhat comforted Amelia, thoagh 
the fpirits of both had been too much harried, to 
fuffer them either to give or receive much entertain- 
ment that evening ; which Mrs. Ellifon perceiving, 
foon took her leave, and left this on happy couple to 
feek relief from deep, that powerful friend to the di* 
fire/Ted, though, like other powerful friends he is not 
always ready to give his affiitance to thofe who waai 
it moil. 

G H A P. IX. 
Containing a *vify ft range intidenlm 

WHEN the hufband and wife were alone, Ht^xf 
again talked over the news which the feijeani 
had brought ; on which occafion, Amelia did all ihe 
could to conceal her own fears, and to quiet thofe of 
her hufband. At lad fhe totnedlthe co^verfation to 
another fubjedt, and poor Mrs.. Blsnnet was brought 
on the carpet. * I (hould be forry,* cries Amelia, * to 
£nd I had conceived an affection for a bad woman y 
and yet I begin to fear Mrs. Ellifon knows fome« 
thing of her more than (he cares to difcover; why 
elfe (hould (he be unwilling to be feen with her in 
public ? Befides, I have obferved that Mrs. Ellifon 
nath been always backward to introduce her tome, 
nor would ever bring her to my apartment, though 
I have often de(ired her. Nay, (he hath given me 
frequent hints not to cultivate the acquaintance^ 
What do you think, my dear?—! (hould be stvf 
forry to contract an intimacy with a wicked per* 
fon.* 

* Nay, my dear,* cries Booth, « I know no more 
of her, nor indeed hardly fo much, as yourfelf. But ^ 
this 1 think, that if Mrs. Ellifon knows.any reaibn 
why (he (hould not have introduced Mrs. Beanet in<% 
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• to your company, (he was v.ery mock in the wrong 

• in introdaciBg her into it.' 

In difcourfes of this kind they pafled the remain^r 
of the evening. In the morning Booth rofe early, 
and going down ftairs received from little Betty a 
fealed note, which contained the following words : 

Beware, beware, beware. 
For I apprehend a dreadful fnare 
Is laid for virtuous innocence. 
Under a friend's falfe pretence, 

Sooth immediately enquired of the girl, who brought 
this note, and was told it came by a ch.iirman, who, 
having delivered it, departed without faying a word. 

He was extremely ftaggered at what he read, and 
prefently referred the advice to the fame affair on 
which he had received thofe hints from Atkinfon the 
preceding evening; but when he came to coniider 
the words more maturely, he could not fo well re- 
concile the two laft lines of this poetical eptllle, if it 
nay be fo called, with any danger which the law 
gave him reafon to apprehend. Mr. Murphy and his 
gang could not well be faid to attack his innocence 
or virtue; nor did they attack him under any colour 
or pretence of friend (hip. 

After much deliberation on this matter, a very 
fbange fufpicion came into his head ; and this was, 
that he was betrayed by Mrs. EUifon. He had for 
fome time conceived no very high opinion of tha^good 
gentlewoman, and he now began to fufpeft that ihc 
was bribed to betray him. By this means he thought 
he could beft account for the ftrange appearance of 
the fuppofed madman. And when this conceit once 
had birth in his mind, feveral circumftances nourifh- 
cd and improved it. Among thefe were her jocofe 
behaviour and raillery on that occaiion, and her at- 
tempt to ridicule his fears from the meflag^ which 
the ferjeant had brought him. 

This fufpicion was indeed prepo{lerous» and not at 
all warranted by, or even confident with thecharader 
And whole behaviour of Mrs* Ellifon ; but it was the 
only one which at t^^at xm« ^xx^^^^^^ \\felf to his 
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taiad ; and, however blamcabie it oiigbt be, it was 
certainly no( unnatural in him to entertain it : for Co 
great a torment is anxiety to the human mind^ that 
we always endeavour to relieve ourfeives from it, by 
gueiles however doubtful or uncertain ; on all which 
occaiions, diAike and hatred are the lureli guides to 
lead our rufpicion to its objed* 

When Amelia rofe to breakfafi. Booth produced the 
note which he had received, faying.-f' My dear, you 

* have fo often blamed ine for keeping fecrets from 

* you, and I have fo often indeed endeavoured to coo- 
^ ceal fecrets of this kind from yoa with fuch ill iuccefs, 

* that 1 think 1 Ihall never more attempt it.' Ame- 
lia read the letter hailily, and feemed not a little dii^ 
compofed : then turning to Booth with a very difcon* 
ioia^e countenance, (he faid — ' Sure fortune takes a 

* delight in terrifying us! What can be the meaning 

* of thib I* — Then fixing her eyes attentively on the 
paper, ihe perufed it for Ibme time, till Booth cried 
•— * How is it poflible, my Emily, you can read 

* fuch itu J patiently ! the verfes are certainly as bad 
' as e^^tr were written.'—* I was trying, my dear/ 
anfwered ihe, ' to recoiled the hand ; for 1 will take 

* my oath, I have feen it before, and that very lately ;' 
and fuddenly fhe cried out, with great emotion, I re- 
member ic perfectly now — < It is Mrs. Bennet's hand. 

* Mrs. Ellifoa fhowed me a letter from her but a day 
' or two ago. It is a very remarkable hand, and I am 

* pofitive it is her's.' 

* If it be her's,' cries Booth, * what can fhepoffibly 
' mean by the latter part of her caution ? Sure, Mrs. 

* EUifon hath no intention to betray us.' 

* I know not what fhe means,' anfwered Amelia^ 

* bat I am refolved to know immediately; for I am 
< certain of the hand. By the greatefl luck in the 

* world, fhe told me yefterday where her lodgings 

* were, when fhe prefTed me exceedingly to come and 
« fee her. She lives but a very few doors from us, 

* and I will go to her this moment.' 

Booth made not the leaft objedion to his wife's de- 
fign. His curiofity was indeed as great as her's, and 
fo was his impatience to faiisfy it^ though he mention* 
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«d not this his impatience to Amelia; and perhaps it 
had been well for him if he had. 

'Amelia therefore prcfently equipped herfeif in her 
walkine drefs» and leaving her children to the care of 
her humandy made all poffible hafte to Mrs. Bennet^a 
lodgings. 

Amelia waited near five minutes at Mrs. Bennet's 
door, before any one came to open it ; at length a 
siaid-iervant appeared, who being aiked if Mrs. Ben- 
net was at home, anfwered with fome confuiion in 
iier couAtenance, that (he did not know, ' But, ma- 
« dam/ faid (he, * if you will fend ap your name, I 

* will go and fee.' Amelia then told her name, and 
the wench, after flaying a coniiderable time, return- 
ed and acquainted her that Mrs. Bennet was at hpme* 
She was then ufhered into a parlour, and toid that the 
lady would wait on her prefently. 

In this parlour, Amelia cooled her heels, as the 

Shrafe is, near a quarter of an hour. She feemed in- 
eed at this time in the miferable fituation of one of 
thofe poor wretches, who make their morning vifiti 
to the great, to folicit favours, or perhaps to folicit 
the payment of a debt: for both are alike treated as 
beggars, and the latter fometimes coniidered as the 
more troublefome beggars of the two. 

During her ftay her, Amelia obferved the houfe 
to be in great confufion : a great bailie was heard 
above flairs, and the maid ran up and down feveral 
times ina ereat hurry. 

At length Mrs. Bennet herfeif came in. 8hie was 
greatly difordered in her looks, and had, as the wo- 
men call it, huddled on her clothes in much hafle ; 
for in truth, (he was in bed when Amelia firfl came. 
Of this fa^ 'flie informed her, as the only apologf 
Ihe could make for having canfed her to wait fo long 
for her company. 

Amelia very readily accepted her apology, but aik- 
ed her with a fmile, if thefe early hours were ufuai 
with her. Mrs. Bennet turned as red as fcarlet at the 
qoeilion, and anfwered, * No,indeed, dear madam. I 

* am, for the moll part, a very early rifer; but I 
^ jiappened accidenUiW xo &x. ^^ ^tx^ late lafl night. 
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< I am fure I had little expedation of yoar intending 
« me fuch a favour this morning.* 

Amelia looking very ftedfaitly at her» faid— <Is it 
' poffible, madam, you Aiould think fach a note at 

* this» would raife no curioiity in me ?' S\ke then gave 
her the note, aflcing her if (he did not know the hand. 

Mrs. Bennet appeared in the utmoft furprife and 
confufion at this inilant. Indeed, if Amelia had con- 
ceived but the flighted fufpicioo before, the behavioas 
of the lady would have been a fafficient confirmation 
to her of the truth. She waited not, therefore, for an 
anfwer; which, indeed, the other feemed in no hafte 
to give ; but conjured her in the moft earned manner* 
to explain to her the meaning of fo extraordinary an 
aa of friend(hip~« For fo,* faid flie, «I efteem it; 

* being convinced you muft have fufficient reafon for 

* the warning you have given me.* 

Mrs. Bennet, after fome hefitation, anfwercd— * I 

* need not, I believe, tell you how much I am fur* 

* prifed at what you have fliown me, and the chief 
' reafon of my furprife is, how you came to difcover 
^ my hand. Sure, madam, yau have not ihown it to 

. • Mrs. Ellifon.* 

Amelia declared Hie had not ; butdeiired (he would 
qneftion her no further. * What (igniiies Jiow I dif« 

* covered it, iince your hand it certainly is V 

'•'I own it is,' cries Mrs. Bennet, recovering her 
fpirits^ ** and fince you have not (hown it to that wo« 

* man, I am fatisfied. I begin to guefs now whence 

* you might have your information; bat no matter 
' I wi(h I had never done any thing of which I ought 
' to be more a(hamed.>-'No one can, I think, jullv 
' accufemeof a crime on nhat account; andltlianK: 

* Heaven, my (hame will never be direfted by tlie 

* falfe opinion of the wl^rld. — Perhaps it was wrong 
' to ihow my letter; but, when I confider all circum* 
'ftances, I can forgive it.' 

' Since you have guelTed (he truth,* faid Amelia, 

* I am not obliged to deny it. She indeed (bowed 

* me your letter; but I am fure you have not 

< the leaft reafon to be alhamed of it. On the con- 

* trary, your behaviour on fo melancholy aaoccafioai 
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* was highly praiTc-worthy ; and your bearing up 

* under inch aBii<5\ion89 as the lofs of a hufband in 

* fo dreadful" a fituation, was truely great and he- 

* roicaL' 

* So Mrs. Ellifon then hath (hown yoa my letter?* 
pries Mrs. Ben net eagerly, 

* Why, did not you guefs it yourfelf ?* anfwered 
Amelia ; * otherwife I am furc I have betrayed my 
' honour in mentioning it. I hope yoa have not 

* drawn me inadvertently into any breach of my pro* 

* mife. Did you nat aflert, and that with an abfo- 
' lute certainty, that you knew fhe had fhown me 

* your letter, and that you was not angry with her 

* for fo doing?* 

* I am fo confufed,* replied Mrs. Bennet, ' that 

* I fcarce know what I fay : yes, yes, I remember 

* I did fay fo— I wi(h I had no greater reafon to be 

* angry with her than that.* 

* For Heaven's fake,' cries Amelia, 'do not delay 

* my reqtfeft any longer? What you fay now greatly 

* increafes my curiofity ; and my mind will be oa 

* the rack till you difcover your whole meaning; 
« for I am more and more convinced, that fomething 

* of the utmoft importance was the Purport of your 

* meffage.* 

* Of the utmoft importance indeed,'' cries Mrs. 
Bennet, * at leaft you will own my apprehenfions 
^ were fufficiently well founded — O gracious Heaven^ 

* how happy Ihall I think myfelf, if I fliould have 

* proved you prefervation ! I will indeed explain my 
' meaning; but, in order to dlfclofe all my fears m 

* their juft colours, I muft unfold my whole hiflory 
' to you. Can you have patience, madam, toliSea 

* to the flory of the moH unfortunate of women?' 
Amelia aflured her of the higheft Attention; and 

Mrs. BennetToon after be^an to relate what is written 
in the fcventh Book of this hiflory. 
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AMELIA. 

BOOK VII^ 

C H A P. I. 

jl n>ery Jhort ebafUTt mni <9nf$fuenti^ nquirimg n§ 
fri/ace, 

MRS. Bennet having fattened the door, and both 
the ladies having taken their places, flie once 
or twice offered to fpeak, when paffion ftopoed her u(« 
terance; and, after a imnate*s filence, ihe oarft into a 
>liood of tears : upon which, Amelia expreffing the 
vtmoft tendernefs for her, as well by her look as by 
her accent, cried—* What can be the reaibn, dear 

< madam, ofall this emotion i'—*0 Mrs. Booth,' an- 
fwered (he,— ^ I find I have ondertaken what I am not 

* able to perform— Yon would not wonder at my emo- 
^ tion, if you knew yoo had an adalterefs and a 
^ martherer now ftanding before you/ 

Amelia tnmed at pale as death at thefe words,which 
Mrs. Bennet ot>fbTing, colleded aK the force die was 
«ble, and, a little codipofinglier countenance, cried, 

< I fee, madam, I have cerrmed Vdo with fach dread- . 
« fol words; bat I hope yoiswiu not think me gniltv 

< of thefe crimes in the blackefl degree.^— * Guilty!' 
crtei Amelia. * OHeaventP-^' I Mfieve indeed your 
^ candour,' continued Mrs. Bennet, * will be readier 
« to acquit me thsn I am to acquit mylelf— Indifcre* 
"^ tion at teaft, thehigheft, molt unpardonable iadif^ 

* cretion, I Ihall always lay to my own charge; and» 
« when I reflect on the AtA confeq«ences, I can 

* never, never foi^i^remyfelf.' Here ftie again began 
to fatmont in fo bitter a manner, that Amelia en&a* 
Tonmi, at much at Ac conld (foe (hft waa hasiWi 
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greatly Shocked) to footh and comfort her; telling 
her» that, if indifcretion was her higheft crime, the un- 
happy confequences made her rather an unfortunate 
.than a guilty perfon; and concluded by faying »< In- 
'* deed, madam, you have raifed my curioiity to the 
' higheft pitch, and I beg you will proceed with yoiM: 
** dory.' 

Mrs. Bennet then feemed a fecond time going to 
begin her relation, when (he cried out, * I would, if 
-* podible, tire you with no more of my unfortunate life 
^ than juft with that part which leads to a cataflrophe» 

* in which I think you may yourfelf be interefted; 

* but I proteft I am at a lois where to begin.' 

* Begin wherever you pleafe, dear madam,' cries 
Amelia; * but I beg you will confider my impati- 

* -ence.* — * I do confider it,' anfwered Mrs. Bennet; 
-* and therefore would begin with that part of my ftory 
^ which leads diredlly to what concerns yourfelf: for 
** how, indeed, (hould my life produce any thing 

* worthy your notice?* — * Do not fay fo, madam/ 
cries Amelia. ' I afforc you I have long fufpedcd 

* there were fo«ie very remarkable incidents in your 
' life, and have only wanted an opportunity to iaopart 
< to you my defire of hearing thejn; — 1 beg therefore 

* you would make no more apologies.' * I will 

^ not, madam,' cries Mrs. Bennet, * and yet I jwould 
-* avoid any thing tcivial; though, indeed, in dories 
« of diftrefs, efpecially where lov^ is concerned, ma* 
^ ny little incidents may appear trivial to thofe who 

* have never felt the pa (Hon, which to delicate minds 

* are the mod interefting part of the whole.' — * Nay^ 

* but, dear madam,* ccies Amelia^ Mhis is all pre* 
^ face,' 

* Well, madam, 'anfwered Mrs. Bennet, ^ I will 
^ confider you •impatience.' She then rallied all her 

fpirits in the bed manner die could, and began as 
is written in the next chapter. 

And here podibly the reader will blame Mrs. Benr 

net for taking her dory fo far back, and relating {q 

much of her life in which Ameliahad no concern ; but 

in trath die was dedrous of inculcating a good opinioii 

40/ lierfelff from recouuiux^ thofe uania£iions.whei^ 



Chap. 2. . AMELIA. 291 

her condudwas unexceptionable, before fhe came:to 
the more dangerous and fufpicious pare of her charac- 
ter. This 1 really fuppofe to have been her intend-' 
on : for to facrifice the time and patience of Amelia at 
fuch a feafon to mere love of talking of h^rfelfy 
would have been as unpardonable in her, as the bear-, 
ing it was in Amelia a proof of the moil perfedt good 
breeding. 



I 



C H A P. II. 

The beginning of Mrs. Bennett hifiory^ 
Was the younger of two daughters of a clergy- 



_ man in Eflcx ; of one in whofe praife, if I Ihould 
indulge my fond heart in fpeaking, I think my in* 
vention could not outgo the reality. He was indeed 
well worthy of the cloth he wore; and that, I think, 
' is the hi^heil charader a man can obtain. 
. < During the firft part of my Itfe, even till Ircached 

* niyTixteenth year, I can recoiled nothing to relate 

* to you. All was one long fercne day ; in looking 
' back upon which, as when we call our eyes on a 

* calm fea, no objed arifes to my view« All appears 

* one fcene of happinefs and tranquillity. 

* On the day, then, when I became fixteen years 

* old, muft I begin my hiftory; for on that day I 

* firft tailed the bitternels of forrow. 

* My father, beiides thofe prefcribed by our reli- 
' gion, kept five feftivals every jrear. Thefe were on 
« his wedding day, and on the birth-day of each of his 

* little family : on thefe occafions he ufed to invite 

* two or three neighbours to his houfe, and to indulge 

* himfelf, ashefaid, in great excefs : for fo he called . 
' drinking a pint of very fmall punch; and, indeed, 

< it might appear excefs to one who on other days 

< rarely tailed any liquor (Ironeer than fmall beer. . 

* Upon my unfortunate birth-day, then, when we 

* were all in a high degree of mirth, my mother hav- 

* ing left the room after dinner, and flaying away 

* pretty long, my father fent me to fee for her. I 

* went according to his orders ; but though I fearched 
^ the whole houie^ aad called after her without doors. 
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* I could neither fee nor hear her. I was a little 

* alarmed at this (thoogh far from fufpefling any great 

* mifchief had befallen her) and ran back to acq^oaint 

* my Either, who anfwered coolly (for he was a man 

* of the calmeft temper) *' Very well, my dear, I 
^ fappofe file is not gone far, and will be here imme- 
** diately.'* Half an hour or more paifed after this» 

when, ihe not returning, my father himfelf ex* 
piefled fome furprife at her day ; declaring it muft 
be fome matter of importance which could detain her 
at that time- from her company. His furprife now 
increafed every minute ; and he began to grow un<» 
eafy, and to ihow fnfficient fymptoms in his couate. 
nance of what he felt within. He then difpatched 
the fervancmaid to enquire after her miftrelsin the 
pariih; but waited not her return; for ihe was 
(carce gone out of doors, before he Pegged leave ot 
his gnefts to go himfelf on the fame errand. The 
company now all broke up, and attended my father^ 
all endeavouring to give him herpes that no mifchief 
had hapjyened. They fearched the whole pariih; 
but in vain: they could neither fee my mother, nor 
hear any news of her. My father returned home in 
a date little fiiort of diilraclion. His friends in 
vain attempted to adminiHer either advice or com- 
fort; he threw himfelf on the floor in the mod bitter 
agonies of defpair. 

* Whilft he lay in this condition, my fitter and my* 
felf lying by him, all eoually, I believe, and com- 
pletely miferable, our old fervant-maid came into 
the room, and cried oat, her mind mifgave her that 
Ae knew where her miflrefs was. Upon thefe words^ 
my father fprang from the floor, and a&ed her 

eagerly, where i But, oh ! Mrs. Booths bow ca& 

I deicribe the particulars of a fcene to you, the re- 
membrance of which chills my blood with horror^ 
and which the agonies of my mind, when it paflfed^ 
made all a fcene ofconfufion i The fa£l then in fl^oit 
was this — my mother, who was a mofl in Julgent 
miflrefs tocnefervant, which was all we tkept, waa 
onwilling, I fuppofe, to diflurb her at her dinner a. 
aad thecobre went VlexItXi \o SlVl Vlst \ftal^kettle at a 
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* well, into which, ftretching herfelf too far, as we 
' imagined, the water then being very low, £be Ml 

* with the tea-kettle is her hand. The mifiing this, 

* gave the poor old wretch the £rft hint of her fttf- 

* picioD, which, upon examination^ was found 19 

* Iie«ooweU grounded. 

' What we all fuiffered on this occafion may more 
' cafily be felt than defcribed/— — <llt may indeed,*^ 
anfwered Amelia, '* and I am ib fenfible of it, that 
** anlefs yoa have a mind to fee me faint before yonr> 
'< face, { beg yon will order me fomething— a glafst 
** of water, if you pleaie." Mrs. Bennet immediately 
complied with her friend's reooeft ; a glafs of water 
was brought, and fome hartmom drops infu/ed into 
If; which Amelia having drank oft, declared (he 
found herielf mnch better ; and then Mrs. Bennet 
jiroceeded thus : 

< I will not dwell on a fcene which I fee hath al- 

* residy fo much affe6led your tender heart, andwhicb 
' is as difagreeable to me to relate, as it can be to 

* you to hear. I will, therefore, only mention to yoff 

* the behaviour of my father on this occaiion, which 
' was indeed becoming a philofopher and a chriftian 

* divine. On the day after my mother's funeral, he ' 

* fent for my filler and myfelf into his room ; where,. 

* after many careiTes^ and every demonftration of fa- 
^ therly tendernefs, as well in filenceas in words, he 

* began to exhoit us to bear with patience the great 
« calamity that had befallen us; faying—" That as 
** every human accident, how terrible foever, muft 
*< happen to u$ by divine permiffion at leail« a due 
** fcnfe of our duty to our great creator, mu ft teach 
*< us an abfoluie fubmiflton to his will. Not only re- 
** ligion, but common fenfe muft teach us this; for 
«< oh ! my dear children," cries he, ** how vain is all 
" refinance, all repining ! Could tears wafh back 
•'again my angel from the grave, I ihould drain all 
n the j dices of my body through my eyes ; but, oh I 
** could we fill up that curfed well with our tears, 
«* how fruiilcfs would be all ourforrow 1" — * I think 
< ]>epeatyou his very words : for the impreffion they 
«^pade on me is ftevcr 10 be o\A\\ftti»ii*---^^^&««^ 

* O -J '^ V^- 
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proceeded to comfort us with the cbearfal thought 
that the lofs was entirely our own, and that my mo- 
ther was greatly a gainer by the accident which we 
lamented. ** I have a wife," cries he^ *• my 
' children, and you hare a mother now amongfl the 
^ heavenly choir : how. felfiih» therefore, is all our 
* gri^f t how cruel to her are all our wifties !**— In 
this manner^ he talked to us near half an hour, 
though I muft frankly own to you, his arguments 
had not the immediate good effedt on us which they 
deferved : for we retired from him very little thi 
better for his exhortations; however, they became 
every day more and more forcible upon our recol- 
ledtion; indeed, they were greatly ftrengthened by 
his example : for in this, as in all other inftances,. 
he pradifed the dodlrines which he taught. From 
thi? day he never mentioned my mother more, and 
foon after recovered his ufoal chearfulnefsin pub- 
lic; though I have reafon to think he paid many a 
bitter iigh in private to ^hat remembrance, which 
neither phi lofophy norchriftianity eould expunge* 
• My father's advice, enforced by his example, to- 
gether with the kindnefs of Tome of our friends, af- 
filed by that ableft of all the mental phyficians, time, 
in a few months pretty well reftoredmy tranquillity, 
when fortune made a fecond attack on my quiet. 
My iifler, whom I dearly loved, and who as warmly 
returned my a£ed\ion, had fallen intoan illftateof 
health fome time before the fatal accident which I 
have related. She was indeed at that time fo muck 
better, that we had great hopes of her perfedt re- 
covery ; but the diforders of her mind on that dread- 
ful occafion fo affefted her body, that (he prefently 
relapfed to her former declining flate, and thence 
grew continually worfeand worfc, till after a decay 
of near feven months, (he followed my poor mo- 
ther to the grave. 

« I will not tire you, dear madam, with repetitions 
of grief; I will only mention two obfervations which 
have occurred to me from reflexions on the two 
loffss I have menimtd. The firft is, that h mind 
ojice violently tun ^tow%> i^Vx'^^x^^ ^sKV^tk^ v^^jbl^ 
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* fatare itnpreflions of grief; and is never capable of 
** feeling the fame pangs a fecond time.- The other 

* obfervation is, that the arrows of fortune, as well 

* as all others, derive their force from the velocity 

* With which^ey are difcharged : for when they ap- 

* proach yoJpy ^w and perceptible degrees they 

* have but vi» little power to do you mifchjef. 

* ThetrutRfthefe obfervation^ I experienced, not 

* only in df own heart, but in the behaviour of my 
^ father, whofe philofophy Teemed to gain a complete 

* triumph over this latttr calamity. . 

* Our family was now reduced to two; and my fa:- 

* ther grew extremely fond dime, as if he had ttow 

* conferred in entire (lock of affection on me,, that had 

* before been divided. His words indeed teflified na 
' lefsr for he daily called me hi$ only darling, his 

* whole, comfort. Ma al]^ He committed the whole 

* charge of his houfe to m)|care, and gave me the 
' name of his lirtle houie keeper,, an apppellation of 

* which I was then as proud as any minifter of ftate 

* can be of his titles. But though 1 was very induftrious 
' in the difcharge of my occupation, I did not, how« 

* ever, negledl my ftuiies, in which 1 had made £0 
' great a pioficiency, that 1 was become a pretty good 

* miflrefs of the Latin langu-age, and had made fom« 

* progrefs in the Greek. 1 believe, madam, I have 

* formerly acquainted you, that learning was the 

* chief eftate 1 inherited of my father, in which he 

* had inftrufled me from myearlieft you^th. 

* The kindneffe of this good man had at length 

* wiped off the remembrance of all lo(re»; andl, duT- 
« ing two years, led a life of great tranquiHity ; I 
^ think I might almoft fay of perfect happinefs^ 

* I was now in the nineteenth year of my age, whea 

* my father's good fortune removed us from the 

* county of Effex into Hampihire, where a living 
' was conferred on him, by one of his old fchool- 
« fellows, of twice the value of what he was before 

* poffeffed of. 

* His predecelTor in this new living had died in 
' very indifferent circum (lances, and had left behind 
^ him a widow with two fmall children* My father^ 
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' ckerelbfe» wbo» wicb great cecoBomy, bad a mot 

< geDcroM fool, booght tbe wbole fbrnitore of tbe 

* parfonage-boofe at a very bigk nice; ibme of it» 

* indeed, ne would have wanted: fortboogb our little 

* habitation in Eflez was moft coroplfijply fnrDifliedy 
' yet it bore no proportion to the Uftnefs of that 
' hoofe in which he was now to dwelM 

^ His motive, however, to the pnrfl^swas, I am 

* convinced, folely ^enerofity ; wnich l|>peared fof- 
■* ficiently by the price he gave, and may be fbrther 
^ enforced by the kindnefshe ihowed the widow in an* 

* other inftance : for he affigned her an apartment for 

< die Bfe of herfelf ^HA her little family ; which he 
' told her file was welcome to enjoy as long as it 
' foited her conveniency. 

* As this widow was very yoong, and generally 
' thought lo be tolerably pretty, though lown ihehad 
' a caft with her eyes 0bich I never liked, my father, 
' you may fuppofe, aded from a lefs nobie principle 
^ than 1 have hinted : but I mud in }oftice acquit 
^ him ; for theie kind ofers wtre made her before 

* ever he had deem her face ; and i have the greateft 

* reafon to thiok, that, for a long time after he had 
^ (ten her, he beheld her with much indi£Ference. ' 

* This zGtoi my father's gave me, when 1 firft heard 
' it, great fatisfadion ; for I may, at leaft, with the 
^ modefty of the ancient philofophers, call myfelf a 
^ lover of generofity ; but, when 1 became acquainted 

* with tbe widow, 1 was Hill more delighted with 
« what my father had done: for, though 1 could not 
' agree with thofe who thought her a confummate 

* beauty, I muft allow that ihe was very fully pof* 

* fclTed of the power of making herfelf agreeable; 

* and f^is poDwer flie exerted with fo much fnccefs, 
' with focK indefatigable induftry Vo oblige, that 

* ^ within three months I became in the higheft manner 
' pleafedwiih my new acquaintance, and had con - 

* traded the moft fincere friendihip for her. 

« But if I was fo plcafed with the widow, my ^ther 
^ was by this time enamoured of her« She had, in*. 
< deed, by the moft artful condod in the world, fo 

* iniiiuaced hcrfcU inXoYiu ivio>if > fc eauiely infa- 
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toated him^ that he never fhoived the leaft 
marks of chearfulnefs in her abfence, i|nd €oald» 
in truth* fcarce bear that (he ihould be oat of his 
fight. 

* She had managed this matter fo well (O ! (he is 
the moft ar^ol of women!) my father's heart 
was gone biPre I ever fufpedled it was in danger. 
The difcov^y, you may eafily believe, madam, 
was not plefllng. The name of a mother-in-law 
founded dftadful in my ears, nor could I bear the 
thought of parting again with a (hare in thofedear 
affedtons, of which I had purchafed the whole by 
the lofs of a beloved' mother and fifter. 

* In the firil hurry and difotferof mymind onthif 
occa$on, I committed a crime of the higheft kind 
againil all the laws of prudence and difcretion. I 
took the young lady herielf very roundly to taik ; 
treated her defigns on my father a» little better than 
a defign to commit a thel% and in my paffion, I 
believe, faid (he might be a(hamed toihinkof mar«i 
rying a man old enough to be her grandfather : for 
foin reality he almod was. 

* The lady,. on this ocGafion, afted'fioely the part of 
a hypocrite. She a(Fed«d to be highly affronted 
at my unjuft fufpiciops, as (he called them,.^Rdpro» 
ceeded to fuch aflTeverations of her innocence^- that 
(he almod brought me to difcredit the evidence 
of my own eyes and ears. 

* My father, however, a{ted much more i^neftjy : 
for he fell the next day into a more violent pafliofi 
with me than I bad ever feen him in before, and 
(liked me, whether 1 intended- to return fads paternal 
fondnefs by affuming the right of controlling bi» 
inclinatioot, with more of the likekind, which fully 
convinced me what had paiTed between him aad 
the lady > and how little 1 had injuredht? in myr 
Aifpicions. 

« Hitherto, 1 frankly own my averiion to this match^ 
had been prfnci pally on my own account r for Phad. 
aaill opinion of the woman, though I thought nei^ 
therhercircumftanccs, nor my father 'sage, promif<id 
afy kind eCWfikf frony^fuch an iini(uv; buf, now I- 
O 5 • learnt 
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* learnt fomc particulars, which, had not our qoarrel 

* become poblic in the parifh, I (hould, perhaps, 

* have never known. In fiiorc, I was informed, that 

* this gentle obliging creature, as fhe had at firft ap- 

* peared to me, had the fpirit of a tigrefs, and was 

* by many believed to have broken thft heart of her 

* firfthufband. " 

* The truth of this matter being CQ|iirmed to me 

* npon examination, I refolved not ro fupprcfs it. 

* On this occafion fortune feemed to faifeur me, by 

* giving me a fpeedy opportunity of feeing my father 

* alone and in good humour. He now firfl began to 

* open his intended marriage, telling me that he had' 

* formerly had fome r4fgious objeflions .to bigamy, 

* but he had very fully con fidered the matter, and 

* had fatisfied himfelf of its legality. He then faith« 

* fully promifed me, that no lecond marriage fhould 
' in the leaft impair his afFedion for me; and con- 

* eluded with the hig^d eulogiums on the goodnefs. 
' of the widow, protefling that it was her virtues and 

* not her perfon with which he was enamoured. 

* I now fell upon my'knees before him, and bath- 
^ ing his hand in my tears, which flowed very plen- 

* tifully from my eyes, acquainted him with all I 

* had heard; and was fo very imprudent, I might 

* almoft fay fo cruel, to diiclofe the author of my 

* information. 

* My father heard me without any indication of 
'* paffion ; and anfwered coldly, that if there was any 

* proof of fuch fafts, he ihould decline any further 

* thoughts of this match. *' But child," faid he, 
** though I am far from fufpefting the truth of what 
** yotf tell me, as far as regards your knowledge ; yet 
** you know the inclination of the world to flander.'* 

* Howevefj before we parted, he promifed to make a 

* proper enquiry into what I had told him. — But I 
' afk youtr pardon, dear madam, I am running mi* 

* nutely into thofe particulars of my life, in which 

* you have not the leaft concern.' 

Amelia flopped her friend Ihort in her apology, and 

^tigh, perhaps, (he thought her impertinent enough,' 

--yet (Inch was her good breeding) -ihe gave her many 

'a^CCutances 



Chap. 3. AMELIA* 299 

aflaranccs of acariofity to know every incident of her 
life which (he could remember; after which, Mrs. 
Ben net proceeded as in the next chapter. 



I 



CHAP. III. 

Conimuation of Mrs. Bennet's^^r^. 
Think, madam,' faid Mrs. Bennet, * I told yon 



^ my father^ promifed me to encjuire farther into 
the affair; but he had hardly time to keep his 
^ word; for we feparated pretty late in the evening, 
^ and early the next morning he was married to the 

* widow. 

*• But, though he gave no credit to my information^ 
^ I had fufficient reaibn to think he did not forget it, 
' by the refentment which he foon diicovered to both 

* the perfons whom I had named as my informers. 

• Nor was it long before I had good caufe to be- 

* lieve, that my father's new wife was perfeflly well 

* acquainted with the good opinion 1 had of her, 

* not only from her ufage of me, but from certain 

* hints, which (he threw forth with an air of triumph. 

* One day particularly, I remember (he faid to my fa- 

* ther, upon his mentioning his age, ** O, my dear, 
** I hope you have many years yet to live^ unlefs, in- 
♦* deed, I (hould be fo cruel as to break your heart.** 

* She (poke thefe words, looking me full in the- 

* face, and accompanied them with a fneer, iir 

* which the higheft malice was vifible, under athih 

* covering of afFefted pleafantry. 

* 1 will not entertain yoa, madam, with any thing 

* (b common as the cruel ufage of aftep-mother; nor 

* of what affedted me much more, the unkind belra- 

* viour of a father under fuch an influence. It (hall 
« fui&ce only to tell you, that I had the -mortification 
*■ to perceive the gradual and daily decreafe of my fa- 

* ther's aifediion. His fmiles were converted ^ into 

* frowns ; the tender appellations of child, and dear 
/ were exchanged for plain Moll)s that girl; that 

* creature, and fometimes much harder names. I \^as 

* at firfl turned all at once into a cypher, and at Itrft 

* feemed to be coniidered as a nuifknce in the family. 

O 6 « TW% 
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* Thus altered was the man of whom I gave you 
fuch a charader at the entrance on my ftory ; bat, 
alas ! he no longer a6ted from his own excellent dif- 
pofition ; bnt was in every thing governed and di« 
redted by my mother-in-law. In fa^, whenever 
there is great difparity of years between huft>and and 
wife, the yoanger is» I believe, always pofTefTedof 
abfolute power over the elder : for fuperftition it- 
(elf is a lefs £rm fupport of abiblute power than 
dotage. 

' But though his wife was fo entirely miftrefs of my 
father's will that ihe could make him nfe me lU, 
fhe could not fo perfedly fubdne his underftanding 
as to prevent him from being confcions of fiich iQ 
ufage ; and from this confcioufnefs he began inve- 
terately to hate me. Of this hatred he gave me 
numberlefs inftances, and I proteft to yoa» I know 
not any other reafon for it thanwhati haveaffigned; 
and the caufe, as experience hath convinced me, is 
adequate to the efFedt. 

* While I was in this wretched fituation, my fa- 
ther's unkindnefs having almoft broken my heart» 
he came one day into my room with more anger in 
his countenance than I nad ever feen ; and, after bit- 
terly upbraiding me with my undmiful behaviour 
both to bimfeir and his worthy confort, he bid me 
pack up ray alls, and immediately prepare to quit 
his honfe ; at the fame tim^ gave me a letter, and 
told me that would acquaint me where I might find 
a home; adding, that he doubted not but I ex- 
peded, and had indeed folicited the invitation ; and 
left me with a declaration that he would have no fpies 
iftihts family. 

'* The letter, I found on opening it, was firom my 
fother's own filler ; but, before I mention the con- 
tents,^! will give you a fhort iketch of her chara6ler, 
as it was fomewhat particular* Herperfonal charms 
were not great; for fhe was very tall, very thin, and 
very homely. Of the dcfe£l of her beauty fhe was, 
perhaps, fenfible; her vanity therefore retreated^n- 
to her mind, where there is no looking-glafs, and 
eoQfeq neatly where we can flatter ourftlves with dif- 
^ « ^^vering 
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* covering almoft whatever beauties we pleafe. This 
' is an encouraging circum (lance; and yet I have 

* obferved, dear Mrs. Booth, that f^ women ever 

* (eek thefe comforti from within, till they are drivea 
' to it by defpair of finding any food for their vanity 

* from without. Indeed^ I believe the firft wi(h of 

* our whole fex is to be handfome.' 

Here both the ladiea fixed their eyes on the gl^fs, 
and both fmiled, 

* M^ aunt,however/ continued Mrs.Btnnet, ^ from 
' defpair of gaining any appiaufe this way, had ap* 

* plied her felf entirely to the contemplation of her 

* underftanding, and had improved this to fuch A 

* pitch, that at the age of fifty, at which (he was 

* now arrived, fhe had contra6^ed a hearty contempt 

* for much the greater part of both {exts; for the 

* women, as being ideots, and for the men, as the 

* admirers of ideots. That word and fool were aU 

* moft conftantly in her mouth, and were beftowed 

* with great liberality among all her acquaintance. 

* This lady had fpent one day only at my father*i 

* hoafe in near two years. It was about a month he^ 

* fore hi$ fecond marriage. At her departure (he 

* toiok occaiion to whiter me her opinion of the 
< widow, whom (he called a pretty ideot, and won- 
« dered how her brother could bear fuch company 
^ under his roof; for neither (he nor I had at that 
' time any fufpicion of what afterwards happened. 

* The letter which my father had juft received^ 

* and which was the fir£ (he had fent him fiace his 

* marriage, was of fuch a nature, that I (hould be 
\* unjttft if I blamed him for being ofFended ; fool 

t and ideot were both plentifully bellowed in it, as 

* well on himfeK^as on his wife. But what, perhaps^ 

* had principally offended him, was that part whicd 
' rektedtome: for after much panegyric on mjr 
' underdanding, and faying he was unworthy of fuch 

* a daughter, Q\e eonlidered his match not only as 

* the higheft indifcretion, as it related to himfelf, 

* but as a downright ad of injuftice to me. One 

* expreffion in it llhall never forget. *< You have 
*' placcdt^' iaid ihe, ** a wooud aSpv c your duugh- 
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ter, who, in underftandine» the only valuable 
gift of nature, is the lowefl m the whole clafs of 
pretty ideots." After much more of this kind, 
it concluded with inviting me to her houfe. 

• I can tr.uly fay, that, when I had read the letter, 
I entirely forgave my father's fufpicion, that I had 
made fome complaints to my aunt of his beha« 
vioar; for, though I wa^ indeed innocent, there wa» 
furely colour enough tofufpeft the contrary. 

• Though 1 had never been greatly attached to 
my tont, nor indeed had (he formerly given me 
any reafon for fuch an attachment ; yet I was well 
enough pleafed with her prcfent invitation-. To 
fay the troth, I led fo wretched a life where J thea 
was, that it was impoffible not to be a gainer by 
any exchange. 

• I could not, however, bear the thoughts of 
leaving my father with an impreflion on his mind 
againft me which I did not deferve. I endeavour- 
ed, therefore, to remove all his fufpicion of my 
having complained to my aunt by the moil earnefl 
afTeverations of my innocence ; but they were al^ to 
no purpofe* All my tears, all my vows, and air 
my entreaties were fruiilefs. My new mother in- 
deed appeared to be my advocate; bat fhe a£tcd 
her part very poorly, and, far from counterfeiting 
any dt^rc of fucceeding in my fuit, (he could not 
conceal the exceffive joy which (he felt on the oc^ 
cafion. 

« Well, madam, the next day I departed for my 
aunt's, where, after a long journey of forty miles, 
I arrived without having once broke my fall on 
the road: for grief is as capable as food of filling 
the ftomach; and 1 had too much of the former 
to admit any of the latter. The fatigue of my 
journey, and the agitation of my mind, joined to 
my fafting, fo overpowered my fpirits, that when 
I was taken from my horfe, I immediately fainted 
away in the arms of the man who helped me 
from ray faddle. My aunt expreffed great alio- 
niihment at feeing me in this condition, with my 
eyes almoft fwonen out of my head with tears ; 

* but 
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but my father's letter, which J delivered her foon 
after I came to myfelf, pretty well, I I elie^^e," 
cured her furprize. She often fmiled with a mixture 
of contempt and anger, while (he was reading it ; 
and having pronounced her brother to be a fool, 
(he turned to me, and with as much affability as 
poflible (for (he is no great miftrefs of aifability) 
faid, ** Don't be uneafy, dear MoUy^ for you are 

* come to the houfe of a friend ; of one who hath 

* (enfe enough to difcern the author of all the mif- 

* chief: depend opon it, child, T will ere long make 

* fomc people aihamed of their folly.'* This kind 
reception gave me fome comfort, my aunt afTuring 
methatlhe would convince him how unjodly he 
had accttfed me of having made any complaints to 
her. A paper'war was now begun between thcfe 
two, which not only fixed an irreconciieable hatred 
between them ; but confirmed my father'*^ difplea- 
fure againfl me, and in the end, I believe,- did me 
no fcFvice with my aunt ; for I was con fide red by 
both as the caufe of their difTeniionj though in 
faft my flep-mother, who very well knew the af- 
fedion my aunt had for her, had long iince done 
her bufinefs with my father; and as for my aunt's 
affeftion towards him, it had been abating feveral 
years, from an apprehenfion that he did not pay 
fufiicient deference to her underftanding. 

* I had lived about half a year with my aunt, 
when I heard of my Hep- mother's being <ielivered 
of a boy, and the great joy my father expre/Ttd 
on that occafion ; but, poor man, he lived not 
long to enjoy his happinefs; for within a month 
afterwards I had the melancholy news of his death. 

* Notwithftanding all the di'fobligations I had lately 
received from him, 1 was fincerely afHidled at my 
lofsof him. All his kindnefs to me in my infancy, 
all his kindnefs to me while I was growing up, re- 
curred to my memory, raiftd a thoufand tender, 
melancholy ideas,and totally obliterated all tlioughts 
of his latter behaviour, for which I made alfo every 
aUowance and every excufe in my power. 
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* But what may perhaps appear more extraordi. 
nary» my a«nt began loon to fpeak of him with 
concern. She faid he had Tome underftaadiDg for* 
merly, thoagh his paffion for that vi ie woman had 
in a great meafure obfcured it ; and one day, when 
(he was in an ill humour with me» (he had the 
cruelty to throw out a hint, that (he had never 
quarrelled with her brother if it had not been on 
my account. 

* My father, during his life, had allowed my aunt 
very handfomely for my board ; for gener ofity was 
too deeply riveted in his nature to be plucked out 
by all the power of his wife. So far, however, (he 
prevailed, that though he died poSeffed of upwards 
of toool, he left me no more than lOo/- which,, 
as he exprefTed in his will, was to fet me up in fome 
bttiinefs, if I had the grace to take to any. 

* Hitkerto, my aunt bad in gtrneral treated me 
with fome degree of aifedion ; but her behaviour 
began now to be changed* She fooo Cook an op- 
portunity of giving me to underliand, that her for- 
tune was inmfBcient to keep me: and, a« I could 
not live on the intereft pf my own, it was high time 
for me to con(ider about going into the worl4. She 
added, that her* brother having mentioned my fct- 
ting up in fome bufmefs, in his will, wi^ very fool-' 
i(h ; that I had been bred to nothing ; and befides^ 
that the fam was too trifling to fet me op in any 
way of reputation; (he defired me therefore to thiivB 
of immediately going into feivice. 

' This advice was perhaps right enough ; and i 
told her I was very ready to do as 0ie directed me 
but I was at that time in an ill (late of health : I 
de(ired her therefore to let me ftay with her tilt my 
legacy, which was not to be paid till a year after my 
father*s death, was due ; and I then promifed to 
iatisfy her for my board; to which ihe readily 
confcnted, 

* And now, madam,' faid Mrs. Bennet fighiag, *l 
am going to open to yon thofe matters which lead 
directly to thlt great callxopkc of my Ufe^ which 

• hath 
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* hath occafioned my giving you this tronble^ and of 
< trying your patience 10 this manner/ 

Amelia, notwichftanding her impatience, made a 
very civil anfwer to this; and then Mrs. fiennet pro- 
ceeded to relate what is written in the next chapter* 



:T 



CHAP iv; 

Further Continuation* 
HE curate of thepariih where my annt dwelt 



was a young fellow of about four-and-twenty* 

' He had been left an orphan in his infancy, and en* 

* tirely unprovided for; whe'n an uncle had thegood- 
' nefs to take care of his education, both at ichool 

* and at the univerfity. As the young gentleman 

* was intended for the church, bis uncle, though he 
^ had two daughters of his own, and no very large 

* fortune, purchafed for him the next prefentation of 
' a living of near 200L a year. The incumbent, at 

* the time of the purchafe,wa8 under the age of fixty^ 

< and in apparent good health; notwithftandiagwhidf 

* he died foon after the bargain, and long before the 

< nephew was capable of orders ; fo that the uncle 
^ was obliged to give the living to a clergyman, to 

* hold it till the young man came of proper age. 

. -* The young gentleman had not attained his pro* 

* per age- of taking orders when he had the misfor- 

* tune to lofe his uncle and only friend ; who^ think« 

* ing he had fulHciently provided for his nephew by 

* the purchafe of the living, confidered him no fur« 

* ther in his will, but divided all the fortune of which 

* he died pofrefTed between his two daughters ; re* 

* commending it to them, however^on his death-bed, 

* to ailifl their coufin with money fufficient to keep 

* him at the univerfity, till he ihould be capable of 
« ordination. 

* But, as no appointment of this kind was in the 

* will, the young ladies, who received about aoool. 

* each, thought proper todifregtrd the laft words of 

* their father : for, beiides that both of them were 

* extremely tenaciousof their money, they were great 

* enemies to their coufin, on account of their fat:Ket'9. 
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' kindnefs to him, and thought proper to let him 

* know that they thought he had robbed them of too 
^ much already. ^ 

* The poor young fellow was now greatly diftreiTed; 
' for he had yet above a year to (lay at the univer- 

* fity, without any vifible means of fuilaining himielf 

* there. 

* In >his diflrefs, however, he met with a friend, 

* who had the gord-nature to lend him the fum of 
' twenry pounds, for which he only accepted his bond 

* for forty, and which was to be paid within a year 

* after his being pofTefled of hi living; that is, within 

* a year after his becoming qualified to hold it. 

* With this fmall fum, thus hardly obtained, the 
•• poor gentlemiin made a (hift to ftruggle with all 

* difficuTtifs, till he became of due age to take upon 

* himfelf theiharafter of a deacon. Ke then re- 

* paired to that clergyman, to whom his uncle had 

* given the living upon the conditions above-men* 
\ tioned, to procure a title to ordination; but this, 
:' to his great furprize and mortification, was abfo« 

* lutely refuted him* 

' The immediate difappointment did not hurt him 

* fo much as the conclufion he drew from it : for 

* he could have but little hopes, that the man who 
.• could have the cruelty torefufe him a title, would 

* vouchdife afterwards lo deliver up to him a living 
• * of fo confiderable a value ; nor was it long before 

* this worthy incumbent told him plainl', that he 
' * valued his uncle's favours at too high a rate to part 

' with them to any one ; nay, he pretended fcruples 

* of confcience, and faid, that if he had made any 
-* flight promifes^ which he did not now well remem- 

* ber, they wer« wicked and vojd; that he looked 

* upon hinfelf as married to his pariih, and he could 

* no more give it up, than he could give up his wife, 
.* without un. 

* The poor young fellow was now obliged to feek 
< farther for a title, which at length he obtained from 

* the redor of the parifti where my aunt lived. 

M * He had not long been fettled in the curacy, be- 
' fore an intimate acc^ua\ti\^tvc^ %itv< between him 
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and my aunt: for (k« was a great admirer of the 
clergy, and ufed frequently to fay they were the 
only converfablc creatures in the country. 

* The firft time fhe was in this gentleman^s com« 
pany was at a neighbour's chrifteoing, where (he 
flood god-mother. Here (he difplayed her whole 
little Itock of knowledge, in order to captivate Mr. 
Bennet (1 fuppofe, madam, you already guefsthat 
to have been his name) and before tbey parted, 
gave him a very iirong invitation to her houle. 

* Not a word pafTed at this chriilening between 
Mr. Bennet and myfelf; but our eyes were not 
unemployed. Here, madam, I firll felt a pleaiiog 
kind of confufion, whi^h I know not how to de- 
fcribe 1 felt a kind of uneaiinefs; yet did not 
wifli to be without it. I longed to be alone; yet 
dreaded the hour of parting. I could not keep my 
eyes ofFfrom the objeft which caufed my confufion, 
and which I was at once af<'aid of and enamoured, 
with. — But, why do I attempt to defcribe my fi- 
tuation to one who muft, I am fure, have felt the 
fame ? 

Amelia fmiled, and Mrs. Bennet went on t&i2S». 
O, Mrs. Booth, had you feen the perfon of whom 
I am now fpeaking, you would not condemn the 
fuddennefs of my love. Nay, indeed, I had feea 
hiin there before, though this was the firft time I 
had ever heard the mufic of his voice. — O I it was 
the fweeteft that was ever heard. 

* Mr. Bennet came to vifit my aunt the very next 
day. She imputed this refpedtful hafte to the power- 
ful charms of her underftanding, and refolved to> 
lofe no opportunity in improving the opinion which 
(he imagined he had conceived of her. She became 
by this deiire quite ridiculous, and ran into abfur- 
dities and a gallimatias Ararce credible. 

< Mr. Bennet, as I afterwards found, law her in 
the famb light with myfelf; but, as he was a very 
fenfible and well-bred man, he' fo well concealed 
his opinion from us both, that I was almoft anery, 
and (he was plcafed even to raptures, declaring her- 
felf charmed with his underft&udvci%\ tlvs^sv^^'^Asftd. 
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* he had faid very little ; but I believe- he heard him- 
' felf into her good opinioo, wl^Ue he gazed himfelf 

* into love. 

* The two firfl vifiti which Mr. Benoet made to 

* my aunty though I was in the room all the time^ 

* I never (poke a word : but on the thirds on fomo 
' arsumenc which arofe between them, Mr. Bennet 

* referred himfelf to me* I took his fide of the 

* queftiojiy as indeed I muil to have done jufiice, and 
' repeated two or three words of Latin. My aunt 

* reddened at this, and exprefTed great difdaia of my 

* opinion, declaring ihe was ailonifhed that a man of 

* Mr. Bennet's underftanding could appeal to the 

* judgment of a Blly girl: Is ihe, faid my aunt bnd« 
' lingherfelf, fit to decide between us? — Mr. Bennet 

* fpoke very favourably of what I had faid ; upon 
' which my aunt burft almoft into a rage, treated mt 

* with downright fcurrility, called me conceited fool, 

* abufedmy poor father for having caught me Latin, 

* which, (he faid» had mademeadownnght coxcomb^ 

* and made me prefer myfelf to thofe who weie a hun* 
' dred times my fuperiors in knowledge. She then 
' fell fool on the learned languages, declared they 

* were totally ufelefs, and concluded that (he had 
^ read all that was worth reading, though (he thank* 
' ed heaven (he underftood no language but her own. 

' Before the end of his viiit, Mr. Bennet reconciled 

* himfelf very well to my aunt, which, indeed, was 

* no difficult tafk for him to accomplifh; but from 
' that hour (he conceived a hatred and rancour to- 

* wards me which 1 could never appeafe. 

* My aunt had, from my firft coming into her 

* hoofe, expre(red great didike to mv learning. In 
^ plain truth, (he envied me that act vantage. This 

* envy I had long ago difcovered; and had taken 
' great pains to fmother it; carefqily avoiding ever to 

* mention a Latin word in her prefence, and always 

* fubmitting to her authority ; for indeed I defpi(ed 

* her ignorance too much to difpute with her. By 
< thefe means I had pretty well fucceeded, and we 

* jived tolerably together. But the affront paid to 

* bcr aodcrftanding by Wlt.'&em.Titx.Vaxic) (vio^t was 
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^ an ifi]itiy never to be forgiren to me* She took me 
^ fererely to talk that very evening* and reminded me 

* of going to fervice, in fuch earneft terms as almoft 

* amounted to literally turning me oat of doors; ad* 

* vifing me» in the moft infnlcing manner, to keep 

* my Latin to myfelf ; which, (he faid, was ufelefs to 
** anyone; but ridiculous, when pretended to by a 

* fervant. 

' The next vifit Mr, Bennet made at Qur houfe^ 
^ I was not fuffered to be prefenc This was much 

* the ihbrtefl of all his vifits ; and, when he went 
' away, he left my aunt in a worfe humour than 

< ever I had feen her. The whole was difcharged 

* on me in the ufual manner, by upbraiding me with 

* my learning, conceit, and poverty; reminding me 
-^ of obligations, and iniifting on my going imme- 

•diately to fervice. With all this I was greatly 

< pleafed, as it aiTured me that Mr. Bennet had faid 

* fbrnethioff to her in my favour; and I would have 
« pnrchafed akind expreffion of his at ahnoft any 

* price, 

* I fhould fcarce, however, have been fo fanguine 

* as to draw this conclnfion, had I not received foroe 
' hints, that I had not unhappily placed my affe£liona 
' on a man who made me no return : for though he 
' had fcarce addreiTed a dozen fentences to me (for, 

* indeed, he had no opportunity) yet his eyes had re* 

* vealed certain iecrets to mine, with which I was not 
^ difpleaftd. 

* 1 remained, however, in a Hate of anxiety near 

* a month; fometimespleafingmyfelf, withthinkin^^ 

* Mr. Bennetts heart was in the fame fituation with 

< my own ; fometimes doubting that my wilhes had 
^ flattered and deceived me; and not in the leaf 

< queilioning that my aunt was my^ rival : for I 

* tnought no woman could be proof againil the charms 
•* that had fubdued me. Indeed, Mrs. Booth, he was 
■• a charming young fellow : I muft — i moft pay this 

* tribute to his memory— O gracious heaven ! why, 
'•* why did I ever (be him ! why was I doomed to fuch 

* mifery !'—Here (he burft into a flood of tears, and 
femahed incapable of ^^ch for £»nettn«; during 
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whichy the gentle Amelia endea?oured aJl ihe coulcl 
to footh her j and gave fuiHcient marks of fymfxathiz- 
rngin the tender affli^ion o\ her friend. 

Mrs. Bennet, ac length, recovered her fpirits, and 
proceeded, as in the next chapter. 

C H A P. V. 

ne Story of Mrs, Ben net continued. 

* T Scarce know^ where I left oiF,- O! I was, 
' X 1 think, telling you, that 1 eHeiemed my aunt as 
' my rival ; and it Is not eafy to conceive a greater 

* degree of deteflation than I had for her; and what 

* may perhaps appear drange, as fhe daily grew more 

* and more'civii to me, my hatred increafed with her 
' civility; for I imputed it all to her triumph over 
' me, and to her having fecured, beyond all appre* 
' heniion, the heart I longed for. 

* How was Ifurprifed, wnen one day, with as mack 

* good humour as ihe was miflrefs of (for her cottn<» 

* tenance was not very pleafing) fhe asked me, how 

* I liked Mr. Bennet? The queftion, you will believe, 

* madam, threw me into great confufion ; which (he 

* plainly perceived, and without waiting for my an. 

* iwer told me, fhe was very well fadsfied ; for that 

* it did not require her difceinment to rerd my 

* thoughts in my couritenance. *' Well,/'child,'* 
iaid (he, <* I have fufpeAed this a great while, and 
•* I believe it will pleafe you to know, that I yefter^ 
•« day made the fame difcovery in your lover." This, 

* I confefs to you, was more than I could well bear, 

* and I begged .her to fay no more to me at that time, 

* on that fubjed.— '• Nay, child,*' anfwcrcd fhe, 
*< I mufl tell you all, or I jfhould not a£l a friendly. 
** part. ^Mr. Bennet, I am convinced, hath apaflxoii 
** for you ; but it is a pailion which I think you fhould 
" not encourage;. For, to be plain with you, I fear 
** he is in love with your. perfon only. Now, this is ^ 
*9 love child, which cannot produce that rational 
<* happinefs which a woman of fenfe ought to exr 
•^ pe6t." — In Ihort, ihe ran on with a great deal of 
' ^uFaboutrauonilha^l^iadi^ and women of fenfe, 
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* and concladed with afTuring ine, that, after the 

* ^Ti€itSt fcrutiny, fhe could not find that Mr. Bennet 
^ had an adequate opinion of my underftanding ^ 

* upon which (he vouchfafed to make me many com* 

* pliments, but mixed with feveral farcafms concern* 

* ing my learning. 

' I hope, madam, however/ faid (he to Amelia, 
' you have not fo bad an opinion of my capacity^ 

* as to imagine me dull eriough to be offended with 

* Mr, Bennet'a fentiments; for which I prefentjyi. 
' knew fo wjdl to account. I was, indeed, charmed 

* with his ingenuity, who had difcov-ered, perhaps, 
^ * the only way of reconciling my aunt to to thofe m* 

^ clinations, which I now aflured my felf he had fov 
« me.' 
■ I was not long left to fupport my hopes by my 

* fagacity./ He foon found an opportunity of declar* 
^ ing his paffion. He did this in fo forcible, though 

* gentle, a manner, with fuch a profuiion of fervency 
' and tendernefs at once, that his love, like a torrent, 

* bore tvery thing before it; and I am almofl afhamed 
-* to own to you, how very foon he prevailed upon m« 
■• to— to — in fliort, to be an honeft woman, and. t« 
■* confefs to him the plain truth. 

* When we were upon a good footing together, 
< he gave me a long relation of what had pafTed at 

* feveral interviews with my aunt, at which I had 

* not been prefent. He faid, he had difcpver^d, that 

* as fhe valued herfelf chiefly on her underflandipgt 
■* fo fhe was extremely jealous of mine, and hated 

* me on account of my learning. That as he had 
-* loved me paffionately from his firft feeing me, and 
^ had thought of nothing, from that time, but of 
^ throwing himfelf at my feet, he faw no way fo open 
^ to propitiate my aunt as that which he had taken, 

* by commending my beauty ; a perfe6tion to which 

* fhe had long refigned all claim, at the expence of 

* my underflanding, in which he lamented my de- 
< ficiency to a degree almofl of ridicule. This he 

* imputed chiefly to my learning; on this occafion 
•* Jie advanced a fentiment which fo jpleafed my aunt, 
^ that (he thought proper to make it her own ; for 
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I heard it afterwards more than once from her owa 
mouth. Learning, he (aid, had the fame efi^dt on 
the mind, that ftrong liquors have on the confHta- 
tion ; both tending to eradicate all our natural fire 
and energy. His flattery had made fuch a dupe of 
my aunt, that (he aflented, without the lead fuf* 
picion of his iincerity, to all Be faid ; fo fure U 
vanity to weaken erory fortrefs of the under- 
ftanding, /and to betray os to every attack of the 
enemy.' 

* You will believe, madam, that I readily forgave 
him all he had faid^ not only from that motive 
which I have mentioned, but as I was afTured he 
had fpoke the reverfe of his real fentiments. I was 
not, nowever, quite fo well pleafed with my aunt, 
who began to treat me as if I was really an ideot* 
Her contempt, I own, a little piqued me ; and I 
could not help often expreffing my refentment, 
when we were alone together, to Mr. Bennet; who 
never failed to gratify me, by making her conceit 
the fubjea of his wit; a talent which he pofieffed 
in the mod extraordinary degree. 

« This proved of very fatal confequence: for one 
day, while we were enjoying my aunt in a very 
thick arbour in the garden, me ftole upon us an- 
obferved, and overheard our whole converfation. 
I wifh, my dear, you underftood Latin, that I might 
repeat yon a fentence, in which the rage of a tigrels^ 
that hath loft her youne, is defcribed. No Engliih 
poet, as I rememoer, kath come np to it ; nor am 
I myfelf equal to the undertaking. She borft in 
npon tts, opett'ttouthed, and after difcharging every 
abufive word almoft, in the only language me an- 
derilood, on poor Mr. Bennet, turned us both out 
of doors ; declaring, (he would fend niy rags after 
me, but would never more permit me tofet my foot 
within her threfhold; 

* Confider, dear madam, to what a wretched con- 
dition we were now reduced. I had not yet received 
the fmall legacy left me by my father; nor wu 
Mr. Bennet mafter of five poands in the whole 
ivorid« 
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* In this fituation, the manl doatedon to dlftrac- 

* tion had bat little difficulty to perfuade roe to a pro- 

* pofaly which, indeed, I thought generous in him to 

* make, as it Teemed to proceed from that tendernefs 
^ .for my reputation to which he afcribed it ; indeed, 
' it could proceed from no motive with which I 

* fhould have beendifpleafed.— In a word^ within two 

* days we were man and wife. 

* Mr. Bennet now declared himfelf the happieil of 

* men ; and, for my part, I fmcerely declare, I envied 
^ no woman upon earth.— How little,alas ! did I thea 

* know, or fufpeft, the price I was to pay for all my 

* joys. A match of real love is, indeed, truly para* 

* dife ; and fuch perfect happinefs feems to be the for- 
*■ bidden fruit to mortals, which we are to lament hav« 

* ing tailed during the reH of onr lives. 

< The firft unca'inefs which attacked us after our 
' marriage was on my aunt's account. It was very 

* difagreeable to live under the nofe of fo nea^a 

< relation, who did not acknowledge us ; but, on 

* the contrary, was ever doing us all the ill turns in 

* her power; and making a^party againil us in the 

* pariih, which is always eafy enough to do amongft 

* the vulgar, againfl perfons who are their fuperiors 

< in rank, and, at the lame time,«their inferrors in 

* fortune. This made Mr. Bennet think of procure 

< ing an exchange, in which intention he was foon 

* after confirmed by the arrival of the reftor. It 

* was the rcdor*s cuftom to fpend three months every 

* year at his living; for whfch purpofe hereferved 

< an apartment in his- parfonage-houfe. which was 

* full large enough for two fuch little families as then 

* occupied it: we, at fir ft promifed ourfclves fome 

* little convenience from his boarding with us ; and 
' Mr* fiennet began to lay afide the thoughts of leav« 

* ing his curacy, at lead for fome time. But thefc 

< golden ideas preCently vanifhed » for,though we both 
^ afed onr a tmolt endeavours to pleafe h m, wefjoa 

* found the impoflibility of fucceeding. He was, 
« indeed, to give you his charader in a word, the 

* mod peevKh of mortals. This temper, notwith* 

* fianding that he was both a good and a pious mane 
Vol. X» P ^^ toa.^-^ 
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' made his company fo infuffierable, that aotfaing 
' could compenfate it. If his breakfaft was not ready 

* to a moment ; if a diih of meat was too moch or 

* too little dc:ne ; in (hort, if any thing failed of ex- 

* adly hitting his ufte» he was fare to be out of ho- 

< moor all that day ; fo that, indeed, he was fcarce 

* ever in a good temper a whole day together : for 
. < fortune feems to take a delight in thwarting this 

< kind of difpoiitiony to which human life, with its 

* many crofles and accidents, is in trath by no means 
« fitted. 

' Mr* Bennet was now» by my defire» as well as 
' his own, determined to quit the parifli ; but when 

* he attempted to ^et an exchange, he found it a 

< matter of more difficulty than he bad apprehend* 

< ed; for the redor's temper was fo well known 
^ among the neighbouring clergy, that none of them 
' could be brought to think of pending three months 

* j#-^year with him. 

* After many fruitlefs enquiries, Mr. Bennet thought 
' bed to remove to London, the great mart of ail 

< affairs eccleiiaftical and civih This projed greatly 
' pleafed him; and he refolved, without more delay, 
' to take his leave of the redor ; which he did in the 
' moft friendly manner poffible, and preached his 
^ farewell fermon; nor was there a dry eye in the 
' churchy except ainong the few whom my aunt, who 
' remained ilill inexorable, had prevailed apon tohate 
*^ us without any canfe. 

' To London we came, and took up oor lodging ^ 

" * tkefirft night at the inn where the ftage coach fee 

' us down ; the next morning my kofband went ont 

' early on his buiinefs, and returned with the good 

' news of having heard of a curac^^ and of having 

* equipped himfelf with a lodging in the neigkbo«r- 
« hood of a worthy peer, who, fatd be, was my fel- 
« low collegiate ; and what is more, 1 have a dire^ioB 
' to a perfon who will advance yonr legacy at Ji Ymf 

* leafonable rate. 

< This laft part&nlar was extremly agreejAIe to 

' me ; for our laft guinea was now broached,; and the 

^ nO^r had lent m^ hfUbaod ten foiinih tto j»ay hia 

4 ^dfthis 
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* debts in tbe COontry : for with all his peevKhnefs 

* he was a good and a eeneroas man, and had indeed 

* fj many valuable qualicie8« that I lamented his tern- 

* per, after I knew him thoroughly, as much on his 
•^ account, as on my own. 

* We now quitted the inn, and went to our lodg- 

* ings, where my hufband having placed me in fa£- 

* ty, as he faid, be went about the bufinefs of the le« 

* gacy, with good afiurance of fuccefs. 

* My hu(band returued elated with his fuccefs, the 
' perfon to whom he applied' having undertaken to 
' advance the legacy, which he fulfilled as (bon as the 

* proper enquiries could be made, and proper ipftru* 
^ ments prepared for that purpofe. , 

* This, however, took up fo much time, that, as 

* ourfund was fo very low, we were reduced to fome 

* diflrefs, and obliged to live extremely penurious; 

* nor would all do, without my taking a mod dif- 

* agreeable way of procuring money, by pawning one 

* oi my gowns. 

* Mr, Bennet was now fettled in a curacy in town, 

* grcady to his fatisfadion | and our affairs fecmed to 
/ have a profperons afpedi, when he came home to me 

* one morning in much apparent diforder, looking as 

* pale as death, and begged me by fome means or 

* other to get him a dram; forthathe was taken with 

* a fudden faintnefs and lownefs of fpirits. 

* Frighted as I was, I immediately ran down Hairs, 

* and procured fome rum of the miftrefsof the houfe; 

* the firft time, indeed, I ever knew him drink any, 

* When he came to himfelf, he begged me not to be 

* alarmed ; for it was no diflemper, but Something 

* that had vexed him> which had caufed his diforder, 

* which he had now perfectly recovered. 

* He then told roe the whole affair. He had hi. 

* therto deferred paying a vifit to the lord whom I 

* mentioned to have been formerly his fellow collegia 
' ate, and was now his neighbour, till he could put; 

* himfelf in decent figging. He had now purchafed 
' a new cafTock, hat, and wig, and went to pay his 
' refpe& to his old acquaintance, wuo had received 

* from him many civilities and affiftat^c^^vcwVa^V^^xxc* 

P 2 * * VCw^ 
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* ing at the univerfity, and had promifed to return 

* Xhtm fourfold hereafter. 

* k was not without fpine difficulty that Mr. Ben- 

* Jiet got into the antechamber* Here he waited, or« 

* as the phrafe is, cooled his heels for above an hour 

* before he faw his lordfhip; nor had he feen him 
f then, but by an accident: for my lord was goios^ 
^ out, when he cafually intercepted him in his pal* 
' fa|;e to his charioL He approached to falute him 
' with fome familiarity, though with fome refped, 
' depending on his former intimacy, when my lord* 
' popping fhort, very gravely told him, he had not 

* the pleafure of knowing him. "How! my lord (faid 
'* he) can you have ibfoon forgot your old acquaint- 
** ance, Tom Bennct?" ** O Mr. Bennet (cries his lord- 
^* (hip» with much referve) is it ydu? You will par- 
*< don my memory« I am glad to fee you, Mr. Ben- 
** net ; but you muft excufe me at prefent : for I am 
V in very great hafte." He then broke from him, and 

* without more ceremony, or any. further invitation^ 

* went dire£lly into his chariot. . 

* This cold reception from a perfon for whon^ my 

* hu/band had a real friendOiip, and fr^m whom he 
' had great reafon to expedl a very warm return of 

* affedion, fo affeded the poor man, that it caufed 
' all thofe fymptom'^ which I have mentioned before« 

< Though this incident produced no material con- 

< fequence, I. could not pafs it over in filence, as, of 

* all the misfortunes which ever befel him, it afFeded 

* my hufband the moft. I need not, however, to a 

* woman of your delicacy, make any comments on a 

< behaviour, which, though I believe it is very com- 
' mon,is neverthelefs cruel and bafe beyond defcrip- 

< tion ; and is diametrically oppofite to true honour, 

* as well as to goodnefs. 

* To relieve the uaeafinefs which my hufband felt 
/ on account of his falfe friend, I prevailed with him 

* to go everv night, almoft for a fortnight together, 

< to the play; a diverfion of which he was greatly 
' fond, and from which' he did not think his being a 

* clergyman excluded him: indeed, it js very well if 
' Xhok aaftere |^er{oti« W^o^^t^vAd be inclined to ipen- 
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* fure him on this head have themfelves no greater 

* fins to anfwer for. 

* From this ttntie, daring three months^, we paiTed 

* our time very agreeably, a little too agreeably per** 

* h^ps foroar circumilances: for« however innocent 

* diverfionsmay beinother refpedls, they mud beowned 

* to beexpeniive. When youconfider then, madam, 
' that our income from the curacy was lefs than forty 

* pounds a year, and, that after payment of the debt to 
« the redlor, and another to my aunt, with the cofl» 

* in law which ihe had occafioned l^y fuing for it^ 

* my legacy was reduced to lefs than feveoty pounds, 

* you will not wonder that in diverfions, clothes, and 

* the common expences of life, we had almoft con« 
« fqmed our whole dock* 

^ Theiiiconfiderate manner in which we had lived fop 

* fome time, will, I doubt not, appear to you to wauc ^ 
. • fome excufe; but I have none to make for it. Two 

* things, however, now happened which occafioned 

* much ferious refledion to Mr. Beonet; the one wai» 
' that I grew near my time; the other, that he now\ 

* received a letter from Oxford, demanding the debt 

* of forty pounds, which 1 mentioned to yeu before** 

* The former of thefe he made a pretence of obtain- 

* ing a delay for the payment of the latter, promifing 

* in two months to pay oS half the debt, by whica 

* iheans he obtained a forbearance during that time. 

' I was now delivered of a fon, a matter which 
< fiiould in reality have encreafed our concern ; but 
1 on the contrary it gave us great pleafure; greater 
^ indeed conld not have been conceived at the birth of 

* an heir to the moft plentiful efiate. So entirely 

* thoughtlefs were we, and fo little forecafi had we 
« of thofe many evils and difirefTes to which we had 

* rendered a human creature, and one fo dear to us, 
« liable. The day of a chrifiening is in all families, 

* I believe, a day of jubilee and rejoicing; and yet, 
«. if we confider the intereft of that little wretch who* 

> is the occafiony how very little reafon would the ' 
^ moft fanguine perfons have for their joy. 

y But, though oar eyes were too weak to look for-* 
^ ward for IheYake of our child, we could not be 
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* blinded to thofe dangers that immediately threatened 

* ourfelves. IV r« Bennett at the expiration of the two 

* months, received a fecond letter from Oxfi&rd^» rn a 
' very peremptory ftile, and threatening a foft with- 

* out any farther delay. This alarmed us in the 

* ilrongeR manner; and my hulband, to fecure his 
' liberty, was advifed for awhile to ihelter himiielfin 

* the verge of the court. 

* And now, madam, I am entering oh that fcene 

* which dirc^ly leads to all my mifcry..'— Here 
Ihe (lopped, and wiped her eyes— and then berging 
Amelia to excufe her for a few minutes, ran hSftily 
out of ihe room, leaving Amelia by hcrfelf, while ihe 
refrefhed her fpirits with a cordial to enable her to re* 
late wliat follows in the next chapter .^ 

'C HAP. VI. 
Further continuation^ 

MRS Bennet returning into the room, made i 
fhort apology for her abfence, and then pro- 
ceeded in thefe words.: 

* We now left our lodging, and took afecond floor 

* in that very houfe where Vou now are; to which we 

* were recommended by the woman where we had 
« before lodged : for the miftreffes of both houfes were 

* acquainted; and, indeed, we had been all at the 

* play together. To this new lodging; then (foch 

* was our wretched deftiny) we immediately repair- 

* cd, and were received by Mrs. Ellifon (how can I 

* bear the found of that detefted name I) with much 

* civility; ihe took care, however^ during the firft 

* fortnight of our refidencc, to wait upon us every 

* Monday morning for her rent: fuch being, it ieems, 
'* thecuilom oftltis place, which, as it was inhabited 

* chiefiy by perfons in debt, is not the region of ere* 

* dit. 

•' • My huiband, by the iingolar goodnefs of the 

* reQor, who greatly compaflionated his cafe, was 

* enabled to continue his curacy, though he coold 
« on}y do the duty on ^ndays. He was, however^ 

fomttimcs obliged to. fum&^ ^ ^fot^ v^oficimtc at 



Chap 6^ AM«BLIA, 319 

* his cxpcncc; fo that our income was very fcanty, 
and the poor little remainder of the legacy being 
almofl fpent, we were reduced to Tome difficalties^ 
and what was worfe, (aw dill a profpedt of greater 
before our eyes. 

* Under theic circumftances, how agreeable to poor 

* Mr. Eennet muft have been the behaviour of Mrs. 

* EUifon, who* when he carried her her reut on the 
' ufaal day, told him, with a benevolent fmile, that 

* he needed not to giye himfeif the trouble of fnch 

* exa£t pundluality. She added> that, if it was at 

* any time inconvenient to him, he might pay her 

* when he pleafed. To fay the truth, fays &c, I 

* never was fo much pleafed with any lodgers in my 

* life. — lam convinced, Mr. Ben net, you are a very 

* worthy man, and you are a very happy one too; 

* for you have the prettiefl wife, and the pretiieft child 

* I ever faw. — Thefc, dear madam, were the words fhe 

* was pleafed to make afeof ; and I am fure fhe behaved 
' to me with fuch an appearance of friendfhip and af* 

* fe6lion, that, as I could not perceive any poffibte 
' views of intereft which fhe could have in her pro- 

* fefSohs, I eafily believed them real. 

• There lodged in the fame houfe — O Mrs. Booth ! 
' the blood runs cold to my heart, and fhould run 

* cold to 7oar*8, when I name him:— There lodged 

* in the fame houfe a lord — The lord, indeed, whom I 

* have (ipce feen in your company. This lord, Mrs. 
' Ellifon told me, had taken a great fancy to my lit- 

* tie Charly : fool that I was, and blinded by my own 

* paffion, which made me conceive that an infant^ not 
' three months old, could be really the objedt of af- 
' feflion to any beiides a parent ; and more efpecially 

* to a gay young fellow! but if, 1 was filly in being 

* deceived, how wicked was the wretch who deceived 

* me; who ufcd fuch art, and employed fuch pains — 
' foch incredible pains, to deceive me? He afted the 

* part of a nurfe 10 my little infant; he danced it, 
' he lulled it, he kiffed it; declared it was the very 

* picture of a nephew of his, his favourite fitter s 

* child ; and faid fo many kind and fond things of 

* its beauty, that I myfelf» \Vvo^^\i> 1 Vv^\^h^^^'^^^^ 

Pa - '^ 
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* the tendered and fondeft of mothersy fcarce carried 

* my own ideas of my little darling's perfe^on be* 

* yond ihe compliments which he paid it. 

' My ]ord» however, perhaps from modefty before 

* my face, fell hr (hort of what Mrs. EIHfon reported 

* from him. And now, when (he found the impreffion 
' which was made on me by thefe means, (he took every 

* opportunity of infinaating to me his Iqrdfhip's many 

* virtues, his great goodnefs to his lifter's children in . 

* particular; nor did fhe fail to drop fbme hints, 

* Avhich gave me the mod fimple and groundleft 

* hopes of drange confequences from his ^ndnefs to 

* my Charly. 

• When by thefe means, which, fimple as they may 

* appear, were, perhaps; the moft artful, my lord had 

* gained fomething more, I think, than my eftcem, 
' he took the fureft method to confirm him(e1f in my 

* affedion. This was, by profeiling the bigheft friend-* 

* ihip for my hufband: for, as to mvfelf, I do afTure 

* you, he never fhowed me more than common re- 

* fped ; and I hope you will believe I fliould have 

* immediately Rartled and flown off if he had. Poorl 
' accounted for all the friendfliip which he expreffed 
' for my hulband, and all the fondnefs which he (how- 

* ed to my boy, from the great prettinefs of the one» 

* and the great merit of the other; foolifhly conceiv- 

* ing that others faw with my eyes, and felt with my 

* heart. Little did 1 dream, that my own unfortunate 
« perfon was the fountain of all this lord*8 goodnefs, 
« and was the intended price of it. 

' One evening, as 1 was drinking tea with Mrs« 
« Ellifon by my lord's fire (a liberty which (he never 

* fcruplcd taking when he was gone out) my little 
' Charly, now about half a year old, fitting inher 
' lap ; my lord, accidentally no doubt, indeed, 1 then 

* thought it fo, came in. I was confounded, and 

* offered to go; but my lord declared, if hedifturbed 

* Mrs. £liifon*s company, as hephrafed it, hewonld 

* himfelf leave the room. When I was thus prevail- 

* ed on to keep my feat, iny lord immediately took 

* my little baby into his lap, and gave it fome tea 
f ihcre, not a little at tVve ex^tiOL^t ofViv^ wewVitoidery j 
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* for he was very richly drelTed: indeed, he was a^ fine 
' a figure as, perhaps^ ever was feen. His behaviour 

* on this occafioD gave me many ideas in his favour. £ 

* thought he difcovered good fenfc, good-nature,. 

* condefcenfion, and other good qualities, by the 

* the fondnefs he ihowed to my child, and the con- 
' tempt he feemed to txi^rth for his finery, which fo» 
' greatly became him: fori cannot deny, but that ha 
^ was the handfomeft and genteeleil perfon in the 

.' world; though fuch confiderations advanced him- 

* not a ^ep in my favour. 

' Myhofband now returned from church (forthis- 
. * happened on a Sunday) and was, by my lord's particu-- 
** lar defire, ufhered into the room. My lord received 

* him with the utmoft politenefs,and with many profef- 
' fionsofefteem; which, hefaid, he had conceived! 

* from Mrs. Ellifon's reprefentations of his mciit.- 
' He then proceeded to mention the living which' 

* was detained from my hufband, of which Mrs. £!• 

* lifon had likewife informed him; and faid, he 
■* thought it would be no difHcult matter to obtain a 
' reftoratibn of it by the authority of the bifhop, who* 
' was his particular friend, and to whom he would* 

* take an immediate opportunity of mentioning it- 

* This, atlaft, hedetermmed to do the very next day.;. 

* when he invited us both to dinner, where wewefc^ 

* to be acquainted with hislordfhip'sfuccefs. 

' My lord, now infilled on my hufband's fta^ing^; 

* fupper with him, without taking any notice of me;. 

* but Mrs. Ellifon declared he fhonld not part man* 

* and wife; and thatfhe herfelf would day with me.. 

* The motion was too agreeable to me to be rejedl— 

* ed ; and, except the little time I retired to put my 

* child to bed, wefpent together the mod agreeable 

, ' evening imaginable ; nor was it, I believe, eafy to > 
' decide, whether Mf. Bennet or fnyfelf were moH 

* delighted with. his lordfhip and Mrs. Elliibn; but 

* this I afTureyou, thegenerofity of theone, and the* 

* extreme civility and kindnefs of the other, . were the 
' fubjeds of our converfation all the enfuing night,. 
*' during which we neither of us clofed our eyes. 

F 5 • Th^ 
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* The next day at dinner, my lord acquainted us« 

* that he had prevailed with the biihop to write to 

* the clergyman in the country ; indeed, he told us, 

* that he had engaged the bifhop to be very warm in , 
' our intereft, and had not the lead doabt of faceefs. 

* This threw us both into a flow of fpirits ; and in the 

* afternoon, Mr. fiennet, at Mrs» EUifun's requeft, 
' whixrh was Recorded by his lordfhip, rdated the 

* hiftory of our lives, from our firft acquaintance. 

* My lord fecrmed much affcdted with fome tender 

* fcenes, which, as no man could better feel, fonone 

* could better defcribe than my hufb^nd. When he 

* had finiihed, my lord begged pardon for mention- 

* ing an occurrence which gave him fuch a particular 
' concern, as it had diflurbed that delicious date of 
' happinef^ in which we had lived at our former 

* lodging. ** It would be ungenerous," faid he, 
•* to rejoice at an accident, which, though it brought 
•« me fortanately acquainted with two of the rooft 
*• agreeable people in the world, waa yet at the ex- 
" pence of your mutual felicity. The circumflance I 
** mean, is your debt at Oxford ; prajr how doth that 
** Hand ? I am refol ved it fhall never dtftiurl) your hap. 
•« pi nefs hereafter." — At thcfe words, the tears bur(l 
' from my poor hulband's eyes ; and in an ecfiacy of 

* gratitude, hccried out — **yourlordftiip overcomes 
** me with gcnerofity. If you go on in this manner,. 
•* both my wife's gratitude and mine mnft be bank* 
" rupt." — He then acquainted my lord with the cxad 

* fta'teof the cafe, and received aifurances from him, 

* that the debt fhould never trouble him. My hulband 

* was again br^ aking out into the warmeft expreffion» 
' ofgratitude 5 hot my lord flopped him fhort, faying, 

* if you have any obligation, it is to my little Charly 
« here, from whofe little innocent fchiles 1 have receiv- 

* ed more than the value of this trifling debt in plea. 
« fure. I forgot tt> tell you, that when I offered to leave 

* the room after dinner, upon my child's account, my 
« lord would not fuff'er me ; but ordered the child to 

* be brought to me. He now took it out of my arms, 

* placed it upon his own knee, and fed it with fome 
< fruit fiom the deiSert* In fhort, it would be more 

* tsdiout 
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* tedious to you than to myfelf, to relate the thoufand 

* lirtle tenderneiles he ihowed to the child. He gave 

* it many baubles; among the reft was a coral, worth at 
' lealt three pounds ; and when my hufband was con« 
' £ned near a fortnight to his chamber with a cold« 
' he viiited. the child every day (for to this infantas 

* account were all his vifits placed) and feldom faiU 
' ed of accompanying his viiit with a prefeot to the 

* little thing. ^ . 

* Here». Mrs. Booth, I cannot help mentioning a 
' doubt which hath often arifen in my mind, fince t 

* h^ve been enough mif^refs of myfelf to reflect on 
' this horrid train which was laid to blow up my in- 
' nocence. Wicked and barbarous it ^as to the 
' higheil degree, withontany queilion; but my doubt 

* is, whether the art or folly of it be the more con- 
' fpicuous: for, however delicate and refined the art 

* mud be allowed to have been, the folly, I think, 

* muft, upon a fair examinatiop, appear no lefs 
,' aftoniihing ; for, to lay all confiderations of cruelty 

* and crime out of the cafe, what a foolilh bargain 

* doth the man make for himielf, who porchafes fo 

* poor a pleafure at fo high a price ! 

' We had lived near three weeks with as mnch free* 

* dom as if we had been all of the fame family, when 

* one afternoon my lord propofed to my hufband to 

* ride down himfelf to foJicit the funreader; for he 

* faid the b.(hop had received an unfatisfaAory anfwer 
< from ihe paifon, and had written a fecond letter more 

* preilings which his lord(hip now promifedj^ to 

* ftrengthen by one of his own that my huiband wa» 

* to carry with him, Mr. Bennet agreed to this pro- 

* pofal with great thankfulnefs ; and the next day 
' was appointed for his journey. The diftance was 

* near feventy miJes. 

* My hufband fet ourt on his journey; and he had 

* fqarcc left me before Mrs. Ellifon came into tny 

* room, and endeavoured to comfort me in his ab- 
' fence ; to fay the truth, though he was to be fiom 

' me but a few days, and the purpoieof his going was . 

* to fix oar happinefs on a found foundation for all our 

P 6 * future 
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* future days, I could fcarce fupport my fpirits under ^ 

* this firft reparation. But though] then thought Mrs. 

* Ellifon's intentions to be moil kind and friendly, 

* yet the means (he afed were utterly ineffedtaal, aod 
' appeared to me injudicious. Inilead of foothing my 
' aneafinefs, which is always the firft phyfic to be 
« given to grief^ Ihe rallied me upon it, and began to 

* talk in a very unufual ilile of gaiety,, in which ihe 

* treated conjugal love with much ridicule* 

* I gave her to underftand, that (he difpleafed me 
' by this difcoarfe ; but (he foon found means to give 

* fuch a turn to it, as made a merit of all (he had raid. 

* And now, when (he had worked me into a good hu- 

* mour, (he made a propofal to me, which I at firft 
« rejected; but at laft fatally— too fatally faffered 

* myfelf to be over perfuaded. This was, to go to a 
' ma(buerade at Ranelagh, for which my lox'd had 
« furni(hed her with tickets. 

At thefe wot'ds Amelia turned pale as death, and 
haflily begged her friend to give hera glafs of water, 
fonie air, or any thing. Mrs. Bennet having thrown 
open the window, and procared the water, which prcm 
vented Amelia from fainting, looked at hei* with much 
tendernefs, and cried, ' J do not wonder^ my dear ma- 

* dam, that yoa are aifeded with my mentioning that 
' fatal mafijaerade ; fince I ^miy believe the fame 
' ruin was intended for yoa at the fame place. The 
' apprehen(ion of which occafioned the letter I fent 

* you this morning, and all the trial of yonr patience 
« which 1 have made (ince.' 

^Amelia gave her a tender embrace, with many ex- 
preifionsof the warmeft gratitude; aflnred her (he 
had pretty well recovered ner fpirits, and begged her 
to continue her fiory ; which Mrs. Bennet then did. 
However, as our readers may likewife be glad to re- 
cover their fpirits dl(o, we (hall here put an end to 
this chapter. 
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CHAP. vir. 

Tht ftory further continued. 

MRS. Bennet proceeded thas : 
' I was at length prevailed on to accompany 
Mrs. EUifon to the mafaaerade.. Here, I moft con- 
fefs, thepleafantnefs of the place, the variety t>f the 
drefles, and the novelty of the thing gave me mnch 
delight, and raifed my fancy to the higheft pitch» 
As f was entirely void of all fufpiciony my mind 
threw off all referve, and pleafure only filled my 
thoughts. Innocence, it is true, poflefled my hearty 
bat it was innocence uneuarded, intoxicated with 
fooli(h defires, and liable to every temptation. 
During the firft two hours we had many trifling ad« 
ventures not worth remembering. At length ray 
lord joined os, and continued with me all the even- 
ing ; and we danced feveral dances together* 
* I need not, I believe, tell you, madam, how en* 
gaging his converfation is. 1 wifh I could with truth 
fay, fwas not pleafedwith it; or, at lead, that I 
had a right to be pleafed with it. But I will dif* 
guife nothing from you: I now began to difcover 
that he had fome affedion for me ; but he had aU 
ready too firm a footing in my efteem to make the 
difcovery (hocking. I will-^I will own the truth ; 
I was delighted with perceiving a paflion in him, 
which I was not nnwilling to think he had had from 
the beginning, and to derive his having concealed it 
fo long from his awe of my virtue, and his re{pe£t 
to my underftanding. I aiTure you, madam, at the 
fame time, my intentions were, never to exceed the 
bounds of innocence. I was charmed with the de« 
licacy of his j^aflion; and, in the fooliih, thought- 
lefs turn of mind in which I then was, I fancied I 
might give fome very diflant encouragement to fuch 
a pafiion in fuch a man, with the utmoftfafety; 
that I .might indulge my vanity and intereH ac 
once, without beingguilty of theleaft injury, 
* I know Mrs. Booth will condemn all thefethoughts, 
and I condemn them no lefs my felf; for it is now. 
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mydedfait opinion, that the woman who gives ap 
the leaft outwork of hir viitue, doth, in that very 
moment, betray the citadel. 

* About two o'clock we returned home, and found 
a very handfome collation provided for us. ' I wai 
afked to partake of it j and 1 did not, I could not, 
rcfufe. 1 was not, however, entirely void of all 
fnfpicion, atid I made many refolutions; one of 
which was, not to drink a drop more than my afual 
ftint. Tr.is was, at the atmofl, little more than half 
a pint of fmall punch. 

* I adhered ftridtly to my qnin ity ; but in the 
quality, I am convinced I was deceived : for, be« 
fore I leit the room, I found my head giddy. What 
the villain gave me, I know not; but, befides being 
intoxicated, 1 perceived effects from it which are 
not to be defcribed. 

* Here, madam, I muft draw a curtain over the re. 
fidue of that fatal night. Let it fuffice, that it in- 
volved me in the moft dreadful ruin — a ruin, to 
which, I can truly fay, I never corifented ; and of 
which I was fcarce confcious when the villainous 
man avowed it to my face in the morning. 

« Thus I have deduced my ftory to the mbft horrid 
period ; happy had I been, had this been the period 
of my life; out I was referved for greater miferiest 
but, before lentier on them, I will mention fomething 
very remarkable, with which Iwas nowacqu<iintea 
and that will fliow there was nothing of accident 
which had befallen me; but that all was the effe^ 
of a long, regular, premeditated defign. 

* You may remember, madam, I told you that we 
were recommended to Mrs. EUifon by the woman . 
at whofe houfe we had before lodged* Tbiswoman» 
it feems, was one of inyJord*s pimps, and had be^ 
fore introduced roe to his lordfhip's notice. 

* You are to know then, madam, that this villain, 
this lord, nowconfefled to me, that he had firft fcen 
me in the gallery at the oratorio ; whither J had gone 
with tickets, with which the woman where I firfi 
lodged had prefented me, and which were, it 
Ccems, purchafed bj my lotd« Here I ^tR. met the 



Cbap. 7* AMELIA. 327 

* vile betrayer, who was difgaifed in a rug-coat, aAd 
« a patch his face.* 

At chefe words, Ameliacried, Ogracioas Heavens! 
and fell back in her chair. Mrs. Bennet, with pro- 
per applications, brought her back to life; and thei^ 
Amelia acquainted her, that (he herfelf had hrUt feea 
the fame perfon, in the fame place, and in the fame 
difjguif^. * 01 Mrs. fiennet,' cried (he, * how am I 
.* indebted to you! What words, what thanks, what 

* adions can demondrate the gratitude of my (enti- , 

* mentsl 1 look upon you, and always (hall iook up. 
' on you, as my preferver from the brink of apreci- 

* pice ; from which I was falling into the fame rain> 

* which you have fo generoufly, fo kindly, and £b 

* nobly difdofed for my fake.' 

Here the two ladies compared notes ; and it ap* 
peared that his lordfhip's behaviour at the oratorio 
had been alike to both : that he had made ufc of the 
very fame words, the very fame adtions, to Amelia, 
which he had pradtifed over before on poor unfor- 
tunate Mrs. fiennet. It may, perhaps, be thought 
ilrange, that neither of them could afterwards recoU 
led him: but ib it was* And, indeed, if weconfider 
the force of difguife^ the very ihort time that either 
of them was with him at their firft iiiterview, and the 
very little curiofity that muft have been fuppofed in 
the minds of the ladies, together with theamufement 
in which they were then engaged, all wonder will, 
I apprehend, ceafe. Amelia, however, n6w declared, 
(he remembered his voice and features per fetlly well ; 
and was thoroughly fatisRed he was the fame perfon. 
She then accounted for his not having vi(itedin the af« 
ternoon, according to his prbmife, from her declared 
lefolutions to Mrs. £tiifon not to fee him. She now 
burft forth into fome very fatiricai inve£tives againil 
f hat lady, and declared flie had the art^ as well as the 
wickedness, of the devil himfelf. 

Many congratulations nowp'afled from Mrs. Benhet 
to Amelia, which were returned with the mod heariy 
acknowledgements from that lady. Bat, tnftead of 
ilUngonr paper with thofcj we (hallpurfue Mrs. Ben« 

nei't 
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net's ftoiy; which ihe refamed/ as we fhall find, in 
the next chapter. 



N 



CHAP, vin; 

Further continuation. 

O fooner,* faid Mrs. Bennet» continning hev 
__ ^OTfr* was my lord departed, than Mrs. Elli* 
Ton came to me. She behaved in fuch a manner, 
when (he became acquainted with what bad paiTed^ 
that, though I was at firil Tatisfied of her goilt, flie 
began to ilagger my opinioa; and, at lenetb» pre* 
vailed apon me entirely to acquit her. She raved 
like a madwoman againft my lord, fwore he ihould 
not ftay a moment in her houfe, and that fhe would 
never ipeak to him more. In fhort, had fhe been 
the moil innocent woman in the world, fhe could 
not have fpoke, nor adled any otherwife ; nor could 
fhe have vented more wrath and> indignation againfl 
the betrayer. 

* That part of her denunciation of vengeance which 
concerned my lord's leaving the houfe, fhe vowed 
fhottldbe executed immediately; but then, feeming 
to recoiled herfelf, fhe faid, << Confider, my dear 

childy it is for your fake alone Lfpeak; will not 
fuch a proceeding^give fome fufpicion to your huf<- 
band V* I anfwered,.thatl valued not that ; that I 
was refolved to inform my hufband of all» the mo- 
mentlfaw him ; with many expreflions of deteflation 
of myfelf, and an indifference for lifier, and for 
every thing clfe.. 

^ Mrs. Ellifon, ho wever>. found means to footh me, 
and to fatisfy me with my own innocence; a point, 
in which, I believe we are all eafily convinced . In 
fhort, I was^perfuaded to acquit both myfelf and^her, 
to laythewnole guil^upon my lord, and torefolve 
to conceal it from my hufband. 

* That whole day I confined myfelf to my chamber, 
and faw no perfon but Mrs. Ellifon. I was, indeed^ 
afhamed to look any one in the face. Happily {at 
me, my lord went into the country, without attempts 

* ing 
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* ing to come near me; for I believe his fight would 

* have driven me to madnefs. 

* The next day, I told Mrs. Ellifon, that I was re- 

* folved to leave her lodgings the moment my lord 

* came to town ; not on her acount (for I really in- 

* clined to think her innocent ;) but , on my lord's,. 

* whofe face I was refolved, if poflible, never more to 

* behold. She told me, i had noreafon to quit her 

* houfe on that fcore; for that my lord him felf had 

* left her lodging? that morning in refentment, flic 
' believed, of the abufes which £e bad caflon him the 

* day before. 

' This confirmed me in the opinion of her inno- 
' cence; nor hath fhe from that day to this, till my 
' acquaintance with you, madam, done any thing to 

* forfeit my opinion. On the contrary, 1 owe her 
^ many good offices ; amongft the reft, I have an aa« 

* nuity of one hundred and fifty pounds a year from 

* my lord, which I know was owing to her foilicita- 

* tions : for fhe is not void of generofity or good-na- 

* ture; though, by what I have lately feen,Iamcon- 

* vinced (he was the caufe of my ruin, and hath en- 
« deavoured to lay the fame fnares for you. 

• Bur, to return to my melancholy ftory. My huf- 
^ band returned at the appointed time; and I met 

* him with an agitation of mind not to be defcribed» 

* Perhaps the fatigue which he had undergone in his 
' journey, and his difTatisfadlion at bis ill fuccefs, 

* prevented his taking notice of what I feared was too 

* vifible. AH his hopes were entirely frullrated; the 
' clergyman had not received the bifhop's letter ; and» 

* as to my lord's, he treated it with derifion and con« 

* tempt. Tired as he was, Mr. Bennet woald not fit 

* down till he had enquired for my lord, intending 

* to go and pay his compliments. Poor man! he lit* 

* tie fufpe£ted that he had deceived him, as I have 

* iince known, concerning the bi(hop ; much lefs did 

* he fufped any other injury. But the lord— the vil« 
^ lain — was gone out of town, fo that he was forced to 
' poftpone all his gratitude. 

' Mr. Bennet returned to town late on the Saturday 
' night, neverthelcfs he petforaied hit inx^ atchsxtcK 
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* the next day ; but 1 refufed to go with him. This, 

* I think, was the firft refufal I was guilty of iince our 
' marriage ; but I was become {o miferable, that his 
■ prefence, which had been thefource of all my hap- 

* pinefs, was become my bane. I will not fay I hated 
' to fee him ; but I can fay I was a(hamed, indeed 
' afraid, to look him in the face* I was confcious of I 

* knew notwhat.-—-*— Guilt, I hope, it cannot be 
« called.' 

* I hooe not, nay, I think not,' cries Amelia. 

* My hufband,* continued Mrs. Bennet, 'perceived 
' my diffatisfadtion, andimputed ittobis ill fuccefsin 
' the country^ I was pleafed with this felf-delufipn ; 

* and yet, when I fairly Compute the agonies I fuf- 

* fercd at his endeavours to comfort me on that head, 
' I paid moll feverely'for it. Oy my dear Mrs. Booths 
' happy is the deceived party between true lovers, and 
' wretched indeed is the author of the deceit. 

* In this wretched condition I pafled a whole week, 

* the moft miferable, I think, of my whole life, cn- 

* deavouring to humour my hufband's delufion, and 
' to conceal my own tortares ; but I had reafon to fear 

* I could not fucceed long ; for on the Saturday night 

* I perceived a vifihle alteration in hi$ behaviour to 

* me. He went to bed in an apparent ill-humour, 

* turned fullenly from me ; and, if I offered at any en- 

* dearments, he gave me only peevifh anfwers. 

* After a reftlcfs turbulent night, he rofe tarly on 

* Sunday morning, and walked down flairs. I ex« 
' pedled his return to breakfaft, but was foon informed 

* by the maid that he was gone forth, and that it was 

* no more than feven o'clock. All this, you.may be- 

* lieve, madam, alarmed me. I faw plainly he had 
^ difcovered the fatal fecret, though by what means I 

* could not divine. The ftate of my mind was very 

* little fhort of madnefs. Sometimes I thought of 
' running away from my injured hu(band, and fome- 

* times of putting an end to my life. 

* In the midft otfuch perturbations, I fpent the day. 

* My hufband returned in the evening.— O Hca- 
' vens ! can I defcribe what followed ? It is im- 
^ poSiblc. I Jhall fink un4w v\l^ ttX^wv. ^\A.^ 
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* entered iheroom, with a face as white as a iheet, 

* his lips trembling, and his eyes red as coals of fire, 
' and ftarting as it were from his head.— '< Molly.'* 

* cries he, th|;owing himfelf into his chair, ** are yoa 

" well?" Good Heavens,* fays I, •what's the 

« matter ?— -Indeed, I cannot fay I am well.'—" No I" 

* fays he— ^ftarting from his chair, ** falfc monfter, 
** you have betrayed me, deftroyed me, 700 have 
'• ruined your hufband." Then, looking like a fury» 

* he fnaitched off a larse book from the table, and with 

* the malice of a madman threw it at my head, and 
' knocked me down backwards. He then caught me 

* up in his arms, and kilTed me with the moft extra- 

* vagant tendernefs; then looking me ftedfaftly in the 

* face for feveral moments, the tears gu filed in a tor- 
' rent from his eyes, and with his utmoft violence he 

* threw me again on the floor.— Kicked me, ftamped 

* apon me. I believe, indeed, his intent was to kill me^ 
' and I believe he thought he had accompliflied it. 

' I lay on the ground for fome minutes, I believe, 
^ deprived of iny fenfes. When Trecovered myfelf, I 
^ found my humaod lying by my fide on his face, and 

* the blood running from him. It feems, when he 

* thought he had difpatched me, he ran his head with 
' * all his force againft a cheft of drawers which fiood 

* in the room, and gave himfelf a dreadful wound in 

< his head. 

* I can truly fay, I felt not the leaft refentment for 

< the ufagQ I had received : I thought I deferved it 

* all ; though, indeed, i little guefled what he had 
^ fufiFered from me. I now ufed the moft earneft en* 

* treaties to him to compofe himfelf; and endea'^ 

* voured with my feeble arms to raife him from the 
^ ground. At length, he b#oke from me, and fprin|r« 
' ing from the ground, flung himfelf into a cbur, 
' when looking wtldly at me, he cried—*' Go from 
** me, Molly. I befeech yon leave me, I would not 
** kill you."— He then difcovered to me— -O, Mrs, 

* Booth, can you not guefs it ?— I was indeed polluted 

* by the villain — 1 bad infeded my hufliand— O Hea- 
*. vens ! why do I live to relate any thing fo horrid <-« 
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* I will not, I cannot yet furvive it. I cannot fprgiYe 

• myfelf. . s Heaven cannot forgive me.*— 

Here fhe became inarticulate with the violence of 
her grief, and fell prefently into fncb agonies, that 
the frighted Amelia began to call aloud for fome af- 
fillance. Upon this, a raaid-fervant came up, who, 
feeing hermidreia in a violent con vnlfion fit, prefent- 
ly fcreamed out (he was dead. Upon which one of 
the other. fex made his appearance;; and who fhonld 
this be but the honeft ferjeant? whofe countenance 
ibon made it evident/ that though a foldier, and a 
brave one too, he was not the leaft concerned of all 
the company on this occafion. 

The reader, if he hath been acquainted with fcenet 
ef this kind, vety well knowa that Mfs. Bennet, in 
the uftta[ time, returned again to the poiTeffioa of her 
voice; the firftuie of which fiie made, was coexpre(s 
her aftoniihment at the prefenc^ of the ferjeant, and> 
with a frantic air, to enquire who he was. 

The maid concluding that her miftrefs was not yet 
returned to her fenfes, anfwered, * Why *tis my maf- 

* ter, niadam. Heaven preferve your fenfes, madam 
« — Lord, fir, my mifLreiis maft be very bad not to 

• know you/ 

What Atkinfon thought at this inftant, I will not 
iay ; but certain it is, . he looked not over wife. He 
attempted twice to take hold of Mrs. Bennet*s hand, 
but (he withdrew it haftily, alnd prefently after, rifing 
up from her chair, fhe declared herfe.lf pretty well a- 

fain, andsdefired Atkinfon and the maid to withdraw; 
oth of whom prefently obeyed ; the ferjeant appear- 
ing by his countenance to want comfort almofl aJs 
mvLch as the lady did to whofe afiiilance he had been 
fummoned. 

It is a good maxim tottrnd a perfon entirely or not 
at all: forafecretis often innocently blabbed odt by 
thofe who know but half of it. Certain it is that the 
siaid's fpeech communicated a fufpicion to the mind of 
Amelia, which the behaviour of the ferjeant did not 
tend to remove ; what that is, the fagacious readers 
may likewife probably fugged ta themfelves ; if not^ 

they 
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they nuift wait oar time for difclofing it. We ihall 
BOW refutne the hiftory of Mrs. Bennct, who, after 
spany apologies, proceeded to the matters in the next 
chapter. 

CHAP. IX. 
Thi nnelufion tfMrs. Beiinet'/ btfi§rf* 

WHEN I became fenfible.' cries Mrs. Ben- 
nety ' of the injury I had done my hufband» 
I threw myfelf at his feet, and embracing his knees, 
while I bathed them with my tears, I begged a pa- 
tient hearing, declaring, if he was not fatisfied 
with what I (houid fay, I would become a willing 
vidlim of his refentment, I faid, and I faid truly, 
that if I owed my death thatinftant to his hands, I 
fhould have no other terror, but of the fatal tonfe* 
quence which it might produce tohimfelf. 
V He feemed a little pacified, and bid me fay what« 
ever I pleafed. 

* I then gave him a faithful relation of all that had 
happened. He heard me with great attention, and, 
at the conclufion, cried, mth a deep iigh— ** O 

Molly, I believe it all.— -You mud have been be- 
trayed as you tell me ; you could not be guilty of 
fuch bafenefs, fuch cruelty, fuch ingratitude.''^— 
He then— O it is impoflible to defcribe his beha- 
viour ^he exprefTed fuch kindnefs, fuch tendernefs, 
fuch concern, for the manner in which he had ufed 
me— —I cannot dwell on this fcene I (hall rc- 
lapfe— -You muftexcufe me.* 
Amelia begged her to omit any thing which fo af« 
feded her; and Ihe proceeded thus : 

* My hulband, who was more convinced than I was 
' of Mrs. EUifon's guilt, declared he would not fleep 
' that night ia her houfe. . He then wrnt out to fee, 

* for a lodging; he gave me all the money he had, 

* and left me to pay her bill, and put up the clothes, 

* telling me, if 1 had not money enough, I might 

* leave the clothes as a pledge : but he vowed he could 
' not anfwer for himfelif, if h^ faw the face of Mra. 

* Ellifon. 
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< Words cin icarce exprcfs the behaviour of that 

' artful woman, it was (b kind and fo generoos. She 

* faid ihe did Aot blame my hufband's refentment^ 
^ nor could fhe expedl any other, but that he and all 

* the world (hould cenfure her^That fhe hated her 

* houfealmoft as much we did, and detefled her 

* coufin, if pofiible more. In fine, (he faid» that [ 

* mightleavemy clothes there that evening; but that 

* Ac would fend them to us the next morning. That 
' rbefcorned the thought of detaining them; and as 

* for the paulte»7 debt, we might pay her whenever 

* we pleaied : for, to do her juftice, with- all her vices, 
' ihe hath ibme good in her.' 

* Some good in her, indeed!' cried Amelia, with 
great indignation » 

* Wc were fcarce fettled in our new lodgings,* con- 
tinued Mrs. Benoet, * when my hufband began to 

* complain of a pain in his infide. He told um, he 
' feared he had done himfelf fome injury in his rage, 

* and had buril fomething within him. As to the 

* odious-*^! cannot bear the thought, the great, Ikill of 

* his {^rgeon foon entirely cured him ; but his otlier 

* complaint, inftead of yielding to any application, . 

* grew Hill worfe and worfe, nor ever ended till it 

* brought him to his grave. 

* O Mrs. Booth, could I have been certain that I 

* had occaiioned this, however innocently I had oc- 

* caiioned it, I could never have furvived it; but the 

* furgeon who opened him after his death, a/Fured 

* me, that he died of what they called a polypus in ^ 

* his heart, and that nothing which liad happened 
' en account of me was in the leaft the occauon of 
« it. 

* I have, however, related the affair trnly to you. 

* The firft complaint I ev«r heard of the kind was 
^ within a day or two after we left Mrs. Ellifon's ; and 

* this complaint remained till his death, which might 
' jfiduce him perhaps to attribute his death to another 
' caufe ; but the fui^eon, who is a man of the higheft 

* eminence, hath always declared the contrary to me, 
^ with the moil podtive certainty | and this opinion 

' Aaci been my only comfoix. 
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* When ray huiband died, which was about ten 

* weeks after wc quitted Mrs. Ellifon^s, of whom I 

* had then a different opinion from what I have now, I 

* was left in the mod wretched condition imaginable. 

* I believe, madam, (he fliowed yon my letter In- 

* deed (he did cwtry thing for mc at that time, which 

* I could have expeded from the bed of friends* She 

* fupplied me with money from her own pocket, by 

* which meanslwas preferved from a diftrefs in which 
' I muil otherwife inevitably have perifhed. 

* Her kindnefs to me in diis feaibn of diHrefs pre* 

* vailed on me to return again to her houfe* Why, 
' indeed, fhould I have refufed an offer fo very con** 

* venient for me to accept, and which feemed fo ge- 

* nerous in her to make ! Here I lived a very retired 

* life, with my little babe, feeing no company but 

* Mrs. Ellifon herfelf for a full quarter of a year. 
' At lad Mrs. Ellifon brought me a parchment from 
' my lord, in which he had fettled upon me, at her 

* inflance, as flie told me, and as I believe it was, 

* an annuity of one hundred and fifty pounds a-year. 

* This was, I think, the very firft time (he had men* 

* tioned his hateful name to me fince my return to 

* her houfe. And (he now prevailed upon me, though, . 

* J a/Ture you, not without much difficulty, to fufier 

* him to execute the deed in my prefence. 

< I will Aotdefcribe our interview— I am not able 

* to describe it, and 1 have often wondered how I 
^ found jfpirits to fupport it. This I will fay for him, 
** th^, if he was not a real penitent, no man alive 

* could aft the part better. 

* Beiide refentment, I had another motive for my 
< backwardnefs to agree to fuch a meeting ; and this 
^ was fear. I apprehended, and furely not without 
' reafon, that the annuity was rather meant as a bribe 

* than a recompenfe, and that farther defijgns were 
' laid againd my innocence: but in this I found my« 
^ felf happily deceived ; for neither then, nor at any 

* time fince, have lever had the ieaftfolicitation of that 

* kind. Nor, indeed, have I feen the lead occaiipa . 
« to think my lord had any fach defines. 

• Good 
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* Good Heavens ! what are thefe men ! what is this 

* appetite which maft have novelty and refiftance for 
' its provocatives; and which is delighted with as no 

* longer than while we may be confi&red in the light 

* of enemies.' 

'* I thank yon, madam,' cries Amelia, < for reliev- 
*' ing me from my fears on your acconnt: I trembled 

* mt the confeqoeoce of this fecond acqasuntance with 

* fuch a man, in fach a fitaation.' 

* I aiTure you, madam, I was in no danger,* re- 
tomed Mrs. Beonet : ^ For, befides that I think I coald 

* have pretty well relied on my own refolation, I have 

* heard €nce, at St. Edmondlbary, from an intimate 

* acquaintance of my lord's, who was a^ entire 
^ ftranger to my affairs, that the higheft degree of in* 
' conflancy is his charader ; and that few of his nam- 

* berlefs miftrefles have ever received a fecond viiit 

* from him. 

* Well, madam,' continued (he, * I think I have 

* little more to trouble you with; unlefs I fhould re- 

* late to you, my lone ill ftate of health ; from which 

< I am lately, I thank Heaven, recovered: or, unlefs 

* I fhould mention to you the moft grievous accident 

* that ever befel me, the lofs of my poor dear Charly.' 
—-Here (he made a full ftop, and the tears ran down 
into her bofom. 

Amelia was filent a few minutes, while (he gave 
the lady time to vent her paffion ; after which, ihe 
began to pour forth a vaft profufion of acknowledge- 
ments for the trouble (he had taken in relating her 
hiilory; but chiefly for the mofive which had induced 
her to it; and for the kind warning which (he had 
given her by the little note which Mrs. Bennet had 
lent her that morning. 

* Yes, madam,' cries Mrs. Bennet, 'I am con- 

* vinced by what I have lately feen that you are the 
' deilined iacrificeto this wicked lord; and that Mrs. 

* EUifon, whom I no longer doubt to have been the 

* inftrument of my ruin, intended to betray you in the 

< fame manner. The day I met my lord in your 

< apartmenti I began toentertain fome fufpicions,aod 
- * I took 
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* I took Mrs. Ellifon very roundly to talk upon them : 

* her behaviou/^ notwithftanding many afTeverations 

* to the contrary, convinced me I was right ; and I 

* intended, more than once, to fpeak to you, but 
' could not; till laft night the mention of the maf- 

* querade determined me to delay it no longer. I 

* therefore fent you that note this morning; and ani 

* glad you fo luckily difcovered the writer, as it hath. 

* given me this opportunity of cafing my mind ; and 

* of honeftly (howing you, how unworthy I am of* 
< your friendfhip, at the fame time that I fo earneflly 

* defire it/ 



A 



CHAP. X. 

Being the laft chapter of the /eve nth book» 

MEL I A did riot fail to make proper compli-- 
ments to Mrs. Bennet, on the conclufion of hef 
fpeech in the laft chapter. She told her, that, froav 
the firil moment of her acquaintance, fhe had the^ 
ftrongeft inclination to her friendfhip; and that her 
defires of that kind were much increafed by hearing^ 
her ftory. * Indeed, madam,' fays (he, * you are 

* much too fevere a judge on yourfelf: for they muft 
^ have very little candour, in my opinion, wholaok 

* upon your cafe with ^ny fevere eye. To me, I af- 
« fure you, you appear highly the object of compaf- 

* fion ; and I (hall always efteem you, as an innocent 
« and an unfortunate woman.' 

Amelia would then have taken her leave ; but Mrs» 
Bennet fo ftrongly pre(red her to ftay to break faft, that 
at length (he conFiplied : indeed, (he had faded To 
long, and her gentle fpirits had been fo agitated with, 
variety of paflions, that nature very ftrongly feconded 
Mrs. Bennet's morion. 

Whilft the maid was preparing the tea- equipage,, 
Amelia, with a little (lynefsm nercountenance, afked 
Mrs Bennet,, if Serjeant Atkinfon did not lodge ia 
the fame houfe with her. The other reddened fo ex- 
tremely at the quellion, repeated the ferjeant*s name 
with fuch hefitation, and behaved fo aru k ward ly, that' 
Amelia wanted no further con(irmatioa of her fufpl^ 

Vol. X. Q^ cioni 
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cions. She vvould not, however, declare them abruptly 
to the other; but began adiflertationon the ferjeam's 
virtues: and, after obferving the great concern which 
he had manifeiled when Mrs. Bennet was in her fi% 
concluded with faying, fhe believed the ferjeant would 
make the bcft hulband in the world ; for that he had 
great tendernefs of heart, and a gentlenefs of man- 
ners, not often to be found in any man ; and much 
feldomer in perfons of his rank. 

* And why not in his rank?' faid Mrs. Bennet. 

* Indeed, Mvb^ Booth, we rob the lower order of man- 

* kindof their doe. Ido not deny the force and power 

* of educa;tion; but when we confider how very inju- 
' Jicious is the education of the better fort in general, 

* how little they are inftrudtcd in the pradticeof vir- 

* tue, we Ihall not cxpeft to find the heart much im- 

* proved by it. And even as to the head,^ how very 

* ilighily do we commonly find it improved by what 
' is called a genteel education ! 1 have myfelf 1 think. 
' feen inftances of as great goodnefs, and as great 

* underftanding too, among the lower fort of people, 

* as among the higher. Let us compare yourfeijeantt 

* now, with the lord who hath been the fubjedlof con« 
' verfation, on which fide would an impartial judge 

* decide the balance to incline?' 

* How monflrous then,* cries Amelia, * is the opi- 

* nionof thofe, who confider our matching ourfelves 

* the lead below usindegree asakindof contamina* 
« tionl' 

* A moil abfurd and prepoflerous fentiment,' an- 
fwered Mrs. Bennet warmly ; * how' abhorrent from 

* judice, from common fenfe, and from humanity—- 

* but how extremely incongruous with a religion, 

* which profefles to know no difference of degree; 

* but ranks all mankind on the footing of bretluen ! 

* Of all kinds of pride, there is none fo unchrillian as 

* thatof ilation; in reality, thereisnone focontemp- 

* tible. Contempt, indeed, may be faid to be its 
' ownobjedl; for my oh- n part, I know none fo de- 

* fpicable as thofe who defpife others.' 

« I do aiTure you,' faid Amelia, * you fpeak my 

* own feiitimenu. 1 g»ve vou my word, hfliould not 

4 * be 
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* be afhained of being the wife of an honcft man in 
*; any llation.— Nor, if it had been much higher than I 

* was, fhould I have thought myfelf degraded, by cal- 
« ling ourhoneft ferjeantmy hufband.' 

* Since you have made this declaration,' cries Mrs. 
Bonnet, * 1 am fore you will not be offended at a fc- 

* cret I am going to mention to you.*— - 

* Indeed, my dear,' anfwered Amelia fmiling, *I 

* wonder rather you have concealed it fo long; efpe- 

* cially, after the many hints I have given you.' 

* Nay, pardon me, madam,' replied the other, * I 
' do not remember any fuch hints ; and, perhaps, you 

* do not even guefs what I am going to fay. My 

* fecret is this— that no woman ever had fo iinccre, 
< fo paffionate a lover, as you have had in the fer- 

* jeant.* 

* I a lover in the fcrjeant! 11* cries Amelia, a little 
furprifed. 

* Have patience,' anfwered the other : — * I fay, 

* you, my dear. As much furprifed as yoa appear, I 

* tell you no more than the truth ; and yet it is a truth 

* you could hardly exped^ to hear from me, efpccially 
« with fo much good humour; fincc I will honeftly 

* confefs to you — But, what heed have I to confefs, 

* what I know you guefs already?— Tell me, now^ 
^« fmcerely, don't you guefs? — 

* I guefs, indeed, and hope,' faid (he, * that he is 

* your hulbtnd.' 

* He is, indeed, myhulband,' cries the other, • atd 

* I am mod happy in your approbation. In honeft 

* truth, you ought to approve my choice; lince you 

* was every way theoccafion of my making it. What 

* you faid of him very greatly recommended him to 

* my opinion; but he endeared himfelf to me moft, 

* by what he faid of you. In fhort, I have difco- 

* vered, that he hath always loved you, with fuch a 

* faithful, honeft, noble, generous paflion, that I was 

* confequently convinced his mind muft poflefs all the 
' ingredients of fuch a paflion; and what are thefe> 
« but true honour, goodnefs, modefty, bravery, ten- 
« dernefs, and, in a word, every human virtue. — For- 

' give 
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give me, my dear; but I was uneafy till I became 
myfelf theobje£tof fuch a paffion.* 
* And do you really think,' faid Amelia fmiling^ 
that I fhall forgive you robbing me of fuch a 
lover? or, fuppofing what you banter me with, 
was true, do you really imagine you could change 
fuchapaffion?' "• 

< No, my dear,' anfwered the other, < I only hope I 
have changed the obje6l: for be aflared there is no 
greater vulgar error, than that it is impoflible for a 
man who loves one woman ever to love another. 
On the contrary, it is certain, that a man who can 
love one woman (b well at a diilance, will love an- 
other better that is nearer to him. Indeed, [ have 
heard one of the bed hufbands in the world declare, 
in the prefence of his wife, that he had always loved 
a princefs with adoration. Thefe pailions, which 
refide only in very amorous and very delicate minds, 
feed only on the delicacies there growing ; and 
leave all the fubHantial food, and enough of the 
delicacy too, for the wife.* 

The tea being now ready, Mrs, Bennet, or, if you 
pleafe, for the future, Mrs. Atkinfon, propofed to call 
m her hufband ; but Amelia objeded. She faid, (he 
ihould be glad to fee him any other time; but was 
then in the utmoft hurry, as (he had been three hours 
abfent from all (he moll loved. However, (he had 
fcarce drunk a di(h of tea before (he changed her 
mind; and, faying (be would not part man and wife» 
defired Mr. AtkinK)n might appear. 
. The maid aniwered, that her mafter was not at 
home; which words (he had fcarce fpoken, when he 
knocked hadily at the door ; and immediately came 
running into the room, all pale and breathless; and, 
addre(fing himfelf to Amelia, cried out, * I amforry, 

* my dear lady, to bring you ill news; but Captain 

* Booth'—* What! what!' cries Amelia, dropping 
the tea-cup from her hand, * is any thing the matter 
«- with him !' — * Dpn't be frightened, my dear lady,' 
faid the ferjeant — • He is in very good health; but a 

* misfortune hath happened.'— < Are my children 

S * well?* 
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« well?' faid Amelia.— * O, very well,' anfwered tie 
ferjeant.-^ Pray, madam, don't be frightened; I hope 
« it will fignify nothing — he is arrcfted — but I hope 

* to get him out of their damned hands immediately/ 

< Where is he,' cries Amelia, • I will go to him this 
'^ inllant!'— * He begs you will not,' aniwered the fer- 
jeant. * I have fent his lawyer to him, and am going 

* back with Mrs. Ellifon this moment | but 1 beg 
■ your ladylhip, for his fake, and for.your own fake, 
« not to go.'— * Mrs. Ellifon 1 what is Mrs. Ellifoa 

to do?' cries Amelia,— « I muftandwillgo.' Mrs. 
Atkinfon then interpofed, and begged that (he would 
not hurry herfpirits; but compoie hepfelf, and go 
home to her children; whither me would attend her. 
She comforted her with the thoughts, that the cap- 
tain was in no immediate danger, that (he cod Id go to 
him when fhe would; and defired her to let the fer- 
jeant return with Mrs. Ellifon ; faying, fhe might be 
of fervice; and that there was much wifdom, and no 
kind of fhame, in making ufe of bad people on cer- 
tain occafions. 

* And who,' cries Amelia, a little come to herfelf^ 

* hath done this barbarous adion ?' 

* One I am afhamed to name,' cries the ferjeant ; 

* indeed, I had always a very different opinion of him; 

* I could not have believed any thing but my own 

< ears and eyes ; but Dr. Harrifon is the man who 

* hath done the deed.' 

* Dr. Harrifon I' cries Amelia.— * Well then, there 
^ is an end of all goodnefs in the world. I will never 

< have a good opinion of any human being more.' 
The ferjeant begged that he might not be detained 

from the captain ; and that if Amelia pleafed to go 
home, he would wait upon her. But fhe did not 
chufe to fee Mrs. Ellifon at this time ; and after a little 
confideration, fherefolved to fby where fhe was ; and 
Mrs. Atkinfon agreed to go and fetch her children to 
her, it being not many doors diflant. 

The ferjeant then departed ; Amelia, in her conf«* 
iion, never having once thought of wifhing him jo/ 
on his marriage. 
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